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INTRODUCTION. 



IN O one, who has been an attentive obferver of the 
violent and dangerous attempts which have been 
made, and are ftill making, againft the Federal 
Conftitution, and confequently againft the peace, 
prosperity, and happinefs of our country, can have 
failed to perceive, that they had their rife in the de- 
ception which has been fo induftrioufly circulated 
through every part of the United States. It is not 
to be prefumed, indeed, that the leaders in this hof- 
tile and formidable combination have been de- 
ceived : they have long been marfhalled and ready 
for the attack : but it is the delufion, which has 
been quietly fuffered to fteal its way among the peo- 
ple, that has called them into the field, and encou- 
raged them to affault firft the outworks, and at 
laft the very citadel of our liberties and our lives. 

The fource of this delufion it is not difficult to 
difcover : we have it continually before our eyes : I 
mean the public papers^ and I fpeak with a very few 
exceptions. 

The General Government adopted the moft effec- 
tual meafures for facilitating the conveyance of .in- 
formation, to every quarter of the Union, at the 
leaft poffible expenfe. Hence fubferibers to papers 
were found in abundance ; and the editors, ftriking 
off numerous impreffions, were, ofcourfe, enabled 
to furnilh them at a low price. The intention 

b % of 
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of the Government, as cxprefled by the Prefident 
himfelf, was certainly the moft beneficent, that of 
fpreading true information and ufeful knowledge 
among all claffes f>f-the community, $ut what has 
been the confequeilce ? Exaflly'the contrary. The 
French revolution burfi forth like a volcano, and 
its devouring lava reached even us. The editors, 
perceiving the partiality of the moft numerous clafs 
of their fubferibers for this revolution, and all the 
novel and wild principles it has given rife to, have 
been feduced, by the love of gain, to flatter th^t 
partiality, by extolling thofe principles at the ex- 
penfe of every thing, their own- private intereft ex- 
cepted. Their papers, which fiyann like fummer 
flies, are become trie vehicles of falfehood in place 
of truth, of ignorance in place of knowledge. Like 
the tenebrificous ftars mentioned* by a celebrated 
author, they fhed darknefs in place of light. 

A veil has been carefully drawn over the dif- 
trefles and horrors refulting from the anarchical 
iyftem of France ; op, when this could not be done, 
when the editors have feared to be anticipated by 
their fellow-labourers, they have endeavoured to 
outvie each other in apologies for what ought to 
have been held up to deteftation, or, at leaft, as 
an awful leflbn to ourfelves. Every one, even of 
the: moft deft rucHve and impious a&s of that pre- 
tended republic,. ha§ been trumpetted forth as the 
effe<5t of a liberal and enlightened policy; while no' 
iniinuation, no fubtilty, no audacious falfehood, has 
been ieft uneflayed to thwart all the meafures of 
our o^n mild and wife government, to disfigure its 
principles, and fever it from the affections of the 
people. 

. To countervail the malignant efforts of thefe re- 
tailers has ever been my with ; and, I hope, it will 

not 
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not be thought prefumption in me, if I believe 
that the trifles from my pen which the public h&ve 
honoured with their perufal, have, in fome flight 
degree, had the defired effedt. But, alas! what 
can a ftraggling pamphlet, neceflarily confined ta 
a.lingle lubje<3, do againft a hundred thoufahd 
volumes of .mifcellaneous falfehood in folio ? Their 
fheets, if extended, would more than cover the? 
furface of our country. 

In oppofing a literary monfter like this, I am 
aware that a Porcupine, with all 'his quills, can ne- 
ver hope for complete fuccefs : but nothing can be 
accomplished without being begun : I hope to call 
up abler hands to my aid : to me it will be a fufii- 
cient honour to have led the way. 

This I lhall attempt in a monthly work, of the 
fame bulk and price as the one which is here fub- 
mitted to the public. In this work I fhall take a re- 
view of the political tranfa6lions of the paft month; 
give an account* of every democratic trick, whe- 
ther of native growth, or imported from abroad; 
unravel the windings of the pretended patriots, 
and more particularly thofe of the flour-merchants % 
and I truft I lhall be enabled to give monthly a 
fketch of political affairs more fatisfa&ory, becaufe 
more correct, than has ever yet appeared in this 
country. Thefe will be the leading objedts ; but 
I lhall exclude nothing not entirely foreign to the 
nature of the work, that may contribute to the ufe 
or amufement of my readers. 

The newfpapers are fupported by fubfer^ron, 
and for that very reafon the Cenfor lhall nciir As 
long as people read, fo long lhall I write;-' and, 
when the bookfeller advertifes me that the work lies 
on his Ihelf, it will be a very good hint for me to 
draw in my quills* 

* 3 Here, 
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Here, then, begins a helium eternum between 
the fabricating Qiadnunds and me. — There 15 my 
glove, gentlemen ; take it up as foori as you will* 
You well know that your abufe will infinitely re- 
dound to my honour; and therefore, to iilence 
me, by rendering my work fleril and uninterefting, 
you are reduced to the cruel neceflity of telling the 
truth, 
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POLITICAL CENSOR*. 

No. I. 



Meeting of Congrefs — A Speaker c%Qfen—*T?refid?n£x 

Speech* ' ■ 

Monday, ph December, 1795. 

± HE Houfe, being met, proceeded to the choice 
of a Speaker and a Clerk ; when Mr. Jonathan Dajr- 
ton, one of the Reprefentatives for the State of New- 
Jerfey, was chofen Speaker, and Mr. John Becktey 
Clerk. 

Tuesday, 8M December, 1795. 

The Senators and Reprefentatives being .aflembfpd 
in the chamber of the latter, the Prefidenjt of* the 
United States entered, took the chair, and opeiied 
the feffion with the following fpeech > 

Fellow-citizens of the Senate and 

Houfe of Reprefentatives, \& 

I truft I do not deceive myfelf, while 1 indulge 
the perfuaiion that I have never met you at any pe- 
riod when, more than at the preferit; the fituation of 
our public affairs has afforded juft caufe for mutual 
congratulation, and for inviting you to join with me 
in profound gratitude to the Author of all good for 
the numerous and extraordinary bleffings we enjoy. 



♦This Number of the Cenfor was originally called 7$# 
Pro/pea frem tU Omgrcfs QaJUry; wi ffe fcoE itjbas been fome* 
times referred tp. 

34 The 
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The termination of the long, expenfive, and dif- 
tjrefling war, in which we have been engaged with cer- 
. tain Indians north-weft of the Ohio, is placed in 
the option of the United. Stafesi by a treaty which 
the Commander of our army has concluded provi- 
iionally with the hoftile tribes in that region. In the 
adjuftment of the terms, the fatisfa&ion of the In- 
dians was deemed an obje6l worthy no lefs of the 
policy than of the liberality of the United States, as 
the neceflary bafis of durable tranquillity. The ob- 
ject, it is believed, has been fully attained. The 
articles agreed upon will immediately be laid before 
the Senate for their confideration. 
; The Creek and Cherokee Indians, who alone of the 
fouthern tribes had annoyed our frontiers, have 
lately confirmed their pre-exifting treaties with us ; 
and were giving evidence of a fincere difpofition to 
carry them into effe6l, by the furrender of the prifon- 
crs and property they had taken. — But we have to 
lament, that the fair profpedt in this quarter has been 
once more clouded by wanton murders, which fome 
citizens of Georgia are reprefented to have recently 

Erpetrated on hunting-parties of the Creeks ; which 
ve again fubjedted that frontier to difquietude and 
danger, which will be produ&ive of further ex- 
penfe, and may occafion more effufion of blood. 
Meafures are purfuing to prevent or mitigate the 
ufual confequences of fuch outrages ; and with the 
hope of their fucceeding — at leaft to avert ge- 
neral hoftility. 

A letter from the Emperor of Morocco announces 
to ipe his recognition of our treaty made with his 
father, the late Emperor, and confequently the con- 
tinuance of peace with that power. With peculiar 
fatisfaftion 1 add, that information has been received 
from an agent deputed on our part to Algiers, im- 
porting, that the terms of a treaty with the Dey and 
Regency of that country had been adjufted in fuch 

a manner 
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a manner as to authorize the expe&ation of a fpeedy 
peace, and the reftoration of our unfortunate fellow- 
citizens from a grievous captivity. 

The lateft advices from our Envoy at the Court of 
Madrid give, moreover, the pleafing information, 
that he had received aflurances of a fpeedy and fa- 
tisfadlory conclufion of his negotiation. While the 
event, depending upon unjuftified particulars, can- 
not be regarded as afcertained, it is agreeable to 
cherifh the expectation of an iflue, which, fecuring 
amicably very effential interefts of the United States, 
will at the fame time lay the foundation of lafting 
harmony with a power whofe friendfhip we have 
uniformly and fincerely defired to cultivate. 

Though not before officially difclofed to the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, you, Gentlemen, are all 
apprized, that a treaty of amity, commerce, and na- 
vigation, has been negotiated with Great Britain ; 
and that the Senate have advifed and confented to 
its ratification, upon a condition, which excepts part 
of one article. Agreeably thereto, and to the beft 
judgment I was able to form of the public intereft, 
after full and mature deliberation, 1 have added my 
feh&ion. The refulf on the part of his Britannic 
Majefty is unknown. When received, the fubjedfc 
will, without delay, be placed before Congrefs. 

This intercfting fummary of our affairs, with re- 
gard to the foreign powers, between whom and the 
United States controverfies have fubfifted; and 
with regard alfo to thofe of our Indian neighbours, 
with whom we have been in a ftate of enmity or 
mifunderftanding, opens a wide field for confoliug 
and gratifying reflexions. If, by prudence and mo- 
deration on every fide, the extinguifhment of all the 
caufes of external difcord, which have heretofore 
menaced our tranquillity, on terms compatible with 
our national rights and honour, lhall be the happy 

refult ; 
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refult ; how firm and how precious a foundation wilt 
have been laid for accelerating, maturing, and eila- 
blifhing the profperity of our country ! 

Contemplating the internal fituation, as well as 
the external relations of the United States, we difco- 
ver equal caufe for contentment and fatisfadtion. 
While many of the nations ojf Europe, with their 
Ajnerican dependencies, have been involved in a 
conteft unufually bloody, exhaufling, and calamitous, 
in which the evils of foreign war have been aggra- 
vated by domeftic convulfion and infurre&ion ; in 
which many of the arts moft ufeful to fociety have 
been expofed to difcouragement and decay ; in which 
fcarcity of fubfiftence has embittered other fufferinga 
— while even the anticipation of a return of the 
bleffings of peace and repofe is alloyed by the 
fenfe of heavy and accumulating burdens, which 
prefs upon all the departments of induftry, and 
threaten to clog the future fprings of Government— 
Qur favoured country, happy in a ftriking contraft, 
has enjoyed a general tranquillity ; a tranquillity the 
more fatisfaftory, becaufe maintained at the cxpenfe 
of no duty. Faithful to ourfelves, we have violated 
to obligation to others. Our agriculture, commerce, 
and manufactures profper beyond former example ; 
the moleftations of our trade (to prevent a continu- 
ance of which, however, very pointed remonftrances 
have been made) being overbalanced by the aggre- 
gate benefits which it derives from a neutral poiition. 
Our population advances with a celerity, which, ex- 
ceeding the moft (anguine calculations, proportion- 
ally augments our firength and refources, and gua- 
rantees our future fecurity. Every part of the Union 
difplays indications of rapid and various improve- 
ment : and with burdens fo light as icarcely to be 
perceived ; with refources fully adequate to our pre- 
sent exigencies ; with Governments founded on the 
genuine principles of rational liberty, and with mild 

i and 
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and wholefome laws ; is it too much to fay, that our 
country exhibits a fpedtacle of national happinefk 
never furpaffed, if ever before equalled ? 

Placed in a fituation every way aufpicious, mo- 
tives of commanding force impel us, with lincere 
acknowledgment to Heaven, and pure love to our 
country, to unite our efforts to preferve, prolong, 
and improve our immenfe advantages. To co-ope- 
jate with you in this defirable work, is a fervent and 
favourite wifh of my heart. 

It is a valuable ingredient in the general eftimate 
of our welfare, that the part of our country which 
was lately the fcene of diforder and infup:e<5Hon t 
now enjoys the bleffings of quiet apd order. The 
mifled have abandoned their errors, and pay the 
refpedt to our conftitution and laws, which is due 
from good citizens to the public authorities of the 
fociety. Thefe circumftances have induced me to 5 
pardpn, generally, the offenders here referred to ; 
and to extend forgivenefs to thofe who had been 
adjudged to capital piinilhment. For though I ihall 
always think it a facred duty to exercife with firm- 
nefs and energy the conftitutional powers with 
which I am vefted ; yet it appears to ipe no lefs con- 
fident with the public good, than it- is with my per-, 
fonal feelings, to mingle in the operations of Govern- 
ment every degree of moderation and tendernefi^ 
which the national juftice, dignity, andfafety may 
permit. 

Gentlemen, . 

Among the obje&s which will claim your attention 
in the courfe of thefeffion, a review of our military 
eftablifliment is not the leaft important. It is called 
for by the events which have changed, and may be 
expe&ed flill further to change, the relative fitua- 
tion of our frontiers. In this review, you will 
doubtlefs allow due weight to the confideration that 
the queftions between us and certain foreign power? 

are 
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are not yet finally adjufted ; that the war in Europe 
is not yet terminated ; and that our weflern pofts, 
when recovered, will demand provifion for garrifon- 
ing and fecuring them. A ftatemen^of our prefent 
military force will be laid before you by the depart- 
ment of war. 

With the review of our army eftabliftiment is na-. 
turally conned ed that o( the militia. It will merit 
inquiry, what imperfe&ions in the exifling plan* 
further experience may have unfolded- The fubje<5t 
"is of fo much moment in my eftimation, as to excite 
a conftant folicitude, that the confideration of it may, 
be renewed, till the greateft attainable perfe&ion 
fhall be accompli (hed. Time is wearing away fame 
advantages for forwarding the object, while none : 
better deferves the perfevering attention of the pub- 
lic councils. 

While we indulge the fatisfia&ion which the ac- 
tual condition of our weftern borders fo well autho- 
rizes, it is neceflary that we fhould not lofe fight of 
art important truth, which continually receives new 
confirmations, namely, that the provifions hereto- 
fore made with a view to the protection of the In- 
dians from the violences of the lawlefs part of our 
frontier inhabitants are inefficient. It is demon- 
flrated that thefe violences can now. be perpetrated 
with impunity. And it can need no argument to. 
prove, that unlefs the murdering of Indians can be 
reftrained, by bringing the murderers to condign 
punifhment, all the exertions of the Government to 
prevent deftrudtive retaliations by the Indians will 
prove, fruitlefs, and all our prefect agreeable pro-- 
fpedts illufory. . The frequent deftru&ion of innocent . 
women and children, who are chiefly the. vi&ims of 
retaliation, muft continue to fhock humanity ; and 
caufe an enormous expenfe to drain the treafury* 
of the Union. 

To- 
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To* enforce upon the Indians the obfervance of 
juftice, it is indifpenfable that there fhall be compe- 
tent means of rendering juftice to them. If thefe 
means c^n be devifed by the wifdom of Congrefs, 
and efpecially if there can be added an adequate pro- 
vjfipn forfuppiying-the neceffities of the Indians, on 
rsafonable terms (a meafure, the mention of which 
I the more readily repeat, as in all the conferences 
with them they urge it with folicitude), I Should not 
hefitate to entertain a Strong hope of rendering our 
tranquillity permanent. I add with pleafure, that 
tjie probability even, qf their civilization is not di- 
minished by the experiments which have been thus, 
far made, under the'aufpices of Government. The. 
accomplishment of this work, if pra&icable, will 
refledl undecaying luftre on our national chara&er, 
and, administer the moft grateful confolations that 
virtuous minds can*know. 

Gentlemen of the Hotife of Reprefentatives, 
The ftate of our revenue, with the fums which have 
Been borrowed and reimburfed, purfuant to differ- 
ent a6ts of Congrefs, will be fubmitted from the pro- 
per departments ; together with an eflimate of the 
appropriations neceffary to be made for the fervice of 
the enfuing year. 

Whether meafures may not be advifable to rein- 
fprce the provision for the redemption of the public 
debt, will naturally engage your examination. Con- 
grefs have demonstrated their fenfe to be, and it 
were fqperfluous to repeat mine, that whatfoever. 
will tend to accelerate the honourable extinction of 
our public debt, accords as much with the true in-. 
tpreft of pur country, as with the general fenfe of 
our constituents. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and 
fioufe of Reprefentatives, 

The Statements which will be laid before you re- 
stive to, the mint j, will fhpw the Situation of that 

inftitution ; 
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inftitution ; and the neceffity of fome further legis- 
lative provifions, for carrying the bufinefs of it more 
completely into effedt ; and for checking abufes 
which appear to be arifing in particular quar- 
ters. 

The progrefs in providing materials for the fri- 
gates, and in building them ; the ftate of the forti- ' 
fications of our harbours ; the meafures which have 
been purfued for obtaining proper lites for arfenals, 
and for replenilhing our magazines with military 
ftores ; and the fteps which have been taken towards 
the execution of the law for opening a trade with 
the Indians ; will likewife be prefented for the in- 
formation of Congrefs. 

Temperate difcufiion of the important fubje&s 
which may arife in the courfe of the feffion, and 
mutual forbearance where there is a difference of 
opinion, are too obvious and neceffary for the peace, 
happinefs, and welfare of our country, to need any 
Recommendation of mine. 
United States^ 
Bfh Pec, 1795." 

Remarks. — The Prefident's fitnation was at this 
time aln^oft entirely new. Never, till a few months 
preceding this feffion, had the tongue of themoft 
factious Sander dared to make a public attack on his 
chara#er. This was thp flrfl thne he had ever en-* 
tered the walls of Congrefs without a full affurance 
of meeting a welcome from every heart, He now 
faw, even among thofe tp whom he addrefled him- 
felf^ numbers who were ready to. thwart his mea-* 
fares, and prefent hipi the jcup of humiliation, filled 
to the brim. 
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J)ebaU (in the Senate *) on the Addrefs to the Prefident 
in Anjhver to his Speech. 

Friday, Dec. 11. 

The addrefs in anfwer to the Prefident's IpeecU 
was taken up by paragraphs. 

The two lafTclaufes but one, which are as fol- 
lows, were moved to be (truck out by Mr. Mafon : 

" The interefting.profpedi of our affairs with re- 
gard to the foreign powers, between whom and the 
United States controverfies have fubfifled, is not 
more fatisfa&ory than the review of our internal 
fituation : if from the former we derive an expe6la- 
tion of the extinguiftiment of all the caufes of ex-? 
ternal difcord that have heretofore endangered our 
tranquillity, and on terms confident with our na- 
tional honour and fafety, in the latter we difcover 
thofe numerous and wide-fpread tokens of profpe- 
rity, which in fo peculiar a manner diftinguifti our 
happy country. 

c * Circumftances thus every way aufpicious demand 
our gratitude and fincere acknowledgments to Al-i 
mighty God, and require that we fhould unite our 
efforts in imitation of your enlightened example, to 
eftablifh and preferve the peace, freedom, and pro- 
iperity of our country/' 

Mr. Mason obferved, that he had hoped, nothing 
contained in the addrefs reported as an anfwer to the 
Prefident's fpeech, would have been ftfch as to force 
the Senate to precipitate decifions. The two claufe* 
he objected to difappoipted him in that hope. They 
were calculated 1o bring again into view the im- 
portant fubjedl which occupied the Senate during 
their June feffion. This he conceived would an- 

* When no mention is made of the Houfc in which the debate 
has taken place, the reader will pleafe to obferve, that it is meant 
in the Houfe of Reprefentativcs. 

fwcp 
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fwer no goodpurpofe ; the minority on that occafiotv 
were not now to be expeCted to recede from the 
opinion they then held ; and they could not there- 
fore join in the indirect felf-approbation which the 
majority appeared to wifh for, and which was moft 
certainly involved in the two claufes which he hoped 
would be ftruck out. If his motion were agreed to, 
the remainder of the addrefs would, in his opinion, 
ftand unexceptionable. He did not fee, for his 
part, that our lituation is every way aufpicious, 
Notwithflanding the treaty, our trade is grievoufly 
molefted. * 

Mr. King obferved, that the principal features 
obfervable in the anfwer reported to the Prefident's 
addrefs, were, to keep up that harmony of inter- 
courfe which ought to fubfift between the Legiflature 
and the Prefldent, and to exprefs confidence in the 
undiminifhed firmnefs and love of country which 
always characterize our chief executive magiftrate. 
He objected to ftriking out efpecially the firil claufe, 
becaufe founded on undeniable truth. It only de- 
clares, that our profpeCts, as to our external rela- 
tions, are not more fatisfaCtory, than a review of 
our internal lituation would prove. Was not this 
reprefentation true, he afked; could it be contro- 
verted ? This claufe, he contended, contained no- 
thing reafonably objectionable ; it did not fay as 
much as the fecond, to which only moft of the ob- 
jections of the Member up before him applied, an 
anfwer to which he fhould defer, expeCiing that a, 
queftion would be put on each in order. 

The claufe, he faid, appeared to him drawn up 
in fuch terms as could not offend the niceft feelings 
of the minority on the important decifion in June ; 
it was particularly circumfpeCt and cautious. If 
liable to objection, it was in not going as far as the 
truth would warrant. 

Sojuq 
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•Some converfation took place as to the mode re- 
quired, by order, for putting the queftion ; whether it 
ihould not be put on each claufe feparately, or whe- 
ther upon ftrikingout both at once. 

. The Chair requeftcd that the motion fhould be re- 
duced to writing. Mr. Mafon accordingly reduced, 
it to writing, and it went to ftrikingout both claufes 
at once; 

"Mr. Mason agreed mod cordially that the fitua- 
tioW of our external relations was not more a caufe- 
of joy than our fituation at home. But the obvious 
meaning of the claufe he conceived was an indiredk* 
approval of our fituation relative to external: con*j 
cerns ; and to this he could not give his aflent, as 
he did not confider their afpedt as profperous or 
aufpicious. 

Mr. Butler faid, that when the Committee Was* 
appointed to draft an anfwer, he hoped they would 
have ufed fuch general terms as to have fecured an 
unanimous vote. He was willing to give the Chief 
Magiftrate fuch an anfwer, as refpe6t to his ftation 
entitled him to, but not fuch a one as would da 
violence to his regard for the constitution and his- 
duty to his conftituents. He could not approve of 
long and detailed anfwers, however unexception- 
able the fpeech might be in matter, and however 
fefpe&able the chara&er might be from whom it 
came. He bad hoped, from the peculiar fituation: 
of the' country, and of the Senate, that nothing, 
would have been brought forward in the anfwer on 
the fubje6l which agitated (he June executive fefiion* 
calculated to wound the feelings of members. He 
had been difappointed ; it was evident, that fome 
members of the Senate could not give their vote in 
favour of the addrefs in its prefent fhape, without 
involving themfelves in the nioft palpable inconfift- 
ency. 

vol.- iu. . g* He. 
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He had longfince, for his own part, declared him- 
felf againft every article of the treaty, becaufe in no 
inftance was it bottomed on reciprocity, the only ho- 
nourable balis. After this declaration, how could 
hp, or thofe who coincided in opinion with him, 
agree to the prefent a<ldrefs without involving them- 
felves in the moft palpable inconfiftency ? 

He did not agree with the Gentleman of New- 
„ York, in his expofition of the meaning of the 
claufes obje&ed to., They certainly declare our 
lituation as to our external ^relations to be favour- 
able. Ourfituatioh, as far as it refpedts Great Bri- 
tain, he contended was not in the leaft ameliorated. 
—Their depredations on our commerce have not 
been lefs frequent of late than at any other period 
iince the beginning of her war with France. Her 
orders for the feizure of all our veflels laden with 
provifions cannot furely be a fubjeft for congratu- 
lation. When it became authenticated that our 
trade was relieved from thefe embarraffments, then 
he was confident members of Senate, who were 
•with him in fentiment, would readily exprefs their 
fatisfa&ion at the aufpicious profpedl opened for 
this country to the enjoyments of tranquillity and 
happinefs. But until that happy time Ihould ar- 
rive, he could not give his voice to deceive the in- 
habitants of the United States, remote from the 
fources of information, to hoodwink them by fanc- 
tioning with his vote a ftatement unwarranted by 
truth, and prefenting to them a picture of public 
happinefs not fancSHoned by fa&. 

The fentence objected to, notvvithftandingthe ex- 
planation of the Gentleman from New-York, appear- 
ed to him fo worded as to lead the citizens a,t large 
to believe that the fpoliations on our commerce 
were drawing to a fortunate clofe. This was not, 
he conceived, warranted by the exifling ftate of 
things. Indeed he protected* he knew no more of 
4 the 
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the a£ual fituation of the treaty negotiation, than 
theremoteft farmer in the Union.: could he then de- 
clare, he alked, that it was drawing to a happy 
clofe ? Indeed, from the lateft information received, 
far from our fituation having been ameliorated by 
the negotiation of our Executive, he conceived our 
trade as much in jeopardy as ever. 

As to the internal profperity, he owned there was 
fome caufe for congratulation ; but even in this his 
convidtion could not carry him as far as the claufes 
in the addrefs feemed to go. In a pecuniary point 
of vicyv the country had made a vifible progrefs ; 
but he faw in it no bafis of permanent profperity* 
There were no circumftances attendant on it, that 
gave a fair hope that the profperity would be per- 
manent. The chief caufe of our temporary pecu- 
niary profperity is the war in Europe, which occa- 
fions the high prices our produce at prefent com- 
mands : when that is terminated, thofe advantage- 
ous prices will of coiirfe fall. 

Mr. Butler came now to fpeak of the fecond ob- 
jectionable claufe. He regretted whenever a ques- 
tion was brought forward that involved perfonality 
in the moft indiredl manner. He wifhed always to 
fpeak to fubje&s, unconnected with men ; but the 
wording of the claufe was unfortunately fuch as to 
render allufion to official charadler unavoidable. 
He objected principally to the epithet firm introduced 
in the latter claufe as applied to the fupreme Execu- 
tive. Why firmnefs ? he afked. To what ? or to 
whom ? Is it the manly demand jof reftitution made 
of Great Britain for her accumulated injuries, that 
called forth the praife ? For his own part he could 
difcern no firmnefs there. Is it for the undaunted 
and energetic countenance of the caufe of France, 
in her ftruggle for freeing herfelf from defpotic 
fhackles ? He faw no firmnefs difplayed on that oc- 
cafion. Where then is it to be found ? Was it in 

c a the 
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the oppofition of the minority of the Senate and 
the general voice of .the people againft the treaty 
that that firmnefs was difplayed ? " If it is that 
".firmnefs in oppofing the will of the people, which 
cc is intended to be extolled, the vote fhali never, 
faid Mr, Butler, " leave the walls of this Senate 
" with my approbation." 

He could not approve, he faid, o(thzt firmnefs that 
prompted the Executive to refift the unequivocal 
voice of his fellow-citizens from New-Hampfhire to 
Georgia. He would have applauded the firmnefs of 
the Prefident, if, in compliance with the unequivocal 
wifti of the people, he hadrefifted the voice of the 
majority of the Senate, and refufed his fignature to 
the treaty. 

• This was, he underftood (and it fliould be men- 
tioned to the. honour of the Prefident), his firfl: in- 
tention — Why he changed it, time, he faid, muft 
difclofe. 

He concluded by proposing an amendment to be 
fubflituted in lieu of the objectionable claufes, fliould 
they be ftruck out. ^ 

Mr. Read faid, he was not in the habit of giving 
a filent vote ; and as many of his conftituents were 
averfe to the in^rument to which he had given his 
affent, he thought this a fit opportunity to fay fome- 
thing on the fubjeft. 

. Gentlemen on the other fide had fpoken of their 
feelings : did they fuppofe, he afked, that thofe 
who were in the majority had not feelings ? Alfo, 
-Gentlemen declared, they would not recede from 
their former determinations ; did they expedt that 
the majority would recede ? » 

He had, he faid, taken the queftion of the treaty 
in all its a.pe&s, and confidered it maturely ; and 
though he lamented that he differed in opinion on 
that fubjeft with his colleague, and a portion of the 
people of his State,. he neverthelefs remained con- 
a 7.- vinced 
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vinecd that the ratification of it was advifable : it 
refcued the country from war and its defolating hor- 
rors. 

After reading that part of the Prefident's fpeech 
to which the claufes objected to were an echo, he 
aiked, whether any one could fay, under the con- 
vidlion that the meafures of Government had pre- 
vented a war/ that a view of our foreign relations 
was not confolatory ? On all hands, he obferved^ 
the idea of a war was deprecated ; both -fides of the 
Houfe wifhed to avoid it : then is it not a confola- 
tory reflexion to all, that its horrors have been 
averted ? Is there a man, who does not believe, that, 
fcad the treaty not been ratified, we fhould have had 
war ? If the country had been plunged into a war, 
would it be as flourifhing as it is? The trifling 
vexations our commerce has fuftained are not to be 
compared to the evils of a fiate of hoftility. What 
good end could have been anfwered by a war ? — The 
addrefs, in the part under difcuffion, fays no more, 
than that we rejoice at the profpedt that the bleflings 
of peace will be preferved ; and does not this ex- 
pectation exift ? 

Great Britain, in the plenitude of her power, had 
availed herfelf of the rights {he had under the law 
of nations, of feizing enemies' goods in neutral 
veflels; but has allowed compenfation to fome 
Americans ; and afyftem of mild meafures on our 
part is the befl fecurity for further. 

He adverted to that part of Mr. Butler's obferya- 
tions, which related to the probable fall of provl- 
fions#t the peace. We ought not to be grieved *if 
Europe was rid of the calamities of war at thfat 
price. But he contended, that from the meafures of 
Adminiflration permanent advantages were fectired 
to this country. The value of our foil has been en- 
hanced ; wealth has poured in from various parts of 

c 3 the 
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the globe, and many permanent advantages are fe- 
cured. 

There had been one aflertion made, which by re- 
petition had by fome almoft been taken for granted, 
but which required proof to induce him to believe 
it ; and that was, that a majority of the citizens of 
the United States are oppofed to the treaty. In the 
part of the country he came from he owned there 
might be a majority of that opinion, but he believed 
the contrary of the United States at large : he ex- 
prefled a convi&ion, that when his conftituents 
came to confider the meafure maturely they would 
change their opinions ; and, indeed, underftood 
that the falfe impreffions by which they were at firfi: 
actuated were already wearing off. 

But the Senate and Prefident are the conftitutional 
treaty-making powers. If miflaken in their deci- 
iions, they cannot be accufed of having been mifled 
by fudden and immature impreffions. He fhould 
conceive himfelf unfit to fill a chair in Senate if he 
buffered himfelf to be carried away by fuch impref- 
fions. The people could not, in their town meet-* 
ings, deprived of proper* information, poffibly form 
an opinion that deferved weight ; and it was the duty 
of the Executive not to be {haken in their determi- 
nation by tumultuous proceedings from without. 
Upon this ground he much approved the President's 
conduit, and thought it entitled to the epithet 
firm. 

In local queftions, affe&ing none but the interefts 
qf his conftituents, he fhould attend to their voice; 
but on great national points he did not confider him- 
felf as a reprefentative from South Carolina, but as 
fenator for the Union. In queftions of this laft 
kind, even if the wifhes of his conftituents were 
unequivocally made known to him, he fhould not 
conceive himfelf bound to facrifice his opinions to 
theirs.— He viewed the Prefident as ftanding in this 

fituationj 
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fituation ; and though he might hear the opinions of 
the people frtjp 'every part of the United States, he 
fhould not faurULc *to them his own convidion : in 
this line of cqftj^^he has fhown his firnwefs, and 
deferves tob^^nJpl/Hneuted for it by the Senate. 

The addr^fe reported, he faid, contained nothing 
that would wobriti the feelings of any member. The 
Senate would not, in his opinion, ad improperly if 
they eypreffed opinions in coincidence with their ad 
in June feflioii. The feelings of the majority fhould 
be as much confulted as {hofe of the minority. The 
minority are not afked to retrad ; but there is a pro- 
priety in the Senate's going as far in their addrefs as 
the fpeech went, though it fhould be flyled a vote of 
felf-approhation. He hoped the claufes would not 
beflruckout. • \ 

Mr. Ellsworth was oppofed to finking out. The 
claufe records a fad, and, if ftruck out, the Senate 
deny it. The Ptefident aflerts it ; in the addrefs re- 
ported, the Senate a^ent t a motion is made to ftrike 
out ; is it becaufe the truth of it is doubted ? It can- 
not be called ap unimportant fad, therefore its 
omiffion \yiil not be imputed to overfight. The 
-\latter part of the claufe exprefles our gratitude to 
Almighty God. Will ,the Senate refufe to make an 
acknowledgment of that kind ? Do they not admit 
that he i&t$w$ fource of all good, and can they refufe 
to acknowledge it ? And if fo, is it poffible, that, in 
admitting fljfc fad, and exprefling, the featiment 
which fo natutfally flows from it, the Senate would 
wound thci, fc^ngs of any friend to his country ? 

The truth of the fad is as clear as that the fuQ 
now fliines ; the feutiment is unexceptionable ; he 
therefore recommended to his friend the mover, not 
to infift upon ftriking out merely, hut that he fhould 
vary the motion, and propofe a ft\bflitute. 

To bring the mind to the point with precifton, it 
was necefiary ta attend to the wording of the claufe. 

c 4 He 
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He read it. As to the iignification of that part 
which relates to our foreign concerns, he did not 
consider it as hypothetical, but a pofitive declara- 
tion of a conviction that their iituation is fatisfac- 
t6ry ; and on that ground he wifhed to meet the 
queftion. 

The claufe objected to, expreffes an expe&ation 
that the caufes of external difagreement which have 
unhappily exifted will be peaceably done away. He 
faid he had that expectation ; many had it not. 
Thofe who have it not will negative the claufe, 
thofe who liave it will vote in its favour : the refult 
will be the fenfe of a majority. The Senate could 
nst be expe&ed, more than on other occafions, to 
be unanimous. If the declarations contained in 
thofe claufes are fupported, they will be conlidered 
as the fenfe of the majority of Senate : others may 
diflent ; but becaufe unanimity could not be obtain- 
ed, it was no reafon why the majority fhould give a 
virtual negative to the declaration which they con- 
ceived founded on truth, 

He examined in detail the Iituation of our ex- 
ternal relations, to (how the foundation on which he 
refted his expedition of a fatisfa&ory arrangement 
of them, and of our general profperity in that re- 
Ipeft. With Morocco our treaties are renewed. 
With Algiers aflurances are given by the Executive 
that a peace is not far diftant. With Spain, on the 
fame authority it is tmderftood, that our profpecls 
are favourable in that quarter. With the hitherto 
hoflile Indians, a peace is within reach ; and the 
onty quarter in which doubt can arife is from Great 
Britain. But even with refpeft to that nation his 
expe&ation was, that our differences there would 
terminate amicably; and he believed this to be the 
expectation of the Senate, as a collective body. 

Mr. Ellsworth then went into the examination 
$f fome other parts of the claufe objected to, and 

vindicate4 
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vindicated the propriety of the epithets enlightened, 
jtrm, ferfevering ; and concluded by lamenting that 
•there exifted a difference of opinion ; but hoped 
that this would not deter the majority from an ex-p 
preflion of their fenfe. 

Mr. Tazewell faid, the difcuflion had taken a 
turn different from that which he expe6led when he 
heard the morion. He underftood the motion at 
the time it was made, and ftili fo underftood it, as 
jiot intending to queftion the propriety of any thing 
which was contained in the Prefident's communica- 
tion to both Houfes of Congrefs. But from what 
had been faid (by Mr. Read of S. C), that part of 
the anfwer to the Prefident's communications which 
had given rife to the motion, was intended to have a 
further operation than he originally believed. He 
pfked what had given rife to the practice of return- 
ing an anfwer of any kind to the Prefident's com- 
munications to Congrefs in the form of an addrefs. 
There was nothing, he faid, in the Conftitution, or 
in any of the fundamental rules of the Federal Go- 
vernment, which required that ceremony from either 
branch of the Congrefs. The pra<Slice was but an 
imitation of the ceremonies ufed upon like occafions 
in other countries, and was neither required by the 
, Conftitution, nor authorized by the principles upon* 
which our Government was erefted, — But having 
obtained, he did not intend now to difturb it. — To 
allow the utmoft latitude to the principle which had 
begotten the praftice, it could only tolerate the ce- 
remony as a compliment to the Chief Magiftrate, 
It could not be permitted to foreftall opinions pre- 
vious to regular difcuffions, nor to operate as a mean 
of pledging members to the purfuit of a particular 
courfe, which fubfequent and more full inquiries 
plight fhow to be extremely improper. 

Every anfwer, therefore, to the Prefidcnt's com- 
fimnications ought to be drawn in terms extremely 

general, 
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general, neither feducing the Prefident into a belief 
that this Houfe would purfue a genWal recommenda- 
tion into points not at firft contemplated by them, 
nor pledging themfelves to the world that that ftate 
of things was juft which time had not permitted them 
thoroughly to examine. The claufes now under 
confideration had at leaft, in one inftance, deviated 
from this principle. They declare to the world— 
" That the interesting pfofpeft of our affairs with 
regard to the foreign powers, between whom and 
the United States controverfies have fubfifted, is not 
iriore fatisfa&ory than the review of our internal 
fituation." The communications from the Prefi- 
dent have not uttered fo bold a feqtiment, nor is 
there anything in thofe communications that juftifies 
the affertion of this fad. Placing the treaty with 
Great Britain out of the queftion, which feems to 
have been the uppermoft confideration when this 
fentence was penned, the feizure of our provifioa 
veffels fince the fignature of that treaty, and the un- 
warrantable imprifonment of our feamen, are a&s 
which cloud our profperity and happinefs. The 
minds of the Americans ipuft be brought to confi- 
der thefe things as trivial incidents in our political 
affairs, before the fentence under confideration can 
be approved. He faid he muft therefore vote for the 
motion to flxike out the two claufes of the anfwer, in 
order that fome fit expreffions might then, be intro- 
duced to fucceed them. He hoped the anfwer might 
be couched in terms juft and delicate towards the 
Prefident, without wounding the feelings of any Se- 
nator ; and he believed both might be done without 
any difficulty after the two claufes were ex^ 
punged. 

The motion for funking out being put, was $a- 
gatived* 
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After a further attempt to amend the addrefi, 
againft which the Senate divided — 15 and 7, the 
addrefs was agreed to — 14 to 8. 

THE ADDRESS. 

To the Trefident of the United States. 
Sir, 

It is with peculiar fatisfa&ion that we are inform- 
ed by your Speech to the two Houfes of Congrefe, 
that the long and expenfive war in which we have 
been engaged with the Indians north-weft of the 
Ohio, is in a fituation to be finally terminated ; and 
though we view with concern the danger of an in- 
terruption of the peace fo recently confirmed with 
the Creeks, we indulge the hope, that the meafures 
that you have adopted to prevent the fame, if fol- 
lowed by thofe legiflative provifions that jufticeand 
humanity equally demand, will fucceed in laying 
the foundation of a lafting peace with the Indian 

tribes 
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tribes on the fouthern as well as on the weflern 
frontiers. 

The confirmation of our treaty with Morocco, 
and the adjudment of a treaty of peace with Al- 
giers, in confequence of which our captive fellow - 
citizens fhall be delivered from flavery, are events 
that will prove no lefs interceding to the public hu- 
manity, than they will be important in extending 
and fecuring the navigation and commerce of our 
country. 

As a juft and equitable conclufion of our depend- 
ing negotiations with Spain will efientialiy advance 
the intered of both nations, and thereby cherifh and 
confirm the good underdanding and friendfhip 
which we have at all times defired to maintain, it 
will afford us real pleafure to receive an early con- 
firmation of our expeditions on this fubjedh 
:.... : The intereding profpedl of our affairs with regard 
to the foreign powers, between whom and the United 
States controverfies have fubfified, is not more fatif- 
fa&ory than the review of our internal fituation : 
if from the former we derive an expe&ation of the 
extinguifliment of all the caufes of external difcord, 
that have heretofore endangered bur tranquillity, and 
on terms confident with our national honour and 
iafety, in the latter we difcover thofe numerous and 
wide-Cpread tokens of profperity, which in fo pecu- 
liar a manner didinguilh our happy country. 

Circumdances thus every way aufpicious demand 
our gratitude and fincere acknowledgments to Al- 
mighty God, #nd require that we fhould unite our 
efforts, in imitation of your enlightened, firm, and 
perfevering example, to edablifh and preferve the 
peace, freedom, and profperity of our country. 

The obje&s which you have recommended to the 
notice of the Legidature, will in the courfe of the 
feffion receive our careful attention ; and with a true 
zeai for the public welfare, we (hall cheerfully co- 
operate 
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operate in every meafure that fhall appear to tis befl: 
calculated to promote the fame. 

John Adams, Vice-Prelident of the United 
States, and Prefident of the Senate, 
Dec. 12, 1795* 

To which the Prefident was pleafed to male the f&Ir 
lowing Reply. 

Gentlemen-, 

With real pleafure I receive your addrefs, recog- 
• nifing the profperous fituation of our public affairs, 
and giving affurances of your careful attention to 
the objects demanding legislative consideration ; and 
that, with a true zeal for the public welfare, you will 
cheerfully co-operate in every meafure which fhali 
appear to you bed calculated to promote the feme* 

But I derive peculiar fatisfadlion from your coa- 
currence with me in the expreffions of gratitude to 
Almighty God, which a review of the aufpicious 
circumftances that difiinguiih our happy country 
has excited; and I truft that tlie fincerity of our 
acknowledgments will be evidenced by a union of 
efforts to eftablifh and preferve its peace, freedom, 
and profperity. G. Washington* 

Debate on the Manner of prefenting the Addrefs im 
Atifwer to the Prefident f s Speech. 

Wednesday, gth December, 1795. ' 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives went into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, on the fpeech of the 
Prefident, • Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair. The 
Clerk then read the fpeech. 

Mr. Vans Murray (Maryland) next moved that 
a Committee fhould be appointed to draw up a re- 
fpe&ful addrefs in anfvvcr to the fpeech. The reso- 
lution was in thefe words : 

" Refolved, 
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" Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that a refpe&ful addrefs ought to be pre- 
fented by the Houfe of Reprefentatives to the Pre- 
sident of the United States, in anfwer to his fpeech 
to both Houfes of Congrefs, at the commencement 
of this feffion, . containing affurances, that this 
Houfe will take into confideration the various and 
important matters, recommended to their atten- 
tion." 

Mr. Sedgwick (Majfachufetts) feconded the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Parker (Virginia) offered an amendment, 
W/hich was feconded by Mr. Macon (N. C). 

The fubftance of this amendment was to ftrike 
out all that part of the refolution which goes before 
the word ajfurances ; in place of which Mr. Parker 
propofed to appoint a Committee, who fhould per- 
sonally wait on the Prelident, and aflure him of the 
attention of the Houfe, &c. and concluding as 
above. Mr. Parker had the higheft refpe6t for the 
Prefident ; but he had always difapproved of this 
practice of making out addreffes in anfwer to thefe 
lpeeches, and of the Houfe leaving their bufinefs to 
go in a body to prefent them. Laft feffion the framing 
of this addrefs had coft very long debates, and pro- 
duced very great irritation. Some of the moft dif- 
agreeable things that happened during the feffion, 
occurred in thefe debates. He wifhed unanimity, 
and the difpatch of bufinefs, and fo could not con- 
fent that any addrefs fhould be drawn up, as he pre- 
ferred ending the affair, at once by fending a Com- 
mittee with a verbal anfwer. 

'Mr. Murray replied, that the practice of draw- 
ing up fuch an addrefs was coeval with the confiitu- 
tion. It was confiftent with good fenfe, and he did 
not fee that any arguments had been employed by 
the Gentlemen who fpoke laft againft it. It was 
true that the Houfe might fend a verbal anfwer, and 

it 



JANUARY, 1796. 31 

it was like wife true that the Prefident might have 
fent them his fpeech by his Secretary, without 
coming near them at all. He had come to Congrefs, 
and Mr. Murray could perceive no impropriety in 
Congrels returning the compliment by waiting on 
him. 

The Committee divided on the amendment pro- 
pofed by Mr. Parker. Eighteen members rofe in 
lupport of it ; fo it was loft. The Committee then 
agreed to the refolution, as offered by Mr. Murray. 
They role, and the Chairman reported progrefs. 
The refolution was agreed to by the Houfe. The 
next queftion was, of how many members the feled 
Committee fhould confift, that were to be employed 
in framing a draft of the addrefs. The different 
numbers of jive and three were propofed. A divifion 
took place on the former motion, when only thirty- 
one gentlemen rofe in its favour. The motion for a 
Committee of three members to report an addrefs 
was of courfe carried. Mr. Madifon, Mr. Sedg- 
wick, and Mr. Sitgreaves, were appointed. 

Remarks. — Here was a direct attempt on the part 
of Mr. Parker to fet afide a refpe6lful cuftom, which 
was coeval with the operation of the Conftitution of 
the United States. One would imagine that this in- 
ftrumentwas grown out of favour with the Member 
from Virginia ; but we ihall be lefs furprifed at this, 
when we come, by and by, to fee the inftrucSHons 
of his State to its Senators in Congrefs. 

Debate on the Addrefs in Anfwer to the Speech. 
Tuesday, 15th December, ijg 5. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the report 
of the feleft Committee of an addrefs in anfwer to 
the Prefident's fpeech. 

The following paragraph gave rife to fome difcuf- 
fion: 

« Content 
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€t Contemplating that probably unequalled '(pedafefc 
of national happinefs which our country exhibits id 
the interefting fummary which you, Sir, have been 
pleafed to make, in juftice to our own feelings, per- 
mit us to add the benefits which are derived from 
your prefiding in our councils, refulting as Well front' 
the undiminished confidence of your fellow -citizens > 
as from your zealous and fuccejsful labours in their fer* 
'Vice. 

Mr. Parker (Virginia) moved to fir ike out the 
words probably unequalled ; which was carried, 43 
againfl 39. 

He then moved to flrike out from the word rejulf* 
ing to the end of the paragraph. 

Mr. Murray (who, as the Chairman, was about 
to put the queftion on Mr. Parker's motion) faid, that 1 
he could not, in jufiicetothe opinions of hisconftitu- 
ents, &c. of the State pf Maryland at large, give a 
filent vote. He would ftate to the Committee a re- 
cent fa6t that warranted him in declaring that the 
Prefident pofleffed, in the ampleft manner, the 
confidence of the citizens of Maryland. The Le- 
giflature of that State, probably forefeeing the efforts 
of certain perfons to diminifh the confidence of the 
public in the Chief Magiftrate, had pafled a refolur 
tion which appears to have been unanimous, by 
which they declare to the world the moft perfect con- 
fidence in the Prefident. 

This fa61:, though known certainly to many, 
might not be known to all prefent; arid as in this 
folemn teftimony of approbation and confidence he 
totally coincided, he could neither be entirely filent 
when a quefiion like this implies the contrary fenti- 
ment, nor withhold from Gentlemen a great fad fo 
recently difplaying the undiminifhed confidence of . 
the State of Maryland. 

Mr. Giles (Virginia) hoped that the latter 
amendment would not take any difagreeable turn; 

He 
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He was not prepared to go at length . into the pro- 
portions. He did not think, it inconfiftent with all 
duerefpect for the Prefident to ftiorten this claufe. 

A Member prdpofed to reftridt this amendment to 
merely ftriking out the word undiminiflied. 

Mr. Harper (S. Carolina) thought the Prefident 
as wife, as honeft, and faithful al public fervant as 
poflibly could be. He was not prepared to lay that 
the Prefident was as popular as he formerly has 
been, but there is no doubt of his being rcinflated 
in the confidence of the public. Mr. Harper was 
confident that four fifths of us AM trufi: in him. 
But Mr. Harper thought that objections might be 
made to the claufe as it now ftands ; and he defigned, 
when the prefent quettion had been difcufled, to 
move an amendment. 

Mr. Parker informed the Houfe, that, with much 
refpedi for the Prefident, his confidence had dimi- 
nijhed. He agreed to limit the amendment to ftrik- 
ing out the word undiminiflied, in the claufe above 
quoted; 

Mr. Sedgwick (Maffachufeits) obferved, that it 
had how, in confequence of the motion for ftriking out 
the word undiminiJAed, become a queftion of fact, whe- 
ther our own and our conftituents' confidence in the 
Prefident was, or was not, diminished ? To fuppofe 
the former, in his opinion, was unfupported by 
fadtsj wasdifgraceful to our conftituents, and muft, 
in the end, prove baneful to that fyftem of govern- 
ment which we were attempting toadminifier. 

That, fo far as he was acquainted with the a<5Uial 
diipofitiort of the people of that part of the country 
where alone he could have obtained competent 
knowledge, he was as certain as he could be of any 
m public fentiments, that confidence in the Prefident, 
fo far from being diminifhed by the artifices which had 
been made life of on the contrary, had been incrcafed ; 
and h^felt perfectly fare, that at no antecedent pe- 
voL.ni. & riod, 



34 POLITICAL CENSOR, No. I, 

riod had the tide of popular affe&ion fet fo flrongly 
towards him as at the prefent moment. 

That this part of the addrefs exprefled our own and 
our conftituents' undiminifhed confidence in the Pre- 
fident, apd an acknowledgment of his zealous and 
fuccefsful labours in the public fervice. That he 
had approved of this part of the addrefs, as a member 
of the feledt Committee ; and on reviewing, fince, 
the fubje<9:, he had found no caufe to reject the opi- 
nion which he had then formed. He did be- 
lieve, and he loved to believe, becaufe it was ho- 
nourable to his conftituents, that the late efforts 
which had been made, had, inltead of diminifhing, 
increafed the public confidence. That a late mea- 
sure of the Executive had indeed provided a fit occa- 
fion for a difclofure of enmities which prudence and 
policy had heretofore concealed, but had not fhaken 
the well-founded reliance of the public on the wif- 
dom and integrity of the Prefidcnt. To fuppofe an 
abatement of confidence, in his opinion, was to 
fuppofe in the people a want of a due fenfe of grati- 
tude for the diftinguifhed bleflings which they en- 
joyed ; it was to fuppofe a bafenefs of difpofition un- 
worthy of their former conduct, unworthy of free- 
men. " Who," he afked, " of a candid mind, 
and fair and honourable (entiments, can take a re- 
view of the glorious conduct of our Chief during the 
conflict of the revolution ; his zealous and fucccfl- 
iul labours for the public good ; his bravery, mo- 
deration, and humanity : who can follow him to 
the place of his happy retirement, and there again 
behold himjeovered with glory, attended by the gra- 
titude and affe&ion of his fellow-citizens, and the 
applaufes of the world ; who can fee him again if- 
fuing, at the call of his countrymen, from this retire- 
ment, and putting at hazard, for their benefit, the 
mighty mats of reputation which he had colle&ed, 
that beft reward of virtuous minds; who can review 
:. . the 
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the fituation of this country for the fix years of his 
adminiftration, the dangers to which we have been 
expofed, and the happy elcapes we have experienced, 
effe&ed by his prudence, fagacity, and firmnefs ; 
who can review the condu<5l of the Prefident in thefe 
interefting fcenes but with a heart filled with grati* 
tude, affedtion, and confidence ?" 

No man, he hoped, in his heart ; no man, he be- 
lieved, would, conliftently with a due regard to his 
owi reputation, deny to the Preiident his juft claims 
of merit. No man could, without difgracing his 
fconftituents, deny their participation in this ienti- 
ment. It only remained then to be inquired, whe- 
ther thefe j ufi feelings of their and our hearts ought, 
under the exifting circumftances, to be published 
to the world. He held this declaration to be, at 
this moment, an indifpenfable obligation due from 
the representatives of the people, from a regard to 
themfelves, their confiituents, and the permanent and 
beneficial exiflence of the Government which they 
had chofen. 

Although the Prefident had twice bten called by 
the unanimous and unfolicited voice of his country- 
men, to prefide in their Government ; though, to 
comply with their wifhes, he had facrificed more 
than any other man could have done ; and although 
the only reward he fought, Or would accept, was 
their approbation, yet licentious and turbulent 
prefles had teemed with fcandalous and infamous 
abufe* What fentiments by thefe caufes might be 
produced in his mind, whether pity, contempt, or 
indignation, or a mixture of them all, he could not 
determine ; nor was it necejflary to inquire further, 
to determine whether we fhould attempt to defeat 
their effects* In no manner could this be done fo 
effectually as by declaring our own and our coofti- 
tuents' confidence in him. 

©a The 
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. The Prefidcnt bad told the Legislature that it -wad 
the favourite, wifh of his heart to unite with us in 
our efforts, to preferve, prolong, and improve our 
immenfe advantages. Did we believe this decla- 
ration ? Why then fhould we not unite in counter- 
acting the malignant efforts of fedition, by publish- 
ing the fentiment, at once juit to him, and honour- 
able to ourfelves ? 

The efforts which had been made to depreciate 
the character of that fir ft of men and of patriots, in- 
itead of producing the nefarious effect, he b€- 
lievcd in his confeience had increafed, as it .ought, 
the., public confidence and regard. Thus feeling 
and Believing, he wifhed to refcue our country from 
the imputation of bafenefs and ingratitude,- which 
other.wi(e' it would appear to -merit. 
\ jBut.it was faid that an expreffion of confidence at 
this time, might be conftrued into a declaration of 
approbation of a late meafure of the Executive, #nd 
preclude the right of examining that meafure accord- 
ing to its merit, whenever it fhculd be laijd.bpfore 
the • Legiftature.. To this he . anfwered, that, for 
himfelf, he had no fuch intention ; and he believed 
it incapable of fuch a confirudlion. Confidence did 
riot imply an approbation of every part of the offi- 
cer's con du& to whom it belonged ; it did not' ex- 
clude the idea of fallibility ; but.it only ipa plied, an 
approbation of the general tenqur of his conduct. 

If, when the firit officer of bur Government was 
thus attacked, he was left to be overwhelmed by a 
torrent of abufe, without the countenance and fup- 
port of his conftituents or their representatives* 
what man, he afked, who had talents to bp ufeful, 
reputation to lofe, or feelings to be wounded, would 
put all at hazard to fervc an ungrateful country ? 
Wjiqt would fuch mean andbafc defertion produce, 
but to* make the ffrff office^ of our Government 

pofts 
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pofis to which merit would be uncongenial ? what 
but to provide vacancies to be filled 'by harpies who 
would prey 011 the vitals of the Republic ? 

There was another circumftance which preffed 
itfelf on his reflexions on this Occafion. It was the 
charadler— H-the juft charadlcr which the Prefident 
poflefles throughout (he civilized world. What 
yvoulcl it be to. reject this part of the addrefs, but to 
juflify thofe, he hoped unfounded, afperfions which 
had been x made on republican governments ? what 
but to verify thole malign predictions which had 
been pointed at our fytlem ? 

Thus had he expofed to the Committee, as con- 
cifely as he could, his own views of this important 
fubjeft. He would only add, that, when the Prefi- 
dent entered firft on the execution of the important 
duties of his office, the man who would have dared 
to predict that the prefent queftion would, at this 
time, have become a fubje6l of debate, would have 
been confidered as predicting the infamy of his 
country. 

Mr. Livingston faid there were many whofe 
confidence was impaired by a late tranfadiion. He 
could not therefore confent to the expreffion in the 
draft of the addrefs. Mr. Sedgwick had faid that 
confenting to ftrikeout the word undiminijlied> would 
be telling the world that our confidence actually is 
diminifhed; and the Member from Maflachufetts 
adds, that the Houfe are now brought into a difireff- 
ing dilemma. If there is a diftrefs in the cafe, it 
originates witk this Member himfelf, as one of the 
Committee who brought in this draft of an addrefs. 
He moved, to prevent any unconciliating debates, 
that the addrefs might be recommitted. The motion 
\yas feconded by Mr. Sedgwick. The Committee 
rofe, and the refolution for recommitting pai?ed. 

It was then moved that two members fhould be 
. d 3 * % ' added 
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added to the Committee on drafting the addrefs. 
Mr. Tracy confidered the prefent number as fuffici- 
<Snt. Mr. Freeman and Mr. Baldwin were added. 

Wednesday, \6th December, 1795. 
The felefl Committee reported the following ad- 
drefe to the Prefident, in anfwer to his fpeech to both 
Houfes of Congrefs, which was unanimoufly agreed 
to: 

To the Prefident of the United States. 

Sir, 

As (he Reprefentatives of the people of the United 
States, we cannot but participate with the firongeft 
fenfibility of every bleffing which they enjoy, and 
cheerfully join with you in profound gratitude ta the 
Author of all good, for the numerous and extraor- 
dinary bleffings which he has conferred on our fa- 
voured country. 

A final and formal termination of the diftrefling 
war which has ravaged our north- weflern frontier, 
will be an event which muft afford a fatisfadlion 
proportioned to the anxiety with which it has long 
been fought ; and in the adjuflment of the terms, 
we perceive the true policy of making them fatisfac- 
tory to the Indians as well as to the United States^ 
as the beft bafisof a durable tranquillity. The dif- 

Eofition of fuch of the fouthern tribes as had alfo 
eretofore annoyed our frontier, is another profpedt 
in our fituation fo important to the intereft and hap- 
pinefs of the United States, that it is much to be la- 
mented, that any clouds fhould be thrown over it, 
more efpecially by excefles on the part of our own 
citizens. 

While our population is advancing with a celerity 
which exceeds the moft fanguine calculations — - 
while every part of the United States difplays indica- 
tions of rapid and various improvement— while we 

are 
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are in the enjoyment of protection andfecurity, by 
mild and wholefome laws, adminiflered by govern- 
ments founded on the genuine principles of rational 
liberty, a fecure foundation will be laid for accelerat- 
ing, maturing, and eftabliihing the profperity of our 
country; if, by treaty and amicable negotiation, 
all thofe caufes of external difcord, which heretofore 
menaced our tranquillity, fhall be extinguifhed, on 
terms compatible with bur national rights and ho- 
nour, and with our conftitution and great commer- 
cial interefts. 

Among the various circumftances in our internal 
fituation, none can be viewed with more fatisfadtion 
and exultation than that the late fcene of diforder 
and infurrediion has been completely reftored to the 
enjoyment of order and repofe. Such a triumph of 
reafon and of law is worthy of the free Government 
under which it kappened, and was juftly to be hoped 
from the enlightened and patriotic fpirit which per- 
vades and a&uates the people of the United 
States, 

In contemplating that fpe&acle of national happi- 
nefs which our country exhibits, and of which you, 
Sir, have been pleafed to make an interefting fum- 
mary, permit us to acknowledge and declare the 
very great fhare which your zealous and faithful fer- 
vices have contributed to it, and to exprefs the af- 
fectionate attachment which we feel for your cha* 
rafter. 

The feveral interefting fubje&s which you recom- 
mend to our conlideration, will receive every degree 
of attention which is due to them: and whilft we 
feel the obligation of temperance and mutual indul- 
gence in all our difcuflion*, we truft and pray, that 
the refult to the happinels and welfare of our coun- 
try may correfpond with the pure afFedion we 
bear to it. 

n 4 Thursday, 
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Thursday, iph December, 1795. 

Tke Speaker, attended by the Houfe, waited ox\ 
the rrefident with the addrefs, to which they rer 
Ceived the following reply : 

Gentlemen, 

Coming, as you do, from all parts pf the United 
States, I receive great fatisfadtion from the concur- 
rence of your teflimony in the juftnefs of the inter- 
efiing fummary of our national happincls, which, as 
the reiult of my inquiries, I prefented to your view. 
The fentiments we have mutually expreifed of pro- 
found gratitude to the Source of thofe numerous 
bleffings, the Author of all good, are pledges of 
our obligations tQ unite pin* fincere and zealous en- 
deavours, as the inftruments of Divine Providence^ 
to preferve and perpetuate them. 

Accept^ Gentlemen, my thanks for your declara- 
tion, that to my agency you afcribe the enjoyment 
of a great fhare of thefe benefits. * So far as my fer 7 
vices contribute to the happinefs of my country, thb 
acknowledgment thereof, by my fellow-citizens, and 
their affectionate attachment, will ever prove an 
abundant reward. 

Remakks.- — Thus ended this pavt of the proceed- 
ings in a manner which, perhaps, refledis but little 
honour on the Houfe of Reprefentativcs. 

The fentiment contained in the propofed addrefs, 
expreffing an undhmnijlied confidence in the Prefi- 
dent, fecmed the moft proper that any combination 
of words could convey ; and particularly on the pre- 
fent occafion. The meafures of the Chief Magis- 
trate had been moft violently oppofed ; he had been 
all but menaced, in order to deter him from the ex- 
ercife of powers vefted in him by the Conftitution ; 
his motive^ had been disfigured, and his charadler 

reviled. 
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reviled. This Was to be expected from (he leaders of 
a faction averfe to hisadminiilration, and even to the 
Government, and from thofe among the people whoci| 
they had been able to millead. But, were the de- 
clarations of thefe turbulent demagogues ; were the lw 
centious afperfions and abominable falfehopds of that 
hired tribe, to be feconded by the Legi Aatars of the 
Union ? On this addrels the malcontents had fixed 
their eyes ; from it they cxpedtcd encouragement or 
reproof. To be tilent was to encourage. The Re- 
prefentatives knew that the feelings of the Prefident 
had been deeply wounded, and it was .their place to 
adminifler the healing balm. To- this effect, and 
at once to filence the hydra of fa&ion, nothing wa$ 
fb well calculated as a firm and explicit declaration, 
that their confidence was undimini/hed. 

Jlovvever, had not the word undiminifhed been in- 
troduced into the prqpofed addrefs, the omiifion of 
that epithet would have been of lefs confequence; 
but, when once propofed to expunge it by a vote 
pf the Houfe, was to declare to the whole Union, and 
even to the whole world, that the Pretident had hji 
the confidence of his fellow-citizens \ a declaration that, 
iu fome countries, precedes a difmiffion from office, 
downfal, and difgrace ! 

Mr. Parker, who made the motion for finking out 
the word undiminijhed, tells us plainly that, " with 
much refyeft for the Prefident, his confidence was di- 
vuwflied" and*hus > in this fhort fentence, advances; 
the moft palpable inconfiftency that ever fell from 
the lips of mortal man. His confidence diminifhes, 
while his refpeel remains undiminiflied ! Unlets, 
indeed, we arc to imagine that his refpedt was in a 
cpnfumption as well as his confidence. Such a pa- 
radoxical avowal might fhine in the lunatic reveries 
of a Roufleau ; but is little congenial with the fo- 
^ricty of a legislative debate, 

1 Thefe 
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Thefe obfervations are far from being inapplicable 
to the addrefs finally agreed on by the Houfe. On 
the 16th of December they " acknowledge and de- 
*' clare, that the zealous and faithful Services of the 
* f Prefident have had a very great (hare in contribute 
" ing to the happinefs of the country ; and exprefs the 
" affectionate attachment they feel for his chara&er," 
when, but the very day before, they had determined 
that their confidence in him was diminifhed ! If they 
were perfuaided that his zeal and faithful fervices 
h$d fo eminently contributed to the happinefs of the 
Country, what reafon had they to declare that their 
confidence was diminifhed ? And, if their confi- 
dence was diminifhed, how could his character dc- 
ferve their affe&ionate attachment ? There is no 
medium here : confidence in a public man is like 
virtue in a woman ; as long as it exifts at all it muft 
be unimpaired. It is entire, or it is no more. 

There is no telling what may be the effe6l of thefe 
proceedings; but certain it is, it will i:ot be the 
fault of Mr. Parker and thofe who fided with him 
on this oceafion, if General Wafhington, or any 
other man who has a reputation to lofe, Ihould again 
be feen at the head of Government *. The thrye 
branches fhould be checks on each other, it is true ; 
but if they are not alfo mutual fupports, the whole 
fabric will foon crumble to the ground ; and the 
degree of popular ftrength, whatever that may be % 
acquired by the reprefentative branch through the 
prefent decifion, muft inevitably tend to enfeeble 
the other two. 



* This grudging vote was one of the caufes which roduced 
Wafhington to retire in the fpring of 1797. He never before had. 
experienced any thing like difapprobntion. He now faw that his 
power to command univerfai applaufe was gone, never to return ; 
and he accordingly refolved to quit his ftaiion. 

Debate 
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Debate on the Attempt at Corruption, by Randall 
and IWitney. 

Monday, December 28th, 1795. 

Mr. Smith (S. C.) requefied the attention of,the 
Houfe for a moment, to a fubjedt of a very delicate 
nature. He underflood that a memorial was this 
morning to be prefented from fome individuals, ap- 
plying for a grant of a large traft of the Weftern 
Territory : and as the Houfe had referred all fuch 
applicants to the Committee for bringing in the 
Land Office Bill, of which he was Chairman ; * 
and as it was probable that the memorial about to 
be prefented would be difpofed of in the fame man- 
ner, he conceived it a duty incumbent on him to dif- 
clofe to the Houfe, at this time, fome circumflances 
which had come to his knowledge, Mr. Smith then 
faid, that on Tuefday evening laft, a perfon of 
the name of Randall called on him, requeuing an 
hour of confidential converfation. In the interview 
which took place, Randall made a communication . 
to the following efFe<5t. He intended to prefent a 
memorial on the Monday following to Congrefs for 
a grant of all the Weftern lands lying between 
lakes Michigan, Erie, and Huron, to the amount 
of about twenty millions of acres. He and his aflb- 
ciates, fome of whom were Canada merchants, , who 
had great influence over the Indians, propofed to 
form a company, and to undertake the extinction of 
the Indian title, provided Congrefs would cede to 
them the fee fimple of the land. The property 
would be divided into forty fhares, twenty-four of 
which ftiould be referved for fuch members of Con- 
grefs as might favour the fcheme, and might be in- 
clined to come into it, after the adjournment of Con- 
grefs, on the fame terms as the original aifociators. 
fUndall himfelf had the difpofal of twelve fhares, 
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for members from the Southern States ; and col* 
leagues of his, a like number of thofe of the Eaflern 
States. A certain number of fhares were to be the 
property of thofe Canada merchants, who had an un- 
bounded influence over the Indians occupying thofe 
lands, and who would, if this plan fucceeded, pa- 
cify thofe Indians who were the moft hoftile to the 
United States : that General Wayne's treaty was a 
mere delufion, and that without the co-operation of 
thofe influential perfons the United States would ne- 
ver have peace in that quarter. Mr. Srpith faid, that he 
had communicated this overture the next morning 
to Mr. Murray, one of the members from Maryland, 
requefting his advice how to proceed on fo delicate 
an occafion ; that Mr. Murray recommended a dif- 
clofure to Mr. Henry of the Senate, and that, on a 
confultation with thofe gentlemen, it was refolved 
that it was Mr. Smith's duty to make an immediate 
communication of the matter to the Prefident, which 
was accordingly done. 

Mr. Murray rofe next. He had received an ap- 
plication of the fame nature; but having already 
heard of the propefal,' " I was," faid Mr. Murray, 
€< in a flate of preparation, and my virtue had not 
" fuch a fhock to encounter as that of the Gentleman 
"laft up" 

Mr. Murray corroborated what .M 1 '*: Smith had 
faid as to the communication of this,;aifair to him- 
lelf. He advifed Mr. Smith to give .Randall anor 
ther meeting, for the purpafp ,of developing his 
fcheme and expectations more fully. 

Mr. Murray faid that Mr. Smith informed' him 
on Wednefday morning : next day, in the morning, 
he informed Mr. Henry of the Senate. Mr. Smith, 
on that day, informed the Prefident. On that day 
{Thurfday) Mr. Randall was introduced to him, and 
fliked an interview at his lodging ; he gave hup m 

appointment 
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appointment at five in the afternoon, Mr. Henry 
and he were together when Randall came in. Ran* 
dall talked about the policy of extinguifhing the In- 
dian title to the peninfula formed by lakes Erie, 
'Huron, and Michigan, containing about eighteen 
or twenty millions of acres of very good land ; and 
talked in terms that he might have employed from a 
pulpit. He did not make any corrupt overtures till 
Mr. Murray had carried him into his own apartment. 
There Randall opened his propofals, as had been be- 
fore mentioned by Mr. Smith, obferving, that if Con- 
grefs would fell this land to him and his company, 
they intended to divide it into forty or forty-one ftiares. 
Twenty-four lhares were to be appropriated to fuch 
members of Congrefs as chofe to fupport the me- 
morial, which would be prefented on Monday. The 
members were to have their lhares on the fame 
terms on which his company ihould obtain the land. - 
The company would give five hundred thoufaod, 
or perhaps, a million of dollars ; but on Mr. Mur- 
ray's apparent acquiefceqee in his views, hefaid that 
the lhares would be given to the members who ad- 
vocated the meafure, if they pleated to accept them, 
after they returned to their homes. Mr. Murray 
ftarted a difficulty about the emba r rraffment of Jand 
fpeculations, for which heperfonally had no genius; 
and then Randall inftantly turned out the cat, and 
told him, that if he did not choofe the lhare of land, 
he fhould have cafli in hand for his fhare. Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Murray had refolved to difclofe this 
to the Houfe, left fome innocent member might of- 
fer a memorial, and become liable to fulpicion. 
Randall had hinted that larger proportions would 
be afligncd to the more a&ive members, and leifer 
ones for the/mall fijh. . 

The Speaker then rofe, arid exprefled a virim,that 
fome Gentleman wpuld move for an order , to appre- 

■ .■..• . hend 



4* POLITICAL CENSOR, No. I. 

hend Randall. Upon this, Mr. Smith again roleJ, 
and faid, that a warrant to this effect had yeflerday 
been iffued by the Prefident, and to fupport which, 
Mr. Smith had made oath before a magiftrate to the 
particulars above mentioned. He hoped that by 
this time the perfon was taken. 

Mr. Giles rofe next, and obferved that an appli- 
cation from the fame Mr. Randall had been made to 
himfelf. Befides a repetition of fome particulars al- 
ready ftated, he told Mr. Giles that he had already 
fecured thirty or forty members of this Houfe, 
btit he wanted to fecure three other members, if Mr. 
Giles recolle&ed right. He added, that he had al- 
ready fecured a majority in the Senate. When this 
propofal was firft made, which . he thought was 
about ten days ago, a member from New-York 
(Mr. Livingfton) was prcfent. Randall had even 
gone 1 fo far as to lay, that a written agreement was 
drawn out, and fubferibed by a number of eaftern 
members, and he vyiftied Mr. Giles \o extend ano- 
ther obligation of the fame kind for the fouthern 
members ; the purport of which paper was under- 
tfood to be, that the members who voted in fupport 
of the difpofal of the lands, were to be fecured in a 
ftipulated fhare of' them, without having their 
names mentioned in the deed. Mr. Giles was foli- 
citous to learn the names of the members who had 
already entered into the negotiation ; but Randall 
aflured.him, that, from motives of delicacy, he durft 
not communicate any of the names. , Mr. Giles then 
defired a fight of the agreement, that he might be 
able to comprehend its meaning, before he fhould 
attempt to draw any fimilar paper. The man called 
a fecond time, and, as Mr. Giles conceived, about 
four d^ys ago, but never could produce either the 
deed, or any draught of it. Mr. Giles had already 
communicated the propofal to feveral members, 
and, in particular, to the Speaker. 

2 The 
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The Speaker (Mr. Dayton) mentioned, that Mr. 
Giles had, fome time ago, informed him of the pro- 
pofal. He replied, that, if an opportunity offered, 
he would take care to feleS a Committee confuting of 
members Jure to deteR the guilty , if any fuch could 
exift ; adding, that he expe&ed the Houfe to believe 
that he would not have ufed fuch words, but on fo 
extraordinary an occaiion. 

• Mr. Christie faid, that he was the perfon who in- 
troduced Randall to Mr. Smith and Mr. Murray- 
He had long known him as a refpe&able man. He 
had mentioned to Mr. Chriftie, in general, that 
it was a landed fpectilation ; and hinted that he, Mr* 
Chriftie, might accept of a {hare. In reply, that 
Gentleman affured him that he could not poflibly 
have a concern in any fuch tranfa&ion. Randall 
had not, to Mr. Chriftie, infinuated that any undue 
advantages would accrue to members fupporting the 
intended purchafe. 

Mr. Buck, a member from Vermont, mentioned 
that a perfon of the name of Whitney, who appears 
to have been an affociate of Randall, had called 
upon him in the country, with a propofal of this 
kind. 

Remarks. — I never was more furprifed in my life* 
than when I heard Mr. Dayton, the Speaker, 
avow, that he had told Mr. Giles he would take care 
tofeleHfuch a Committee as fhould deteft the guilty, if 
any fuch could exift. 

This fentence from the Speaker difcovers to us, 
that he had but an indifferent opinion of the integrity 
of fome of the members of the Houfe : for, had not 
this been the cafe, he would not have fallen on a 
plan of detecting the guilty. The qualifying phrafe, 
>" if any fuch could exiiV > does by no me^ns do 
away the exiftence of fufpicion in his mind; for, 
if no fufpicion exiftcd, why fliould he talk of 
taking care to/elect a Committee for the purpofe of de- 
tection ? 



# POLITICAL CENSOR, No. f. 

legion ? This laft expreffion has alfo fomething or 
a party nature in it. Mr. Dayton fhoald have pre- 
sumed that every member in the Houfe would be 
anxious to detect guilt : to fay that he would take 
care tofehclfavh a 'Committee as would do this, waS 
not only to prefume that there were fome mem* 
hem who would not do #, but it was to hint, at thfe 
fame time, that he knew, or at leaft goeffed, whb 
ihofe member^ were. This concluiion is inevitable; 
for it would have been an abfurdity which fo fenfi- 
blea man as the Speaker could not have fallen into, 
: to propofe to himfelf fhe fele&ing of fuch a Commit- 
tee as would bej/tfr£tddete<51 the guilty, if he had had 
an equal Confidence in all the members of the Houfe, 
or if he had not fome particular members in his eye, 
•whom he looked upon as men of more integrity thah 
fome others. I know not how the Houfe felt on this 
occafion ; but had I been a member, I freely de- 
clare, that I fhould have felt my honour much more 
deeply wounded by this fuggeflion of the Speaker, 
than by any thing that poUibly could be advanced, 
or even proved, by the land-jobbers themfclves. IF 
lie had incautiously let fall fuch exprcflioris to Mi*. 
Giles, there was certainly no kind of neceffity for 
repeating them in public, urilefs called upon to that 
effefl. This is by no means the leaft' exceptionable 
circumitance, as the unafked-for repetition of the 
fuggeftion feems to have been merely a lure for po- 
pularity ; a trick always beneath an independent 
member of Congfefs, and more efpecially fo, when, 
that popularity is to be obtained at the expenfe d£ 
his colleagues. 



*o 



Tuesday, December Q,gfh. 

Mr. Blount brought forward a refolutidn -iff 
nearly the following Words : " Refolved, that it bd 
" made a charge againft Robert Randall, that hfc 
" declared to a Member of tliis Houfq, that a nurri- 

" bCYy 



, JANUARY, 1796* 49 

u ber, confifting of not lefs than thirty members of 
<c this Houfe, had engaged to fupport bis memo^ 
« rial;' 

Mr, Murray called upon Gentlemen, by their 
fenjibitity to perfonal dignity, and the character of the 
Houfe, to arreft the motion. Its tendency certainly 
was to place the honour of the Houfe, or a very great part 
of it, in the power of a man, of whofe known profligacy of 
principles there could now be no doubt. Will you, he 
obferved, permit, nay invite, him whom you arraign 
at the bar of this Houfe, to be a public accufer f Will 
you adopt a charge againfl him, which is in its na* 
ture an imputation, that, however lightly and wic- 
kedly made, will implicate perhaps innocent men ? 
Thefe men, to refcue their own reputations, will be 
obliged to rifle their characters, on the weight of 
their veracity, by denying this man's charge in the 
face of a world but too prone to fufpedt. — By this 
motion Randall's affertion to the Gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Giles), the only member who has 
mentioned it, is to be alleged againft Randall as 
an offence. That Randall faid to the Gentleman that 
there were thirty or forty members fecured, he had no 
doubt — but the believed the fafl to be, that Randall 
was both deceived himfelf, and attempted to deceive 
the Gentleman — " Why/' faid Mr. Murray, " the 
" fellow told me that there were thirty members fe- 
€< cured." — Mr. Murray had not thought proper to 
ftate that circumftance, becaufe he did not fo much 
confider it as a fa& material to the dete6H<*n of 
Randall's guilt, as it was one, which, if mentioned, 
might poffibly afford to malice an opportunity pf af- 
fixing a ftigma to any thirty or forty names at which 
perfonal enmity might point. No public good could 
refult from fuch a difclofure — for the affertion of fuch 
a man as Randall could not, among men of honour, 
be deemed a fufficient ground of fufpicion ; and yet the 
malice of the world, or the rancour of perfonal ene- 

vol, in. b mies, 
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tnies, might attach fufpicion and difhonour to almoft 
the whole Houfe, from the indefinitenefs of the 
charge. When Randall informed him or* Thurfday 
night that there were thirty members who would 
fupport his meafurcs, he had felt in the very condudt 
which he was then himlelf purfuing to detect Ran- 
dall, to arreft his fcheme, a principle of candour 
towards others, which taught him that other gentle- 
men, to whom Randall had communicated his fcheme 
confidentially j were probably determined, as honeftly 
3S himfelf, to crufti the infamous plot againft the 
honour of the Houfe, He knew that he who 
would be wicked enough to attempt fedudtion, 
might be weak enough to ufe this intelligence art- 
folly, for the purpofe of leading him the more rea- 
dily to accept terms of infamy ; becaufe the object 
was painted as eafily attainable ; and that Randall 
might wifh to diminifh all qualms, by exhibiting 
3 pretended group of accomplices, whofe company 
would, at leaft, diminifli the appearance- of Angula- 
rity. I entertained, faid Mr, Murray, no fufpicion 
of any man — 1 knew Randall to be a corrupt man, 
from his offers to myfelf — I therefore placed all his 
intelligence to the fcore of flimfy art I knew that 
tfuch a man was not to be fully believed where his in- 
tereft was to magnify his fuccefs — I drew favourable 
aufpices with refpeft to the corps to which I belong, 
from another piece of intelligence of his, which 
was, that he communicated to Tome members, one 
of whom he had named, and whom I knew to be a 
man of honour, in what he called the general way.— • 
This general way was a difplay of the founder part of 
his fcheme merely, and not the corrupt : confiftingin 
developing the advantages which would refult to the 
Union in the difpofal of their lands, provided the 
harmony of the Indians could be fecured. In this 
view of his plan he gave the fubjedl an attitude far 
froraunimpofing; andlQQnceived, that as, in pro- 
portion 
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portion to the numbers engaged confidentially, he 
muft know that the hazard of detection increafedj 
he would not communicate the corrupt view as long 
as he found the more honeft part of the policy might 
appear to ftrike any gentleman as a meafure ufeful 
to his country — I therefore did not believe Randall in. 
the fenfe he evidently intended. Therefore, Sir, I 
did not feel myfelf at liberty to mention the aflTertion, 
which I conceived to be unavailing as a circum* 
fiance neceflfary to the example I wifhed to make, 
but which, if communicated, I thought might caft a 
ftain, by the myftery that enveloped it, upon a body 
whofe charafter ought to be held facred to the confi- 
dence of the country. My duty was to bring Ran- 
dall's attempt to corrupt unequivocally into light ; not 
by repeating all the arts which he ufed in order to 
corrupt ; not by exhibiting them in a way that might 
wound the feelings of men of honour, who, if charged 
even perfonally by Randall, would have no refuge 
from odium, but in their characters and counter- 
aflertion. This, though always conclufive with thole 
who perfonally know them, is not a proteftion to 
minds of fenfibility againft the flings of calumny. 
The voice of fame is not compofed from the voice of 
men of honour. 

It was, he faid, in the fpirit of fuch reflexions, 
that he and the Gentleman with whom he had 
concerted the mode and time of difclofure (Mr. 
W. Smith) had determined to truft rather to the as 
yet unftained honour of the Houfe, than totheloofe 
declarations of Randall, and therefore had refolved 
on Friday morning to make the difclofure before 
fome Gentleman, innocent of the corrupt fcheme, 
and acquainted with the founder part of the plan 
only, might have caufetoblufti at having prefented 
a memorial which it would be their duty to defeat 
and cover with infamy. If this charge is exhibited 
£ 2 againft 
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again ft Randall, he will confefs or deny it ; if he 
confeffcs it, and, in the difpofition that often accom- 
panies detedled guilt, fhould name particular 
gentlemen, though their counter-affertion would 
completely, in his own mind, outweigh the charge . 
of a corrupt and profligate accufer, like Randall, yet 
would every man of delicacy have caufe to regret, 
that, merely for the purpofe of adding to the charges 
againft a man proved to be wicked, a ftain had 
glanced from him upon a name innocent and ho- 
nourable. Let gentlemen a& with magnanimity 
upon this occafion — Let them refift a motion, 
which, however purely conceived, may even- 
tually wound honeft fame, without detecting guilt. 
Mr. Murray folemnly believed, that Randall's afler- 
tion was either falfe totally, or true only as it re- 
fpe&ed thofe who had liftened to him for the purpofe 
of making an example — or thofe to whom he had fpo- 
ken in what he had called the general way. If Ran- 
dall denied this charge, it would reft on the afler- 
tion of the Gentleman from Virginia, but could not 
affeft members farther, than as the meafure of in- 
quiry feemed to imply fufpicion. He and the Gen- 
tleman from South Carolina had both a&ed upon 
the prefumption of innocence in members, and they 
had refolved on the timely difclofure yefterday, left 
even onej member, however innocent, might be 
placed in a painful fituation by prefenting the memo- 
rial. If Randall is charged with this as an offence, 
he verUy believed the Houfe betrayed its own honour 
to the malice of the world. He would therefore 
vote decidedly againft it. 

Mr. Murray, in the courfe of his fpeech, added 

feveral other observations. He did not doubt that 

in every diftridt of the continent, thirty favourites 

.would be pointed out, whom the people in that 

quarter, 
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quarter, or at leaft fome among them, would be 
difpoled to confign to infamy ; and perhaps there 
was not one diftridt in the Union where the fame 
thirty members would be named. It would be laid, 
" Sir, they are not named, but I know who art th*. 
" men." So rapid were the communications of the 
prefs, fo keen the appetite for fcandal, that, when N 
once the ftory was circulated, it might be impoflible 
ever to get rid of it. 

Mr. Giles replied : He was in favour of the mo » 
tion of Mr. Blount. He faid it was evident from 
the way in which this whole communication had 
been brought forward, that there had been no pre- 
vious correfpondence between Mr. Murray and him- 
felf. They had felt differently. Mr. Giles had in- 
formed the Speaker of the Houfe. Mr. Murray and 
his friend(Mr.W. Smith)had communicated the affair 
to the Prelident ; a meafure of which, as it ftruck 
Mr. Giles, he did not diftin<SHy perceive the pro-, 
priety. Mr. Giles had confidered it as beft to wait in 
iilence till the petition of Randall fhould come for* 
ward. Mi\ Murray had fuggefted a variety of deli- 
cate motives for breaking the matter to the Houfe, 
left the petition fhould come forward and hurt the 
feelings of an innocent and unfufpe&ing Member* 
Mr. Giles did not wifh to diminifh the credit fully 
due to the Gentleman in this refpedt. He himfelf 
had felt fomewhat differently. He had afted differr 
entiy. » 

Mr. Hillhouse was convinced that there was 
not a Gentleman in the Houfe whofe character refted 
on fo flender a foundation as to be affedted by any 
thing this man could fay. He felt no anxiety for 
the reputation of the Houfe, for he knew that it 
was not in the fmalleft danger. The refolutiom 
went merely to make Randall confefs that he had 
faid fo and fo. It implied nothing tending to afle<Sfc 

e 3 members* 
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members. A man covered with infamy making fuch 
charges could not exped credit, or obtain it from 
any body, Mr. Hillhoufe was, for thefe reafons, 
in favour of the refolution for interrogating Ran- 
dall; -, 

The refolution paffed in the affirmative. 

* Wednesday, 30/A December, 1795, 

Randall and Whitney being in cuftody, a de- 
bate took place with refpe6t to allowing them coun- 
fclat the bar of the Houfe, which was alfo deter- 
mined in the affirmative. On this occafion Mr. 
Chriftie obferved, that he had known Randall for 
many years, and had never heard of any thing againft 
him before. He had lately been at Detroit, and Mr. 
Chriftie believed that he had been injured by keeping 
tad company. He was not the firft man in the coun- 
try who had been corrupted by Britifh influence and 
Brkifh company. He moved that* Randall fhould be 
allowed until to-morrow at twelve o'clock. This 
was negatived. 

Remarks. — It appeared to me particolarly cruel 
to negative this motion of Mr. Chriftie's, feeing that 
poor Randall, whom Mr. Chriftie had known for fo 
many years, had been injured by keeping bad company. 
But, as to Britifh influence, .1 could not for my life 
perceive with what propriety it was brought in here. 
It feemed rather a wanton attack on the character 
of a nation, whofe influence in the line of corrup- 
tion has not been" made apparent in this country; 
and 1 may add, it was a wanton attack on the peo- 
ple of this country too, to fay that Randall " was 
not thefirfi man in it who had been corrupted by Bri- 
tifh influence." Mr. Chriftie feems, indeed, to have 
fallen into the cant of the oppofers of the treaty ; 
for we know that they attributed its conclufion 
and ratification to the influence of Britifh gold. We 

havq 
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Lave feen the firm, candid, and upright man, who 
negotiated that treaty, and the ienators who ad- 
vifed its ratification, burnt in an effigy, reprefenting 
them as receiving the gold of Great Britain ; we 
. have been long fcandalized at thefe fcenes, and at 
the atrocious falfehood of the opinion they were in* 
tended to propagate ; one would have hoped there* 
fore, that no Member of Congrefs would have fanc- 
tiohed, in any manner, however indirect, proceed- 
ings from which every well-informed and honeft man 
turns with indignation. 

As to the innocence of the land-jobbers, it woulcf 
be wrong to fay any thing pofitive about it after the 
decifion of the Houfe ; but it was not to be won- 
dered at if men of that profejjion fhould imagine it 
poflible to bribe the members of Congrefs after what 
they had heard of other people in the Government, 
After having heard of the € f precious confeffions** 
and " overtures" of Mr. Randolph, on behalf of 
himfelf and others, one would not have been fur* 
prifed if they had attempted to bribe the Prefiderit 
himfelf. They found, however, other fort of men to 
deal with *• 

On the Reception of the French Flag. 

Tuesday, January $th, 1796. 

I was rather late in my attendance in Congreft 
this day ; a circumftance the more diftreffing, as I 
found not only the gallery, but even the paflage alfo s 
full of fpe&ators. I, at laft, made fhift to reach my 
poft ; but not without an infinite deal of difficulty ; 
for the citizens I had to deal with, being in general 
brimful of the dodlrine of equality, pay but very 
little refpedt ta old age. 

* Men of a higher price I 

e 4 Every 
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Every perfon within the walls of this Houfe feem- 
ed to be waiting for the developement of fome great 
and important myftery. The members were paired 
off, laying their heads together, whifpering and 
lifiening with great eagernefs ; while the Speaker, 
feated with his chin fupported between his right fin- 
ger and thumb, and his eyes rivetted to the floor, 
appeared loft, buried alive, as it were, in profun- 
dity of thought. Never did wifdom appear morfe 
lovely in my eyes, " Two fuch ftatues," faid I to 
myfelf, " would have become the fhrine of Minerva 
" much better than the blinking twilight moufers, 
*' that her votaries formerly placed on it. * 

This ferioufnefs of the members of the Houfe 
naturally produced the mod anxious expectation in 
the minds of the good citizens in my quarter. A 
thoufand ridiculous inquiries were made in the twink- 
ling of an eye, which were anfwered by a thoufand 
Hill more ridiculous conjectures. One faid that a 
law was going to be read to oblige the Virginians to 
free their fl^ves and pay their juft debts ; but another 
fwore that was iippoffible. A third declared a fe- 
cond embargo was to be laid ; and a fourth obferveci 
that it was to hinder the cruel Englilh from carrying 
off our poor horfes, to eat them in the Weft Indies. 
In Ihort, were I to repeat all that I heard, 1 fhould 
never have done ; for, of two hundred of us, no 
two individuals were of the fame opinion. One 
thing, however, we all agreed in , an impatience 
that I fhould in vain endeavour to defcribe, but of 
which the half-fuccefsful lover, who has waited for 
an anfwer to a fupplicating billet-doux, may have 
fome faint idea. 

To tell the reader the truth of my opinion, I was 
afraid that fome new confifcating or fequeftrating 
project was on foot ; and when Mr. Dayton, the 
Speaker, awoke from his reverie, and began to 
fpeak, " Lord have mercy/' (aid I, " upon the poor 

"Britifl* 
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u Britifti creditors." My fears on this account were 
foon diflipated. The Speaker told us that this mef- 
fage was of the moft "folemri 9 and "Jerious" na- 
ture, and he therefore requefted both the members of 
the Houfc and the ftrangers in the gallery to obferve 
the profoundeft filence. 

The reader will eafily imagine, that a warning 
like this increafed the torture of fufpenfe. It waa 
now that we felt the value of the hearing faculty. I 
observed my neighbours brufhing afide their matted 
and untutored locks, that nothing might impede the 
entrance of the glad tidings. We were, as the poet 
fays, " all eye, all ear." But there was a little man 
down below, whofe anxiety feemed to furpafs that of 
all the reft. He crept to within a very few paces of 
the leeward fide of the chair, and, turning hirafelf 
fideways, lifted up the left corner of his wig, pla- 
cing the auricular orifice open and extended, in a di- 
redt line with the Speaker's mouth, fo that not a An- 
gle breath of the precious founds could poffibly es- 
cape him. His longing countenance feemed to fay, 
ip the language of his cduntryman Macbeth :— 
" Speak ! fpeak ! had I three ears, by Heaven I'd 
hear thee." 

The attitude of this fubaltern quidnunc had like 
to have fhaken the inflexibility of my mufcles ; I 
made a fhift, however, to mould them up into a gra- 
vity adapted to the awfulnefs of the fcene that was 
preparing for my view. AH at once, as if by the . 
power of magic, the doors flew open, " grating on 
" their hinges harfti thunder/' and the rrefident's 
Secretary was introduced with an American officer 
bearing a flag, which I took to be q. reprefentatioa 
of the day of judgment, It had a thunderbolt in the 
centre, with a cock perched upon it ; the emblems of 
Almighty vengeance and of watchfulnefs. At two 
of the corners the globe was reprefented in a flame. 
The flaff was covered with black velvet, fad colour 

of 
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of death, and crowned with a Parifian pike, fatal 
inftrument, on whichlthe bleeding and ghaftly heads, 
nay, even the palpitating hearts of men, women, 
and children, have fo often been prefented to the 
•view of the polite and humane inhabitants of that 
capital. 

Curiofity now gave way to another paffion, that 
of fear. For my part, I am not alhamed to confef&, 
that I never was in fuch trepidation lince I firft faw 
the light of day. Nor were my companions in a 
more enviable ftate. I looked round, and beheld the 
affrighted group huddled up together, like a brood 
of chickens waiting the mortal grip of the voracious 
kite. In this general pidture of confirmation one 
object attracted particular notice. It was a demo- 
crat, who was fo fully perfuaded that the flag was the 
harbinger of fate, that he began to anticipate the 
torments of the world to come. Never did I before 
behold fuch dreadful fymptoms of a guilty confci- 
ence. He was as white as paper, his knees knock- 
ed together, his teeth chattered, he wrung his hands 
and rolled his eyes, but durft not lift them towards 
heaven. His voice was like the yell of the inhabit- 
ants of the infernal regions. " Oh ! Franklin 
V Bache ! Franklin Bache ! Oh ! that infernal athe- 
" iftical Calendar!'* This was all we could get from 
him ; but this was enough to aflure me, that he was 
one of thofe Unhappy wretches, who had been led 
aflray by the profligate conefpondents of Mr. Bache, 
and by the atheiftical decadery Calendar, which that 
gentleman has, with fo mueh unholy zeal, endea- 
voured to introduce amongft us, in place of the 
Chriflian one, we, as yet, make ufe of. 

My attention was called off from this terrific pic- 
ture of defpair by a voice from beneath. A tall fpare 
man, drefled all in black from head to foot, who 
feemed to be " A Calm Olferver" was begin ning, 
in a hollow voice, to read (as I expc&ed) the de- 

4 creea 
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trees of fate, but to my agreeable furprife I found it 
was a decree of the National Convention : it was in 
the following words: 

To the Reprefentatives of the United States of America, 
in Congrefs ajfembled. 

Citizens Reprefentatives, 

The connexions which nature, reciprocal events, 
and a happy concurrence of circumftances, have 
formed between two free nations, cannot but be in* 
diflbluble. You have ftrengthened thofe facred ties 
by the declarations which the Minifter Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States has made in your name to 
the National Convention, and to the French people. 
They have been received with rapture 1 by a nation, 
who know how to appreciate every teflimony which 
the United States have given to them of their affec- 
tion. The colours of both nations, united in the cen* 
tre of the National Convention, will be an everlaft- 
ing evidence of the part which the United States 
have taken in the fuccefs of the French Republic. 

You were the firft defenders of the rights of man, 
in another hemifphere. Strengthened by your ex- 
ample, and endowed with an invincible energy, the 
French people havevanquifhed that tyranny, which 
during fo many centuries of ignorance, fuperftition, 
and bafenefs, had enchained a generous nation. 

Soon did the people of the United States per- 
ceive, that every vidlory of ours ftrengthened their 
independence and happinefs. They were deeply 
affe&ed at our momentary misfortunes, occafioned 
by treafons purchafed by Engliih gold. They have 
celebrated with rapture the fucceffes of our brave 
armies. 

None of thefe fympathetic emotions have efcaped 
the fenfibility of the French nation. They have 
all ferved to cement the moft intimate and folid 
union that has ever exifted betweex* two nations. 

The 



6o POLITICAL CENSOR> No. I. 

The Citizen Adet, who will refide near your Go- 
vernment in quality of Minifter Plenipotentiary of 
the. French Republic, is fpecially inftru&ed to 
tighten the bands of fraternity and mutual benevo- 
lence. We hope that he may fulfil this principal 
objeft of his miffion, by a conduct worthy of the 
confidence of both nations, and of the reputation 
which his patriotifm and virtues have acquired him. 

An analogy of political principles ; the natural 
relations of commerce and induftry ; the efforts and 
immenie facrifices of both nations in defence of li- 
berty and equality ; the blood which they have fpilled 
together ; their avowed hatred for defpots ; the mo- 
deration of their political views ; the difinterefted- 
nefs of their councils ; and efpecially the fuccefs of 
the vows which they have made in prefence of the 
Supreme Being, to be free or die, all combine to ren- 
der indeftrudtible the connexions which they have 
formed. 

Doubt it not, Citizens ; we fhall finally deftroy 
the combination of tyrants ; you, by the pidture of 
profperity, which in your vaft, countries has fucceeded 
to a bloody ftruggle of eight years ; we, by the en- 
thufiafm which glows in the breaft of every French- 
man. Aftonifhed nations, too long the dupes of 
perfidious kings, nobles, and priefts, will eventu- 
ally recover their rights, and the human race will 
owe to the American and French nations their re- 
generation and lafting peace. 

Paris, 30th Vendemiaire, jd year of the French 
Republic, one andindivifible. 
The Members of the Committee of Public Safety* 

J. S. B. Deukas, 
Merlin [of Douai], &c* 

u This Merlin" fays Doctor Moore, in his Jour* 
nal, cc is not thought to be quite fo great a conjurer 
" as his namefake of old." The opinion here re- 
nted 
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latcd by the Doftor feems to be pretty well confirm- 
ed by the difpatch before us ; and I think we may 
add, that the reft of the Committee of Public Safety, 
who participated in drawing it up, were no greater 
conjurers than their colleague. 

Paffingby the general ftyle of this Anglo-Gallicati, 
epiflle, let us examine a palfage or two of its contents. 
" The connexions which nature, reciprocal events, 
" and a happy concurrence of circumftances, have 
" formed between two free nations, cannot but be 
" indiffoluble." 

By this we are to understand, that, in our nature, 
and in the events of our revolution, we refemble the 
French. In the firft place, what has nature given 
us in common with them ? Are we defcended from 
the fame race ? Is the refemblance to be found in 
our perfons, in our language, or in our difpofitions ? 
Did ever any body hear an American (except he was 
a frenchified democrat) running on with an eternal 
bombaftical babble about nothing ? Do we fing, 
dance, and cut throats, all in the fame inflant ? 
Place one of our plain, fober, fenfible young men by 
the fide of a profligate prig of the revolution, and 
fee if you can find any two animals of God's cre- 
ation between which there is fo little likenefs. What, 
then, has nature done to draw us together, as they 
call it ? It appears to me that fhe has a6ted in a 
fenfe diredtly pppofite. Like a tender andfolicitous 
mother, feeing her favourite children forming con- 
nexions contrary to her laws, fhe has exerted all her 
efforts to draw them from their ruin. May we liftea 
to her voice ! and not fuffer ourfelves to be fuckecj 
into the rattlefnake embraces of thofe anarchifts, 
whom fhe fays "'avoid, as you would avoid my 
" curfe !" 

As the nature of a people is a thing entirely inde- 
pendent of their own agency, I fee no great reaibn 
that we have to be offended at the Convention for 

afpiring 
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afpiring torefemble us in natural difpofitions and af- 
fection ; but, with refpedt to the events of our two re~ 
volutions, the work of our own hands, to tell U9 
that we are connected by a fitnilarity here, is what 
we may, and ought to be offended at, and highly 
too. Did we begin our revolution by murder? Was 
our declaration of independence, like their declara- 
tion of rights, promulgated amidft the cries of the 
dying ? Or did the heralds ftand to read it under the 
dripping head of fome innocent vi£Hm ? Was out 
Congrefs ever divid.ed into impious factions, ftriving 
to outvie each other in cruelty and blafphemy ? Did 
they decree the word of God to be a lie, and write 
over our burial-places : " This is the place of eternal 
fteep ?" Did we ever fee the guillotine permanent 
in our market-places; children bound beneath it, 
while the blood of their parents flowed on the fcaf- 
fold ; our gutters running with the ftreams of life ? 
Did we cut off the heads of our fathers and mo- 
thers, drag our children to death ? Arid did thefe 
Reprefentatives of the French people ever hear that 
our Congrefs applauded fuch hellilh acfts ? Did they 
ever hear, that we roafted people alive, and cut off 
their flefh to eat ; that we flxipped poor innocent 
defencelefs women, and fhot them by hundreds, 
with infants in their arms ? Did they ever hear of 
men, born in America, or in any other country ex- 
cept France, favage enough to tear out the heart of 
a human being and bite it with their teeth ; rip open 
women with child, and flick the quivering embryo 
on the point of their bayonets ? Is there any Ameri- 
can bafe enough to fay that we were guilty of thefe 
things ? And if we never were, in the name of all 
that's impudent, how durft they thus infult us by 
comparing the events of our revolution to thofe of 
their own ? — Never, till I heard this difpatch read, 
did I vviih for a feat among the Legiflators of the 
Union. Had I been on that floor, this heitoring 

epiftle' 
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epiftle fhould never have gone into the world, with- 
out being accompanied with a proof, that one Ame- 
rican at leaft felt as he ought to do the indignity 
offered to the chara&er of his nation ♦. 

But let us proceed to another paflage. — " Soon 
€€ did the people of the United States perceive that 
€c every victory of ours .ftrengthened their inde- 
"pendence and happinefs. They were deeply af- 
€f fe&ed at our momentary misfortunes, occalioned 
" by treafons purchafed by Englifh gold. They 
'* have celebrated with rapture the fuccefTes of our 
" brave armies," 

Now, let me afk who are thofe people of the 
United States, that " foon perceived" that what Mat- 
ter Merlin pleafes to call vidories Jlrejigthened their 
independence and happinefs ? For my part, I was (b 
far from perceiving \\i\sfoon 9 that I have never per- 
ceived it at all ; no, nor even imagined either. It 
would be but a poor pitiful independence, I am 
afraid, were it dependant on their vi&ories. Their 
victories, if we ought to call vi&ories what has 
been purchafed by the ruin of an empire, have been 
in a quarter where we have neither territory nor 
commercial connexions. What is their overrun* 
ning the Low Countries to us ? What fafety can wc 
poflibly derive from their fuccefs in Savoy, or their 
late vitlory on the Rhine? Had they fallied out, in- 
deed, and deftroyed the great Leviathan^ and efta- 
bliihed for ever the liberty of the feas, as they faith- 
fully promifed us they would, I fhould have liftened 
to them ; but, alas ! the fea-monfter ftill rails about, 



* Left the reader fhould imagine that the horrid deeds glanced 
at in this paragraph are advanced at random, I refer him to the 
Bloody Buoy* In this work the affrighted reader will fee clear con- 
vincing proofs of fuch confummate viilany, fuch refinement in 
barbarity, as never before entered into the heart of the moil fa- 
vage butcher of the human fpecies. 

fweeping 
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fweeping them from the face of the waters, when- 
ever he meets with them. This is fine ftrengthen- 
ing of our independence ! 

Befides, there is fomething in the very idea of an 
independence that ftands in need of the ftreugth of 
another nation, which, to me, appears ridiculous. 
Independence ought to imply capacity to Jtand 
alone. If, then, we have this capacity, what need 
have we of French aid ? And, if we have it not, we 
do wrong to talk about independence at all ; for, a 
dependant independence is the moft unenviable flate 
into which a poor helplefs nation ever fell.— It is 
eafy to difcover why they are continually plying us 
with this old threadbare tale ; but it is not fo eafy 
to difcover how it happens that fo many among us 
are ftill their dupes. 

We now come to the " Englifh gold." They 
tell us, that the people of this country " weredeep- 
" Jy affedted at their momentary misfortunes, occa- 
u fioned by treafons purdiafed by Englifh gold." 
—This is an excellent way of accounting for mis- 
fortunes. When the French gain a vi6lory, it is by 
their valour, but when they are beaten, it is by the 
gold of their enemies. There is one circumftance 
here, which, it would feem, our dear friend Mer- 
lin overlooked ; and that is, where there are trea- 
fons there mull be traitors, and where there is cor- 
ruption there muft be receivers as well as givers. 
This being the cafe, it naturally follows, that this 
Englifti gold has been received by corrupt French 
traitors. Whether this does them honour or not, 
or whether it be a circumftance that ought to excite 
our confidence in their nation, I leave the reader 
to determine. 

But how does this apply to ourfelves ?— What 
have we to do with their money matters ? — Ah ! 
perhaps the reader does not fee why this Englifh 
gold was flipped into the flag -epifUe. It was not 

without 
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without a motive, I can allure him. T* he writers 
knew that their epiftle would be publifhed in this 
country, and they looked upon it as a fine oppor- 
tunity to hint at Englilh corruption, when thfe treaty 
was about to arrive among us *. They knew alfo 
that they had made abundant ufe of gold them* 
felves ; and we have ever feen that it is the pra&ice 
of the world to cry out on -others, while the fin 
lies at their own door. 

We have heard much talk about Engltfh gold* 
or, as it is commonly called, the " gold of Pitt j* 
but I would venture my life, that there is not a fin* 
gle perfon in the United States, who believes that it 
has been employed among us. A proof, an infalli- 
ble proof, that it has not, we hear it exclaimed 
againft. Gold has a different effe6t : it ever makes 
converts : it opens the mouth of the boifterous de* 
magogue againft every body elfe but the donor. 
Had Mr. Pitt known « the pretended patriots of 
€ ? America," as well as Citizen Fauchet did ; had 
he known that their confciences were going offdog- 
cheap, he might have employed a few thoufand 
guineas to good purpofe. He might have bought 
up all the Democratic Societies in the country at the 
reafonable rate of twenty pounds per club. Thefe 
remarks may poffibly reach Mr. Pitt; if they 
(hould, I hereby engage, if he will fend me a bank 
bill of ten thoufand pounds, to turn the hearts of 
all this horde of patriots in the courfe of one month 
from the date of my receipt. I will not only filence 
their execrations againft him, but will turn their 
cerberean howlings into fongs of praife. Inftead of 
the bloody Ca ira and.the brutal Carmagnole, I will 
make them bawl out, " Britannia rule the Waves ;" 
liay, even " God fave great George our King*" 

■ ■■!!■ i n . - ■ || Jl I 

I 

* This epiftle was written in Oftober, 1794; and confequently 
IJiqr expected it WQuld arrive here before Mr. Jay. 
tol. in* f And 
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And all this I undertake to do for the reafonabfe 
commiflion of twenty-five per cent. The reader 
may, perhaps, look upqn this as prefumption in 
me ; but when he recollects that I have to do with 
Ijkunoeratie Societies.; when he recolledls that Citi- 
zen Fauchet could have " determined on civil war 
"v*>r on peace" with the aid of only " a few thou- 
" ; &«d of dollars/' he will be ready to allow, that 
I could perform what I here promife with ten thou-, 
fand good pounds fterling. 

In the next fentence of the paffagc above quoted, 
Merlin tells us, that the people of America " cele- 
"- brated with rapture the fucceffes of the brave 
". French armies." — Aye, aye, and of the bravi- 
French fleets too. I wifh Mafter Merlin had fpoken 
as little truth here as he has done in the reft of hi* 
epifile. \ Formy part, I have ever been afhamed of 
thefe celebrations of the French fucceffes : they ap- 
peared to me to be indications of a fpirit of partia- 
lity, very unbecoming in a people who were conti- 
nually putting in their claims to the rights and pri- 
vileges of Neutrality. But let us do juftice here. 
Who were thefe civic feafters ? — " The people of 
" America," fays Merlin ; but Merlin is a little 
miftaken here. They were compofed of the drunken 
rabble of fome great towns, headed by thofe who 
were very probably in the pay of the Convention. 
I am aware that I lhall be told here, that the can- 
nons of the State of Pennfylvania were fired at thefe 
feafts, that the Governor aflifted in perfon, and that 
honourable mention is made of him, in the proefs- 
verbal (or. minutes of the proceedings) fent to the- 
French Government ; but this will not make mere* 
tradl what I have faid about drunken rabble, nor* 
about thofe who were very probably in the pay of- 
tJSSL Convention ;. on the contrary, I produce thi&. 
circumflance as a proof of thefe lay ^Tactions. 
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I fhali take particular notice of but one paffage 
ihore of this loving legislative epiftle.— " An ana- 
** logy ofpoiitical principles; the natural relations of 
u commerce and induftry ; the efforts and immenfe 
" facrifices of both nations, in the defence of li- 
* beriy and equality ; the blood which they have 
kc fpilled together ; their avowed hatred for def- 
u pots ; the moderation of their political views ; 
u the difintereftednefs of their councils ; and efpe- 
" cially the fuccefs of the vows whkh they have made 
u in the prefence of the Supreme Being , to be free, ot 
u die, — all combine to render indeftru&ible the 
c * connexions which they have formed/' 

And do they tell us; that our vows to the Su- 
preme Being refemble theirs ? And have they the 
aflurance to talk to us about the Supreme Being, 
after the publication of their decrees ? Do we not 
know, that one of this very Convention who writes 
to us thus, mounted the tribune of the Aiiembly, 
tod called on them to " throw down the altars of 
u God ?" And do we not know, that the Con- 
tention, in confequence of this impious motion, de- 
Creed, that the French people acknowledged no other 
god, or rather goddefs, but Reafon ? They not only 
inltituted and celebrated a feftival to this new- 
fangled deity, but a /trumpet was accoutred in the 
habiliments of Reafon, fealed on a throne of turf, 
farrounded with the infignia of what Ihe was faid to 
Jrcpreferit, and in this guife received the adorations 
of the Convention, as well as of the people of Paris. 
.Can we have forgotten thefe things ? Can we have 
forgotten the decree that orders all religious books 
to be burnt^ and can we have forgotten that this was 
*eally done ? Who were the men, then, that did all 
this ? The very Convention, that now talks to us 
febout the Supreme Being. — But we are told that 
they have now abjured their errors ; that they have 
now decreed that there is a God. — Decreed that there 

F 2 . is 
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is a God ! What blafphemy ! As if it were as eafy 
to overturn the throne of Heaven, as that of their 
own country ! Is there any Chriftian, is there any 
man, that can hear language like this without 
fliuddering ? Are thefe our principles ? — No : we 
imitate them in nothing. And I hope in God we 
never flialK 

I muft now infert the-letter of the French Minif- 
ter and that of the Prefident, which were commu- 
nicated to the Houfe immediately after the difpatch 
I have juft been remarking on. But, firft of all, it 
will be neceffary to give the letter of the Prefix 
dent, by which the bufinefs was opened to the Con- 
grefs. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the 
Hoiife of Reprefentatives, 

A letter from the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, received on the x%A of laft month, 
covered an addrefs dated the 21ft of October, 17941 
from the Committee of Public Safety, to the Repre- 
sentatives of the United States in Congrefs ; and alfo 
informed me that he was inftru6ted by the Committee 
to prefent to the United States the colours of France. 
I therefore propofed to receive them laft Friday, the 
firftday of the new year, a day of general joy and 
cpqgratulation. On that day the Minifter of th# 
French Republic delivered thq colours, with an ad- 
drefs, to which I returned an anfwer. By the latter 
the Houfe will fee that I have informed the Minifter, 
that the colours will be depofited with the archives 
of the United States. But it feemed to me proper 
previoufly to exhibit to the two Houfes of Congrefi 
thefe evidences of the continued friendship of the 
French Republic, together with the fentiments ex- 

?reifed by me on the occafion in behalf of th* 
Jmted States. They are herewith communicated. 

G. Washington. 
4 French 
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French Minifter *s Letter. 

Mr. President, 

I come to acquit myfelf of a duty very dear to my 
heart. — I come to depofit in your hands, and in the 
jnidfi: of a people juftly renowned for their courage 
and their love of liberty, the fymbol of the triumphs 
and of the enfranchiferaent of my nation. 

When (he broke her chains; — when fhe pro- 
claimed the imprefcriptible rights of man ;— wnen, 
in a terrible war, fhe fealed with hej* blood the co- 
venant fhe had made with Liberty, — her own happi- 
nefs was not alone the object of her glorious efforts ; 
— her views extended alio to all free people. She 
faw their interefis blenddd with her own, and doubly 
rejoiced in her vi&ories, which in alluring to her the 
enjoyment of her rights, became to them newgua* 
rantees of their independence. 

Thefe fentiments, which animated the French 
nation from the dawn of their revolution, have ac- 
quired new flrength fince the foundation of the Re- 
public. France, at that time, by the form of its 
government, affimilated to, or rather identified with, 
free people, faw in them only friends and brothers* 
Long accuftomed to regard the American people as 
her moll faithful allies, flic has fought to draw clofer 
the ties already formed in the fields of America, un- 
der the aufpices of vi&ory, over the ruins of ty- 
ranny. 

The National Convention, the organ of the will 
of the French nation, have more than once ex- 
prefled their fentiments to the American people ;— • 
but, above all, thefe burft forth on that auguft day, 
when the Minifter of the United States prefented to 
the National Reprefentation the colours of his 
country. Defiring never to lofe recollcdHons as 
fear to Frenchmen as they mull be to Americans, the 

v 3 Convention 
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Convention ordered that thefe colours ftiould be 
placed in the hall of their fittings. They had expe- 
rienced feniations too agreeable not to caufe them to 
be partaken of by their allies, and decreed that tq 
them the National colours fhould be prefented. 

Mr. Prefident, I do not doubt their expectations 
will be fulfilled ; and I am convinced that every ci- 
tizen will receive with a pleafing ^emotion, this 
flag, elfevvhere the terror of the enemies of liberty, 
here the certain pledge of faithful friendfhip ; efpe^ 
cially when they recollect that it guides to combat, 
jnen who have Jhared their toils 9 and who were pre- 
pared for liberty by aiding them to acquire their 
own* 

(Signed) P. A. Adet> 

frefidetifs Anfwer. 
Bern, Sir, in a land of liberty ; having early 
learned its value; having engaged in a perilous 
ponflift to defend it ; having, in a word, devoted the 
beft years of my life to fecure its permanent eftablifh- 
jjnent in my own country ; my anxious recolle&ions, 
my fympafhetic feelings, and my bsft wiflies are ir-? 
refiftibly excited, whenfoever in any country I fee aq 
pppreffed nation unrfurl the banners of freedom, 
$ut above all, the events of the French revolution 
have produced the deepeft folicitude, as well as the 
higheft admiration. To call your nation brave 
were to pronounce but common praife. Wonder- 
fbl people ! Ages to come will read with aftonifti* 
ment the hifiory of your brilliant exploits ! I rejoice 
that the period of your toils and of your immenfe 
fecrifices is apprpaching. I rejoice that the interest- 
ing revolutionary movements of fo many years have 
iffued in the formation of a conftitution defigned toj 
give permanency to the great object for which you 
have contended. I rejoice that liberty, which yoi* 
^ve fo long embraced with enthufiafm, — liberty, o( 

which 
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which you have been the invincible defenders, now 
finds an afylum in the bofom of a regularly orga- 
nized government ; — a government, which, being 
formed to fecure the happinefs of the French people, 
correfponds with the ardent wifbes of my heart, 
while it gratifies the -pride of every citizen of the 
United States, by its refemblance to their own. — 
On thefe glorious events, accept, Sir, my iincere 
congratulations. 

In delivering to you thefe fentiments, Iexprefs not 
my own feelings only, but thofe of my fellow-citi- 
zens, in relation to the commencement, the progrefs y 
and the ijfue of the French revolution * ; and they 
will cordially join with me in pureil wiihes to the 
Supreme Being, that the citizens of our lifter re- 
public, our magnanimous allies, may foon enjoy in 
peace, that liberty, which they have purchafed at 
(o great a price, and all the happinefs which liberty 
can beftow. 

I receive, Sir, with lively fenfibility, the fyrnbol, 
of the triumphs and of the enfranchifement of your 
nation, the colours of France, which you have now 
prefented to the United States. The tranfadtion will 
be announced to Congrefs ; and the colours will be 
depofited with thofe archives of the United States, 
which are at once the evidences and the memorials 
of their freedom and independence. May thefe be 
perpetual ! and may the friendfhip of the two ret 
publics be comipenfurate with their exiftence ! 

G. Washington 

There is nothing in this letter of the French 
Minifter, which feems to call for a remark, after 
what I have faid on the letter of the Committee of 
Public Safety, except it be the clofing fentence ; 

* This was after the reign of Robefpierrc ! 

f 4 where 
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where he tells us, that the flag guides to combat 
men who have ihared our toi!s> and who were pre- 
pared foT liberty by aiding us to acquire our own. 

The firft thing I fhall take notice of here, is, 
their aiding us. to acquire liberty. If this be true, 
we knew not what liberty vvas before their arrival. 
We were, then, Jlaves to the King of Great Bri- 
tain. Take care, Mr. Adet ; you have touched on 
a tender firing here ! What ! Sir, were we flaves ? 
And are we yet the Jons of Jlaves? If you find me 
one fingle American' (of Britifh defcent) who will 
allow that he is the fon of a Jlave, I'll give you 
leave to guillotine me to-morrow morning, firefly 
and fading. 

The Prefident begins his anfwer by reje&ing this 
degrading idea. " Born, Sir, in a land of liberty* 
As if he had faid : No, no, Sir, Inm no freed man} 
I was never a flave ; I was born free. — " Born, Sir, 
" in a land of liberty ; having early learned its va- 
€€ lue ; having engaged in a perilous conflict to de- 
4€ fev4 *t ;" and not to acquire it. This is the lan- 
guage of every American that has too much refpeft 
for himfelf and his anceftors, to allow that he is no 
better than a freed negro. To talk of aiding us /• 
acquire our liberty, what is it but to put us on a foot- 
ing with thofe deluded wretches, whom Vidior 
Hugues is now aiding to acquire their liberty at St, 
Vincent'* and Granada? 

And with refpe£t to the aid that we received from 
France; there are but very few of us nowadays 
who are not well convinced, that that aid was af- 
forded from motives that call for no mighty degree 
of gratitude ; and even if we could ever have had 
a doubt of this, the exprefs declarations of the Con* 
vention would have removed it. But, fuppofing 
the aid to have been given from motives of pure lqve 
to us, and regard to our welfare ; who gave \\ ? 
Not the National Convention. It was a King, 

whom 
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whom that Convention has put to death.— The Mi- 
nister tells us, that the flag " guides to combat, 
" men who have Jkared our toils" What; ! did 
the armies of the Convention ever fhare our toils ? 
I fancy we fliall find, that few of the men who 
fhared our toils have efcaped the fatal axe. Thofe 
that did, are pining away their days in a difmal 
dungeon, or are fled into fome foreign lapd ; nay, 
fome of the men who fhared our toils, are now 
fharing the* toils of the Britifh, inftead of the French 
armies. 

Any hint of this kind might, then, have been 
fpared at the prefenting of the thunderbolt flag ; 
but, it feems, we are never to hear the laft of this 
aflift^nce received from France. Not a letter, not 
a communication, be it ever fo fhort or fo trifling, 
do we ever receive without being reminded of it. 
It is a maxim, that, when once an obligation is 
mentioned by the obliging party, the obligation 
ceafes. How often, then, has our obligation ceafed? 
€t Time was," fays Macbeth, u when the breath 
u was out, men ceafed to exift ; but now they rife 
** from their graves with twenty mortal murders on 
" their heads, and pufli us from our /tools." So it 
is with our obligation to the French ; in vain da 
we pay, in vain do we difcharge it, in vain do they 
forfeit all demand on us ; ftill, like the grifly ghoft 
of Banquo, does it rife and flare us in the face. I 
hope our children, at any rate, will have the courage 
to fay, " Shake not thy gory locks at us; thou 
€C canft not Iky 'twas we." 

I do not know how my neighbours may think on 
this fubjeft ; but, for me, I cannot bear the idea of 
this everlafting debt of gratitude. It lieg like a 
mountain on my breafl. Is it redeemable ? if it be, 
for the love of Heaven, let us pay it off, and have 
done with it. If I can find but ten men to join me, 
}-ll petition Congrefs to lay a poll-tax of a guinea a 

heail 
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head for that purpofe ;. that we may be able, once 
before we die, to lay we are out of debt. 

But it is time to come to the manner in whic^ 
the Home of Reprefentatives received the ftqg $ 
this pledge of the friendfhip of the Convention, 

Mr. Giles informed the Houfe, that having been 
aware that the flag would be prefented to the Houfe 
this day, confidering it as an additional teftimony of 
the affe&ion of France, and it having been the 
practice, on analogous occafions, for the Houfe to 
cxprefs their fentiments independent of the other 
Branch, he had prepared a refolution expreffive of 
*what he conceived would be their fenfe on the occa<* 
fion. It was neafly in the words following : 

" Refolved, That the Prefident of the United 
States be requeued to make known to the Repre- 
fentatives of the French People, that the Houfe has 
received with the mofl lively fenfations the commu-t 
mirations of the Committee of Public Safety, on 
the 21ft of O&ober, 1794, accompanied with the 
colours of the French Republic, and to allure them 
that the prefentation of the colours of France to the 
Congrefe of the United States is deemed a moil: ho- 
nourable teftimony of the exifting fympathy and af-i 
fe£tions of the two republics, founded upon their 
folid and reciprocal interefts : that the Houfe re-* 
joices in the opportunity of congratulating the 
French Republic on the brilliant and glorious 
achievements accomplished under it, during the 
prefent affii&ive war, and that they hope thofe 
achievements will be attended with a perfeft attain- 
ment of their object, tlie permanent eflablifliment 
pf the liberty and happinefs of that great and mag^ 
nanimous people.*' 

. Mr, Sedgwick wifhed that a thoufand copies of 
the conjmunications might be printed, and the far- 
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\h& consideration of the meffage deferre4 till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Har?er and Mr. W. Smith alfo recon*- 
paended a delay. In the fentiments of the refolu- 
tion they both agreed, perhaps the wording might 
l>e fomewhat altered. 

Mr. Swan wick was againft poftponing the con- 
fideration of the meffage, and obfervcd that the 
Convention, on receiving a fimilar prefent from this 
country, had proceeded jnftantly to a vote refpedi- 
?ngit. 

Mr. W* Smith recommended to alter the wording 
pf the refolution, by inferting the Executive of 
Jfrance, inftead of the Reprefentatives of the Frbnck 
People, to \yhom the meffage in reply was to be di- 
je&ed. 

Mr. Sherbourne obferved, that the difference of 
opinion refpe&ing the branch of Government to 
which the anfwer of the Houfe fhould be addreffed, 
furnifhed an additional reafon for a poftponement. 
He highly refpedled the author of the motion, ^nd 
believed his own feelings on the prefent occafion as 
fervent as thofe of any member. And though the 
feelings of the "Houfe might not be as ardent on the 
morrow as at this moment, yet he prefumed that the 
fentiment would be the fame. He conceived that it 
would be more fatisfadtory to the Republic, and 
more confiftent with the dignity of the Houfe, that 
their anfwer fhould be therefult of cool deliberation, 
than a fudden impulfe of enthufiafm, which the 
prefent occafion was calculated to infpire. He 
would therefore move that the farther confideratioft 
of the refolution on the table be poftponed till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Swanwick thought a poftponement in this 
Cafe, as in many others, would only be a wafte of 
tiiqe. T^he potion was negatived. Mr. W. Smith's 

amendment 



76 POLITICAL CENSOR/ No, I. 

amendment was then taken up, and, after fome con* 
rerfation, was alfo negatived. 

Mr. Parker moved an amendment as follows : 
cc That this Houfe has received with the moft^**- 
eere and lively fenfibility," &c. The amendment 
wa? for inferting the two words in italics, to which 
the Houfe confented. The meflage was then voted 
unanimoufly, and a thoufand copies of the commu- 
nications and refolutions were ordered to be printed. 
A Committee of two members was appointed to wait 
on the Prefident, and inform him of the refolution 
agreed to by the Houfe. 

Oh, fy !< Mr. Sedgwick \ how could you propofe 
to put off theconfideration of this charming fubjeft 
till the next day ? A delay of a whole twenty-four 
hours ! Upon my word, Sir, fuch a propofition in- 
dicated but little regard for our fifter Republic. 
How different the condnd of Mr. Giles ! He comes 
to the Houfe with a refolution in. his pocket, ready 
prepared, even before the communication is received. 
Happy member ! He has thus got the flart of you 
all in the affe&ions of our very dear allies. Mr* 
Parker made, indeed, a pufh to come in with him, 
by adding the word fincere ; but we all know that 
the firfl flep is every thing in like cafes.— Sincere and 
lively are not, 'tis true, the propereft epithets that 
could be placed before the word fenfibility ; but it 
would be mere pedantry to fubje& to rules of pro- 
priety, a refolution dictated by that " fudden ira- 
€€ pulfe of enlhufiafm, which the prefent occafion 
" was calculated to infpire." 

Mr. Swanwjck (don't fmile, reader) law, at 
once, the impropriety of poflponing the confidera- 
tion ; becaufe — becaufe what ? — becaufe " the Con- 
" vention, on receivings fimilar pre/eni from this 
u country , had proceeded inftantly to a vote refped^ 
i( ing it."w-And who told you, fliy dear little ora% 

tor. 



JANUARY, 1796. 77 

tor, that " the Convention had received a limilar 
%i prefent from this country ?"— Who is this country? 
What is it ? I am well informed that neither the Go- 
vernment nor the Legiflature knew any thing at all 
about the matter, till an account of it appeared in 
the newspapers ; and you are not to learn, I pre- 
fume, that whatever an ambaffador does of his own 
head, is in no wife binding on his country. But 
iuppofe even that the American flag delivered to 
the Convention, had been a prefent from this coun- 
try, their manner of receiving it could have but lit- 
tle weight here, with men who were not devoted to 
their interefts rather than to thofe of America* 
How long, I pray, have their meafures become pre- 
cedents here ? " They proceeded to a vote inftantly~ 
And when did they do otherwife ? When did they 
helitate ? When they decreed that each department 
fhould build ajhip of the line, there was no hefitation, 
any more than when they decreed that there ihould 
be no more beggars in France, and no more kings in 
Europe. Betides, if you are to imitate the Conven- 
tion, I'll aflure you, you mufl: make a very confl- 
derable change in the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
You mull: have half a dozen negroes and mulattoes 
amongft you ; and it would have been neceflary, 
the day before the reception of this pretty prefent, 
for your Speaker to receive and embrace an old negro 
woman at the head of her many-coloured progeny. 
Even the ceremony itfclf muft have undergone a 
change; for the American flag was carried to the 
Convention by an American; confequently the 
French flag fhould have been brought in by a French-* 
man ; and, if the imitation was to be perfeft in all 
its parts, your Speaker fhould have descended from 
his feat, and given this bearer the fraternal hug. 
How vain, then, was it to talk about imitations * 
Before you afpire to this fublime perfedion in pa- 
4riotifm, you and your party mud raife us to the 

height 
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height of the French people ; a change more kafy 
to attempt than accomplifh, whatever you may 
pleafe to think of it. 

As I have already taken up fo much of the read- 
er's time with this flag, I fhall notj at prel^nf, en- 
ter into an inquiry whether it was proper, or not, to 
make the President of the United States a fort of go-* 
between to the Congrefs and the Convention ; nor 
fhall I afk how the American Ambaflador at Paris 
came to think of involving his Government in fuch 
an affair; I fhall only obferve, that, as I believe it 
is the firft inftance of legiflative affemblies fending 
prefents to each other, fo, I hope, it will be th* 
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INTRODUCTION. 



JL HE objefl of the following work is to give the 
people of America a flriking and experimental proof 
of the horrible effe&s of anarchy and infidelity. 

The neceflity of iuch an undertaking, at this 
time, would have been, in a great meafure, pre- 
cluded, had our public prints been conducted with 
that impartiality and undaunted adherence to truth, 
which the interests of the community apd of fuffer- 
ing humanity demanded from tbem. But, fo far 
from this, the greater part of thofe vehicles of in- 
formation have mod indufirioufly concealed, or 
glofled over, the anions, as well as the motives of 
the ruling powers in France ; they have extenuated 
all their unheard-of a£is of tyranny, on the falfe, 
but fpecious pretence, that they were conducive to 
the eftablifhment of a free government; and one of 
their editors has not biufhed to declare, that " it 
€€ would be an eafy matter to apologize for all the ruaf- 
€€ /acres that have taken place in that country." 

We have feen, indeed, fome exceptions ; fome 
few prints that have not dilhonoured themfelvcs by 
going this length : but even thefe have obferved a 
timid filence, and have avoided fpeaking of the 
Ihocking barbarities of the French, with as much 
caution as if we were to partake in the difgrace, 
and as if it was in our power to hide them from the 
world, and from pofterity. If they have now and 
then given way to a jutt indignation, this has been 
done infuch a manner, and has been ib'timid, as to 
do then) but little honour. They have a died the 
part of the tyrannized people of Paris : they have 

vol. in, g huzza'd 
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huzza'd every fucceeding tyrant while on the theatre 
of power, and, the inftant he was transferred to 
a fcaffold, they have covered him with reproach. 
They have attributed to fa&ions, to individuals, 
what was the work of the national reprefentatives, and 
of the nation itfelf. They have, in fhort, inveighed 
again ft the murderers of the fallen aflaffins, while . 
they have, in the fame breath, applauded the print 
ciples on which they a&ed, and on which their furvi- 
vors and iheir partifans do dill a6t. 

Thus has the liberty of the prefs, a liberty of 
which we lb juftly boaft, been not only ufelefs to us 
during this terrible convulfion of the civilized worlds 
but has been fo perverted as to lead us into errors, 
which had well nigh plunged us into the fituatiou 
of our diftra&ed allies. Nor are we yet fecure. Dif» 
organizing and blafphemous principles have been 
difleminated ataong us with but too much fuccefs ; 
and, unlefs we profit from the awful ^cample before 
us, we may yet experience all the calamities that 
Heaven and earth now call on us to deplore. 

Fully imprefled with this perfuafion, the author 
of thefe fheets has ventured to undeceive the mif- 
guided ; to tear afide the veil, and fhow to a yet 
happy people the dangers they have to fear. With 
this obje6t in view, he has too much confidence in 
the good fenfe and piety of the major part of his 
countrymen, not to be allured, that h}s efforts will 
be feconded by their zeal in the caufe of order and 
religion. 

The materials for the work have been collected 
from different publications, all written by Frenchmen^ 
and all, except one, from which only a few extra6t$ 
were made, printed at Paris. 

Well aware that perfons of a certain defcription 

will leave nothing untried todifcredit a performance 

,of this nature, the author has taken particular care 

£ to 
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to mention the work, and even the page, from which 
each fa6l is extra&ed. 

He forefees that the cant of modern fatriotifin will 
be poured forth againft him on this-occafion. He 
knows that he fhall be reprefented as an enemy of 
the French nation, and of the caufe of liberty. To 
this he will anfwer beforehand, with the franknefs 
of a man who thinks no freedom equal to that of 
fpeaking the truth. As to the individuals compo- 
sing this formerly amiable nation, many of them, 
and he hopes very many, are ftill entitled to his love 
^nd efteem, He has, from his infancy, been an ad- 
mirer of their fprightly wit ; he owes a thoufand ob- 
ligations to their officious hQfpitality, and has long 
boafted of their friendfhip. But with refpedl to the 
regenerated French, he would blufh to be thought 
their friend, after what he has recorded in this 
volume. And, as to the caufe of liberty, if that 
caufe is to be maintained by falfehood, blafphemy, 
robbery, violation, and murder, he is, and trufts 
be ever fhall be, its avowed and mortal enemy. 
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CHAP. I. 



•J?acts taken from L? Hiftoire du Cierge Frdnfois, or, 
*Th HIJlory of the French Clergy, by Abbe Barruel. 

IT Will be fecoile&ed by the gfeater part of 
my readers, that foon after the beginning of the 
French revolution, the National Affemhly con* 
Ceived the plan of deftroying the religion of their 
forefathers. In order to efifedl this, they feparated 
the Gallican church from that of Rome* and im- 
pofed an o&th on the clergy, which they could hot 
take without becoming apoftates in the fulleft fenfe 
of the word. All the worthy and confeientious 
part of that body tefufed of courfe, and this refufal 
was made a pretext to drive them from their livings, 
and fill the vacancies with fuch as had more pliant 
tonfeiences* principles better adapted to the impious 
fyftem which the leaders in the AfTembly had prepared 
for their too credulous countrymen. 

The ejectment of the ptiefthood was attended with 
iiumberlefs a6ls of mod atrocious and wanton cruelty : 
thefe have been recorded by the Abbe Barruel, in a 
Work entitled, The Hi/lory of the French Clergy ; and 
though what is here to be found will dwindle into 
toothing, when compared to what I have extracted 
^ g 3 from 
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from other works, yet it could not be wholly omit* 
ted, without fhowing a degree of infenfibility, for 
the fufferings of thefe men, that I am perfuaded the 
reader would not have excufed. I ftiali therefore be- 
gin the relation with fome extracts from that work. 

It will be obferved that thefe extra&s, as well as 
all thofe that compofe this compilation, are an 
abridged tranflation from the French ; but as far as 
relates to thofe contained in this chapter, the Ame- 
rican reader may eafily verify the tranflation by ex- 
amining the Englifh edition of the Abbe BarrueV% 
work, which is to be found in moil parts of the 
Union. 

Page i04.~Soon after the firft National Afleitt- 
bly had decree*! /that the Comtat of Avignon be- 
longed to the French nation, an army of aflaflins, 
of whom one Jourdan, furnamed the Cut-throat, 
was the commandbr, took poflfeflkm of the unfor- 
tunate city of Avignon. The churches were im- 
mediately pillaged, the facfed vafes profaned and 
carried off, and the altars levelled to the ground* 
The prifons were foon filled, and the unhappy via- 
tims were releafed only to fufFer death. A deep pit 

; was dug to receive their defrd todies, fix hundred of 
which were thrbwp into it, mangled and diftorted, 

' before ten o'clock the next day. Among them was 

. Mr. Nolhac, a prieft, in the eightieth year of his age. 
He had been thirty years re&or,of St. Sirophorien, a 

. parilh wlrich he preferred to all others, and which 
he could not be prevailed on to quit for a more lucra- 

. tive one, becaufe he would not defert the poor. 
During his re&orlhip he had been the common fa- 

; ther of his pariftiioners, the refuge of the indigent, 
the comforter of the afflicted i and the friend and 

. counfellor of every honeft man. When the hour of 

- danger approached, his friends advifed him to fly ; 
but no entreaties could prevail on him to abandon 

x. his flock : " No,'* faid the good old map, " I have 

4C watched 
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" watched over them in the halcyon days of peace, 
" and fhall 1 now leave them 'mid ftbrms and tern-* 
" pefts, without a guide, without any one to comfort 
" them in their laft dreary moments ? " Mr. Nolhac* 
who, till now, had been refpe£ied even by the cut- 
throats, was fent to the prifon the evening before the 
execution. His appearance and his falutatiotl were 
thofe of a confoling angel : " t come, my children, 
" to die with you : we {hail foon appear in the prc- 
" fence of that God whom we ferve, and who will 
iC not defert us in the hour of death.'* He fortified 
their drooping courage, adminiftered the laft con* 
folatory pledges of his love, and the next day em«* 
braced and cheered each individual as he was called 
forth by the murderers. Two of thefe flood at the 
door with a bar of iron in their hands, and as the 
prifoners advanced knocked them down t the bodies 
were then delivered over to the other ruffians, who 
hacked, and disfigured them with their fabres before 
.they threw them into the pit, that they might not af- 
terwards be known by their friends and relations v — - 
When the cut-throats were difperfed, every one was 
anxious to find the body of Mr. Nolhac. It was at 
laft difcovered by the caflbck, and the crucifix which 
be wore on his breaft. It had been pierced in fifty 
places, and the fqull was mafhed to pieces* 

Page 2 io.-— Several priefts were conduced to Li- 
grave, where they were told that they mult take 
the oath *, or fufFer death* Among them was Sul- 
pician, of 98 years of age, and a young Abbe of the 
name of Novi. The whole chofe death, the vene- 
rable Sulpician leading the way. The trial ot 
Mr. Novi was particularly fevere* The ruffians 
brought his father to the fpot, and told him, if he 

* This oath amounted to neither more nor lefs that* diredfc per- 
jury : lince, by taking it, they muft break the oath they had made 4 
when they entered the priefthood. v 

q 4 could 
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could perfuade his fon to fwear, he fhould Iiv£* 

*The tender old 1 man, wavering, hefitating between 
the feelings of nature and the duties of religion, At 
lafl: yields to parental fondnefs, throws his arms 
round his child's ne<fck, buries his face in his bofom, 
and with tears and fobs prefles his compliance. 
cl O ! my child, my child, fpare the life of your 
" father V' — " My deareft father! my deareft fa- 
'* ther," returned the Abbe, f * I will do more. I will 
" die worthy of you and my God. You educated 

■'* me a Catholic: lam a'priefly a fervant of the 
#c Lord. It will be a greater comfort to you in 
" your gray hairs, to have your fon a martyr than 
" an apoftate/* — The villains tear them afunder, 
and, amidft the cries and lamentations of the father, 
extend the fon befote him a bleeding corpfe. 

Page 21" i. — In the fame town, and on the fame 

' day, the a±e was fufpended over the head of Mr. 
Teron, when the rcvolutioniftsr bethought theni 
that he had a fon. This fon was about ten years of 
age, and, in order to enjoy the father's torments 

; and the child's tears both at a time, he was brought 
X6 the place of execution. His tears and cries gave 
a relifhjto the ferocious banquet. After tiring them- 
ielves with the fpe6iacle, they put the father -to 
death before the eves of the child, whom they be- 
fmeared with his blood. 

Page 217.— After having fpokon of the conduft 
of the magiftrsUes and mob at Boqrdeaux, the 
hifiorian mentions the death of Mr. Langoiran aijd 
Abbe Dupuis, thus: 

At the cntmnce of th£ court-houfe, the Abbe 
Pupois 'received a firft wound ; others foon levelled 
him to the ground. A young lad of about fifteen or 
fixteen cut a hole in the cheek with a knife,, to 
told up the head by, while others were employed in 
w • - ' • haggling 
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in haggling it from the body, which was ftill in ago- 
nies. This operation not fucceeding in fuch a 
crowd, they took hold of the legs, and dragged th* 
carcafs about the flreets and round the ramparts. 
. Mr. Langoiran had but juft fet his foot on the firft 
ftep of the flairs, when he was knocked down. Hi* 
head was hacked off in an inftant, and a ruffian 
held it up, crying aloud, " Off with your hats ! long 
*' live the nation !" The bareheaded populace an- 
fwered, "Long live the nation !"- The head wa£ 
then carried round the town in fignal of a triumph 
gained by a tumultuous populace and ten thoufand 
ibldiers under arms, over a poor defencelefs prieft. 

Pag* 2 1 8. — The 14th of July, fo famous in the an- 
nals of the revolution, was this year celebrated at 
Limoges, by the death of Mr. Chabrol. He was a 
jnoft ufeful member of fociety ; diftinguilhed round 
his neighbourhood as a bone-fetter ; he was at once 
the furgeon and the paftor of his parifhioners ; and 
among his murderers were fome of thofe who owed to 
him the ufe of their limbs. He was of a quick and im- 
petuous temper, and endued with uncommon bodily 
ftrength. His death certainly was not that of a 
Chriftian martyr ; but it deferves particular notice, 
as a ftriking proof of the cowardly ferocity of the 
Frencli populace. 

He had taken fhclter at a magi Urate's, and 
begged leave to elude the mob by going out of the 
houfe the back way ; but the magiftrate durft not 
comply. He was forced to face his blood-thirfty 
purfuers. The indignant prieft met them at the 
door; the attack inftantly began. Without a fin- 
gle weapon of defence, he had to encounter hun- 
dreds of the mob, armed with clubs, guns, fabres, 
and knives ; but, notwithftanding the amazing in- 
equality, he held them a long time at bay. Some 
he felled to the ground, others ran from hioi ; he 

tore 
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tore a bayonet out of his flefh, and ftabbing it into did 
breaft of his adverfary, fent him to die among the 
crowd* At laft, weakened with the lofs of blood, 
he falls, and the bate and mercilefs fcoundrels cry, 
To the lamp-poft ! The idea of hanging reanimates 
the remaining drops in hte veins. He rifes upon 
his legs for the laft time ; but numbers prevailed : 
again he falls, covered with wounds, and expires. 
His laft groan is followed by the ferocious howl of 
ViBoryl The daftardly aflaffins fet no bounds to their 
infults; they cut and hacked his body to pieces, 
and wrangled for the property of his ragged and 
bloody cafibck. 

Page a68. — As foon as the unfortunate Louis 
XVI. had been transferred from his throne to a 
loathfome prifon, the National Affembly formed a 
plan for the total extirpation of the priefts, and 
with them the Chriilian religion. The minifters of 
the altar were feizcd and thrown into prifon, or 
tranfported from every part of the country- At 
Paris, about three hundred of them were fhut up, 
in order to be raaflacred, and were actually put to 
death during the firft and fecond weeks of Septem- 
ber, 1792. 

About one hundred and eighty of thefe unhappy 
men were confined in the convent of the Carmelites* 
A troop of aflaffins commenced the maflacre in 
the garden where the priefts were permitted to take 
the air ; but while they were proceeding a Commif- 
fary arrived, and informed them that the work was 
not to go on that way. There were now about a 
hundred left alive, who were all ordered into the 
fan&uary of the church ; but, to get thither, they 
had to pafs through a crowd of their murderers- 
One received a ball, another a blow, and another a 
flab; fo that when arrived in tjbe fanduary, they 
prefcnted a icene the moft heart-pieycing that eyes 

ever 
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*#fcr beheld. Some were dragged in wounded, 
trthers quite dead. Even here, though furrounded 
by a detachment of fcldiers, the blood-thirfty mob 
rtifhed in upon them, and murdered feveral at the 
Very altar. The fanftuary of a Chriftian churck 
tyas, for the firft time fince the blefled Redeemer 
appeared among men, filled with a promiscuous 
group of the living, the dying, and the dead. The 
marble pavement was covered with dirt, and gore, 
and mangled carcafies; and the fides of the altar 
iplalhed with blood and brains. 

The foldiers had not been brought to fave the 
lives of the priefts : the Commiflary who headed them 
was to execute a plan of more deliberate murdcc 
The furviving priefts were called out two aj a 
time, and murdered in the prefence of the ComtmC- 
*ary, who took their names down in a book, as he 
was anfwerable for their affaffination. Of all that 
.were (bund here, only four or live efcaped. — The 
like undiftihguifbed carnage was exhibited at the 
other prifons. 

Everyone, of thefe men might have faved his life 

f>y taking the proffered oath, yet not one of thena 

condefeended to do it. Let the infidel fhow us, if 

he can, any thing like this in the annals of his im- 

. pious fed. 

Page 3 1 8.— At the gate of the prifon of La Force, 
the aiTaffins were placed in two rows : the two ruf- 
fians called Judges, who gave the fignal of death, 
were placed at the gate ; and, as foon as the pri- 
foner pafled them, the affaffins difpatched him with 
their knives or fabres, throwing the bodies in a 
heap at the end of the line. At the foot of this tro- 
phy of dead bodies, lays the hiftorian, we muXt now 
exhibit a fcene of a different kind, in the murder of 
the Princefe of Lamballe. She had retired in fafety 
to London ; but her attachment to the royal family 

would 
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tooutd dot fuffer her to remain in her afytum, \^hifd 
they were expofed. Her fidelity was a fcfimfc that 
the infidelity of her enemies could never forgive. 

When this illufirious viftim was brought fortify 
flie was afkedto ffrear an eternal hatred to theKingj 
the Queen, and to royalty. " The oath," faid fhe* 
cc is foreign to the fentiments of my heart, and I 
€€ will never take it."— She was inftantly delivered 
over to the minifters of death. Thefe ruffians prd- 
tend to carets htt , ftroke her cheeks with their 
hands, yet reeking with human blood> and thus 
conduct her along the line. Aniidft all thefe itifult? 
her courage never deferted her. When arrived at 
the heap of dead bodies, fhe was ordered to kneel 
and alk pardon of the nation : " I have never in- 
" jured the nation/' fhe replied, " nor will I afk 
« its pardon." — " Down," ftid they 5 " and afk 
" pardon, if you wifh to live/ — " No," faid flie* 
€€ 1 fedrn to alk pardbn from aflaffiris that call them- 
cc felves the nation : I will never bend my knee, or 
u accept of a favour at fuch hands.'* 

Her foul wag fuperior to fear. *• Kneel and afk 
€i patcJoiV' was heard from at thoufand voices, but 
in vain. Two of the aflaffins now feized her arms, 
and pulling her from tide to fide, nearly diflocated 
her fhoulders. " Go on, fcoundrels," laid the hfe- 
roic Princefs, " I will afk no pardon." In a rage to 
fee themfelves thus overcome by the conftancy of A 
woman, they daihed her down, and rufhed in upon 
her with their knives and poniards. Her head fodn 
appeared hoifted upon a liberty pike, and her heart, 
after being bit by one of the ruffians, was put into a 
bafin. Both were carried in triumph through the 
fireets of Paris. At lal>, after having feailed the 
eyes of the multitude, the bearers took them to the 
Temple, now become a priibn ; -where one of the 
two Coniniiirarics that guarded the King* called 

him 
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him to the -window, that he might fee it ; but his 
companion, a little more humane, prevented the 
unfortunate Monarch from approaching. A faint- 
ing fit, from hearing of the event,, fortunately fa ve4 
the Queen from the heart-rending light. 

The body fl ripped naked, and the bowels hanging 
out, was cxpofed to view on the top of the murdered 
vi&ims, where it remained till the maflacre was 
over. 

Page 327. — A great fire was made in the Place 
Dauphine, at which many, both men and women, 
were roafted. The Countefs of Perignan, with her 
three daughters, were dragged thithpr. They were 
ftripped, rubbed over with oil, and then put to the 
fire. The eld^fi: of the daughters, who was fifteen, 
begged them to put an end to her torments, and a 
young fellow fhot her through the head. The can- 
nibals, who were fhouting and dancing round the 
fire, enraged to fee themfelves thus deprived of tho 
pleafure of hearing her cries, feized the too merciful 
murderer, and threw him into the flames. 

When the Countefs was dead, they brought fix 
priefis, and cutting off fame of the roafted flefh, pre- 
sented them each a piece to eat. They fhut their eyes, 
and made no anfwer. The oldeft of the priefts was 
then firipped and tied oppofite the fire. The mob told 
ihe others, that perhaps they might prefer the relifh of 
a prieft's fleib to that of a Countefs ; but they fud- 
denly rulhed into the flames. The barbarians tore 
them out, to prolong their torments ; not, however, 
before they were dead, and beyond the reach eveu 
of Parifian cruelty. 

Page 328.1 — On Monday, September 3d, at ten 
o'clock in the evening, a man, or rather 3, monfter, 
named Philip, living in the fireet of the Temple, 
came to the Jacobin Club, .of which he was a mem* 
fcer, and, with a box in his handj jnourited the trir 
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bunc. Here he made a long fpecch on patriotifai; 
concluding by a declaration, that he looked upoi* 
every one who preferred the ties of blood and of nar 
tare to that of patriotic duty, as an ariftocrat worthy 
of death ; and, to convince them of the purity and 
Uncerity of his own principles, he opened the box, 
and held up by the gray hair; the bloody and fhrir 
Telled heads of his father and mother, " which I 
•' have cut off," faid the impious wretch, " becaufo 
* they obftinately per fi fled in not hearing mafs from 
♦' a conftitutional prieft *." The fpeech of this par* 
licide received 'the loudeft applaufes ; and the two 
leads were ordered to be buried beneath the bufts 
of Ankerftrom and Brutus, behind the Prefident's 
chair -^. 

The laft fa6t related is of fuch a horrid nature, that 
though fo well authenticated, it would almoft flag* 
ger our belief, had we not proof of fo many others 
which equal, if not furpafs it. I fhall here extract 
one from La Conjuration de Maximilien Robefpierre^ 
a work publilhed at Paris in the year 1795. 

The author, after fpeaking of the unnatural fe-* 
rocioufnefs which the revolution had produced in 
the hearts of the people, fays (page 162), I will here 
give a proof, and a fhocking one it is. — Gamier of 
Orleans had afon, who had been intended for the 
priefthood, and had been initiated in the fubdeacon* 



• * That is, one of the apoftates, 

f According to Monfieur Peltier, in his Picture of Parrs, the 
number of perfons murdered in the different prifons of that city, 
from Sunday the 2d to Friday the 7th of September, 1793* 
amounted to 1005. To thefe, he fays, fhoukl be added, the 
poor creatures who were put to death in the hofpital of Bicetre, 
and in the yards of La Salpetriere; thofe who were drowned at 
the hofpital of La Force ; and all thofe who were dragged out qF 
the dungeons of the Conciergerie and the Chatelet, to be but- 
chered on the Pont-au-Chanjge, which may be computed, with* 
out exaggeration, at 8000 individuals. 

fliip; 
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ftip ; confequently he was attached to the Chriftiaa 
faith. His father one day feized him by the throat, 
and led him to the Revolutionary Tribunal, \vhere he 
was inftantly condemned ; nor would the barbarous 
father quit his child till he faw his head fevered fromi 
his body. After the execution was over, the tribu- 
nal, ever as capricious as bloody, feigned remorfe, 
and were proceeding to condemn the father ; but the 
National Convention, informed of the affair, an- 
nulled the procefs, and publicly applauded the con- 
duct of the unnatural father, as an imitator of the 
republican Brutus. 

In the extra&s from the Hiftory of the French 
Clergy, the propofed limits of this work have obliged 
me to forego the pleafure of mentioning a great 
number of fa6ts which refleft infinite honour on that 
calumniated and unfortunate body of men, as well 
as on the Chriftian religion. The following trait, 
however, I cannot prevail on myfelf to omit. 

Page 34.1. — At Rheims lived a man, who, from 
the number of his years, might be called the Dean of 
Chriftendom ; and, from the fame of his virtues, the 
Prieft, by excellence. He had long been known by 
bo other name than that of the Holy Prieft. This 
was Mr. Pacquot, re&or of St. John's. When the 
revolutionary aflaffins broke into his oratory they 
found him on his knees. A true and faithful difci~ 
pie of Jefus Chrift, he yielded himfelf into the 
hands of his executioners without fo much as 
a murmur, and fuffered himfelf to be led before 
the ferocious magiftrate, as a lamb to the (laughter. 
He crofled the ftreet finging the Pfalms of David, 
while the fanguinary ruffians that conduced him 
endeavoured to drown his voice by their blafphemies. 
At the threfhold of the town-hall an attempt was 
made to murder him, but the mayor interfered, 

faying 
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faying to the people, " What are you about ) Thli 
" old fellow is beneath notice. He is a fool : fana-r 
u ticifm has turned his brain.'* Thefe words roufed 
the venerable old man. " No, Sir," fays he, " I 
<c am neither a fool nor a fanatic, nor fhall my life 
" take refuge under fuch an ignominious fhelter. I 
" wilh you to know, that I was never more in my 
" fober ienfes. Thefe men have tendered to me an 
6i oath decreed by the National Afiembly. I am 
<* well acquainted with the nature of this oath : J 
"know that it is impious, and fubveriive of religion. 
u They leave me the choice of the oath or death 
4 * and I choofe the latter.-r-I hope, Sir, I have con- 
« vinced you that I am in my fenfes, and know per*- 
•' feftly well what 1 am about."— The nettled ma- 
giftrate immediately abandoned him to the mob,. 
" Which of you," faid the old man, " is to have the 
" patriotic honour of being my murderer ?"-*-«' I 
"am," fays a man who moved in a fphere that 
ought to have diftinguiflied him from a horde of 
ruffians. " Let me embrace you, then/' fays Mr. 
Pacquot ; which he actually did, and prayed to God 
to forgive him. This done, the hard- hearted villain, 
gave him the firfi blow, and his companions buried 
their bayonets in his emaciated breaft. 

The reader's heart will, I hope, teach him the 
love and veneration that every Chriflian ought to 
feel for the memory of this evangelical old man. 

If the death of all the murdered priefts was not 
marked with fuch unequivocal proofs of conflancy 
and fidelity as that as Mr. Pacquot, it was, perhaps, 
becaufe a like opportunity did not always prefent it-r 
felf. One thing we know, that, by taking an oath 
contrary to their faith, they might not only have ef-* 
caped the knives of their aflaflins, but might have 
enjoyed an annual income. Their refufiqg to do 
this is an incontrovertible teftimony that they were 
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too impoftors or hypocrites, but fincere believers of 
the religion they taught, and that they valued that 
religion more than life itielf : and this is the beft an- 
fwer that can poffibly he given to all the fcandalous 
and atrocious calumnies that their enemies and the 
enemies of Chriftianity have vomited forth againft 
them. 



CHAP. II. 

Facts taken from La Relation des Cruautls iomniifes 
dans les Lyonnois. 

THE next work that prefents itielf, following 
thfe chronological order, is, La Relation des Cruautls 
commifes dans les Lyonnois ; or, The Relation of the 
Cruelties committed in the Lyonnefe. 
* Page 37. — The grand fcene of deftru&iori arid 
maflacre was opened in the once flourifhing and 
opulent city of Lyons, by a public profanation of all 
thofe things that had been looked upon as facred. 
The murderers in chief, chofen from among the 
members of the National Convention, were a play* 
aftor, and a man who under the old Government 
had been a bum-bailiff. Their firft ftep was to brip- 
tify the minds of the populace ; to extinguifh the 
remaining fparks of humanity and religion, by teach- 
ing them to fet Heaven and an hereafter at defiance \ 
in order to prepare them for the maflacres which they 
Were commiffioned to execute. 

A mock proceffion was formed in imitation of 
thofe obferved by the Catholic church. It was 
headed by a troop of men bearing in their hands the 
chalices and other vafes which had been taken from 
the plundered churches. At the head of the procef* 
fion there was an afs, dretfTed in the veftments of the 
priefts that the revolutionary army had murdered in 
the neighbourhood of the city, with a mitre on his 
head. This beaft, a beaft of the fame kind on 

Vol. iii» h which 
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which our Redeemer rode, now bore a load of tru+ 
cifixes and other fymbols of the Chriftian religion ; 
having the Old and New Tefiament tied to his tail. 
When this proceffion came to the fpot which had 
been fixed on for the purpofe, the Bible was burnt, 
and the a& given to drink out of the facramental 
cup, amidft the fhouts and rejoicings of the blas- 
phemous affiftants. 

Such a beginning plainly foretold what was ,to 
follow. An undiftinguiftiing butchery of all the 
rich immediately commenced. Hundreds of per- 
fons, women as well as men, were taken out of the 
city at a time, tied to trees, (hot to death, {tabbed, 
or elfe knocked on the head. In the city the guil- 
lotine neVer ceafed a moment ; it was fhifted tnret 
times ; holes were dug at each place to receive the 
blood, and yet it ran in the gutters. 

It were impoffible to defcribe this fcene of car- 
nage, or to give an account of each a& of the, till 
now, unheard-of barbarity ; two or three, however* 
demand a particular mention. 

Pag* 39*""" Madam Lauras, hearing that her huf- 
band was condemned, went, accompanied with her 
ten children, and threw herfelf on her knees before 
the ferocious Collot d'Herbois, one of the members 
of the Convention ; but no mercy could be expedted 
from a wretch, whole bufinefs it was to kill. She 
followed her beloved hutband to the place of exe- 
cution, furrounded with her weeping offspring. 
On (being him fell, her cries, and the vvildnefs of 
her looks, but too plainly foretold her approach- 
ing end* She was teized with the pains of a pre- 
mature childbirth, and was carried horpe to her" 
houfe, where a Coromiflary foon after arrived, drove 
her from her bed and her houfe, from the door of 
which fhe fell dead into the fireet. 

Fagt 4i>— Two women who had perfifted in 
aiking the life of iheir huibajads, were tied, during 

fix 



FEBRUARY, 1796. $f 

the hours, to the pofts of the guillotine. Their own 
hufbands were executed before their eyes, and their 
blood (prinkled over them* 

Page 42. — Mils Servan, a young lady of about 
eighteen, was put to death becaufe fhe would not 
difcover the retreat of her father. 

& a i e 47.-r-Madame Cochet was condemned for 
having put a match to the cannon during the liege* 
and for having affifted in her hufband's efcape* 
She was declared, by two furgeons, to be with 
child ; but this was a reafqn ot little weight, with 
men whom we (hall by and by fee murdering in- 
fants* and even ripping them from the womb. She 
was inftantly executed. 

Page 1 01. —To thefe fadb I fhall add the death 
of Maupetit. He was made prifoner during the 
jfiege, buried alive up to his neck, and in this ilta- 
ation had his head maihed to pieces with fmall 
cannon-balls, which his enemies tofled at it with 
jril the infulting grimaces of favages. 

Page 104. — At Lyons the priefts met with the 
feme treatment as at other places, and honoured their 
deaths with the fame unfhaken fortitude. . TVenty- 
feven were executed at one time, not one of whoi^ 
had condefcended to accept of the fhameful cojndi* 
tions that were offered, nor even to folicit a pardon 
from the vile and blafphemous aflaflins. 

During this murderous work, the city of Lyons 
Vas ftruck with terror. The members of the Con- 
vention fluck up a proclamation, declaring all 
thofe who fhould exprefs the leafl fymptom of 
J>ity > fufpeded perfons. When the blood had, in 
fome meafure, ceafed to flow, and the affrighted 
inhabitants ventured out of their houfes, they were 
feen walking along the ftreets with their eyes fixed 
on the ground: men no longer flopped, fhoojc 
hands, and gave each other good-morrow, Thp 
fear of death was fiamped on ^vdry face ; cbdldreh 

Ha' - ourft 
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place of gratitude, filial piety, and all the tender 
affections. 

What I am now going to relate, the mothers of 
future generations will hear with affright. — A child 
of ten years of age had been fcolded, perhaps 
whipped, by his mother. He ran to the Revdlu* 
tionary Tribunal, and accufed her of being ft ill at* 
taehed to the Catholic religion. The accufation 
was admitted, the boy recompenfed, and the mo* 
ther executed in a few hours afterwards. 

Tell us, ye mothers, for you only can know, 
-what this poor creature muft feel at feeing herfelf 
"betrayed, and ready to be deprived of life, by the 
child fhe had borne in her womb, who but the 
other day hung at her breaft, and for whom *ionq, 
; perhaps, fhe wifhed to live ! 

Page 1 6a. — In fhort, fays the author, men poa- 
tra&ed fuch a tafte as excites horror even to believe 
it poffible. God forbid that I fhould euter \nU> 
particulars on this fubjecSt. The bowels of tt*p 
* reader would not permit him to proceed. Suffice it 
to fay, that we have feen the time, when man was 
becoming the food of man. Thofe who pra&ifed 
anatomy during the reign of terror, know but too 
well what I could lay here, if compaffion for the 
feelings of my readers did not prevent me, 

I cannot quit thefe fa&s, without once more re- 
ferring the reader to the work from which I have 
feledted them. I wifh him not to depend on my 
veracity, for the truth of what he may find in a 
book written on the fcene. La Conjuration de /2o- 
leffierre is to be had* almoft any where : I have feen 
above a dozen copies of it in the hands of different 
perfons. It was, as I have already faid, publifhed 
at Paris, and, therefore, we may reft allured that 
the author has not exaggerated ; but, on the con- 
trary, we fee by the laJft article here quoted, tbat 

.he 
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he was afraid to lay all that truth would have war- 
ranted. 



CHAP. III. 

Facts fele&ed from the Proces Crimineldes Mtmhres 
du Comite Revohtionnaire de Nantes\ et du ci~ 
(levant Reprefentant du Peuple Carrier ; or, Trial 
of the Members of the Revolutionary Committee at 
NantZy and of the Reprefentative Carrier. 

THJ$ work which we are now entering on, was 
published at Paris during the laft year; but, as aq 
introdu&ion to the facfts extradled from it, it wilt 
be neceffary to give the reader a concife Iketch of 
the progrefs of the revolution, down to the epoch 
when the work was publiihed. 

The States-General, confifting of the three or- 
ders, the nobility, the clergy, and the tiers-etats, 
or commonalty, were alfembled on the 4th of May, 
1739. The deputies were all furniflied with written 
inftrudfaons, in which they were pofitively enjoined 
to make no innovations as to the form of govern- 
*ient. Notwithftanding this, it is well .known thffr 
framed a conftitution, by which the governiflptft 
W^s totally changed, the nobility abolifhed, andAthe 
church rcpt from that of Rome. Their conftitutl9tf, 
however, thqugh eftabliftied at the expenfe of jtb.Qjil? 
lands of lives, and though one of the moft ridigij* 
lous fyftems of government that ever was invented* 
did not fail to meet with partiians ; and we hay$ 
heard it extolled in this country as the mafterpiece 
pf human wifdom. 

This firft Affembly, which has been commonly 
called the Conflituent Aflembly, ended its beneftr 
pei}t labours on the 30th of September, 1791, and 
was immediately fucceeded by another, which $oot 
the name of the Legiflative Aflembly. *Moft men 
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of fenfe forefaw that the fecond Aflembly would 
improve upon the plan of defiru6tion marked out 
by the iirfh The clergy, and many men of family 
?wd fortune, had been already driven from their 
homes and pofleflions ; it remained for the Legifla- 
five Aflembly to finifh the work, by feizing on their 
property and expofing it to fale : this they failed 
jpot to do. Perfecution and raaflacre increafed 
4aily ; but as the fmall remains of power left in the 
hands of the King was Hill an obfiacle, or rather 
the monarchy itfelf was an obftacle, they were de- 
termined to get rid of it. On the roth of Auguft, 
1792, the King was dethroned (his fate is well 
Inown), and the daggers of the affaflins were from 
that moment drawn, never more to be fheathed, 
but in the heart of fome innocent vidtim. We have 
already feen fomething of the maflacres which fol* 
lowed this event at Paris and other places ; but 
thefe are trifles to what was to follow. 

On the 21ft of September, 1792, the third Aflem- 
bly* generally called the National Convention, 
opened their feflions ; and, though every individual 
member had repeatedly taken an oath to maintain 
the authority of the King, they at once declared 
France to be a republic. 

After the munler of the King, this Convention 
declared war againft a great part of the powers of 
Europe; and in order to be in a fituation to make 
dead againft their enemies, feized on all the precious 
metals in the country, or rather they ena&ed fuch 
laws as obliged the poor opprefled people to bring it 
to their trcafury, and receive in exchange a vile and 
worlhlefs paper money. The churches were inflantly 
pillaged, and no perfon dared appear with a watch, 
or any other article in gold or iilver. 

The violation of property was only a pail of thejfr 
plan. The hearts of the lower orders of the people 
were to be hardened j they were to be rendered bra- 
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tal ; all fear of an hereafter was to be rooted from 
their fouls, before they could be fit inflruments in 
the hands of this hellifh AflTembly. With this ob- 
je6l in view, they declared our blefled Lord and 
Redeemer to be an impoftor, forbade the acknow- 
ledgment of him, and the exercffe of his worftiip* 
The churches were turned into prifons, ftables, &c 
and over the gateways of the burial-grounds was 
written : " This is the place of eternal Jleep." — • 
Never, furely, was there a better plan for tran£ 
forming a civilized people into a horde of cut-throats* 
It fucceeded completely. The blood now flowed at 
Paris in an unceafing ftream, A permanent tribunal 
was eftablifhed, whofe only bufinefs was to condemn, 
and certify to the Convention that the executions went 
On according to the lifts fent from its Committees, 

Befides legions of executioners, there were pther* 
of aflaffins. The command of thefe latter was 
given to thofe members of the Convention who were 
fcnt into the different parts of the country. Terror 
preceded thefe harbingers of death, and their foot-* 
fteps were marked with blood. The fvvord, the fire, 
and the water, all became inftruments of deftruc- 
tion. 

During this murdering time, which has juftly affum- 
ed the name of the reign of terror, the leaders of feveral 
fadtions of the revolutionifts themfelves received their 
reward on a fcaffold, and, among others, Robe-> 
fpierre and his accomplices. When thefe men fell, 
the Convention, according to its ufualcuftom, afcrib- 
ed all the cruelties committed during fome time before 
their death, to them alone ; and the people, always 
eager for blood, now demanded the heads of thofe 
whom they had aflifted in the murder of their coun- 
trymen. By facrificing thefe its inftruments, the 
Convention faw a fair opportunity for removing the 
infamy from itfelf, and of perpetuating its power. 
Jn confequence, many of theni were tried and exe- 
cuted 
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cuted, and, among others. Carrier (a menpber of 
the Convention), who had been Rationed at Nantz^ 
with the members of the Revolutionary Committee 
*of that unfortunate town. From the trial of thefc 
men it is that I have fele&ed the fa6ts which aretQ 
compofe this chapter. The trial was before the tri- 
bunal at Paris, to which place the accufed were car-* 
ried from Nantz. 

It has been repeatedly afierted by thofe who feem, 
to have more attachment to the caufe of t^e French 
than to that of truth, that the barbarities canpoiitted 
in that country have been by the hands of foreign^ 
ers* Such a ftory is impoffible, apd even ridiculous ; 
but, however, it has induced me to infert here a lift 
of the barbarous wretches who were fo l$ng the 
feourge of the city of Nantz, from which it will ap^ 
pear that they were all Frenchmen born and bred, 
This is an a& of juflicc due to other nations. 

Members of the Convention on Mijfton at Nantz* 
Carrier, born in Gafcony. 

Members of the Revolutionary Committee at JVaitft^ 

Goulin 

Chaux 

Grand-Maifon 

Bachelier 

Perrochaux 

Mainguet 

Naud 

Gallen 

Duraflier 

Leveque, born at Mayenne. 

Bolognie, born at Paris. 

Battalie, born at Charitie-Jur- Loire. 

Joly, born at Angerville-la-MarteJ* 

Pinard, born at Chrijlofle-Dubois. 

Carrier was the great mover, ,the affaffin- general ; 
the Committee were his agents. Some of them were 

always 






Born at Nantx. 
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llWays affembled in their hall, to give directions to 
the under-raurderers, while the others took repofc, 
Or were difp^tched on important expeditions, fuch as 
the ihooting or drowning of hundreds at a time. 
They Hood in need, however, qf fubaltern cuW 
throats, more determined and bloody than the peo- 
ple in general ; and therefore they raife4 a company, 
who took the title of the Company of Marat, conv- 
ppfed of the yileft wretches that* were to fee foqqch 
Thefe being affembled together, took the following 
oath before their employers. 

: Vol. iv. Pag t 203. — " I fvyear to purfue unto deat£, 
Jill royaliftf, fanatics (Chriftians*), gentlemen (the 
French word is mufcadin, which means a gentleman, or 
welUdreJfedman), and moderates (moderate people), yn- 
der whatever colour, maik, or form, they may appear. 

" I fwear to fpare neither parents nor relations ; to 
facrifice my perfonal interests, and even friend (hip 
itfelf 1 and to acknowledge for parents, brothers, and 
friends, nobody but the patriots, the ardent de- 
fenders of the republic." 

Pity with n*e, reader, the poor unhappy people 
that were to become the prey of a fet of blood-hounds 
like thefe. Pity the aged parents, and the helplefs 
babes, that were to bleed beneath their merolela 
fabres. If you are not endowed with uncommon 
fortitude, I could almoft advife you to advance no 
further ; fifty times has the pen dropped from my 
trembling hand : Oh ! how I pity the hiftorian that 
k to hand thefe bloody deeds down to our fhudder- 
jng and indignant pofterity. > 

Vol. i. Page 66. — Tronjollj', a witnefs, informs 
the tribunal, that the Company of Marat was at firft 
compofed of fixty perfons ; that Goulin openly 
propofed that none but the moll infamous villains 
fhould be admitted into it ; and, at each nomination, 

; — , . . 

* Fanatic is the name now given to all who remain attached to 
the Chriftian religion. J 

cried 
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cried out, * € Is there bo greater fcoundrel to b« 
found?" 

On the 24th of O&ober, fays the witnefs, I heard 
Goulin and his colleagues fay, that they were going 
to give a great example ; that the prisoners fhould 
be all fhot. I atteft that this fcene was ftill more 
horrible than that of the 2 2d and 23d of September^ 
The Company of Marat were caroufing round t 
table, and at the fame time it was deliberated whe? 
ther the prifoners 'fhould not be maflacred by hun- 
dreds. In this deliberation, Goulin was for indifcri* 
miftftte death : and thus were the prifoners, without 
fever being interrogated or heard, condemned to die* 
Th^re exifled no proofs of guilt againft thefe unfor- 
tunate prifoners ; they were what were called Jiifi 
feffed ferfons : the felons, and all real criminals., were 
!fet at liberty. • 

Carrier, in quality of a member of ,fhe Conven- 
tion, had placed a vile wretch at Painboeuf, named 
Foucault, to whom he gave an absolute power of 
life and death. * 

Vol. 1. Page 68 — lOld men, women : with child, 
and children, were drowned without diftin&ion. 
They were put on board of lighters, which* were 
railed round to keep the prifoners from jumping over- 
board if they fhould happen to difengage themfelve*. 
'There were plugs made in the bottom, or fides* 
which being pulled out, the lighteriunk; and all iix 
it were drowned. ' Thcfe expeditidnd were firft car- 
ried on by night, but the fun foon beheld the mur- 
derous work. At firfl: the prifoners were drowned in 
their clothes ; this, however, appeared too merciful ; 
\o expofe the two fexes naked befoine each other waa 
a pleafure that the ruffians could not forego. > 

I muft now, fays the witnefs, ipeak of a new fort 
of cruelty. The young men and women were picked 
out from among the mafs of fufferers, ftripped naked* 
and tied together face to fece. After .being kept in 
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this fituatioil about airhour, they were put into ait 
open lighter ; and after receiving feveral blows on 
the fkull with the but of a mufket, thrown into the 
Water. Tbefe were called republican marriages. * 

Vol* u Page 72. — On the 26th of Odtober, Car- 
rier, the member of the Convention, ordered me 
(the witnefe was a judge of fooie fort) to guillotine 
indiscriminately all the Vendeans who came to giv* 
thenrfelves u£. I refufed, but the Representative of 
the People promifed that his prey fhould not efcape 
him thus. In thort, on the 29th, he had guillotined 
twenty-feren Vendeans, among whom were children 
of thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen years of age, and 
ievea young women, the oldeft of which was not 
above twenty-nine. On the fame day twenty other 
perfons were executed without trial, 

Pol. i. Page 76.— Carrier, the bloodieft of the 
blopdy, harangued his agents fword in hand; 
he ordered a woman to be fhot at her window, 
merely becaufe fhe looked at him ; he chofe from 
among the female prifoners, thofe whom he thought 
worthy of his foul embraces ; and, after being fa- 
tiated with their charms, fent them to the guil- 
lotine. 

Obferve well, reader, that this was a member of 
the National Convention/ — a Reprefentative of the 
People I a Lawgiver! 

Vol. iv. page 155. — I think it neceflfary to bring 
fiere a depofition or two from the third and fourth 
volumes of the trial, as they will fhow at once the 
pretended and real motives of the member of the 
Convention and his Committee. 

Jomard, a witnefs, declares, that when the gene- 
rale was beat at Nantz, and the ieizure of fufpeSed 
ferfons began, nobody believed any thing of a con- 
fpiracy againft the Republic. As a clear proof of 
"this, adds Jomard, Richard, one of the agents of 
the Revolutionary Committee, wrote to his friend 

Crelpin* 
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Crdfpiri, telling him that he had left the Coirtpafiy of 
Marat without arms -, but that means were found 
out to arm the patriots and difarm the JufpeEted.+-* 
The generate, adds Richard, is now beating ; but 
do not frighten yourfelf ; I will tell you the reafon 
of this at your return. 

Vol. iii. Page 58. — Latour, a witnefi, fays, I 
was fick ; Dulny, who was my doctor, informed 
me that Gaudet, public accufer, had let hire into an 
important fecret ; which was, that Carrier, and jUxt 
Revolutionary Committee, not knowing how to 
Ique^ze the rich, had fallen upon a plan to imprifon 
them, while they feized on their efFe&s* In order to 
have a pretext fordoing this, faid Gaudet, we fhall 
give out that there exifls a confpiracy againft the 
Republic. I am to make the generate beat early in 
the morning. The fans-culottes *, informed before* 
band, are to parade at their different pofts ; the rich 
and the timid will, according to cuflom, remain in 
their houfes ; to thefe houfes the fans-culottes are to 
repair, pillage all they have, and convey them to 
prifon. 

Notwithftanding my illnefs, I had no inclinations 
to be found at home ; I therefore begged the Dodof 
to give me notice when the affair was to take place, 
■which he promifed to do. In three days after, he in* 
formed me that the generale would beat the neott 
morning. In fpite of my ficknefs, I went to my 
poft. We were all the day under arms, and a greaft 
number of rich people were pillaged and imprifoned, 
fome guillotined. 

I atteft, adds the witnefs, that there was not the 
leaft appearance of any confpiracy. All was a 



* This degrading term, which is become the glory of modem 
patriots, literally means, men without breeches ; but it was ever 
ufed by the French to defignate vile, rafcally people, the dregs df 
fociety ; and as fuch we ought now to underftand it* 

dead 
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dad calm; terror and condensation alone reigned 
in the city. More than three thoufand vi&iras to 
iuft and avarice were this day lodged in loathfome 
dungeons, from whence they were never to be re- 
leafed, but to be led to (laughter. 

( ihall now iafert an article or two that will give 
the reader an idea of the manner of proceeding «ff 
thefe fans-culottes. 

Vol. iv. Page 157. — One of the members of the 
Revolutionary Committee, with a company of armed 
ruffians, went to the houfe of one Careil. They 
firft examined all the papers, took 5000 livres ia 
paper money, and. 12 louis d'ors. They returned 
again in the evening, fays the witnefs, who it feems 
was mifirefs of the houfe; we, at firft, took; 
them for common thieves, and therefore our alarm 
was not Jo great ; but to our forrow, we were fooa 
convinced by the voice of Pinard, that they were 
the patriots of the Revolutionary Committee. Our 
. family was composed of women and one old man* 
There were myfelf, four fifters-in-law, formerly nuns, 
two old relations above eighty years of age, and my 
huiband. The houfe and yard were il ripped of 
every thing, and the ruffians were talkiog of letting 
fire to the buildings. One of my fillers made fhift 
to preierve 800 livres ; fhe offered them thefe to 
fave the houfe ; they accept the conditions, re* 
ceive the money, and then burn the houfe to the 
ground. 

Our perfons were now all that remained to be dif- 
poled of. There was a one-horfe chair ; but which 
was too good for any of us : it was fafiened to the 
tail of a cart into which we were put (my. huiband, 
an old and infirm man, being obliged to walk in the 
rear), and thus were dragged, preceded by our plun- 
dered property, to that gang of cut-throats called 
the Revolutionary Committee. Here our complaints 
were in a moment ftifled. Pinard faid, that his or- 
a ders 
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ders were to bum all, and kill all. The Committee 
were aftonifhed and offended at his clemency, and 
reprimanded him feverely for not having murdered 
us according to his orders, 

I, my lifters, and our poor old relations, were 
fent to one prifon, and my hufband to another. My 
hufband died, and we are only left alive to weep 
and ftarve. 

It is well worth the reader's while to hear what this 
Pinardfaid in his defence on this head. 

Vol. iv. Page 162. — We adted, fays he, by the 
order of the Reprefentative of the People Carrier. 
When I went, at my return, to carry him the church- 
plate that I had taken from the nuns, he would inlift 
upon my drinking out of the chalice (or facramental 
cup), and afked me why I had not killed all the 
damned bitches. 

I fliall here obferve once for all, that thefe volumes 
contain a feries of robberies of this fort. Sometimes 
the plunder was divided among the plunderers, fome- 
times it was delivered to Carrier, and at others it 
was depofited with the Revolutionary Committee. 
Thefe latter impofed immenfe taxes, or rather con- 
tributions, on the.people, under pretence ofaffifting 
the fans-culottes, but which were applied to their 
own ufes. It is jufl to obferve alfo, that the tribunal 
at Paris, before which they were brought to anfwer 
for their crimes, appears to have ihtiwn much more 
anxiety about the gold and filver, than about the 
lives of the murdered perfons. 

Vol. v. Page 15. — Mariot te 9 a witnefs, informs 
the tribunal that he was detached on a party to feven 
miles diftance from Nantz. The party, fays the wit- 
nefs, went into the neighbourhood • of . the foreft of 
Rince, and took up their quarters ina'houfe occu-* 
pied by Mrs. Chauvette. Five days after our arrival, 
came Pinard, about midnight, and told us that we 
were in the hbufe of an ariftocntt. -Hcbragged of 
4 having 
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having that evening killed fix women, and faid that 
Chauvette fhould make the feventh. He threatened 
her, and, to add to her torment, told her to comfort 
herfelf, for that her child fhould die firft. It is Pinard, 
adds he, that now fpeaks to you : Pinard, that carries 
on the war againft the female fex. I drew my fword, 
continues the witnefs, and told Pinard that he fliould 
pafs over my dead body to come at the woman. 

Commerais, who was another of this party, informs 
the tribunal, that Pinard being thus flopped, Aubi- 
net, one of his companions, faid, Stand afide, while 
I cut open the guts of that bitch. He did not fuc- 
ceed, however, adds this witnefs. Now Marieuil 
came up, and 1 wore he would have her life ; but find- 
ing us in his way, he faid, You look like a good 
b—ger enough ; I have a word to lay in your ea£. 
We only want, fays he, to know where fhe has hid- 
den 60,000 livres belonging to a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood. I anfwered, Give me your word uot 
to hurt the woman nor her child, and I will bring 
her forth. He promifed, and I brought them out. 
The woman, feeing that fhe was conducted to a fort 
of cellar, cried out, I know I am brought here to be 
murdered, like the women whofe throats were cut in 
this place yefterday. All the favour I afk, faid fhe, 
is, that you will kill me before you kill my child. 
She was now queftioned about the money ; but fhe 
continued her proteftations of knowing nothing of 
it. Pinard and Aubinet prepared again to affaffinate 
her; but they did not fucceed for this time. 

Vol. v. Page 1 6. — The fame witnefs relates another 
adventure. When we were going hence, fays he 5 to- 
wards the foreft of Rince, we heard^man in a little 
Wood, crying for help. We found Pinard and two 
other horfemen, each having a piece ^f linen under 
bis arm. We left them, and foon after-Jaw two poor 
Sealants running away. In going along among th* 
brufhwood, fays the witnefs,. I heatd^t^thAQg ruftle 

vol. in. , 1 almoft 
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almoft under my feet : I knocked the buflies afidc 
with my mufket : — what fhouid it be but two chil- 
dren ? 1 gave one of them, who was feven years 
old, into the care of Cedre, and kept the other* of 
five years old, myfeif. They both cried bitterly. 
Their cries brought to us two women, their mothers, 
who were alfo hid among the bulhes ; they threw 
themfelves upon their knees, and befought us not to 
kill their children. In quitting the wood, Pinard 
came up with us : he had feveral women, whom I 
jaw him chop down, and murder with his iabre. 
What, foys he to me, are you going to do with 
thofe two children ? Stand away, fays he, till I 
blow out their brains. I oppofed him, and while 
we were in difpute, two volunteers brought an old 
man, (lone-blind. This we now found was the 
grandfather of the children. Pray, faid the poor 
old man, take my life, and preferve my little dar- 
lings. I told him that we would take care of them ; 
he wept, and iqueezed my hand. This unfortunate 
eld man, adds the witnefs, was murdered as well as 
the women* 

Pinard quitted the high road in returning, for so 
other purpofe but that of murdering. He and his 
companions killed all they came at, men, women, 
and children, of all ages. To juftify his barbarity, 
lie produced the decree that ordered him to {pare 
neither fex nor age. 

My reader will recolle& that the National Con- 
vention of France had abolished negro Jlavery\ 
and he will alio recoiled, that the humanity of this 
meafure has been much applauded by thofe who 
have not penetration enough to fee their motives in 
fo doing. ft *' 

1 We lhall now fee what advantage this liberty pro- 
cured to the unfortunate country- people round 
•Nante. This city, from its commercial relations 
with the Weft India iflands, always contained a 

a number 
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dumber of blacks who came to wait on their matters, 
&c. As foon as the decree abolifhing negro flavery 
appeared, thefe people claimed their rights as citi- 
zens; and, having no employment, they wete taken 
into the fervice of the Republic, and placed under 
the orders of the Revolutionary Cortimittee. A 
party of thefe citizens was fent to afiift in the mur- 
ders round the city, and We fhall fee that they were 
by no means wanting in obedience to their em- 
ployers. 

VoL v, Page 90.— An officer, named Ormes, 
qame, fays a witnefs, to afk our affiftance in favour 
of five pretty women, whom the Company of Ame- 
ricans (this was the word which had taken place of 
that of negroes, becaufe the Convention had forbid- 
den any one to call them negroes) had refervedfor a 
purpofe eafily to be guefied at. A party marched 
off, and loon came to the houfe where the blacks 
had lodged the women. The poor creatures were 
qrying and groaning ; their fhrieks were to be heard 
at half a mile diftance. The^ party ordered the 
door to be opened, Which was at laft done. They 
then demanded the women ; No, replied the blacks, 
tjiey are now our Jlaves ; we have earned them, dear 
enough, and you fhall tear them away limb by limb 
if you ha\&e them. We are told by thefe men, .that, 
thanks to the falutary decrees of the Convention, the 
French empire contained no Jlaves. The brutality 
of the blacks would not permit them to liffcen to the 
voice of reafon ; they prepared for the defence of 
their prey, when the party, always guided by ptv- 
dence, preferred retiring, to avoid Jlaughtef* 

Two days after, continues the witnefs, the Ame- 
ricans, fatiated with their captives, left them. One 
of thefe women, the handfomeft in the eyes of the 
blacks, had been obliged to endure the approaches 
*f more than a hundred of them. She was fallen 

13 . into 
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into a kind of fuipor, and was unable to walk of 
(land. The- whole five were fhot foon after. 

I do not ktfOw which is.moft entitled to our de- 
teftation here, the brutal negroes, or the pufillani- 
mous, rafcally Frenchmen, who were the witnefles 
of their horrid Weeds. Prudence taught thefe pol- 
troons to retire, vVhen they law five of their lovely 
countrywomen expofed to the naufeous embraces 
of a fet of filthy, mercilefs monfters ! They faw 
them bathed in tears, heard their fuppl Seating cries, 
were fhocked at ft fight, the very idea of which 
foufes all the feelings of manhood ; but Prudence 
taught them to retire ! — Savage villains ! Prudence 
never taught you to retire from the drownings and 
cries of poor defencelefs innocent priefts, and 
women and children ! It was not till the -blacks 
prepared to defend their prey, that Prudence taught 
you to retire ! 

Some of the women, taken in the country, were 
foffered to die, or rather to be murdered, in a left 
Shocking way, 

-Vol. v. Page 35. — Nantz, 5 Ventofe, fecond year 
#/* the French Republic. Citizen Male is hereby or- 
dered to conduA the forty women, under his care, 
to the top of the cliff Pierre Moine, and there 
throw. them head foremoft into the fea. 

(Signed) Foucault. 
\ We now come to the depofition of George Thomas, 
a health officer, who is one among the few, even of 
the witneffes, that appears to have prefefved fome 
rfcf&BHis of humanity. He tells fuch a tale of woe 
as I hope, and am perfuaded, the reader's heart will 
With difficn ft y fupport. 

• ■ Vol. ii. Page 147. — The revolutionary hofpital, 
fays the' witnefs, was totally unprovided with every 
netieflary. The jail fever made terrible ravages in 
all the hotifts of detection ; feventy-five perfons, or 
thereabout, died daily in this hofpital. There was 
4 nothing 
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nothing but ratten mattraffes : on each of them 
more than fifty prifoners had breathed their laft. 

I went to Cbaux, one of the Committee, to afk 
for relief for the unhappy wretches that remained 
here. We cannot do any thing, faid Chaux ; but 
if you will, you may contribute to the caufe of //«- 
manity by a way that I will point out to you. That 
rafcal Phillippes has 200,000 livres in his clutches, 
which we cannot come at. Now, if you will ac- 
cufe him in form, and fupport your accufation by 
witneflfes that I will engage to furnifh you with,. I 
will grant you, out of the fum, all that you want 
for the revolutionary hofpital. At the very mention 
of humanity from Chaux I was aftounded : the latter 
part of hbpropofal, however, brought me back to 
iny man. . I rejeded it with the indignation thatit 
merited, , ., 

I atteft, that the Revolutionary Committee qf 
Nantz feized and iinprifoned almolt all thofe who 
were efteemed rich, men of talents, virtue, and 
humanity. 

I accufethis Committee of having ordered, to my 
knowledge, the Ihooting or drowning of between 
four and five hundred children, the oldeft of which 
were not more than fourteen years of age. 

Minguet, one of the Committee, had given me 
an order to choofe two from among the children, 
whom I intended to fave from death, and bring up* 
I chofe one of eleven years old, and another of 
fourteen. The next day I went to the prifon callecj 
the Entrepot, with feveral of my friends, whom I 
had prevailed on to afk for fome of thefe children. 
When we came, we found the poor little creatures 
ftood no longer in need of our interpolation, They 
were all drowned. I atteft, that I faw in this pri- 
fon, but the evening before, more thai* four hun- 
dred. 

1 3 Having 
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Having received an order from the military com* 
miflioners to go to the Entrepot, to certify as to the 
pregnancy of a great number of women, I found, 
in the entering this horrible flaughter-houfe, a great 
quantity of dead bodies, thrown here and there, I 
faw feveral infants, fomeyet palpitating, and others 
drowned in tubs of human excrement. I hurried 
along through this fcene of horror. My afpe<5t 
frightened the women : they had been accuftomed 
to fee none but their butchers. I encouraged them \ 
fpoketothem the language of humanity. I found 
tnat thirty of them were with child ; feveral of them 
feven or eight months. Some few days after I went 
again to fee thefe unhappy creatures, whofe fituatioa 
rendered them obje&s of compaflion arid tendernefe ; 
but—- (adds the witnefs with a faltering voice), 
fhall I tell you, they had been moft inhumanly 
murdered. 

The further I advanced, continues the witnefs, 
the more was my heart appalled. There were eight 
hundred women, and as many children, confined 
in the Entrepot and in the Mariliere. There were 
neither beds, firaw, nor neceflary veflels. The pri- 
foners were in want of every thing. Do&or Rollin 
and myfelf faw five children expire in lefs than four . 
minutes. They received no kind of nourifhment.— 
We aflced the women in the neighbourhood, if they 
could not lend them fome afiiftance. What would 
you have us do ? faid they ; Grand-Maifon fcrrefts 
every one that attempts to fuccour them- 

Vol. ii. Page I56.r—The fame witnefs fays, I ac- 
cufe the Committee in general of the murder of fe- 
ven prifoners, whom, for want of time to examine 
them, they had hewn down with fahres under the 
window of their hall. 

The witnefs adds, Carrier and the Committee, as 
well as their under-murderers, ufed to turn the 
drownings intojefts: they called them immerfions, 

national 
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national baptifms, vertical tranfportations, lathings, 
&c* I entered, fays he, one day, a pubtic-houfe 
oppofite the BoufFay, where I law a waterman; 
named Perdreau. He afked me for a pinch of fnuff * 
for, iays the ruffian, I have richly earned it ; I have 
juft helped to difpatch (even or eight hundred; 
How, fays I, do you manage to make away with 
them fo raft i Nothing fo eafy, replied he ; when f 
have a bathing- match, I ft rip them naked, two men 
with their bayonets pufh them, tied two and two, 
into my boat, whence they go foufe into the water', 
with a broken fkull. 

FoL ii. Page i5T.—~Pauiois 9 a witnefs, fays; I 
wrote ten times to the adminiftrators of the diftritft, 
and went often to the Revolutionary Committee) to 
jrequeft that foraething (hould be done for the poor 
children in prifon ; but could obtain nothing. At 
laft I ventured to fpeak to Carrier, who replied, in 
a paffion, You are a counter-revolutionift : no 
pity : they are young vipers, that muft be deftroyed, 
—If I had afted of myfelf, fays the witnefs, I 
ihould have fhared their fate. r 

One day, in entering the Entrejpot, a citizen of 
Nante faw a great heap of corpfes : they were all of 
children ; many were ft ill palpitating and ftruggling 
with death. The man looked at them for fome 
time, faw a child move its arm, he fei zed it, ran 
home with it, and had the good luck to lave it from 
death, and its more terrible minifters. 

Here Thomas is again queftioned, and he attefts, 
that the Revolutionary Committee iflued an order, 
commanding all thofe who had taken children from 
the prifons, to carry them back again ; and this; 
adds the witnefs, for the pure pleafure of having 
them murdered. 

Vol. iv. Page 245. — Cojirant, a witnefs, depofes 
that it waspropofed to fhoot fome of the prifoners en 
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majfe * ; but that the propofal was reje&ed. How-* 
$ver, fays he, as I was returning home one evfeniog* 
| met Ramor, who Jold me that the (hooting was at 
that moment going- on. , &s I heard no noife, I 
could not believe him ; but 1 was not fuffcred to re- 
main long in doubt. A fellow came up to me, co- 
vered with blood: That is the way we knock, them 
off, my boy, fayfe he. Seven huridred bad been fliot 
that afternoon. . ■ 

Vol. iv. Page 2$6>-r-Debourges, a witnefo; fays* 
Ihavefeen, during fix days* nothing butdrown-r 
ings, guillotinings, and fhootings. ' Being dnce' oxx 
guard, f commanded a detachment that conduced 
the fourth majfe of women to. be ihot at Gigaiu 
When I arrived, I found the dead bodies of feventy-* 
five women already ft retched on. the fpot. • They 
were quite naked. 1 was informed that they .were 
girls from fifteen to eighteen years of age, .When 
they had the misfortune not to fall dead after the 
fhot, they were difpatched with fibres. 

Vol. ii. Page z^.—Naud, one of the accufed, 
feys, I faw a redheaded General, named Hedtof, 
at the head of a detachment, conducing prifoners 
to the meadow of the Mauves. Cafirie and I foU 
lowed him. When we came, they were preparing 
to fire ; but we made lhift to fyve a few of the chil- 
dren. 

Vol. \. Page zj.-L-Labenette, a witnels, informs 
the tribunal, that the Revolutionary Committee or-r 
dered to be ftuck on all the walls of the city, a de- 
cree, forbidding all fathers, mothers, hufbands, 
wives, children, relations, or friends, tp Joluit the 
pardon of any prifoner whatever. 

■' — ■ ■ • 

* The French expreflion is preferved here. It is to be hoped 
that it will never be* adopted in the language of any other coun- 
try • Its meaning is, in multitude*. 
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I was alfo .witnefs of the drowning of ninety 
priefts, two of whom, who were decrepit old men, 
by fome accident or other, efcaped, but were re- 
taken and murdered. Indeed, adds this witnefs, I 
have been an eye-witnefs of feveral drownings of 
men, women with child, girls, boys, infants, indis- 
criminately. I have alfo feen fome of all thcfe defcrip- 
tionsfhot in the public fquare, and at other places. 
The national guard of the city w^s employed du- 
ring fix weeks in filling up the ditches, into which 
the maflacred perfons were thrown. I was doctor 
to one of the prifons, and was like to be diiplaced^ 
becaufe I was too humane. 

Vol. i. Pqgp 6a — Carrier fent for the Prefident 
of the Military Copimiffion* " It is you, then, fay* 
he, Mr. ion of a bifch, that has dared to give or- 
ders contrary to mine. Mind ; if you have not 
emptied i\\z Entrepot in two hours, I will have your 
head, and the heads of all the Commiflion.^ — It i? 
not neceffary to add, that he was obeyed, 

VbL i. Page 103. — Tronjolly, a witnefs, fays, that 
Chaux exprefled his difapprobation of the law of 
the 14th of September. It is a great pity, faid he, 
it ever was made ; without that, we would have re-* 
duced the inhabitants of Jtfaqt^ to a handful .-—Car- 
Tier was consulted, adds this witnefs, withrefpeft to 
receiving money to fave the lives of the rich ; buf 
the merciful Repreientative of tJae People ahfwere4 
1 — No CQmpofitipns ; the guillotine ; the guillotine ; 
and take their money afterward:— Three women, 
too charming certainly, fiqce they attracted the de- 
fires Qf the ferocious Carrier, had the misfortune to 
be chofen for the tiger's pleafures. He firft facrificed 
them to his brutal luft, and then fent then* to aug- 
jnent the majft of a maflacre, 

fol. ii. Page i75.-r-:The widow Dumey, a witnefs, 
fays, t]iat ihe is the widow of the late keeper of the 
$qtrepot y that ihe faw fifty priefts bought -there, 
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and rot/bed of all their money and effe&s ; and that 
they were afterwards drowned, with fome women 
and little children. She alfo adds, twenty-four 
Uttfcn and four women were taken out one day. A 
idbild of fourteen years was tied with others to be 
drowned; his cries for his papa were enough to 
pierce the heart of a tiger ; Lamhertye tied him, 
however, and drowned him with the reft. 

Fouquet, the companion of Lambertye, (aid on 
this occafion, that he had already helped to difpatch 
ibine thoufaud, and that if they would but let him 
alone for twenty-four hours* he would fweep all the 
yrifons of Nantz. 

Vol. ii. Tage 186. — Lacaiffe, keeper of another 
prifon called the Bouffay, gives a circumftantial ac- 
count of one of the drownings. 

The horrid night, fays the witnefs, of the 23d of 
O&ober, two foldiers of the Company of Marat 
came to the Bouffqy, each with a bundle of cords* 
About nine o'clock, they told me there were one 
Jiundred and fifty-five prifoners, whom they were 
to transfer to Belle-Ifle, to work at a fortrefs. About 
an hour after arrived thirty or forty more of thefe 
foldiers. An order from the Committee was pro- 
duced for the delivery of one hundred and fifty-five 
of my prifoners. I obferved to them, that feveral 
of the prifoners on the lift were now at liberty, Qt 
in the hospitals. 

They now fat down to table, and, after having 
fupped and drank heartily,, they brought out their 
cords, and diverted themfelves awhile in tying each 
other, as they intended to tie the prifoners. 1 then 
conduced them to the rooms where the prifoners 
were lodged. They inftantly fall to work, tying 
the poor trembling wretches.two and two. 

Grand-Maifon now entered the court-yard, and 
hollowed out to them to difpatch. Goulin came 
ftamping and fwearing, becaufe the number on the 

lift 



FEBRUARY, xftb* *«$ 

lift could not be completed. There were fo many 
ffck and dead, that they could not well be made up* 
I fent you fifteen this evening, fays Goulin ; what 
Jiave you done with them ? I told him they were 
up flairs. Down with them, fays he. I obeyed, 
and they were tied, like the reft. Inftead of one 
hundred and fifty-five, Goulin at laft consented 
to take one hundred and twenty-nine; but thift 
number not being complete, the equitable and ten- 
der-hearted Goulin orders the remainder to be 
taken from the prifoners indiscriminately ; and when 
this was done, he marches off at the head of the 
affaflins to conduA them to the river, where they; 
Were all drowned. 

Vol. ii. Page 204. — The widow Mallet, who had 
firft been robbed of her property, and then ithpri- 
foned, gives an account of the manner in which 
ihe and ner companions in captivity were treated. 

I complained, fays this poor woman, to Perro- 
cheaux of a violent fore throat. That is good, iaid 
he ; the guillotine will cure you of that 

One day Jolly alked if I was not the widow 
Mallet, and giving me a look, that makes me trem- 
ble even now, Aye, fays he, fhe (hall drink out of 
the great cup. 

In the houfe where we were confined, there was 
a great number of beautiful pidlures. Some men 
were fent one day by the Committee to tear them 
to pieces, which they did, leaving only one which 
reprefented Death, and jeering with favage irony, 
Contemplate that image, faid they, to cheer your 
hearts. 

We were in want of every neceflary. Seven 
hundred of us were confined in this houfe, which, 
even as a prifon, was too fmali for two hundred. 
Forty were crammed into one little chamber. 
During fix or feven months we had no infirmary, 
pr rather , each apartment was one. The fick and 

dead 
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dead were often extended on the floor among tho 
living. How many have I feen ftruggling in the 
pangs .of death by my fide ! * '\ 

Grand-Maifon told me one day of an old quarrel: 
Times are altered, fays he ; now I tiay e y ou Under 
xny clutches. , ".. ■ 

Duraflier came one day drunk, and began tp 
make out a lift for execution. His oaths and. im- 
precations made us tremble ; I was on the fatal lift, 
and I know not how I have efcaped. . • . 
, My old fervant went to folicit for *nv renqoval, 
rcpre&nting me as dangeroufly ill. Perrocheau^ 
&id to ner, Let her die, you filly bitch, and then 
we fhall have her houfe, and you will fare better 
with us than with her. 

* Vq\. ii. Page 215. — Brejot, a witnefs, fays, There 
yrere fome women going to be Ihot; one of then* 
jiad a child of eleven months old at her breaft, 
which the aflaflins would have fhot with its mother, 
had not a foldier fnatched it from her arms. The 
babe was carried by a woman to Gourlay, a fur- 
geqn, who had the companion to take care ojf it. 

. Vol. ii. Page 217. — Fournies, a. witnefs, fays, 
that there were at one time, to his knowledge, 
ninety-fix priefts drowned in the Loire. Adds he, 
four of them got on board a Dutch floop lying in 
the river; but were retaken and drowned the next 
day. Foucault, in boafting of the fecond drown- 
ing of thefe priefts, lhowed, in the company where 
I was, a pair of fhoes he then wore, which he hacl 
taken from the feet of one of them. 

Vol. ii. Page 220. — Jane Lallics, a young wq«* 
man, confined on the general accufation of being 
an ariftocrat, informs the tribunal, that fhe was 
made cook in the prifon. One night, fays fhe, a 
number of the Company of Marat came to the pri-s 
fon. One Girardeau conduced the troop. Come, 
piy lads, fays he, I muft go a^d fee my birds ii\ 
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tile cape. Ducon, feeing fome of the prifoners 
weep, What the devil do you. howl for? fays he : we 
want provifions here, and we are going to fend you 
off to get us fome, that is all. 

Crefpin faid to me, in giving me feveral blow* 
with his naked fword* March, bitch, light us along i 
4 we are matters now : your turn will foon come, 
when there is no better game. 

Come, come, my little finging birds, faidfjolly; 
out <rf yournefts, and make up your packets, and 
above all do not forget your pocket-books ; that is 
the main point; no cheating the nation. Ducon 
faid afide to Duraffier, Are not they finely bit ? 
Finding they did not prepare themfelves quick 
enough, he adds, Come, come, time to drefs them, 
time to Ihoot them, time to knock their brains out— 
I think that is plenty of time for them. 

Duraffier kept bawling out, Quick, b — gers, 
march. To a lick man, who walked with a flick, 
he faid, You want no flick ; march like the reft, 
b — gers ; you fhall foon have a ftick with a devil 
to you. 

Ducon, as he went away, faid to the keeper, 
Good by for this time; we ihali come again foon 
to eafe you of the reft : I think we have a pretty 
fmart haul for once. — Thefe poor fouls were all 
drowned. 

FoL ii. Page 222. — Mrs. Pichot, living by the 
water-fide at Nantz, fays, that fhe faw the carpen- 
ters bufy conftru&ing the lighters for drowning the 
prifoners; and foon after, fays the witnefs* I faw 
brought to be drowned at the Crepufcule, a great 
number of women, many of whom had fucking 
children in their arms. They fcreamed and cried 
moft piteoufly. Oh ! faid they, muft we be put to 
death without being heard ? 

Several poor women of the neighbourhood ran 
and took a -child apiece, and fome two, from them. 

Upon 
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Upon this the poor creatures ihrieked and tore theif 
hair worfe than before. — Oh! my dear, my love* 
my darling babe ! am I never to fee your dear face 
again ? Heavens protect my poor dear little love ! 
—Such heart-piercing cries were furely never before 
beard ! yet thefe could not Ibften the hell-hounds 
that conducted them. 

Many of thefe women were far advanced with 
child. "* All were taken into the boats ; a part were 
immediately difpatched 9 and the reft put an board 
the Dutch floop till the next day. 

When the next day arrived, fays the witnefs, 
though we were all tcrror-ftruck, many had the 
courage to afk for a child apiece of thofe that were 
left alive : but the hard-hearted villain Fouquet 
fefufed, pretending his orders were changed ; and 
all that remained on board the floop were drowned. 

Vol. ii. Page 223. — The fame witnefs fays, One 
day I few feveral prifoners, brought from the Entre* 
fot, depofited in a lighter with a neck. They were 
fattened under hatches, where they were left for 
forty-eight hours. When the hatches were opened, 
there were fixty of them ftifled. Other prifoners 
that were now on board were obliged to take out 
the bodies. Robin flood on the deck, with his 
drawn fword in his hand, and fuperintended the 
work. This done, all the prifoners on board were 
Dripped naked, men, women, and children of all 
ages, from fourfcore to five ; their hands were tied 
behind them, and they were thrown into the river. 

Here the Judge, if we ought to call a fans-cu- 
lotte ruffian a Judge, afked the witnefs if this drown- 
ing was performed by day or by night. By open 
day, anfwers the witnefs. She adds, I obferved 
that the drowners became very familiar with the 
prettieft of the women ; and fome few of them were 
faved, if it can be called faving, to endure the more 
than infernal embraces of thefe monfters. 

Vol. 
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Pol. ii. Page 227. — Delamarre informs the tri- 
bunal, that there was a heap formed of the bodk* 
of the women who had been fhot, and that the 
foldiers, laughing, called this horrible fpe6tacle tfec 
mountain, alluding to the Mountain of the National 
Convention, 

Vol. ii. Page 23 k — Foucault having faid one day 
to Bacheli^r, that he had two cargoes to difpaftcii 
that night, Bachelier flings his arms round him 
neck, faying, You are a brave fellow, the befl: revo- 
lutionift I know among them all. 

This fame Foucault fired at his father with a pif- 
tol ; and was looked upon as the inventor of the 
plugged lighters for drowning the prifoners. 

Delajfal, who .appears to have been an officer 
of police, tells the tribunal, that one day he had 
taken up a woman of bad fame, who lived with 
Lambertye, one of the chief drowners. He came 
to my houfe, fays the witnefs, in a rage, abufed my 
wife, and cafting a ferocious look at my children* 
Poor little b — gers, fays he, I pity you ; to-morrow 
you will be fatherlefs. 

Pbl. ii. Page 252. — Coron, one of the Company 
of Marat, informs the tribunal, that he had fevea 
thoufand five hundred perfons ihot at the Gigan, 
and four thoufand he had aflifted to drown. 

Vol. ii. Page 254. — Sophy Bretonville, a wRnefi^ 
attefts, that rerrocheaux came feveral times to hor 
father's, under pretence of fpeaking to her mother 
about the releafe of her hufband ; but that his read 
bufinefs was to make indecent offers to herfelf. la 
ihort, fays the witnefs, he made me an offer to re- 
leafe my father, if I would fatisfy his luftful defires? 
but, as I refufed, Very well, faid heat laft, I £hali 
go and do his bufinefs for him in an inftant. 

Vol. ii. Page 258.— A houfe was wanted f^r feme 
purpofe by the Committee. Chaux was told that 
there was one in the neighbourhood ; but that it 

wat 
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wds occupied by the owner. A pretty ftory, fays 
he; in with the b — ger into prifon, and he will be 
glad to purchafe his life at the expenfe of his houfe. 

When the horrible fituation of the prifoners was 
jeprcfcntcd to the Committee, Goulin and Chaux 
replied, So much the better; let them die, it will 
be fo much clear gain to the nation. 

Vol. ii. Page 284. •—*/#/*£ Lavigne informs the 
tribunal, that one night Carrier came with Phillippe 
to fup at her houle. They were talking, fays the 
witnefs, of the meafures to be purfucd. You- are a 
parcel of whining b — gers of judges, (aid Carrier : 
you want proofs to guillotine a man ; into the river 
with the b — gers, fays the Reprefentative of the Peo- 
ple, into the river with them ; that is the fhorteft way. 

Vol. iii. Page 12. — -Afary Herau informs the tri- 
bunal, that fhe got admittance one day into a pri- 
fon where there were a grefit many women con- 
fined ; feverai hundreds. I faw one amongft them, 
adds the witnefs, that was taken in labour : the was 
crawling with vermin ; her lips were blue ; death 
had already feized her. To bear the flench of this 
infe&ed abode, I was obliged to have the fmelling- 
bottle continually at m\r note. 

In confequence of the permiffion granted me to 
choofe a child out of this priibn, I went to a room 
where there were three hundred, or thereabouts, 
all of whom appeared dying or dead. 1 flopped at 
the door (for the (link was fuch that I durft advance 
no further), and called the children to me. Some 
of the little innocents raifed their hands, and others 
their heads : but only fix were able to get to me. 1 took 
one of them, and was alfo allowed to take a poor 
woman, whofe fituation and piteous moans moved 
me to the foul. I gave them an afylum at my 
houfe till the iflbing of the inhuman decree, which 
obliged me to- return them into the clutches of the 
tiger. When this decree came out, I applied to 
the wife of Gallon, one of the Committee, begging 

her 
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her to intercede with her hufband fcr Ihe preferva* 
tion of the woman and child I had taken: I will do 
no fuch thing, faid fhe; and if you will be advifed 
by a friend, you will not trouble your head about 
them. They Were te-imprifoned, and I never heard 
of them more. 

Vol. iii. Page 14. — Mrs. Laillet informs the tribu- 
nal, that fix young ladies, of the name of Lame- 
terye, were tent to the Bouffay. Carrier, fays fhe, 
fent an order to put them inftantly to death. The 
keeper of the prifon commiflioned me to communi- 
cate to them the fatal tidings. I called them into a 
room apart, and told them that the Reprefentative 
bf the People had ordered their execution. 

The youngeft of them gave me this ring (here 
flie fliowed the ring) : they threw themfelves on their 
knees, and called on the name of Jefus Chrift. 
Prom this pofture the ruffians roufed^ to conduct 
them to the place of death. They were executed, 
without ever being tried. While they wer$ difpatch- 
ing, twenty -feven men awaited the fatal ftroke at 
Ihe Foot of the guillotine. 

It is laid, to the honour of the executioner, that 
his remorfe for having executed thefe young ladies 
\vas fo great, that he died in a few days after- 
Wards. 

I atteft, adds this witnefs, that I have feen num- 
Ibers of naked bodies of women lying by the iide 
of the Loire, thrown up by the tide. I have feen 
heaps of human bodies gnawed, and partly devoured 
by the dogs and birds of prey ; which lattet were 
continually hovering over the city, and particularly 
# iieair the water-fide. I have feen numbers of car- 
tafles in the bottoms of the lighters, partly covered 
with watei*. 

Vol. iii. Page 23. — Renaudot informs the tribu- 
hat, that he faw a number of men condu&ed to 
the meadow called the Mauves, and ihot. Some 

vol* iii* k of 
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of them who were not killed by the fufils, fays the 
witnefs, were difpatched with the fabre. A can- 
noneer, named Jacob, came up to me, and faid 
that it was he who had finifhed thofe who efcaped 
the balls. Their necks, fays this butcher, were 
juft the thing to try my new fabre. • 

Vol. iii. Page 24. — I accufe, fays the fame wit- 
nefs, the Committee, of the murder of three nuns 
with my children's maid. They were conduced 
by Jolly to the Committee to take the oath of apof- 
tacy. Shoot no more, drown no more, faid the 
nuns, and we will even take this horrid oath. This 
amounted to a refufal, and the confequences are too 
well known. 

Vol. iii. Page 25. — Captain Leroux attefls, that 
the murder of the ninety priefts was a mod wanton 
a& of cruelty, contrary to the profeffions of the 
Committee itfelf ; for that they were only to be fent, 
it was faid, into perpetual exile. He lays he was 
ordered before the Committee, and threatened with 
imprifonment for having permitted two of them to 
get on board his veflel. 

Captain Boullet, one day, in weighing his anchor, 
faw four or five dead bodies raifed by the cable; 
and adds, that there were one hundred and thirty 
women confined at Mirabeau, who difappeared 
all at once. 

Vol. iii. Page 27. — Foucault, one 6( the a ecu fed, 
being alked by the Judge, what was become of the 
pillage of the priefts (for, as I have already obferved, 
this teemed to be the chief objedl of the trial), Fou- 
cault replied, that, having confulted Carrier on thfi 
fubjeft, he anfvvcred, B — ger ! who (hould h^ve it 
but thofe that' did the work ? Foucault .declares, 
that the effects of the priefts were lodged on board 
the covered lighter, whence the priefts had been 
precipitated into the water; and on board of which 
Lambertye, the chief in this expedition, gave a great 

dinner 
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iilnner the next day, cofting forty thoufand livres. 
From other witnefles, it appears that Carrier affifted 
atthisrepaft, and that he even propofed dining on 
the fcaffold of the guillotine. 

The following traits are well calculated to fhow 
what fort of treatment a people mu& ever expedl 
ifrom the hands of bafe-born villains, when they 
are fuffered to feize the reins of power. 

Vol. iii. Page 11. — I had a, fon and daughter, 
lays a witnefs named Pufterle\ Goulin had pro- 
pofed a marriage between his fon and my daughter, 
and Goulin another between his daughter and my 
fon. Neither had my cbnfent; and to avenge 
themfelves, vvhen they were in the Committee, they 
"feized my wife and daughter, and all day mod va- 
luable property. The former were dragged to a 
loathfome prifon ; the latter I have never fince feen 
or heard of. 

Vol. iii. 'Page 17.— A friend of Goulin had, as 
he pretended, been brought to puniftiment by the 
family of the two young Toinettes. When they 
were brought before the Committee, he told them 
of this. But; faid they, it could not be us. Gou- 
lin, like the wolf in the fable, cried out, If it was 
not you, it was your father. The two Toinettes 
were executed. 

Vol. iii. Page 33. — My fon-in-law, fays a wit-; 
riefs, named Valle, had been confined for no other 
fpecified crime than that of being a welUdrejfed 
titan (mufcadin). I went to Carrier and to the Com- 
mittee to folicit his releafe, before the order was if- 
fued forbidding all folicitations. There feemed to 
be fome hopes of fucceeding; but Chaux oppofed 
my requeft, and he alone. It was he who had or- 
dered him to be imprifoned, to b6 revenged on us, 
becaufe we refufed tp fell him a quantity of flarch 
that he had a mind to. 

Vol. iii. Page 38. — I was at a drowning, fays 
K % Tabouret^ 
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Tabouret j On board a lighter conducted by Affil& 
Gome on, my lads, faid he, to the ifland of Topfy~ 
turvy. Before we got out to the finking-place, I 
heard the prifoners make the moft terrible lamenta- 
tions. Save us ! oh ! fave us ! cried they ; there is 
yet time ! Oh ! pray, pray, fave us ! Some of their 
hands were untied, and they run them through the 
railing, crying, Mercy ! mercy ! It was then that 
I law the villain Grand-Maifon chop off their 
hands and arms with his fabre. Ten minutes after, 
I heard the carpenters, placed in the little boats, 
hammering at the fides of the lighter; and, diredlly, 
down it went to the bottom. 

Vol. iii. Page 90. — Trappe. When the fifty-five 
priefts were drowned, I went to Carrier to alk him 
what Ihould be done with their money, gold, and 
filver fnuff-boxes, rings, &c. Leave them nothing* 
fays he. Embark thefe b — gers, and let me hear 
no more of them, fays the Reprefentative of the 
People. 

Thefe priefts, fays the witnefs, had a great num- 
ber of valuable jewels, which were all delivered to 
Richard. Carrier, upon hearing that the expedi-; 
tion was over, fcemed angry ; Blaft it, fays be, 1 in- 
tended to referve that job for Lambertye. 

The widow Dumey corroborates the evidence of 
Trappe, and adds, After the priefts were drowned, 
Lambertye came to me, and pointing his fabre to 
my brcaft, Bitch, fays he, you fliall give me an ac- 
count of the fpoils of thole priefts. — 1 atteft, fays 
this witnefs, that Lambertye and Fouquet were the 
favourites of the Reprefentative of the People. 

Vol. iii. Page 43. — Naudiller. I was one day at 
Carrier's with Lambertye and fcveral others. Car- 
rier, in pointing to the river, faid, We have already 
ducked two thoufand eight hundred of them there. 
One of the ftrangers diking what he meant, Yes* 

fay* 
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fays Carrier, two thoufand eight hundred in the na- 
tional bath. 

J myfelf faw, fays the witnefe, while I was at 
Nantz, which was not long, five hundred men, and 
two hundred and fifty women, all tied, conducted 
td the Loire by Lambertye and Fouquet. 

Vol. iii. Page 50. — One time, fays Affile (he 
was one of the drowners), Fouquet ordered me to 
go to Marie, to befpeak the two lighters that were 
wanted for the night, and to engage fome carpen- 
ters. This done, I went and got the cords and the 
ftaples to faften the prifoners at the bottom of the 
lighter. About nine o'clock, nearly five hundred 
were put on board, Thefe were pillaged and Grip- 
ped in the lighter, and Fouquet fwore, if I did not 
obey his requiiitions, which were always made in 
the name of the law, he would drown me with the 
refl . 

Four little boats, continues Affile, attended each 
lighter. When the plugs were pulled out, the pri- 
foners cried, Mercy ! There were fome on the half- 
deck with their hands tied only ; and thefe, when 
they faw the lighter finking, cried, Let us jump into 
their boats, and drown them with ourfelves. But all 
that attempted it were hacked down with fabres. 

When the expedition was completed, we went to 
Thomas's hotel, where the effects of the prifoners 
had been carried ; hence we went to Secher's, where 
we divided the fpoil. 

The prifoners on their trial, having denied here, 

" that they had given orders for the drownings, feveral 

of their orders were produced and read. It may not 

beamifsto infert two or three of them. They will 

give the reader a perfeft idea of the murderers' fiyle. 

In the name of the Republic. The Revolutionary 
Committee authorize Citizen Affile, juiaior, to require 
the number of carpenters that he may find neceifary 
for the execution of the expedition he is charged 

k 3 with 



134 BLOODY BUOY. 

with. This Citizen is required to ufe all the dtf- 
patch in his power, and to give generous wages to the 
workmen, provided they work with all the z^/^nd 
activity that the public fervice requires. 

(Signed) Goulin, 

Bachelier/ 
and others. 
In the name of the Republic. The Revolutionary 
Committee authorize Citizen Golas to take as many 
lighters and fmali boats as he (hall judge neceffary 
for the execution of the bufinefs that the Committee 
has intrufted to his zealous care. 

(Signed) Naud, 

Bolognie, 
Goulin, 
and others. 
In the name of the Republic. Citizen Affile, junior^ 
is required to pay attention to, and fee executed, the 
order given to Citizen Golas : and ^11 watermen and 
Others are required to aid and ajjift in the public fervice, 
and to obey the requifition of Citizen Affile, undec 
pain of being declared bad citizens and fufpeded per- 
Jons. 

(Signed) Grand-Maison, 

Naud, 

and others. 
Vol. iii. Page 63. — Bourdin, a witnefs, gives an 
account of feveral fhootings. The laft that I faw, 
adds he, was of eighty women. They were firft 
fhot, then ftripped, and left expofed on the fpot 
during three days. 

I carried a young lad off from the Entrepot. He 
was thirteen years of age. When the Revolutionary 
Committee ordered all the children, thus prefervec^- 
to be given up, Jolly, who faid he was the judge 
pf all the prifoners, permitted me to keep this boy ; 
but my neighbour Aignes, who could not obtain a 
|jke favour, gave up a lad of fourteen years of age, 

agreeably 
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agreeably to the order of the Committee, and the 
next day we faw him (hot. 

When the fhooting en maffe firft began, the pri- 
soners were fuffered to retain their clothes till they 
were dead. As they were conducted to the place of 
execution, and even after they arrived on the fpot, 
the old clothes dealers were feen bargaining with the 
ibldiers for their clothes. The poor unfortunate crea- 
tures had the mortifiqation to fee their own townf- 
men and women buying the poor remains of their 
fortunes on their backs ; and the inftant they fell, 
the monfters rufhed in, tearing the new-acquired 
property from their bodies, yet flruggling in the 
pangs of death. But the revolutionary butchers 
found that this was but an unproda&ive fale : the 
clothes being fhot through, funk their value ; and this 
circumflance determined them to flrip the prifoners 
naked before execution. 

Vol. iii. Page 66. — Lambert, another witnefs, in- 
forms the tribunal, that he has feen the banks of the 
Loire covered with dead bodies ; among which were 
feveral of old men, little children of both fexes, and 
an infinite number of women, all naked. One of the 
women, that I faw at one time, had an infant locked 
in her arms. She had been drowned at the Crepu- 
fcule the day before with about two hundred more. 

Vol. iii. Page 96. — A witnefs depofes that (he, faw 
Lebrun, one of the Company of Marat, jump and 
dance upon the dead body of a child. 

Vol. iii. Page 99. — Lamarie. I was one morning 
?1 breakfaft with Crucy, Leveque, and Perrocheaux, 
when the latter told me, they were juft going to take 
a young girl out of prifon to put her in keeping for 
their own ufe. 

I was one day, fays the witnefs, at the Commit- 
tee, to afk the releafe of fome children, and I could 
not help being Ihocked at the jocular manner in 
Whicl} they proceeded and talked. Chaux faid to 
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me, Here we are, you fee, up to our eyes among 
the dead bodies and pretty girls. 

The criminals being afked what they had to fay 
concerning their having iflued certain cruel decrees, 
anfwered, that they were fathers of families^ and that 
if they had difobeyed Carrier, they feared he might 
not only deftroy them, but their wives and children 
alfo. 

Now, then, let us fee how thefe affectionate, ten* 
der-hearted fathers of families behaved towards the 
wives and children of others. 

Vol. iii. Page 67. — As they had denied having 
iflued the cruel orders for imprifoning the children, 
the following decrees were produced. 

The Revolutionary Committee orders the benevo- 
lent commiifaries of the 17th feflion, as well as all 
others who have prifoners in their houfes of deten- 
tion, to deliver to nobody any child whatever, ex- 
cept it may be to the officers of the ihips of the Re- 
public, and even they are to take none under feven- 
teen years of age. 

(Signedj) Goulik, 

and others. 

The citizen keeper of the Entrepot is ordered to 
give in a lift of all thofe, who, in obedience to the 
prder of the Committee, have delivered up the chil- 
dren they had taken from the prifon. 

(Signed) Chaux, 

and others, 

Citfzen Dumey is ordered to give in a lift of a\\ 
the perfons, with the flreets and numbers of the 
houfes where they live, who have taken away any of 
the prifoners. He will be particular in the dwelling 
of the women, who, in fpite of the decrees of the 
Committee, have had the infamy to take away feven 
young girls of fifteen or fixteen years of age. 

(Signed) Grand-Maison, 

and others. 
£ Whea 
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When the blood-thirfty villains had thus colleSed 
fill the unhappy prifoners together, they iflued the 
following order. 

In the name of the Revolutionary Committee bfNantz. 
The commandant of the troops is required to furniftt 
three hundred regulars. One half of this detach- 
ment will march to the Bouffay, and taking the 
prifoners thence, will condudt them, bound two and 
two, to the priibn of the Eperonniere. The other 
divifion will go to Saintes-Caires, and conduct the 
prifoners from thence to the Eperonniere. Then all 
thefe prifoners, together with thofe confined in the 
prifon of the Eperonniere, are to be taken and (hot, 
without diftinflion of age or fex, in the manner that 
the commanding officer of the detachment may judge 
moll convenient. 

(Signed) Grand-Maison^ 

Goulin, 

MlNGUET, 

and others. 

In this place, it may not bp amifs to let the reader 
hear what thefe montters had to fay in their de- 
fence. 

Vol. iii. Page 35. — Goulin. They keep telling 
us of our terrific meafures : I maintain that we made 
nobody tremble but the mifers, the rick, the hoarders 
efprovifions, the fanatics, and the arijlocrals ; but as 
for the true fans-culottes, they had nothing to fear. 

Bachelier (Vol. iii. Page 31), All the rick were 
Jufpe&ed ferfons. We were obliged to ftrike, not 
only them who did 9 but them who could do harm. 
However, very, few patriots were facrificed; we 
aimed principally at the former nobility and clergy ; 
at thofe who hoarded up provifions, and all fuch as 
poffeffed great riches. The true and real fans-cu- 
lottes were fpared. 

Vol. iii. Page 99 — One day, fays a witnefs, I 
pegged Bachelier tahave mercy pn the little children, 

I pleaded 
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I pleaded their innocence, and reprefented their in- 
fancy, and the injuftice of punifhing them for the 
faults of their parents. Bachelier anfwered coolly, 
If I did not know you, I fhould take you for an aris- 
tocrat. You do not perceive then, that thefe chil- 
dren have fucked ariltocratic milk; that the blood 
that runs in their veins is impure, and incapable of 
|>eing changed into republican blood ? I compare 
them, added he, to an oil-barrel, which, in fpile of 
all the waihing and fcrubbing you can give it, will for 
ever retain its ftink. It is juft fo with thefe children. 
They will always retain an attachment to the kings 
and pricfls of their fathers. 

Vol. iii. Page io^-r-Bachelier anfvvers to this. 
With refpe&, lays he, to the children of the arifto- 
crats, 1 own that I laid, they were hard to be made 
good republicans ; and that it was much to be feared 
that the children of fanatics would one day referable 
their parents. Renard, mayor of Nantz, who is 
known for a found patriot and a humane man, faidon 
this fubjeel, that the cats eat theyoungrats, and that 
they were in the right of it ; for it was the only way 
of deftroying the breed. I am perfuaded, adds Ba-> 
chelicr, that no true republican will blame me for 
laying and thinking like Renard, who was a moft ex-» 
cellent patriot. 

There was, it feems, another reafon for murdering 
the ariftocrats ; for when the propofal was made foF 
killing them en majft, Robin faid (vol. iii. page 85), 
The patriots are in want of bread; it is juft that thofe 
fcoundrels fhould perifh, and not eat up our viftuafsi 
from us. Kerman oppofed this ; but Robin exclaim* 
ed, None of your moderate proportions here. I fay^ 
they are a parcel of ariftocrats that wifh to overturn* 
the republic, therefore let them die. 

Vol. iii. Page 106. — Crefpn, one ,of the Com- 
pany of Marat, informs the tribunal, that he was at 
a drowning on board the lighter, where the prifon- 
■ ' ' • ' W 
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crs were fattened down under boards, nailed from 
fide to fide. They uttered, fays he, themoft piteous 
cries. Some of them put their hand's folded in a 
fupplicating pofture through the openings between 
the boards ; and I faw the members of the Com- 
mittee chop off thofe hands and fingers. One of 
them plunged his fabre down in among the prifoners, 
and we heard a man cry out, Oh ! the rafcal ! he has 
ftabbed me ! Our ears, adds the witnefs, were now 
ftunned with the cry of, Oh ! you rafcally brutal 
favages ! this is the mercy, this is the humanity of 
republicans ! 

One day, continues this witnefs, he faw Carrier 
in a coach at the foot of the guillotine, enjoying the 
(pe&acle, while about twenty perfons were beheaded. 
Naud was with me, who went up to Carrier with 
me, and afked him, if he did not want a Marat* 
Yes, b — ger, fays Carrier. 1 am your man, then, 
faid Naud. 

The new Marat was difpatched to call the Judges 
to the Reprefentative of the People ; and when Phi- 
Jippes ventured to tell him, that, among thofe whom 
he had ordered to the guillotine from the Bouffay, 
there were two children of fourteen years of age, and 
two others of thirteen, Carrier fell into a violent 
paffion : Damned b — gers, fays he, in what country 
pm I got ? All milk-hearted rafcals alike ! 

The following traits will prove that a ferocious 
cruelty h^d taken pofleflion of the hearts of the 
young as well as the old. 

Vol. iii. Page 65. — Lattoue, fays Naud, offered 

- himfelf as an exprefs to fetch back the one hundred 

and thirty-two perfons that were fent off to Paris. 

This he faid he would do for the pleafure of feping 

(hem drowned. 

This Lalloue, continues the witnefs, was a Judge, 
and the companion of the Reprefentative of the Peo- 
ple, although hut nineteen years of age. He had 

been 
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been convidlcd of theft 9 and boaftcd of being one 
of the murderers of the prifoners at Paris, in the 
month of September, 1792, Ah ! fays he, one day, 
to one of his companions on the bench, you fhould 
have feen us at Paris in the month of September, 
There you would have learned how to knock them 
off. 

Vol. iii. Page in. — Lecocq. I faw feveral menr 
and women chopped down on board a Dutch (loop 
that lay in the river. I faw a young lad affifting to 
drown the prifoners at the laft drowning; particu- 
larly one whom he unmercifully feized by the leg, 
dragged to the iide of the lighter, and kicked over- 
board. 

Vol. iii. Page 126. — Laillet informs the tribunal, 
that the faw a lad of about feventeen or eighteen 
years of age hew down twd prifoners, and hack 
them with his fibre, at the prifon of the Bouffay. 
They were afterwards, adds the witnefs, dragged to 
the water-fide. 

Vol. iii. Page 111. — Fontbomie informs the tribu- 
nal, that, at therequcft of Delille, he went to the 
Entrepot to endeavour to fave an innocent and ami- 
able family of females, the youngeft of which was 
about thirteen years of age. Delille went with me. 
When' we came to the prifon, we were condu6te4 
to a horrid ftinking hole under a fiaircafe. We 
alked for a candle, and after fome time we got into 
this fort of dungeon. Here we found the mother 
and four daughters lying clofe to each other upon 
fome wet and filthy firaw ; and round about them 
there were feveral dead women. The youngeft daugh- 
ter, whom alone we had obtained permiflion to 
take, was covered up in her mother's gown to keep 
her warm* — When we told the poor mother our er- 
rand ; No, faid the, my child fhall flay and die with 
myfelf; we have lived, and we will die together, 
We thought purfelves juftified, adds thq witnefs, ir> 

ufing 
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Ufing force. When the mother perceived our refo- 
lution, flie uttered fuch dreadful lamentations as are 
impoffible to be defcribed. My child ! oh ! my dear, 
darling child ! were the laft words her daughter ever 
heard from her. The child never recovered the 
flroke ; fhe pined away about eight months, and 
then died. 

Vol. iii. Page 113. — The fame witnefs fays, I faw 
a number of perfons conducted from the Place of 
Equality, to be fhot at the Mauves. There were 
women and children of all ages amongft them. My 
heart could not fupport this fpedtacte ; I ran home, 
Middled my horfe, and rode to the place of execution. 
When I arrived, the poor creatures were all on their 
knees, and the foldiers were preparing to fire, I 
julhed through them, and had the good fortune to 
fave eight of the children, the oldeft of which was 
twelve years of age ; the reft were ftiot, with their 
fathers and mothers. 

Vol. iii. Page 1 14. — Laurency informs the tribunal, 
that he faw, at one time, three hundred men con- 
duced to the water. They were all naked, and 
had their hands tied behind them. I faw too, adds 
the witnefs, feveral women and girls murdered on 
board a barge in the river ; two of whom, aged 
about eighteen years, I faw a young lad behead 
with his fabre, while he fung the Carmagnole. 

Vol. iii. Page 119. — Saudrac. At a great dinner, 
to which Lambertye, the chief murderer, invited 
Carrier, I was a witnefs of a moft fcandalous fcene. 
After the repaft was over, and while the glafs went 
round, Lambertye entertained us with a long and 
full account of a drowning he had performed the 
night before, and boafted of the manner in which 
he fabred the poor wretches that attempted to efcape. 
All the convives, adds the witnefs, honoured his 
valour with long and repeated burfts of applaufe. 

Carrier 
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Carrier toafted the national bath. This nionftei? 
talked of nothing but death and the guillotind. 

Another witnefs fays (vol. iii. page 123), I faW 
Carrier, with his drawn fword in his hand, threat- 
ening to guillotine the firft perfon who fliould dard 
to fhow the lead pity for the prifoners that were 
conduced to execution. 

And another (vol. ii.) fays, Carrier camfe one 
day to look at the lighters that were conftru6ting 
for the drownings, and turning to Foucault, Charm- 
ingly commodious indeed ! fays he. Do you hear? 
added he ; pay thcfe lads well for their labour. 

Vol. iii. Page 126. — An old man appeared at tfie 
bar. I atteft, fays he, that 1 was ill-treated by the 
Revolutionary Committee, becaufe I requefted the 
releafe of a young girl who was entirely innocent! 
The Committee told me that I had no bufinefs to 
meddle with any fiich people. My nephew and m^ 
ibn-in-law were ihot for no crime whatever; and* 
adds the old man, I had the grief to fee my owri 
children dragged from my houfe to the fatal lighters* 
One of them who made an attempt to efcape front 
the hands of his barbarous executioners, was caught 
and fhot. 

I dare fay the reader is ready to weep for this pdotf 
diftrefled father : but let him referve his tears fotf 
more worthy ohje&s. This old man was a mur- 
derer like the reit, and his own family had fallen 
into the pit he had dug for another. Yes, reader 1 , 
this gray-headed, ferocious old tiger, who complains 
of the cruelties of others, ends his evidence by ac- 
cufing Carrier, even Carrier, of having fhown an 
aft of mercy ! — I accufe him (fays the hoary af- 
faflin, page 26) of being no patriot, fince he did not 
execute the wife of Temploire, whom I informed 
againft as an emigrant. 

VoL \v. Page 148. — Juget, a Judge at Nantz, 
regds, from the regifter of his tribunal, an order of 

Carrier 
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Carrier to fend thirty-fix men, twenty women, and 
four children, to be ftiot, without being heard or 
tried. This was accordingly done. 

VoL iv. Page 148. — Poupon depofes, that he was 
witnefs of a drowning, when the Company of Marat 
went and dragged fick perfons from the hofpital, ia 
order to make up a lighter-full. Some of thefe per- 
fons, adds the witnefs, could fcarccly crawl along, 
and I faw thefe murderers beat them moil: cruelly 
with great flicks, crying, Along with you, b — gersl 
march ! march ! we will give you ivvect air enough 
now. Others they dragged along by the hair of the 
head, till they got them on board the lighter. AH 
this time, fays the witnefs, the conductors of the 
expedition kept hallooing out, Come, come, my 
' lads, be quick ! along with the b — gcrs ! the tide 
falls apace : there is no time to be loih 

VbLiv. Page 151. — Seginel, one of the Company 
of Marat, informs the tribunal, that Goulin and 
Chaux conducted fome of the Company, one day, 
to the hourly of Carrier. When we came, fays this 
under-cut-throat, into the prefence of the Rcprefenta- 
tive of the People, our condu&ors told him we were 
good lads, citizens on whom he might rely. So 
much the better, fays Carrier, a5ding, Depend on it, 
my boys, if you do your duty like good b — gers., 
the Republic, which is never ungrateful, will pay 
you well. 

While we were there, fays the witnefs, Lambertye 
came, and went into another room with Carrier. 
Goulin alked Grand-Maifon who that man was- 
He is a fecond Marat, replied the latter, and is now, 
without doubt, receiving orders to communicate 
to us. 

Marat. — The name of Marat has been fo often 
mentioned, it may not be improper, or out of place, 
to give the reader here fome account of that famous, 
or rather infamous cutthroat. 

2 Before 
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Before the revolution, he was an obfcure btg^ 
garly fellow, that was daily liable to be brought be* 
fore the Officer of Police, to give an account of thi 
manner in which he got his bread. But, when this 
grand event took place, when murderers were wanted 
in every quarter of the country, he began to cut a 
figure on the fecne. He published a gazette, in 
which he inculcated the neceffity of lopping off the 
heads of thoufands at a time, and of watering, as 
he called it, the tree of liberty with the blood of the 
ariftocrais, as the only means of rendering it fruitful, 

Thefe, and iuch-like fentiments, recommended 
him to the notice of his countrymen ; he obtained 
their confidence, and was one of the organizers (to 
ufe a French term) of the mafiacrcs of tjie 2d and 
3d of September, 1792, of which I have fpoken in 
the firit chapter of this work. On this occafion he 
was an actor alfo, and is faid to have cut above 
fifty throats with his own hands. ' 

It would have been fomething unjufi if a mart 
like this had been forgotten when the Convention 
was to aflemblc : he was not. The people of Paris, 
who had been eye-witnefles of his merit, chofe hint 
for one of their reprefentatives ; and he was faithful 
in the execution of his truft ; for he never talked 
about any thing but of throats to cut, ftabbing, and 
guillotining. 

His career, however, was but fhort. Hig own 
neck was not made of iron : a defperate womail, 
who had adopted his principles, rufhed into his 
apartment, and delivered the world of one of the 
grcateft monflers that ever diihonoured it. 

There was fomething horrible in the look of this 
■villain. He was very fhort arid thick, had a black 
beard afcending nearly to the extreme corners of 
his eyes. This beard was ufually long, and his 
hair fhort, (licking up like briftles. He had ever 
been dirty, and it may be imagined that thefafhions 

of 
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t>f a. revolution, which has made it a crime to be 
well dreffed, had not improved his appearance ; in 
fliort, he was, at the very beft* a mofl. difguiting 
mortal, and, therefore, when he came but-of the 
prifon of La Force, all covered, with filth ancf gore, 
wielding a piftol in one hand, and a dagger in the 
other, no wonder that even the fanguinary mob ran 
back for fear. 

Charlotte Cordee. — As I have entered on a di- 
greffion, I will continue it a little longer, to give 
the reader &n account of the execution of Charlotte 
Cordee, the young woman that murdered Marat. 

She was not what is commonly called an arifto- 
trat ; but a patriot of another fadtion than Marat. 
She was, as it is faid, employed by the party of 
Briffot, who, from the accomplifhjnents of Marat, 
Were afraid that he would totally engrofe the favour 
and affe&ions of the people. Poor Charlotte re- 
ceived her reward on the fcaffold ; and a very juft 
toward too ; but thers is lbmething fo fhocking in 
the behaviour of her executioner, that it ought not 
to be omitted in a collection of this kind. 

She was a beautiful young woman, extremely 
fehr, and, in any other country, would have brought 
tears of compaifion' from the fpecStators. The exe- 
cutioner, after having cut off her head, feized it by , 
the fine long hair, and, holding it up by one hand,: 
the brutal ruffian gave her a flap in the face with 
the other. The bitch blufhes, cried he, at any 
rate. This trait of hangman wit excited the favaga 
tnirth of the populace *. 

We muft now return to Nantz, where we (hall 
-find the Revolutionary Committee employed in 
writing to their friends at Paris* 



* It is fomething very remarkable, that her face, fevered from 
the body, fhould blufh ; but it is a real fad, as appears from an 
eflay lately republifhed at Philadelphia, in Gatreau's Gazette. 

vol, in* l Before 
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Before they began to drown and flioot by hun- 
dreds, they had feized on the perfons of one hun- 
dred and thirty-two of the moft opulent men in the 
city, and fent them off to Paris to be tried as fuf- 
pe6led perfons. It appears, from the whole courfe 
of the evidence on this head, that the detachment 
of patriots who conduced them, were, if any pre- 
tence could be found, to murder them all by the 
way. This, however, did not happen. The pri- 
foners arrived iafe at Paris, and the Committee 
were obliged to have recourfe to other means to 
prevent their return. The one that they adopted 
was, to enfure their guillotining at Paris ; and, for 
this purpofe, they wrote to the Revolutionary Com- 
mittee of the fedtion of >Lepelleticr. Their letter is, 
and I hope it ever will be, a curiofity in this coun- 
try. I ihall give it a literal tranflation, that the 
reader may be able to do juftice to the memory of 
the writers. 

Vol. iv. Page 179. — Nantz, this $th of Pluviofe. 
.Liberty, Equality, or Death. Citizens, The people 
of Nantz, whom we have fent to Paris, are big vil- 
lains, all marked with the feal of reprobation, and 
known for counter-revolutionifts. We are collect- 
ing proofs againfi them, which we (hall fend, when 
th« bundle is made up, to thje revolutionary judges. 
In the mean time, we denounce to you Julienne, 
Who has officioujly taken upon him the defence of 
thefe uncivic vermin. 

Vol. iv. Page 280. — Erom the moment the Re- 
volutionary Committee was inflalled, fays Bbret, 
the imprilbnments began ; and they augmented 
daily. They were all di&ated by animoiity, hatred, 
or avarice. To fuch a degree did terror prevail, 
that every man trembled for his life. 

For my part, fays the vvitnefs, myrefolution was 
fhaken. 1 always went with two loaded piflols in 
x my pockets : one for the villain that fhould offer to 

feize 
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feizeme, and the other for myfelf. Cruel expecta- 
tion for a igan who had a fmall helplefs family ! 
But I had feen fix hundred men at one time plunged 
into the water, and had been a witnefs of fhootings 
amounting to three thoufand fix hundred perfons at 
thfe Gigan : after this, what could any man hope 
for? 

There is reafon to believe that Carrier meant to 
murder the whole city ; for, before his journey to 
Paris, he told one of the women whom he kept, 
and whofe hujband he had put to death, that he would 
make Nantz remember the name of Carrier : Do not 
fear, my dear, faid he ; all my friends fhall follow 
me; but as for the city, it fhall be deftroyed. 
{Page 21 9.) 

I was one day, adds the fame witnefs, fent by 
Bowin to fee fome bodies buried, that were left on 
the public fquare. There were upwards of thirty 
women, all naked, and expoled with the mpft hor- 
rible indecency. 

Vol. iv. Page 206. — Fontaine. I went one day 
to a prifon where a great many women and children 
were confined. My bufinefs was to deliver provi- 
fions to thefe people ; but I found neither fire, 
Jights, nor any thing eife. I called for a candle, in 
order to enter this abode of horror. The prifoners 
were lying here and there on the bare boards, 
though it was extremely cold. 

In a fecoud vifit that I made here^ I found the 
poor unhappy creatures in a worfe fituation than be- 
fore. I faw a woman lying dead* and a fucking 
child, at a little diftance from her, wallowing about 
in the filth ; its little &ce was abfoiutely covered , 
with ordure. I gave the keeper ten livres to take 
care of this helplefs infant, till I could find a nurfe ; 
but when I came for it, it was gone ; and Dumey 
told me, that the Englifli prifoners had taken the 
$hHd, with a promife to do well by it. 

l a It 
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It feems, from the evidence of feveral witnefTes, 
that, while thefe villains were butchering or 
flifling their own countrymen, they took care to 
treat foreign prifoners with fome fort of humanity. 
This diftindiion fully proves, that they a&ed by au- 
thority of the Convention. But we fhall fee this fo 
inconteftably proved by and by, that the remark is 
liardly neceflary here* 

Vol. iv. Page 210. — I faw, fays the fame witnefs, 
a man, named Qorgo, come and aik for a little boy, 
that he faid he had obtained permiflion to take. The 
child was found behind a bundle of fluff, where he 
had run to hide upon hearing voices. Gorgo 
brought him to the doorway, and made him dance 
andjing. 

I have fele<Sie4 this laft faft to fhow to what £ 
pitch of obduracy, of unfeeling indifference, thefe 
people were arrived, A thoufand volumes could 
not paint their familiarity with fcenes of horror fo 
well as this trifling circumftance of making a child 
dance and fing, at the entrance of a cavern of de- 
fpair, a human flaughter-houfe, where perhaps his 
own parents were at that moment groaning their 
laft. 

Vol. iv. Page a 10. — Chaux, one of the criminals, 
infdrms the tribunal, that he was difpatched from 
JJantz to wait on Carrier, during his flay at Paris. 
He told me, fays Chaux, that he did not like Phi- 
lippes, and that we fhould guillotine him, at my 
return. — I have communicated, fays Carrier, all our 
proceedings to the National Convention. — You 
muft not, adds he, try Lambertye ; he is too pre~ 
ctous a fatriot, I intend to fend for him here, and 
prefent him to the Committee of Public Preferva- 
tion (Salut Public), who will not leave him unrecom- 
penfed for his fervices. 

Jicquieau fays (page 273) that Lambertye was. 
the chief murderer.-— This it was that made him • 

precious 
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precious patriot, and a man worthy of a reward 
from a Committee of the National Convention. 

This witnefs adds : When the Committee of Nantz 
was firft inftalled, a deputation was fent to Carrier, 
to let him know that no proofs could be made out 
egainft JomarcL The Reprefentative of the People, 
feeing the deputation enter, cried out, What are all 
thefeb— gers come here for? When he heard our 
bufinefs, To hell with you, fays he, you fool. But 
feeming to grow a little calm, he called me back 
into his room, and threatened to throw me out of 
the window. At laft, fays the witnefs, he told me 
there were other means befides guillotining ; You 
have only, fays he, to fend Jomard into the coun- 
try, and have him difpatched fecretly. 

Here we behold a Member of the National Con- 
vention of France ; one of thofe philofophical le- 
giflators, who call themfelves the enlighteners of the 
univerfe. This bafe, this cowardly cut-throat, this 
aflaffin-general, is one of thofe men, who we 
have been told are to regenerate mankind, and to 
eftablifh a fyftem of univerfal humanity ! 

The following* traits will depift the leaders in the 
French revolution. 

Vol. iv. Page 273. — Robin, fays a witnefs, was 
one of the accomplices of Carriefr. This Robin, 
one day, fhowed his fabre all ftained with blood, 
faying, at the fame time, With this 1 chopped off 
fixty of the heads of the ariftocrats that we drown- 
ed laft night. 

^VolSi. Page 209.— Fontaine informs the tribunal, 
that he was one night at the Entrepot. Here, fays 
the witnefs, I faw a little man (this afterwards ap- 
pears to have been Fouquet), wearing pantaloons 
and a liberty cap. It is I, faid the little monfter, 
who conduct all the drownings ; it is I who give the 
word of command to pull up the plugs ; nothing is 
done without my orders. If you will come along 

L 3 with 
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with me, continued he, I will fhow you how to feed 
upon the <lefh of an ariftocrat ; I will regale you 
with the brains of thofe rafcals. — I trembled, fays 
the witnefa, and got away from this cannibal as fooa 
as I could. 

Vol. iv. Page 276. — Fonibonne informs the tribunal, 
that he was one day invited to a dinner, in a plea- 
fure-garden belonging to Ducrois. Carrier and 
O'Suliivan were of the party. The converfation 
turned on the bodily ftrength of certain perfons, 
when O'Suliivan obferved ; " Yes, there was my 
brother, who was devilifh flrong, particularly in 
the neck, for the executioner was obliged ,to give 
him the fecond ftroke with the national razor, before ' 
he could get his head off." 

The witnefs adds, O'Suliivan told us, that he 
was going to drown a man much flronger than 
himfelf ; that the man refifted, but was knocked 
down ; then, fays O'Suliivan, I took my knife and 
fluck him, as butchers do the fheep. 

Guedon informs the tribunal (vol. iii. page 277}, 
that he was at the fame dinner mentioned by Font- 
bonne. I was feated, fays this witnefs, by the fide 
of O'Suliivan ; and, during the repaft, he held up 
his knife to me, and faid, This is excellent to cut a 
man's throat with ; adding, that it had already done 
him good fervice in that way. He called on Robin 
as a witnefs of his bravery, and told us the manner 
in which he proceeded. — I had remarked, fays 
O'Suliivan, that the butchers killed their fheep by 
plunging the knife in underneath the ear ; fo, when 
I had a mind to kill a prifoner, I came up to him, 
and, clapping him on the fhoulder in a jocular way, 
pointed to fome obje6l that he was obliged to turn 
his head to fee ; the moment he did this, I had my 
knife through his neck. 

This O'Suliivan, in his defence, fays, that, as to 
his brother, he was an enemy of the Republic. 

When 
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prtcious patriot, and a man worthy of a reward 
from a Committee of the National Convention. 

This witnefs adds : When the Committee of Nantz 
was firft inftalled, a deputation was fent to Carrier, 
to let him know that no proofs could be made out 
againft JomarcL The Reprefentative of the People, 
feeing the deputation enter, cried out, What are all 
thefe b— gers come here for ? When he heard our 
bufinefs, To hell with you, fays he, you fool. But 
feeming to grow a little calm, he called me back 
into his room, and threatened to throw me out of 
the window. At laft, fays the witnefs, he told me 
there were other means befides guillotining ; You 
have only, fays he, to fend Jomard into the coun- 
try, and have him difpatched fecretly. 

Here we behold a Member of the National Con- 
vention of France ; one of thofe philofophical le- 
giflators, who call themfelves the enlighteners of the 
univerfe. This bale, this "cowardly cut-throat, this 
aflaffin-general, is one of thofe men, who we 
have been told are to regenerate mankifid, and to 
eftablifh a fyftem of univerfal humanity ! 

The following' traits will depidl the leaders in the 
French revolution. 

Vol. iv. Page 273. — Robin, fays a witnefs, was 
one of the accomplices of Carriefr. This Robin, 
one day, fhowed his fabre all ftained with blood, 
faying, at the fame time, With this 1 chopped off 
fixty of the heads of the ariftocrats that we drown- 
ed laft night. 

^Voh ii. Page 209. — Fontaine informs the tribunal, 
that he was one night at the Entrepot. Here, fays 
the witnefs, I faw a little man (this afterwards ap- 
pears to have been Fouquet), wearing pantaloons 
and a liberty cap. It is I, faid the little monfter, 
who conduit all the drownings ; it is I who give the 
word of command to pull up the plugs ; nothing is 
done without my orders. If you will come along 

L 3 with 



i S z BLOODY BUOY. 

pocket full of thefe ears, which he made the feroaj* 
prifoners kifs. 

Vol. ii. Page 267. — Many of the generals in La 
Vendee, fays Forget, made it their glory to imitate 
the horrid butchers at Nantz. They committed uii- 
heard-of cruelties and indecencies. General Du4 
quefnoy murdered feveral infants at the breaft, and 
afterwards attempted to lie with the mothers. 

This is the infernal monfter that ftyled himfelf the 
butcher of the Convention, and that faid, nothing 
hurt him fo much a§ not being able to ferve them \x\ 
the capacity of executioner. 

Vol. ii. Page 122. — I faw, fays Girault, about 
three or four hundred perfons drowned. There 
were womea\ of all ages amongft them ; fome were 
big with child, and of thefe feveral were delivered 
in the very lighters, among water and mud. This 
mofl fhocking circumftance, their groans, their 
heart-piercing fhrieks, excited no companion. 
They, with the fruit of their conjugal love, went 
to the bottom together. 

Vol. ii. Page 153. — Coron. A woman going to 
be .drowned, was taken in childbirth ; llxe was in 
the adt of delivery, when the horrid villains tore 
the child from her body, ftuck it on the point of a 
bayonet, and thus carried it to the river, 

A fourth of thefe, our reprefentatives (fays the 
author of La Conjuration, page 162), a fourth 
(great God ! my heart dies within me), a fourth 
ripped open the wombs of the mothers, tore out the 

}>alpitating embryo, fo deck the point of a pike of 
iberty and equality. 

The reader's curiofity may, perhaps, lead him to 
wifh to know the whole number of perfons put to 
death at Nantz ; but, in this, it would be difficult 
to gratify him. I have been able to obtain but fiv*. 
volumes of the trial, which make only a part of 
that work ; probably the laft volume may contain 

an 
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juvexaft account as to numbers. The deaths muft, 
however, have been immenfe, lince a witnefs de- 
pofes (vol. iii. page 55) to the drowning of him 
ihoufand perfons ; and another witnefs, (vol. ii. page 
253) attefts; that /even thoufand five hundred were 
ihot en majfe. 

The number of bodies thrown into the river 
Loire, which is half the width of the Delaware at 
Philadelphia, was fo confiderable, that the munici- 
pal officers found it neceffary to iffqe a proclama- 
tion (vol, v. page 70), forbidding the ufe of its wa- 
ters. 

It has been generally computed that the number 
of perfons, belonging to this unfortunate city and 
its environs, who were drowned, fhot en majje, guil- 
lotined, and fiifled ox ftarved in prifon, amounted 
to about forty thoufand. And this computation is 
corroborated by the author of La Conjuration, who 
iays (page 159), l"he nutaber of perfons murdered 
in the South of France, during the fpace of a very 
few months, is reckoned at a hundred thoufand* 
The bodies thrown into the Loire are innumerable. 
Carrier alone put to death more than forty thou/and, 
including men, women, and children. 

It appears then that thefe bloody revolution- 
ifts, who ftyled themfelves the Friends of Freedom 
and of Mankind, deftroyed, in one city of France, 
a population equal to that of the capital of the 
United States. 



CHAP. IV. 

¥a&s from fever al Works, proving that the Cruelties 
- related in the preceding Chapters were authorized \ 
or approved of, by the National AJfemblies. 

AFTER having led the reader through fuch ri- 
sers of blood, it feems indifpenfably neceffary to 

infert 
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intert a few fads, fhowing by whofe authority that 
blood was fpilt ; for it could anfwer no good pur- 
pofe to excite this detefiation, without directing it 
towards the proper objedh 

When the French fir ft began that career of in- 
furrcclion, robbery, and murder, which aflumed the 
name of a Revolution, the people of this country, 
oratleaft themoft numerous part of them, felt un- 
common anxiety for its fuccefs. The people were 
deceived ; but the deception was an agreeable one ; 
the word Revolution had of itfelf very great charms, 
but when that of Liberty was added to it, it could 
not fail of exciting enthufiafm. This enthufiafm 
was, indeed, nearly general ; and this alone was a 
tiifticient inducement for the public prints to be- 
* come the partifans of Condorcet and Mirabeau. 
All the avenues to truth were at once barred up; 
and, though the revolutionifts every day changed 
their creed, though one revolving moon faw them 
make and break their oaths, all was amply atoned 
for by their being engaged in a revolution. 

As the revolution advanced, the enthufiafm in- 
creafed ; but from the moment that the French na- 
tion declared itfelf a republic, this enthufiafm was 
changed to madnefs. All the means by which this 
change of government was to be accomplifhed were 
totally overlooked ; nothing was talked or dreamed 
of but the enfranchifement of the world ; the whole 
univerfe was to become a republic, or be annihi- 
lated ; and hhppy was he who could bawl loudeft 
about a certain fomething, called liberty and equality. 

During this political madnefs, however, now and 
then a trait of fhocking barbarity, in fpite of all the 
endeavours of the public papers, burtt in upon us, 
and produced a lucid interval ; but thefe intervals 
*have never yet been of long duration; bec^ufe 
every lubterfuge, that interefted falfehood can de- 
vife, has been made ufe of to give our abhorrence a 

direction 



FEBRUARY, 1796. 155 

•dirc&ion contrary to that which it ought to have 
taken. We have heard Briflbt, Danton, Marat, 
a»d Robefpierre, all accufed in their turns of fhed- 
ding innocent blood ; but the National AJfembly it- 
felf, they tell us, has ever remained worthy of our 
admiration. The poor unfucceisful agents of this 
terrible divan have been devoted to execration, as 
tyrants, while their employers have been, and are 
yet held up to us as the friends of liberty and the 
lovers of mankind. 

Without further remark, I ftall add fuch facets, 
as, I imagine, will enable every reader to judge for 
himfelf. 

To begin with the Conftituent AfTembly ; one 
proof of their approving . of murder, will fuffice. 
They honoured with the title oivanquijhers, a blood- 
thirfty mob, who, after having taken two men pri- 
soners, cruelly maflacred them, and carried their 
heads about the flreets of Paris on a pike. See Ra- 
baud's Hiftory of the French Revolution^ page 106. 

The fecond AfTembly, when they received ad- 
vices of the murders of Jourdan and his aflbciates 
at Avignon, as mentioned in the firfl chapter of 
this work, threatened the Member who communi- 
cated the news, becaufe he had called the murderers 
hrigands, and not patriots. See La Gazette Uni- 
verfette for the month of May, 1792. — And how 
did this AflTembly behave, when informed of the 
maflacres in the prifons of Paris, during the firfl: 
days of September, 1792 ? Tallien (of whom we 
have lately heard fo much) came to the National 
AfTembly, and informed them of the murdering in 
the following remarkable words : u The Commii- 
€€ faries have done all they could to prevent the dif- 
i€ orders (the maflacreing the prifoners is what he 
cc calls difordersj, but they have not been able to 
" flop the, in fome fort, jujl vengeance of the peo- 
u pie/'— The AfTembly heard this language very 
quietly; and Do&or Moore, from whole Journal 

(page 
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(page 178) thefadt is taken, makes an apology for 
the Aflembly, by faying that they were overawed: 
but it has fince fully appeared, that the leading 
members were the very perfons who contrived the 
•maiiacre, with the aid of Petion, Manuel, and 
Marat. — It is a well-known fad>, recorded by the 
Abbe Barruel (page 334), that Louvet, one of the 
members of the prefent Aflembly, gave, the day 
after the September maflacre, an order on the pub- 
lic treafury, in the following words : u On Jight y 
" pay to the four hearers each twelve livres, for aiding 
#l in the difpatching of the friefis at the frtfon of St* 
u Firming — Louvet was, at the time of writing 
this note on demand for murderers* wages, a legijla- 
tor ; and I cannot help remarking here, that a prin- 
ter of a newfpaper in the United States has lately 
boaftcd, that this Louvet, " now Prefldent of the 
firft Aflembly on earth/* fays our printer, was the 
edtt&r of a Gazette ! — People fhould be cautious 
how they boaft of relationfhip with the legiflators in 
that country of equality. 

As it will no longer be pretended, I fuppofe, that 
this fecond Aflembly disapproved of the murders 
that were committed under their reign, I will now 
turn to the third Aflembly, which we commonly 
call a Convention. And, not to tire the reade* 
tvith proofs of what is felf-evident, I fhall confine 
myfelf to an extract or two from the tri^l of Carrier 
and the Revolutionary Committee of Nantz. 

Vol. v. Page 49. — It is time, fays Goulin, totear 
afide the veil. The Reprefentatives Bourbotte and 
Bo knew all about the drownings and fhootings ; 
and Bo even faid to Huchet, in fpeaking of the 
members of the Revolutionary Committee, that it 
was not for the murders that they were to be tried. 

After this the Counfellor for the Committee alks 
this Citizen Bo, what was the real motive for brrng-- 
ingthe Committee to trial ; and the other confefles, 
that it was for their haying mjfappUed the treafures 

taken 
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taken from the prifoners. He pretends (page 60), 
though he had taken the place pf Carrier at Nantz, 
and though the water of the river could not be 
drank, on account of the dead bodies that were 
Abating on it ; though a hundred or two of ditches 
had been dug to put the people into that were (hot ; 
and though the city was filled with cries and lament- 
ations ; notwithftanding all this, he pretends that 
he could fay nothing for certain about the murders. 
This reprefentative Bo (page 83) is convicted of 
having himfelf juflified the conduct of the Commit- 
tee and of Carrier. 

Carrier, in his defence, fays, that he had done no 
morfc than his duty, and that the Convention had been 
regularly informed of every thing. They complain 
now, fays he (page 119), of ihootings en maJJ'e, as 
if the fame had not been done at Angers^ Saumur, 
Laval, and every where elfe. 

A witnefs (vol. v. page 60) informs the tribunal, 
that he, who was himfelf a Member of the Conven- 
tion, had informed that body of horrors that were com- 
mitted at Nantz, and particularly of the majfacres of 
women and children. 

The author of La Conjuration, fo often quoted, 
fays (page 162), When the bloody Carrier wrote to 
the Convention that he was difpatching hundreds at 
a time by means of lighters with plugs in the bottom, 
Carrier was not blamed ; on the contrary, he was 
repeatedly applauded, as being the author of an in- 
vention that did honour to his country ! 

But what need have we of .thefe proofs ? What 
other teftimony do wc want, than that contained in 
their own murderous decrees ? Let any one call his 
eye on the oppofite page ; let him there behold the 
fcene that was daily exhibited before the windows of 
their hall, and then let him fay whether they de- 
lighted in murder or not. Blood is their element, as 
water is jthat of the finny race. 

One thing, however, remains to be accounted 
1 for; 
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for ; and that is, how fo great a part of the nation 
were led to butcher each other; how they were 
brought to that pitch of brutal fanguinary ferocity, 
which we have feen fo amply difplayed in the pre- 
ceding chapters. This is what, with the reader's 
nndulgence, I fhall now, agreeably to my promife 
endeavour to explain. 



AN 

- INSTRUCTIVE ESSAY, 

Tracing all the Horrors of the French Revolution to 
their real Caufes, the licentious Politics and infidel 
Philofophj of the prefent dge. 



XT has been aflerted, again and again, by the par- 
tifans of the French revolution, that all the crimes 
which have difgraced it, are to be aicribed to the 
hotlile operations of their enemies. They have told 
us, that, had not the Auflrians and Pruflians been 
on their march to Paris, the prifoners would not. 
have been maflacred on the 2d and 3d of Septem- 
ber, 1792. But can we poflibly conceive how the 
murder of eight thoufand poor prifoners, locked up 
and bound, could be neceflary to the defence of a- 
capital containing a million of inhabitants ? Can 
we believe that the fabres of the aflaflins would not 
have been rtiore effe&ually employed againft the in- 
vaders, than againft defencelefs priefts and women ? 
The deluded populace were told not " to leave 
" the wqIvcs in the fold while they went to attack 
" thofe that were without/' But thefe wolves, if 
they were fuch, were in prifon ; were under a guard 
an hundred thoufand times as ftrong as themfelves, 
and could have beqn deftroyed at a moment's ward- 
ing. There is fomething fo abominably cowardly In 
2 this 
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tliis juftification, that it is even more bafc than the 
crime. Suppofe that a hundred thoufand men had 
inarched from Paris, to make head againft the Auf- 
trians and Pruffians, there were yet nine hundred 
thoufand left to guard the unhappy wretches that 
were tied hand and foot. Where could be the ne- 
ceffity of maflacreing them ? Where could be the 
neceflity of hacking them to pieces, tearing out 
their bowels, and biting their hearts ? 

Subfequent events have fully proved, that it was 
not danger that produced thefe bloody meafures; 
for we have ever feen the revolutioftifls moft cruel 
in times of their greateft fecurity. Their butcheries 
at Lyons and in its neighbourhood did not begin till 
they were completely triumphant. It was then, at 
the moment when they had no retaliatioq to fear, 
that they commenced their bloody work. Carrier, 
lolling at his eafe, fent the vidlims to death by hun- 
dreds. The blood never flowed from the guillotine 
in fuch torrents, as at the very time when their ar- 
mies were driving their enemies before them in every 
dire&ion. 

It has been faid in the Britifh Houfe of Com- 
mons, that the m^flacres in France ought to be at- 
tributed to the Allied Powers. " You hunt them 
" like wild beafls, and then you complain of them 
" for being ferocious/' How this hunting could 
drive the French to butcher one another, I cannot 
fee ; but if it was a juflifiable reafon for them, it 
might certainly be applied with much more juftice 
to their enemies ; for thefe have been oftener obliged 
to fly than the, French. The revolutionary armies 
have overrun an extent of territory equal to one 
third of their own country : the Savoyards, the 
Germans, the Flemings, the Dutch, the Spaniards, 
and the Englilh, have been obliged to fly before 
them ; but we have heard of no maflacrcs among 
thefe people. The French moft unmercifully put 
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to death eight thoufand of their country -people, 
who were in the prifons.of Paris, and, as an ex- 
cufe for this, they tell us that the Duke of Brunf- 
wick had invaded the province of Champagne ; but 
they themfelves have overrun all the United Ne- 
therlands, and even taken potfeflion of the capital j 
and we have not heard that the Dutch have, as yet, 
been guilty of afingle maffacre. They have found 
but one place in all their career, where the people 
could be prevailed on to ere6i a guillotine, and that 
was at Geneva. Here their army was more nu- 
merous than the whole population of the State, and 
therefore their fyftem was fully adopted; yet, even 
here, among this little debafed and tyrannized peo- 
ple, there were to be found no villains infamous 
enough to imitate their matters in murdering women 
and children. That was a fpecies of flaughter re- 
fcrved for the French nation alone. , 

The French revolution has been compared to that 
of America, and I have heard fome men calling 
themfelves Americans, who have not been afhamed 
to fay, that as great cruelties were committed in this 
country as in that. I would now afk thefe men, 
who are fo anxious to be thought as bloody as the 
fans-culotte French, if they can give me one in- 
itance of the Americans murdering their townfmen 
at the approach of the enemy ? When the Britifli 
army fucceeded that of the Congrefs at Philadelphia, 
- did the continental troops murder all' the Tories be- 
fore they quitted the city ? Can thefe generous 
friends of the French revolution tell us 6f any ma£ 
facres that took place in this country ? Did they 
ever hear of women and children being drowned and 
ihot by hundreds ? Seven years of civil war defo- 
lated thefe States, but the blood of one fingle wo- 
man or child never flained the earth. ' 

If the do6lrine be admitted, if a people be justi- 
fiable in entering on a feries of maffacres the inftant 
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th^y ate prcfle'd by an enemy from without, what 
fafety can there be for any of us ? If a declaration 
of war is to unSheath the daggers of all the aflaflins 
in the community, civil fociety is the greateft curie 
that ever fell upon mankind. Much better and 
fafer were it for us to Separate and prowl about like 
lavages, nay like beafts, than to live thus, in con* 
tinual trepidation, in continual fear for our throats. 

There is Something fo exceedingly cowardly and 
ridiculous in this justification, that even the French 
revolutionists are aShamed of it. They h^ive re- 
courfe to another ftill more dishonourable, it is true, 
but lefs cowardly. They tell us, that all the aflaf- 
lins in France have been in the pay of Great Britain ; 
or, to make ufe of their own expreflion, have been 
excited to a&ion by the "gold of Pitt." 

As I wifh to advance nothing without the bcft 
poflible authority, I Shall here infert a paflage on 
this fubjeft, taken from a Gazette publiihed at 
Philadelphia by one Gatreau, and at the prefs of 
Moreau de St. Mtry, who was a member of the Con- 
ilituent Affembly of France. 

The intention of the piece evidently is to juftiSy 
the French chara&er, or rather the chara&er of the 
French revolutionise, by attributing the horrid 
deeds thefe latter have committed, to fome caufe 
other than their own dispositions and anarchical 
principles. To avoid all cavil with refpelt to the 
authenticity of the extract* and the corredtnefs of 
the translation, I wilt firft give it in French, and 
then in English, observing, for the farther Satisfac- 
tion of the reader, that he may find the piece entire 
in the Gazette above mentioned,, of the 4th of Fe- 
bruary, 1796. 

" Quel homme eclairs* par Inexperience, nieroit 
* g aujourd'hui, que, de li t&e de Pitt font fortis 
c * tous les crimes qui feSbient abhorrer la revolu- 
* c tion parceux-la meme qui en adoroient les prin- 
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'f cipc$ ; que, ceft au foyer de la jaloufic et dc la 
" haine Angloile, que s'aliumerent les torches* que 
€ f fe forgerent les poignards, qui ont fait un mon- 
" $eau de cepdres et de fang des plus belles pofle£ 
c f lion du monde ? — Quel genie malfaifant crea les 
'f factions impies, fanguinaires ou ambitieufes, qui 
«* devoient aneantir la Franpe, au du moins la re? 
•f placer fous le jjoug, fi la Providence nejieconcer- 
*1 toit pas toujour^ fes complots de Uiniquite ?— Le 
€ f genie infernal du miniflre Anglois. — Ceft avec 
<* l ? qr de fes vi&imes de PInde qu'il payoit le fang 
". Francois, verfie a grands flots a Paris, dans les. 
'* departemens, aux frontiercs et dans les colo*. 
c f nies.- x 

". What man, enlightened by experience, will 
" now deny, that from the head of Pitt have come. 
€ i all the dimes which have rendered the revolu- 
€ i tion dctpflable in the eyes of even thofe who 
«f adored its principles ; that it .was Englifh jea- 
€ f loufy and hatred that lighted the flames, and 
c< fharpened the poniards, which have reduced the. 
" fineft poifeffions in the world to a heap of aihea 
'< and bldod ? — What evil genius created the im- 
€ i pious, fenguinary, and ambitious fa&ions, that 
€ t were to annihilate France; or at leaft bend it 
u again beneath^Jthc yoke, if Providence had not 
€ i difconcerted the plans pf iniquity ? — The infernal 
". (genius of the Englifh Minifter. It was with the^ 
" gold drawn front tha victims in India, that he. 
€ f paid for the French blood, which has flawed in 
" rivers at Paris, in the. departments, on the ipon- 
" tiers, and in the colonies/' 

This is an mfpzuint^ and were it not fo very 
hackneyed and threadbare, I would call it a ." pre*. 
*i cious confeffion." Here we fee a Frenchman, a 
partisan of, and perhaps an a&or in, the revolu- 
tion, endeavouring ta wipe away the ftain on its 
principles, by afcribing aljl the horrors thofe princiw 
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£les have produced, to the gold diftributed among 
the revolutionifts by the Englifti Minifter. The 
cruelties that have been committed were not* then* 
neceflary to the eftablifhtnent of a free government 5 
ihey wete not the effedl of irritation, of anarchical 
confufion, of vindictive retaliation; they were not 
the natural confequence of a long-opprefled peo- 
ple's breaking their chains and rifirig on their 
tyrants : all thefe excufes (which I muft allow were 
filly enough) are at once done away by this new 
juftification ; for We are here told, in {o many 
words, that the French people have fhed rivers of 
each other's blood, in every pArt of their domi- 
nions, purely for the love- — not of liberty, but of the 
gold of Pitt. 

There is fuch a natural connexion between the 
meafures of the feveral National Afiemblies and the 
maflacres that were the immediate confequence of 
them, that it is impofiible to effe<5t a reparation 
without the utmoft violence to all manner of rea- 
foiling and truth. If it was the gold of Pin that 
paid for all the Frdnch blood that has been fpilled, 
it muft have been that gold that paid for the inhu- 
man murder of Meflrs. Launay and Fleflbl ? aijd it. 
muft have been that gold which induced the Cojifti- 
teent Afiembly. to fati&ion the murder, by giving 
the aflaffins of thefe gentlemen tfee title of faroes 
and conquerors, and by inftituting a national feftival 
hi their honour. 

The revolution was begun, and has hitherto been 
maintained, by the fhedding of innocent blood; 
therefore, if it was the gctd of Pitt that paid for' that 
blood, it is to the gold of Pitt that the revolution is 
to be afcribed, and not to that patriotic %irit atid 
love of liberty, with which we nave beer* fo loflg 
amufed. In the fifth chapter of this work, it id in- 
conteftably proved, that tie feveral National Aflfefll- 
blies authorized or approved of all the- maflacres 

m 2 which 



164 BLOODY BUOY. 

which have difgraced their country : if, then, thefe 
maflacres were paid for by Mr. Pitt, muft we not 
inevitably conclude that the National Aflemblies 
were in the fame pay ? If Mr. Pitt paid for the 
blood of the family of Bourbon, for that of the 
King's guards, of the nobility, the clergy, the 
bankers, the merchants, in (hort, of all the rich or 
ariftocrats, as they are called, it was Mr. Pitt whtf 
deftroyed the monarchy: it was he who caufed 
France to be a republic, and who gave rife to the 
do&rine of equality. Thofe, therefore, who talk 
of the gold of Pitt, muft ceafeall their fulfomeeulo~ 
giums on thefe gallant republicans ; for, if they are 
to haw a republic, it will, according to their owa 
confefiions, be the work of the Englifh Minifter. 

This vindication, throwing the blame on the 
gold of Pitt, amply participates in the misfortune of 
all the vindications that have lately appeared 
amongft us; that 'is, it takes up a bad caufe, and 
tpakes it worfe, The reader will certainly feel with 
tne, an inexpreflible indignation at a people, who, 
becaufc an hoftile army was on their frontiers, could 
be prevailed on to butcher thoufands upon thoufands 
of their innocent countrymen; who could cut the 
throats of their fathers and mothers, rip up the 
bowels of women with child, and carry about the 
trophies of their bafe and favage triumph on the 
points of their pike§ and bayonets ; but what will 
|>e his feelings, what ^ill contain his fwelling heart, 
when be is told, that all this was undertaken and 
perpetuated for foreign gold ? The revohuiqnifts, 
by jtcculing Mr. Pitt of being at the bottoip of 
their maflacres, do not perceive, without t^pbt, 
that they are heaping ten times tenfold infamy on. 
themfelves and their nation. 

By alleging this influence of Britiih gold, the 
writer I have above quoted reduces himfelf and the 
partisans of the revolution to a molLdiftrefling di- 
lemma. 
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lemma. He owns that rivers of French blood hare 
flowed at Paris, in the departments, on the fron- 
tiers, and in the colonies ; and he tells us, that this 
blood was paid for with the gold of Pitt. Now, 
admitting this to be true, this blood has been fhed, 
and this gold received, by Frenchmen. To what, 
then, will our author afcribe this fanguinary ava- 
rice ? He muft either afcribe it to the natural dif- 
fofition of his countrymen, or a change in that na- 
tural ditpolition, produced by the revolution. It is 
uncertain which of thefe he may choofe, but it is 
very certain, choofe which he will, that he has* 
held up the character of his nation, or the princi- 
ples of the revolution, to deteftation and abhor- 
rence. 

This is the way he has juftified the French in the 
eyes of the people of this country. Infinitely bet- 
ter were it for fuch juftifiers to fuffer the prefs to 
reft in eternal ina&ion. All that a good French- 
man can do, is to weep over the difgrace of his 
country ; for, fo long as murder, horrid, barbarous, 
favage murder, fhall admit of no excufe, fb long 
ihall the anions of the French revolutionifts remain 
unjufti liable. 

It is more than probable, that a writer of this 
damp might be willing to allow that his country- 
men were always naturally ferocious and bloody- 
minded, rather than confeis that this difpoiition has 
been produced by the principles of the revolution : 
for patriots of this kind are ever ready to facrifice 
the honour of their country to the fupport of their 
fyftcms. But juftice demands from us to rejedt 
with difdain every fuch conclufion. We have feen 
the French people fprightly, beneficent, humane, 
and happy ; let us now follow them, ftep by ftep, 
into the awful oppofite, and fee for ourfelves, by 
what diabolical means the change has been ef- 
fected. 
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The firft National Aflemhly had hardly affuraed 
that title, when they difcovered an intention of 
overturning the Government, which h?d been called 
tocher, and which their constituents had enjoined 
them to fupport, and of levelling all ranks and 
difl>n6Uons among the different orders in the comt 
puinity. To this they were not led, as it had been 
fo falfely pretended, by their love of liberty and de* 
fife of feeing their country happy ; but by envy, 
curfed envy, that will never let the fiery demagogue 
ileep in peace, while he fees a greater or richer than 
himfelf. It ha& been ohjedled to this, that there 
were, among the revolutionifis, men who already 
enjoyed diftinguifhed honours ; hut it is forgotten 
at the fame time, that ambition will be at the top, 
or no where ; that it will deftroy itfclf with the en- 
vied obje6fc, rather than adl a fiabaltern part. The 
motto of a demagogue is that of Milton's Satan : 
<* Better to reign in hell than ferve in heaven/' 

This talk of defl»ru<Slion was, however, an ardu-i 
qus one. To tear the complicated work of fourteen 
centuries to pieces at once, to render honours dif. 
honourable, and turn reverential awe into contempt 
and mockery, was not to be accomplished but by 
extraordinary mean6. It was evident that property 
mull change hands, that the bell blood of the na- 
tion muft flow in torrents, or the projeA muft fail. 
The Aflembly, to arm the multitude on their fide* 
broached the popular doflrine of equality. It was a 
jiecefiary part of the plan of thefe reformers to &• 
duce the people to their fupport ; and fuch was the 
credulity of the unfortunate French, that they foon 
began to look on them as the oracles of virtue and 
wifdom, and believed themfelves raifed, hyi one 
ihort fentence iffucd by thefe ambitious impoftora* 
from the ft ate of JubjeQs to. that of fovertigWi 

" I puniihed," fays Solon, the Athenian law- 
giver, " I puniflied with death all thofe afpiring 
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•* dlfturbers of the commonwealth, toho, in order to 
4i domineer themfelves, and lefcd the vulgar m their 
" train, prefended fiiat ail men were equal, and 
" fought to confound the different ranks in foeiety, 
$i by preaching irp a 6hHnerical equality, that never 
" did or can exifiv" How htrppy would it have 
keen for France, had there been feme Solon endued 
wkh wifdom and power enough to jjmnifft the poli- 
tical mountebanks of the ConftiMierif Aflembly! 
What dreadful carnage, what rndelibli diigrace, 
the nation would have efcaped! HaTdly had the 
word equality been pronounced,' when the whole 
kingdom becafme a fcene of anarchy and oonfufion. 
The name of liberty (I fay the name,* fcrf the rege- 
nerated French have known nothing but the namfe), 
the name of liberty had already half turned the 
heads of the people, and that of equality finished 
the work. Froth fhe moment it founded in their 
ears, all that had formerly infpired refpe6l, all that 
they had reverenced and adored, even began to ex- 
cite contempt and fury. Birth, beauty, old ag£e, 
all became the vi&iras of a deftru6Uve equality, 
ere&ed into a law by an Aflembly of ambitious ty- 
rants, who were ready fa deftroy every thing that 
crofled their way to abfolute domination. 

One of the immediate effe&s of the promulgation 
of this do6lrine, was the murder of M6nfieur Fou- 
loti and his fon-in-law Berthier ; \frho,- without fa 
much as being charged with any crime, were taken 
by the people, conducted to Paris, and cruelly 
maflacred. I will lay nothing (fays Du Geur, in 
his eloquent Memoir e, page 35), I* will fay nothing 
of the favage cruelties committed on Fbulon and 
Berthier ; I will not reprefent the bloody head of 
the father-in-law, offered to' the fan to kifs, prefied 
againft his lips, and afterwards put under his feet ; 
I will not reprefent the inhuman aflaffins rufhing on 
Berthier, tearing out his heart, and placing it, qui- 
M 4 vering 
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vering and ftill palpitating, on the table of the town- 
hall, before the magtftrates of the commune. After this, 
their heads were fiuck on pikes, and the heart of 
Berthier on the point of a fword. In this manner 
they were carried through the ftreets, followed by 
the exulting populace (fee Rabaut's Hiftory of the 
French Revolution, page 1 17). Nor let it be pre- 
tended that the Affembly could not prevent this 
ihameful, this bloody deed. They had the abfolute 
CQmmand of Paris at the time, and had two hun- 
dred thoufand armed men ready to obey their nod. 
But the Affembly never oppofed the murder of 
thofe whom they looked upon as their enemies; 
nay, Rabaut, their partial hiftorian (who was one 
of their body), even juftifies the murder. 

When the word equality found its way to the co* 
lonies, it was only a fignal for affaffination. At 
Port-au-Prince, the Chevalier de Mauduit, a brave 
and generous officer, who rendered effential fer- 
vices to this country during the laft war, was mur- 
dered by his own foldiers. The villains had the 
infolence to order him to kneel down before them : 
" No," faid he, like a foldier as he was, " it fhall 
cr never be faid that Thomas Mauduit bent his 
€€ knee before a fet of fcoundrels !" His head was 
cut off; he was torn limb from limb; his bowels 
were trailed along the ftreet, as butchers do ' thofe 
of beafls in a flaughter-houfe. The next morning 
the different members of his body, and morfels of 
his flefh, were fire wn about oppofite his houfe, and 
his bloody and ghaftly head placed on the fiep of 
the doorway. We know we have before our eyes 
the proofs of what havoc, diftrefs, and definition 
this deteflable word has fince produced in the un- 
fortunate i/land of St Domingo. 

It was now that the fovereign people, entering 
pn their reign, firft took the famous plundering 
mptto : " La guefrfi aux chateaux, et la paix av& 
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chmmiercs ;" that is, War to the gentlemetis houjes, 
and peace to the cottage ; or, in other words, War to 
all thofe who have any thing to lofe. This motto is 
extremely coroprehenfive ; it includes the whale 
dodhine of equality. It was not a vain declaration 
in France; but was put in practice with that patri- 
otic zeal which has marked the whole courfe of the 
revolution. To be rich, or of a good" family, be- 
came a crime, which was often expiated by the lofs 
of life. Men took as much pains to be thought 
obfeure vagabonds, as they had formerly done t$ 
be thought wealthy and of honeft defcent; and 
what diftinguifhes the French revolution from all 
others in the world, to have a ragged pair of 
breeches, or to be totally in want of that fo nece£ 
fary an article of drefe, was cfteemed the furefl. 
mark of pure patriotifm, and was the greatcft re- 
commendation to public favour. 

But the National Aflembly, though heartily fe- 
conded by myriads of ragged populace, knew, how* 
ever, that they could not long depend upon iuch a 
promiscuous fupport. The citizens were, therefore, 
to be foldiers at the fame time, and placed under 
the command of the creatures of the Aflembly. To 
this end the territory of the nation underwent a new 
divifion, on the levelling plan. The provinces of 
France were melted down into a rude undigefted 
mafs of departments, diftri&s, and municipalities. 
All the old magiflrates were replaced by the vilcft 
wretches that could be found. There were forty- 
four thoufand municipalities : each of thefe had Se- 
veral municipal officers ; and each of thefe latter bis 
troop of revolutionary myrmidons. There could 
not be lefs than three millions of men in arms, 
ready to burn, cut, and flay, at a moment's warn- 
ing. Nothing was to be feen or heard but the 
patrolling of thefe fons of equality. The Aflembly 
jretended to hold out the olive-branch, while they 
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were forftiing the nation into a camp. The peace- 
able man trembled for his life. One muft have 
been an eye-witnefs of the change produced by 
thefe meafures, to have the leaft idea of it. AH 
was fufpicion and dread. The bell that had' never 
Tung but to call the peaceful villagers to the altar, 
was converted into a fignal of approaching danger ; 
and the tree, beneath which they formerly datoced, 
became an alarm-poft. The ragged; gr$afy ma- 
giftrates, with their municipal troops at their heels, 
were for ever prowling about for their prey, the 
property of others. Thefe little platoons of cut- 
throats ranged the country round, crying havoc, 
burning and laying wafte wherever they came. 
They had not yet begun to murder frequently ; but 
it was of little confequence to & man whether his 
brains were Mowed out or not, after having feen 
himfelf and family reduced, in the fpace of a few 
hours, from affluence to beggary. A band of thefe 
enlightened ruffians went to the chateau, or cbuntry- 
houfe of a gentleman in Provence, and demanded 
that his perfon fhould be delivered into their hands. 
The fervants defended the houfe for fome time, bqt 
in vain ; they advanced to the front door, when 
the lady of the houfe appeared with her chiid in 
Jter arms, and endeavoured to pacify them, faying, 
that her htffband was gone out at the back doo*. 
The ruffians inftantly fet fire to the hou(b. When 
the lady perceived this, fhe eonfefled that her hat- 
band was hidden m one of the garrets. The houfe 
Was now on fire ; fhe left her child, and rofhed 
through the flames to call herhufband fronk hi& 
retreat, but fhe was ftifled in the paflage, and 
burnt to death, and her hufband fhared in her fete, 
leaving a helpleft infant to the mercy of the mur^ 
derers of its father and mother. — A hundred vo^ 
Jumes like this coyld not contain the horrors that 
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thefe revolutionary robbers committed in the name 
of liberty and equality. 

r -Let this, Americans, be a leflbn to you ; throw from 
you the dodtrine of equality as you would the poifoned 
chalice. Wherever this deteftable principle gains 
ground to any extent, ruin muft inevitably, enfue* 
Would you ftiflc the noble flame of emulation, and 
encourage ignorance and idlenefs ? Would you in- 
culcate defiance of the laws ? Would you teach fer- 
vams to be difobedient to their matters, and children 
to their parents ? Would you fow the feeds of envy, 
hatred, robbery, and murder? Would you break 
prtl the bands of j-bciety afunder, and turn a civi- 
lized people into a horde of favages ? This is all 
done by the comprehenfive word equality. But they 
tell us we are not to take it in the unqualified fenfe. 
In what fenfe are we to take it then ? Either it means 
jbmething more than liberty, or it means nothing 
?t all. The mifconftruftion of the word liberty has 
done raifchief enough in the world; to add to it a 
word of ftill more dangerous extent, was to kindle 
?. flame that never can be extinguished but by the 
total debafement, if not definition, of the fociety 
who are filly or wicked enough to adopt its ufe. 
We are told, that every government receives with 
its exiftence the latent* difeafe that is one day to ac-. 
complifh its death ; but the government that is at- 
tacked with this political apoplexy is annihilated in, 
the twinkling of a» eye. 

The civil diforganization of the fiate was but the 
forerunner of thofe curfes which the Affembly had 
|n ftore for their devoted country. They plainly 
perceived that they, never fhould be able to brutify 
the people to their wifhes without removing the 
formidable barriers of religion and morality. Their 
Jieads were turned, but it was neceflary to corrupt 
their hearts. 

Befides this> the leackrs in the Afiembly were 
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profefled modern philofophcrs ; that is fo fayi 
athciils or deifts. Camus and Condorcet openly 
taught atheifm, and Ceruti (aid, with his laft breath, 
" The only regret 1 hove in quitting this world, is, thai 
" / leave a religion on earth" Thefe words, the 
blafphemy of an expiring demon, were applauded 
by tjie aflerabled Legiftators. It was not to be 
wondered at, that the vanity of fueh men fhould be 
flattered in the hope of changing the moft Chriflian 
country into the moft infidel upon the face of the 
earth ; for there is a fort of fanaticifm in irreligion, 
that leads the profligate atheift to feek for profelytes 
with a zeal that would do honour to a good caufe, 
but which, employed in a bad one, becomes the 
fcourge of fbciety. 

The zeal of thefe philofophcrs for extirpating the. 
truth was as great at leaft as that fhown by the 
primitive Chriftians for its propagation. But they 
proceeded in a very different manner* At firft* 
feme circumfpe&ion was neceffary. The more ef* 
fe£tually to defiroy the Chriflian religion altogether, 
they began by fapping the foundation of the Catho- 
lic faith, the only one that the people bad been 
taught to revere. They formed a fchifin with the 
Church of Rome, well knowing that the opinions 
of the vulgar, once fet afloat, were as likely to fix. 
on atheifm as on any other Jyftem : and more fb f 
as being lefs oppofed to their levelling principles 
than the rigid though Ample morality of the Gofpel. 
A religion that teaches obedience to the higher 
powers, inculcates humility and peace, ftri&ly for- 
bids robbery and murder, and, in ihort, enjoins on 
men to do as they would be done unto, could by no 
means fuit the armed ruffians who were to accota<* 
plifh the views of the French Aflembly, 

The prefs, which was made free for the worft of 
purpoies, lent moft powerful aid to thefe deflru&ive 
reformers. While the Catholic religion was ridi- 
culed 
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ruled and abufed, no other Chriftian fyflem was 
propofed in its dead ; on the contrary, the profligate 
wretches who conduced the public prints, among 
whom were Mirabeau, Marat, Condorcet, and 
Hebert, filled one half of their impious fheets with 
whatever could be thought of to degrade ail religion 
in general. The minifters of divine worfhip, of every 
fe£ anid denomination, were reprefented as cheats, 
and as the avowed enemies of thefublime and fepti- 
mentai fomething which the Aflembly had in ftore 
for the regeneration of the world. 

. Moft of my readers mufl have heard of the mag- 
nificent church of St. Genevieve at Paris : it was one 
of the moft noble firu&ures that the world had ever 
feen, and had, befides, the honour of being con- 
fccrated to the worfhip of Chrift. This edifice the 
blafphemers Jeized on as a receptacle for the remains 
of their "great men. 9 * From a Chriftian church 
they changed it into a Pagan temple, and gave it 
the name of Pantheon. Condorcet, pre-eminent in 
infamy, propofed the decree by which the name of 
God and that of St. Genevieve were ordered to be 
effaced from the frontifpiece. 

To this Pantheon the afhes of Voltaire were firft 
tranfpotted, and the Aflembly fpent no lefs than 
three days in determining whether thofe of RwJJeau 
fhould not accompany them. The diftindHon paid 
to two of the moft celebrated deifts of the age, was 
a full declaration of the principles, as well as the 
intention, of the majority of the Aflembly. 

Thofe who have not had the patience to wade 
through the lies and blafphcmies of Voltaire, know 
his principles from report. Roujfeau is not fo well 
known ; and as he was, and ftill continues to be, 
the great oracle of the revolutionifts, I am perfuaded 
a page or two on Jiis character, and that of his 
works, will not be loft here, particularly as I have 
2 heard 
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heard both mentioned with applaufe, in, this couH-* 
try, by perfons apparently of the beft intentions. 

The philofopher Rouffeau, the pagod of the re* 
generated French, was born at Geneva; and, at & 
proper age, he was bound an apprentice to an 
artift. During his apprenticefhip he frequently* 
robbed his mafter, as well as other perfons. Before 
his time was expired he decamped, fled into the do^ 
minions of the King of Sardinia, where he changed 
the Prefbytcrian for the Catholic religion. This be- 
ginning leemed to promife fair for what followed* 
By an unexpected turn of fortune he became a 
footman, in which capacity he did not forget his 
old habit of flealing. He is detected with the 
fiolen goods ; fwears they were given to him by a 
maid-fervant of the houfe ; the girl is confronted 
with him ; fhe denies the fa&, and weeping preffcs 
him to confefs the truth ; but the young philofophctf 
ftill perfifts in the lie, and the poor girl is driven 
from her place in difgrace. Tired of being a ferviog* 
man, he went to throw himfelf on the prote&ion of 
a lady, whom he had feen once before, and who he 
protefts was the moft virtuous creature of her fer. 
This lady had {o great. a regard for him, that fhe 
called him her little darling, and he called bef 
mamma. Mamma had a footman, who ferved her} 
befides, in another capacity very much refembling 
that of a hufband ; but fhe had a moft tender af* 
fe&ion for her adopted fon Rouffeau, and, as fhe 
feared he was forming connexions with a certain 
lady that might fpoil his morals, fhe herfelf, out of 
pure virtue, took him- — to bed with her \ This vir- 
tuous effort to preferve the purity of Roo&eau's 
heart, had a dreadful effe£t on the head of the poor 
footman, and fo he poifoned hirafcl-f— -Rouffeau 
fell lick, and mamma was obliged to part with 
little darling, while he performed a journey to the 

foutk 



FEBRUARY, 1796, 175 

feuth of France for the recovery of his health. On 
the road he dines with a gentleman, and lies with 
his wife. As he was returning back he debated 
with, himfelf whether he fhould pay this lady a fe- 
<^>nd vifit or not ; but, fearing he might be tempted 
to feduce her daughter alfo, virtue got the better, 
and determined the little darling to fly home inta 
the arms of his mamma ; but, alas ! thofe arms 
yrere filled with another. Mamma's virtue had 
prompted her to take a fubftitute, whom fhe liked 
too well to part with, and our philofopher was 
obliged to fhift for himfelf. I fhould have told the 
reader, that the little darling, while he refided 
^iih his mamma, went to make a tour with a young 
inufician. Their friendfhip was warm, like that ot 
mod young men, and they were, befides, enjoined 
to t^ke particular care of each other during their 
traypls. They travelled on for fome time, agreed 
perfpdlly well, and vowed an everlafting friendlhip 
for e^ch other : but the mufician being one day 
taken in a fit, fell down in the ftreet, which fur- 
niihed the faithful. Roufleau with an opportunity of 
flipping off with fome of his things, and leaving 
him to the mercy of the people in a town where he 
was, a, total firanger. 

We feldom meet with fo much villany in a youth* 
^Jis manhood was worthy of it. He turned apoftate 
a fecand time, was driven from within the walls of 
his native city of Geneva as an incendiary, and an 
apoftle of anarchy and infidelity ; nor did he forget 
how to thieve. At laft the philofopher marries, 
but like a philofopher, that is, without going to 
church. "He has a family of children, and, like a 
kind philofpphicai father, for fear they fhould want 
*fter his death, he fends them to the poor-houfe. 
during his lifetime ! To conclude, the philofopher 
dies, and leaves the philofopherefs, his wife, to the 

protedlioij 
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protection of a friend ; Ihe marries a footman, And 
gets turned out into the ft rect. 

This is a brief flcetch of the life of Jean Jacques 
Roufleau, the oracle of the regenerated French: a 
thief, a whoremaficr, an adulterer, a treacherous 
friend, an unnatural father, and twice an apoftate. 
There want only about a hundred murders to make 
him equal to the immortal Marat, whom we have 
fcen compared to Jefus Chrift. This vile wretch 
has the impudence to fay, in the work that contains 
a confeflion of thefe bis crimes, that no man can 
come to the throne of God and fay, I am a tester 
man than Rvujfeau. 

His writings, though they have very great literary 
merit, contain fuch principles as might be expe&ed 
from fuch a man : he has exhaufied all the powers 
of reafoning and all the charms of eloquence in the 
caufe of anarchy and irreligion : and his writings 
are fo much the more dangerous, as he winds him- 
felf into favour with the unwary, by an eternal cant 
about virtue and liberty. He feems to have aflumed 
the malic of virtue for no other purpofe than that of 
propagating with more certain fuccefe the blacked 
and moft incorrigible vice *. 

This 



* Two philofophers can feldom agree more than two perfooi 
of any other profeffion : foit happened with Voltaire and Rot/Jfia*. 
The humorous prophetic fat ire of the former, occailoned by the 
publication of RouJJcaus romance, the New Eloifa, is fo well 
worthy of a place here, that I cannot deny myfelf the pleafureof 
tranflating an extract or two from it. 

•• In thofe days there will appear in France a wonderfiiLman. 
He will fay unto the people. Behold, I am poflefled by the demon 
of enthuiiafm ; 1 have received from Heaven the gift of paradoxic 
cal inconfiftency ; and the light-heeled multitude will dance after 
him, and many will adore him. And he wil) fay, You are al 
ra&als and proflitutes, and I detefl rafcals and proftitutes, and 
come to live amongft you. And he will add, The men and worn* 
are all virtuous in the republic of Geneva, where I was horn ; a' 
I love virtuous men and women, and 1 will not live in the coun f 
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This was the man and the writer that the Confti- 
tuent Affembly held up to the imitation and even 
adoration of the poor deluded French people. The 
-afhes of this thieving philofopher coft the nation al- 
fnoft two thoufand guineas in debates. 

Thofe who know what power novelty has on the 
French/ with what enthuiiafm, or rather fury, they 
adopt whatever is in vogue, may guefs at the effect- 
that this philoibphical canonization of Rouffeau 
•produced. Every thing was a la Rouffeau ; his works 
were hawked about, mouthed in the National Af- 
fembly (often by thofe who underftood them not), 
recommended in all the prints* and fpouted at the 
■fans-culotte clubs. His old boorifli fayings became 
♦he liveliefl; traits of wit — all his manners were imi- 
tated ;, to be crufly and ill-bred was like Jean 
Jacques ; and, what .was particularly offenfive to 
every juft mind, his loathibme down-looking por- 
trait, that portrait which feems to be the cholen 
feat of guilt, was feen at every corner and in every 
hand. 

Having thus prepared the public mind, the Af- 
lembly made a bold attach on the Church. They 
difcovered, by the light of philofophy, that France 
contained too many churches, and, of courfe, too 

where I was born. He will proteft that the playhoufe is a fchool 
of profttftftion and corruption; and he will write operas, and 
plays r He will advife mankind to go ftark-naked, and he will wear 
jaced clothes when given unto him. He will fwear that romances 
^corrupt the morals of all v#\o read them, and he will compofe a 
. romance ; and in this romance will be feen vice in deeds and vir- 
tue in words, and the lovers will be mad with love and with philo- 
fophy ;' and this romance will teach how to feduce a young girl 
philofophically ; and the difciple will lofe s\\ fhame and modefty : 
and (lie will pradfcifc fooliflMief's, and raife maximsand paradoxes 
with "her matter; and fhe will kiP? firft, and afk him to lie with 
her, and he will actually lie with her, and ihe will become round 
and pregnant with mctaphyfics. And this they will call philofo- 
phy and virtue ; and they wiil-taJk about philofophy and virtue till 
do foul on earth will know what philofophy and virtue is." 
vol. in. n many 
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many paftors. Great part of them were therefore 
to be fupprefled, and, to make the innovation gd 
down with the people, all tithes were to be abo- 
lifhed. The meafures fucceeded ; but what did the 
people gain by tne abolition o( the tithes ? Not a 
farthing ; for a tax of twenty per cent, was imme- 
diately laid on the. lands in confequence of it. The 
cheat was not perceived till it was too late. 

But the abolition of the tithes, the only motive of 
which was to debate the Clergy in the opinions of 
the people, was but a trifle to what was to follow. 
The religious orders, that is to fay, the communi- 
ties of monks and nuns, poflefled immenfe landed 
eftates, and thefe the honeft Aflembly had marked 
for their own. As a pretext for the feizure, they 
firft decreed that the wealth of the religious orders 
belonged to the nation, to that indefinite being 
that exifts every where and no where, and that has 
devoured all without receiving any thing. 

As this a& of feizing the eftates of the regular 
clergy was one of thofe that gave a decifive blow to 
the property as well as religion in France, and one 
that has received the greateft applaufes in this coun- 
try, I (hall enter a little at length on the flagrant in- 
justice of it. Nor is the fubjedl inapplicable! to our- 
felves ; for, though there are no religious orders in 
America, there are many people of property ; and it 
is of a violation of property that I here charge the 
Aflembly. 

How the eftates of the religious orders became 
the property of a certain fomebody called the nation, 
in 1 79 1, is to me wholly inconceivable* feeing that 
there never was a time when they belonged to that 
fociety of men now called the French. Great part 
of the monafleries had been founded five, fix, feveti 
hundred years, and fome above a thoufand years, 
before the moft worthlefs of the French took it into 
their heads to be fo many fovereigns. The founders 

were 
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>NCtt men of pious and auftere lives, wh6, wifhing 
to retire from the world, obtained grants of unculti- 
vated land, generally in fome barren and folitary 
fpot. There they formed little miferable fettle- 
ments, which, by their frugality and labour, in 
time became rich meadows, farms, a;: J vineyards. 
A French hiftorian, fpeaking of St, Etienne, fays: 
u In 1058 he retired to Citeaux, then a vaft foreft, 
u inhabited only by wild beafts. Here, with the 
u help of his followers, he built a monaftery of the 
" wood of the foreft ; but,' at firft, it was no more 
xc than a group of fhabby huts. Every thing bore 
"the marks of extreme poverty: the crofs was of 
€€ wood, the cenfers of copper, and the candleflicks 
" of iron. All the ornaments were of coarfe woollen 
" or linen. Labour was the only means of iub- 
€€ fiftence with the monks of Citeaux. For many 
€S years bread was their only food, and they wens 
u often reduced to a fcarcity of even that.'* 

In time this foreft became a cultivated and flourifh- 
ing eftate, and the fucceflbrs of the firft proprietors 
were not only at* their eafe, but even rich. The 
monaftery, which was at firft but a clump of ill— 
ihaped huts, built with the limbs of trees, bark, and 
turf, was become a magnificent pile. The church 
yra& beautiful beyond defcription. Inftead of wood, 
and copper, and iron, the fymbols of religion and 
the facred vafes were now of gold, filver, and pre- 
cious ftones. This abbey, at the time of the feizure 
by the Conftituent Affembly, had an annual revenue 
t>f 120,000 French livres, or about 6000 pounds 
fterling. 

Now I aik any honed man, was thfe the pro- 
perty of the French nation, or not ? By what rule 
of right, by what principle of law or juftiqe, could 
this eftate belong to any other than the lawful fuc- 
ceflbrs of the firft proprietors ; that is to fay, the 
pofleflbrs at the epoch of the feizure ? No title ever 
n 2 framed 
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framed by man could be fo good as theirs. The 
community at Citeaux had rieVer ceafed to exift, nor 
for a fingle moment ceafed to keep poffrfBon of their 
abbey and its dependencies. They had firft ob- 
tained a lawful grant of the land, had cleared, cuU 
tivated, and enriched it* and had enjoyed an unin- 
terrupted poffeffion during the fpace o:* feven hun- 
dred and thirty -two years ; but, at the vend of the 
enlightened eighteenth century, the Age of Reafon, 
up itarts a horde of lazy, worthlefs ruffians, calling 
themfelves the nation, and lay claim to their efiates ! 
Bulteau, in fpeakingof St. Benedi£l, fays: " The 
" bodily labour ordered by this wife founder, was a 
ic fource of peace and tranquillity to the firft monks, 
" and of opulence to their fucceflbrs. The monaf- 
« teries were long an afylum to thofe Chriftian^ who 
" fled from the oppreflions of the Goths and Van- 
" dais. The little learning that remained in the 
cc barbarous and dark ages was preferved in the cloif- 
*' ters. It is to them we owe all the moft precious 
" remains of antiquity, as well as many modern ii>- 
t( ventions." Indeed, under the great Difpoferof all 
events, it is to them we owe that we are Chriftians ; 
"that we poffefs the word of God, our guide to eter- 
nal life. They not only preferved this ineftimable 
volume, but fpread it in every country in the world. 
Without their agency, our anceftors might have con- 
tinued Pagans ; nay, we ourfelves, perhaps, might 
Dow have been facrificing our children in the hollow 
of a wicker idol. Every man of any reading 
knows, that the monafteries have contiuued to en- 
rich the world with learned and ufeful produdions. 
Some of the writings that do the greateft honopr to 
the French nation, and to the human mind, have 
iffued from the cloifter. And yet we have^feea 
thefe men robbed of their efiates, dripped of even 
their furniture and their veftments, driven from be- 
neath their roofs, hunted like wild beafts ; and, wh#t 

' 1 am 
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I am afhamed to fay, many of us have had the folly, 
or rather bafenefe, to applaud their unprincipled and 
blood-thirfty purluers *. 

Wc are told that the monks were become too rich. 
Indeed this was their great offence in the eyes of an 
Aflembly, whofe motto was, "War to the rich, 
w and peace to the cottager." But we have fcer* 
that the -foundation of thefe riches was laid by the 
labour of their predecefibrs, and we may obferve 
that they were augmented, not by oppreffion, as has 
been falfely aflerted, but by a prudent management 
of their eftates* Thoie communities that cultivated 
their own lands, were noted for the excellent man- 
ner of their cultivation, and for the fuperior quality 
of their produce; and thofe that rented out their 
farms let them at a low rate, fo as to enable the 
farmer to enrich the land at the fame time that he 
coriched himfelf. It was by fuch means that their 
$ftates became the mod valuable in the country ; a> 
circumftance that poor fhallow-headed Paine has 
« > ■ > ■ — ' • ■ '■■»■> .... 

* I cannot help obferv'mg here, that thefe unjuft and inhuman 
*ppiauders have not always been confined to the mob. " Atz 
Oration on the Pnfgrefs of Reafen" delivered at a public com- 
mencement in the Univerfity of Cambridge, Maflachufetts, on 
the 18th of July> 1792, contains a 1 philippic againft the injured 
French Monarch and Clergy, the moft illiberal that ever -difgraced 
the lips of a petulant, felf-iufficient pedant. The Orator difco vers 
but little knowledge of any branch of hisiubject, and more parti- 
cularly of the character of Louis XVI, of that of the French 
Clergy, and of the nature of the old Government ; againft all 
which he run* on in a ftrain of invective, more refembling the 
brutal abufivenefs of Calvin, than any thing we ought to expect to 
Jiear from the chair of a feminary, at the clofe of the enlightened 
eighteenth century. Like many others, this Orator looked upon 
the French revolution as happily terminated ; as the dawn of uni- 
rerfaJ peace, liberty, and virtue : he has Once had time to fee his 
irror, to fee the effects of his u Progrefs of Reafon," fome of 
which I have related in the former part of this tract ; if fre be 
candid, therefore, he will publicly retract this error. If he fliould 
not do this, I (hall take the liberty, one of thefe days, of con- 
vincing him that he has erred* 

N 3 brought 
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brought againft them as a heinous offence. They 
were gentle, humane matters and landlords : a man 
looked upon his fortune as made, when hi became 
the tenant of a religious order. 

And how were thefe riches fpent ? Not in horfes 
and coaches : people ihut up in a cloifler had no ufe 
for thefe. Not in balls and plays ; for there they 
could never appear. Not in rich attire and coftly 
repafts ; for the greater part of them were clothed 
worfe than common beggars, and were forbidden 
the ufe of meat, and even of wine, the common 
drink of their country. Their riches did not go to 
aggrandize their families ; becaufe, as no individual 
could poffefs any thing, fo he could bequeath or 
difpofe of nothing. Who, then, profited from thefe 
riches ? Go afk the poor, who were happy in the 
neighbourhood of their convents. Go alk the aged, 
the infirm, the widow, and the orphan ; and alk them 
too, what aid and confolation they have received 
from the thieving philofophers of the revolution. 

This charge of being too rich, is the moft abfurd 
as well as the moft vile that could poflxbly be in- 
vented. Do we fay to a man, who has acquired an 
immenfc fortune by the labour of bis father, or by 
any other means, You are too rich, and therefore 
your property belongs to the nation ? There is a 
community at Bethlem, very much refembling 
thofe we have been fpeaking of. What fliould we 
think of a fcoundrel legiflator, who fliould prcrpofe 
to ftrip thefe people of their property, and turn them 
out to beg their bread, merely becaufe the value of 
their lands is increafed ? Such was he who firft 
propofed the feizure of the church lands ip France. 

Some of the convents in France had been founded 
by lay perfons, upon fueh and fuch conditions ; ancj 
in cafe of failure on the part of the community, the* 
property was to revert to the heirs of the donor.r-i 
Foundations of this kind were exactly refembling 

thQfe 
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thofe we frequently fee among us, of hofpitals, fe- 
minaries, &c. and the deeds were flill in exiftence 
at the time of the feizure ; but an Aflembly that 
paid no refpeft to a right of prefcription, founded on 
a thoufand years of uninterrupted poffefiion* could 
not be cxpe&ed to pay attention to the contents of a 
bit of old parchment. 

We ought not to be aftonifhed at hearing the au~ 
tfaor of The Age of Reafon attempt to juftify this a<9: 
of impudent fraud ; but let us fee how his doctrine 
would fuit, if applied to ourfelves : for this is the 
only way to determine on its merits. Suppofe (which 
God forbid!) the principles of the French revblu-* 
tion fhould be adopted by our Legiflature, and they 
fhould declare all the meeting-houfes, feminaries, 
hofpitals, &c. together with the eftates which have 
been left for their fupport, the property of the nation ; 
how fhould we receive this ? Suppofe an army of 
cut- throats fhould be fent to the Friends' meeting- 
houfe, and thrufl them out with the point of the bay- 
onet ; fuppofe another fhould go to the epifcopal 
church, drive the congregation from the altar, flrip 
the minifler of his caffock, feize on the facramental 
cup, and turn the church into a ftable ; I alk, how 
ihould we like this ? — But, we are told, there is a 
vaft difference ; that the monks were fuperflitious 
drones, ufelefs to fociety. Ah ! let us beware. Let 
us take care not to condemn, becaufe we are Pro- 
teftants, a religion that differs from our own in form 
only ; a religion that has yet more votaries than any 
other Chriftian profeffion can boaft of. And as to 
the religious orders being ufelefs to fociety, we have 
no proofs of this, but ftrong presumptive ones to the 
contrary ; for we know that France was great and 
happy, that it had been increaiing in extent, wealth, 
and population, fince the exiftence of thofe commu- 
nities. However, I can by no means take upon me 
to prove the public utility of the monadic life ; ppr 
»4 is 
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is it neceffary ; for if no man is to poffefc property, 
unlefs he can prove his utility to fociety, I am afraicl 
that few of us would be fceurtf. How many hundreds 
Of proprietors do we fee, who are much worfo than 
.tffelefs to fociety ! Surely the public is as much be-i 
nefited by a man who fpends his life in a convent, as. 
by one who fpends it in a tavern, at a billiard-rtable, 
or in a playhoufe. Thoufands and thoufands there 
are who never worked a ftroke nor ftudied a fingle 
hour ; vegetating mortals, who feem to live only ta 
eat and drink, and be carried about. Yet we have 
never thought of feizing their eflates. No ; utility, 
or inutility, has nothing to do with the matter ; the 
queftion before us is a fimple queftion of right-rm 
Whether monks were neceffary or ufeful in France^ 
or not ? We know there were fuch people, and that 
they pofleffed property legally acquired ; and every 
honeft man, capableof diftinguifhing between right? 
and wrong, will hold in abhorrence the Aflembly 
that dared to rob them of it. 

When we hear of fuch crying ails of injuftice as. 
this, we are naturally led to inquire who were the 
firft promoters of them. The reader will be aTto-. 
nilhed to hear, that the decree for this national rob*- 
bery was firft propofed by a Bifhop. Of a hundred 
and thirty-eight French Biihops, there were only 
four to be found who would give their approbation 
to this deed, and one of thefe four was he who prow 
poled the decree. The Abbe Barruel fpeaks of hint 
in the following terms : u The Affembly thought it 
* c high time to eonfummate their defigns upon the 
" Church, by feizing what ltiJl remained* of its. 
^ poffeffions. This meafure was fo evidently cqen. 
* c trary to. every principle of juftice and common: ho*. 
" nefty, that it was not eafy to find a maa fo totally 
'f loft to every ientiment of humanity as. to bring it 
iC forward. This fecond Judas was at laft found in 
& the College- of the Apoftl^s* This was TaJteyran4 

' *' Ferigorcjj 
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* c Perigord, Bifhop of Autun. This Perigord pof- 
*£ feflld ail the bafenefs, all the vices of a Jew."-— 
See Hift. of the French. Clergy, page 15. 

To obtain the fau£ion of the people to this a<ft, 
tbey were told that the wealth of the Church would, 
act only pay off the national debt, but render taxes. 
m future una£ceflary« No deceptjqo was ever fo 
barefaced as this ; but even this was not wanted 1 
for the people themfelves had already begun to taite. 
the fweets of plunder. Avarice tempted the trading 
part of the nation to approve of the raeafurc. At 
the time of paffing the decree they were leen among 
the firft to applaud it. They faw an eafy mean of 
obtaining thole fine rich eftates, the poffeffion of 
which they had, perhaps, long coveted. In vaii^ 
they were told, that the purchafer would partake in 
the infamy of the robbery ; that,, if the title of the 
Communities could not render property fecuje, that 
lame property could never be fecure under any title 
the plunderers could give. In vain were they told* 
that ia fandtioning the feizure of the wealth of 
others, they were fan&ioning the feizure of their 
awn, whenever that aR-devouring roonftcr, the fo- 
vereign people, fbould call on them for it. In vain 
were they told all this; they purchafed; they faw 
with pleafure the plundered Clergy driven from their 
dwellings ; but fcarcely had they taken pofleiiion of 
their ill-gotten wealth, when not only that, but the 
remains of their other property, were wrenched from 
them. Since that we have fcen decree upon decree 
launched forth againft the rich : their account-books 
bare been fubmitted to public examination; they 
have been obliged to give drafts for the funds they. 
poflefied even in foreign countries ; all their letters 
have been intercepted and read. How" many hun* 
dreds of them have we fcen led to the fcaffold,. 
merely becaufe tbey were proprietors of what their 
#) vereign Hood. in need of ! Thefc were a6ls of un- 
exampled 
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examptecHyranhy ; but as they refpe&ed the perfons 
who applauded the feizure of the eftates of the Church, 
they were perfe&ly ju/l. Several of tbefe avaricious 
purchafers have been murdered within the walls of 
thofe buildings, whence they had aflifted to drive 
the lawful proprietors : this was ju/l : it was the 
meafure they had meted to others. They ihared the 
fete of the injured Clergy, without fharing the pity 
whi6h that fate excited. When dragged forth to 
Slaughter in their turn, they were left without even 
the right of complaining : the laft (lab of the aflaffin 
was accompanied with the cutting reflection that it 
vsa&jidft. 

I have dwelt the longer on this fubje&, as it is f 
perhaps, the mod finking and moft awful example 
of the confequences of a violation of property, that 
the world ever faw. Let it ferve to warn all thofe 
who wifti to raife their fortunes on the ruin of others, 
that fooner or later their own turn mud come. 
From this a£t of the Conftituent Affembly we may 
date the violation, in France, of every right that men 
Ought to hold dear. Hence the feizure of all the 
gold and filver, as the property of the nation ; hence 
the law preventing the fon to claim the wealth of his 
father; hence the abominable tyranny of requifi- 
tions ; -and hence thoufands and thoufands of the 
murders that have difgraced unhappy France. 

Since the feizure of the Church eftates there has 
not, in fadt, been any fuch thing as private property 
in France ; for, though the Conftituent Affembly 
did not pafs a decree of this import, they knew per* 
feftly well how to pafs decrees and eftablifh regular 
tions amounting to the fame thing. Some of their 
enormous contributions on the rich were called pa-> 
triotic gifts ; but he who refufed to pay the gifts in- 
ferted in the lift, knew he had but a few hours to live. 
The money and jewels depofited at the bar of thp 
Aflfenjbly and on the altar of the country, amounted 
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to iftimenfe fums. Thefe were held out as a proof 
of a general approbation of their meafares ; but had 
the Affembly been candid, they would have confefled 
that thefe offerings were the pureeffeft of fear, of a 
panic that had feizfed all the proprietors in the nation, 
and that each giveiCs hatred to their caufe might btf 
meafured by the furi)i he depolited. It was not a grate-* 
ful free-will offering, but a facrifice that the trenw 
Wing wretch came to offer at the fhrine of tyranny, 
in order to fave.his houfe from the flames, or his 
own head, or that of fome dear relation or parent, 
from the fcaffold. Could a man, reduced to adts 
like this, be faid to poffefs any thing ? 

The fucceflbrs of the Constituent Affembly laid 
afide the mafk, as no longer neceffary. On the 13th 
of March, 1 794, all the merchants of Bourdeaux 
(known for one of the raofl infamoufly patriotic 
towns in the kingdom) were arretted in one day, 
and condemned, in prefence of the guillotine, to a 
fine of one hundred millions of French livres, upwards 
of four millions fterling. On the 18th of April, the 
rich Banker, LaBorde, after having purchafed his life 
eight times, was guillotined, and the remainder of 
his riches confifcated. Oh the 10th of May, twenty- 
feven rich Farmers-general were executed, becaufe 
they had amaffed riches under the monarchy. Finally, 
on the 27th of June, all property, of whatever de- 
fcription, was decreed to belong to the nation, and was 
put in a ftafe of requifition accordingly, as the per- 
fms of tlje whole of the inhabitants had been before. 

The milk-and-water admirers of the Conftituent 
Affembly pretend to be (hocked at thefe meafures ; 
but what are tbefe meafures more than an improve- 
ment on thofe of that Affembly ? The progrefs was 
not only natural, but even neceffary to the fupport 
of the revolution. Had there been flill Church 
elates to feize, and monks to murder, it is probable 
$J}at the tyrants who h^ye fuccepded the Contfitu-r 
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cnt Affembly, would not have furpaffed "their -pre- 
deceflbrs; but that fource being exhaufted, they 
were obliged to find out others, or return to order and 
obedience. And I Should be glad to know, if the 
property of one individual, or one ibciety, was be- 
come the property of the fovereign people by virtue 
of a decree of one Affembly, why the fame clain* 
ihould not be made to the property of other indivi- 
duals, or other focieties. Npr can I believe* what- 
ever atheifts and deifls may fay to the contrary, 
that it was any more unjuft to guillotine bankers 
and merchants, or even members of the Conftituent 
Affermbly, than to guillotine or maflacre poor, de- 
fencelefe, friendlefs priefts. There is fuch an inti- 
mate connexion between the fecurity of property* 
and that of the perfon to whom that property be- 
longs, that one can never be faid to be fafe, while 
the other is in danger. Tyrant princes, tyrant aflem- 
blies, or tyrant mobs* when once they are fuffercd to: 
take away with impunity the property of the innocent 
roan,, will feel little icruple at takingaway his life alfo- 
Robbery and murder are the natural auxiliaries oi 
each other ; and, with a people rendered ferocious 
and hardened by an infidel- fyftem, that removes alt 
fear of an hereafter* they muft for ever be infe-> 
parable. 

Before the decree was paffed for the affumpticHi of 
the eflatesof the regular Clergy, every calumny tbat 
folfehood could invent, and every vexation that ty-» 
ranny could enforce, were employed to debafe the 
whole body of the Clergy, and the religion they 
taught. Songs and caricatures were fung, or hawked 
about, by fkamelefs flrumpets in the pay of the Af- 
fembly. I n thefe not only the clerical functions* an4 
the lives of the Clergy, were ridiculed* but even the 
life of Jefus-Chrift and the Virgin Mary. The in- 
carnation of our Saviour became the fubje& of a 
farc^ in the fmiitty language of Parifian fifhwomen. 

Who 
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Who were the charadters in this farce, I leave th* 
fhuddering reader to conceive. 

A decree, in form of an invitation*, was iffued, 
for bringing the gold and lilver from the churches 
to the mint. It was well known, thnt there were 
none of thefe metals in the churches, except' the 
▼afes, the crucifixes, and other fymbols,. hitherto 
held lacred. What an effedt the coining up of thefc 
lhuft have on the minds of the giddy multitude, is 
not difficult to imagine. Many, however, even of 
the moft depraved, felt a momentary horror ; but 
this horror the Aflembly knew how to do away. 
Hundreds, I might lay thoufands of abandoned 
fcribblers were employed to propagate the new prin- 
ciples; - Their little filthy ditties were fpread through 
all the departments, at the expenfe of the nation. 
Some of thefe were catechifms in rhyme, in which the 
Gonftitution was fubftituted for* God, the Aflembly 
for, the faints, and both recommended to the adora- 
tion of the French patriots. The Journal, or Letter, 
as it was called, of Pere du Chene, written by one 
Hebert, and of which, it is faid, fifty thoufand 
,. copies vfere ftruck off daily, was fent into the towns 
and villages by the carriers of the decrees of the 
Aflembly. This Hebert, whofe ftrumpet lias fincc 
been adored at Paris as the Goddefs of Reafon, was 
■a profefled atheift. His journal contained the moft 
' outrageous abufe of all that was refpedable and 
facred, interlarded with oaths and execrations with- 
out number. I have one now before me. which has 
•for title: t€ Lettre du veritable Pere du Cheney bougrc- 
4€ merit Patriotic' — in Englifh : " Letter of the true 



* <c Invitations from fuperlors," fays fome one, l€ favour 
** ftrongly of commands." This was fo much the cafe in the pre- 
fent inftance, that the priell who dared to difobey, was fure to 
expiate his difobedience with his life* The magiftfrates often en- 
tered the church and feized the chalices on the altar, during the 
celebration of the mate. Such are revolutionary invitation* ! 

«< Father 
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■•' Father da Chene, b — gerly patriotic.* 1 I wobtd 
here infert.an extrad from this letter ; but I truft 1 
fhall be believed, when I fay, the contents are fully 
anfwcrable to the title. Such were the agents of 
Condorcet and his colleagues : thus did they corrupt 
the morals of the people ; thus did they lead them 
from one degree of vice to another ; thus were they 
hardened up to rob and to murder : and thus did 
the boafted Conflituent Affembly lay the foundation 
of all thofe horrors we have lince heard of. 

The magiftrates in the different municipalities, cho- 
fen from the feu m of the nation, diftributed thefe in- 
fernal writings among the people in theirprecin<Sts,and 
particularly among the young people. If, by chance, 
lbme magiftrate was found too fcrupulous to execute 
their will, means were foon invented to get rid of 
him* Some pretext or other was never wanting to 
excite the mob to put an end to him and his refift- 
ance. Chatel, Mayor of St. Denys, was one of 
this defcription. The mob were told that this man 
was the caufe of the dearnefs of bread. They flew 
to hishoufe, and obliged him to reduce the price ac- 
cording to their will, though it was well known that 
he had not the porter to reduce it at all> unlefs at his 
own expenfe. The rabble were difperfing, but they 
had not fulfilled the bloody wifhesof the revolutionary 
agents, who had nothing lefs in view than the low- 
ering of the price of bread. They were inftigated 
to return to the unfortunate magiftrate. Firft they 
attempted to hang him ; but, wearied with his refift- 
ance, one of them took out his knife, and cut his 
bead partly off, while feveral others pricked him 
with their bayonets.. The unhappy vi&ira was ftill 
alive after the back of his neck was cut afunder, 
and was heard to groan out, €C For Heavens fake kill 
"me I kill me! you make me fug er too long!" The 
fanguinary villain, who had begun to cut his head 
off, now threw away his knife, and borrowed that 

of 
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of his comrade, with which he finiftied the work. 
When he found that his own knife was not fufficient, 
he laid with a cool indifference, " Lend me voter 
€€ knife y for mine is not worth a curfe." That wnich 
was lent him, was a little twopenny knife with a 
wooden handle. During this time, other aflaflins 
gave him feverai flabs with their knives in the belJy 
and ftomach : one of them turned his knife flowly 
in the flank of the dying man, and faid to him, 
laughing, " Does that enter well? Don t you find the 
" daylight peep into you?" — He at lafi: expired, after 
the moll inconceivable torments. His body was 
dragged along the llreetsof St. Denys, with his head 
tied to his feet. A refolution of the town has fince 
declared him innocent of any offence whatever: he had 
given abundant afliftance to the poor the winter be- 
fore : the diminution he had juft made in the price 
of bread was at his own expenfe ; and this barba- 
rous punifhment was his recompenfe. His wife 
went diftra&ed, and has ever fince been in a mad- 
houfe. His afiaffins obtained pardon from the Af- 
fembly ; a circumftance much, lefs furprifing than 
that they fhould think it neceffary to afk it. — See 
Du Cour's Memoire, page 57. 

Examples of this kind, and fuch were wanting ia 
very few parts of the country, could not fail to en- 
fure an implicit obedience on the part of the mat 
giftrates. 

The debafement of religion was nearly completed 
by the public fale of the fupprefled churches and 
monafteries. The grofleft indecency prefided at all 
thefe demoniac fcencs. When the vile agent of the 
Affembly, hammer iq hand, had exhaufted his auc- 
tioneer rhetoric, in recommending a church as an ex r 
cellent barn, ftable, or playhoufe, it was knocked 
down to the bafe and avaricious fpeculator, while 
the hireling mob fhouted applaufe. The church of 
Aldegone, at St. Omer's (I love to cite inftances), 
1 the 
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the higheftin that ancient town, and for hundreds ojf 
years the pride of its inhabitants, was fold to a Jew 
of Dunkirk, for the pitiful fum of 20,000 French 
livres in affignats, not more than aoo pounds iter* 
ling, nor half the coft of one of the pillars. This * 
beautiful edifice, by the fpire of which the town 
was known at a great diftance, had been chofen for 
deflru&ion, that the humiliation of religion might 
be the niore finking. It met with iuch treatment as 
might be expe&ed from the hands of an infidel. Its 
lofty fpire was tumbled to the earth in lefs than a 
month ; the body of the church was turned into a 
rope- walk ; and the Jew proprietor, to Gompletc the 
degradation of Chriflinnity, left a reprefentation of 
the Lord's Supper uneffaced in the chancel. What 
mtrft he the grief, what the indignation of the think- 
ing and pious part of the inhabitants of St. Omer's, 
thus to fee their favourite church, thefandtuary of 
their God, and the God of their fathers, delivered, 
for a bundle of depreciated paper- money, into the 
hands of a defcendant of the murderers of Him to 
whofe worfhtp it was confecrated ! 

To give the reader a juft idea of the ribaldry, of 
the fcenes of brutal impiety, exhibited at the pillage 
of the convents, is totally impoffible* A dozen or 
two of carts rattling along with a Commiffary at 
their he&d, followed by an efcort of raggamuffins, 
decorated with a bit of three-coloured riband, and 
armed with hammers, axes, crow-bars, andfpades, 
generally formed the corps for fuch an expedition. 
Hardly were the doors opened, when the vaults 
rang with their hammering and their oaths. In a 
few hours the whole was gutted. The decorations 
of the. alter, the pricfis' veflments, ftatuejs, pic- 
tures, books, manuicripts, the moft precious pieces 
of antiquity, the productions of long and laborious 
lives of ftudy, were hauled away as fo. much rub- 
bifh. The paintings on the doors, walls, ceilings, 
2 an 4 
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and other fixtures, were effaced or dis/igured : the 
fury of the enlightened ruffians defcended even to 
the graves of the deceafed fathers. 

At the expulfionof thenuns* the conduct of the 
revolutionifts was, if poffible, flill more fwinifh 
and cruel. While the gibing Commiflary pulled 
afide their veils to examine their faces, his black* 
guard attendants congratulated them on the plea- 
fares they were going to enjoy in the world, and this 
iii a language calculated to raife a blufh on the 
cheek of a common fl reet- walker. They feemed to 
enjoy their tears, and even to make fbme facfifices 
to augment them. Had any one a piece of needle- 
work which fhe wiflied to preferve, it was rent to 
pieces before her face. A finging-bird that had the 
ihisfortune to have been the companion of the foli- 
tary hours of its miftrefs, was fure to be taken from 
, her and killed. To thefe deje&ed and defencclefs 
females every infult and indignity was offered, not 
forgetting the laft of which beaftly libertines can be 
guilty. 

In a country where the crucifix was Cent to the 
mint ; where churches were put up at au&ion ; where 
the half- worn caflbek, the furplice, and the veil, 
made part of the aflbrtment of a dealer in old 
clothes, and were expofed to public fale on the 
market-place ; where the minifters of the Gofpel 
were fcoffed at, reviled, and frequently murdered 
with as little ceremony as one would kill a dog; 
where the moft daring blafphemies were uttered and 
published, and fpread through the country, not only 
with the permiflion of its governors, but by their 
direction ; in a country where all this was prac- 
tifed, religion could not be of long duration. Re- 
ligion, and even the Catholic religion, did, how- 
ever, flill fubfift in France, at leaft in form. The 
Aflembly had as yet parted no pofitive decree for its 
abolition. They had robbed the Church, had ftrip- 

vol. in. o , ped 
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ped its altars, and degraded its minifiers ; but fiilt 
the moft pious and active of thofe minifters were 
left in the excrcife of their fun&ions. The paro- 
chial Clergy, though deprived of the tithes, had a 
flipend allowed them. They yet remained with 
their parifhioners, many of whom, indeed nearly 
all the elderly and fober part of them, continued as 
firmly attached to their paftors, as at any former 
period. 

Things were not differed to remain long in this 
ftate. The Conflituent Affembly well knew, that 
they and religion could never exift for any length of 
time in the fame country. The parochial Clergy 
were men of talents and induftry. They generally 
decided all the little difputes between their pa- 
rifhioners ; v to which amiable capacity they often 
joined that of phyfician or furgeon ; and thefe their 
beneficent fervices were always rendered without fee 
or reward. Even the atheifts and deifts themfelves 
had repeatedly acknowledged their virtuous mo- 
defty, and the great utility they were of to the com- 
munity at large. Such a body of men, immove- 
ably attached to the religion they taught, was truly 
formidable to the new tyrants. Religion had re- 
ceived a fevcre blow ; but if thefe men retained 
their cures, it might recover. Nay, what was ftill 
more dreadful, the monarchy itfelf might recover 
along with it ; and it is not difficult to conceive, 
how an idea like this muft haunt the minds of the 
pupils of the favage and imperious Diderot, who 
hoped to fee " the laft of kings firangled with the 
" guts of the laft of priefts." In fhort, the paro- 
chial Clergy were the only men on earth they had 
now to fear, and thefe they got rid of by a ftrata- 
gem worthy of an Affembly, the leaders of which 
joined to the moft hardened wickednefs the pro- 
foundeft diflimulation. 

They 



FEBRUARY, 1796- tg$ 

they laid afide the Rights of Man, together with 
the famous Conftitution, from which they took -the 
adjundt to their name, and which we have fince 
feen burnt by the hands of the common hangman 
(or rather common guillotinet), in that very city of 
Paris, where it had been iffued amidft theapplaufes, 
and even adorations of the populace. They laid 
afide the difcuflion of this inftrument of fhortlived 
and ridiculous memory, to draw up another, which 
they werepleafed to call " the Civic Conftitution of 
the Clergy." They were conftitution-mad, abfo- 
lutely frantic. 

It might be fufficient to fay of this latter conftitu- 
tion, that it was juft as fubverftve of religion as the 
other conftitution was of every principle of govern- 
ment and found policy. They knew it to be in diredl 
oppofition to the very uatnre of the Catholic reli- 
gion : yet they had the aflurance to tell the people, 
that it was not ; they even went fo far as to proteft, 
that they would live and die in the religion of their 
forefathers, at the very moment when they .were 
taking the fureft meafure in the world for destroying 
it. They were led to this hypocritical declaration 
from a fear that the body of the people were not yet 
ripe for a total abolition of religion ; and, as we 
fhall fee in the fequel, this fear was not entirely un- 
founded. By perfuading the people that nothing 
was intended againft their faith, they had an addi- 
tional handle againft the Clergy, by reprefenting 
them as unfriendly to their " Civil Conftitution," 
merely becaufe it was ncceflary to the fupport of the 
Rights of Man. 

This inftrument did not, however, pafs into a 
law without confiderable refiftance. There were 
yet fome honeft: and virtuous men even among the 
members of the Conftituent Aflembly. Thefe had 
remained with them, not to aid in overturning the 
Government, and effedting the dreadful revolution 

o a that 
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that has fincc rendered the country a (laughter- 
houfe, but to oppofe the deftru6tive meafures of the 
philosophers, and, if poffible, fave the linking 
fiate. ^t the head of thefe was the learned and elo- 

Suent Abbe Maury. He oppofed this u Civil Con« 
itution," with all the powers of n?afoning and all 
^he charts of eloquence : but it was cafting pearls 
before fwine. When was an atheift open to convic- 
tion ? The. decree pafled, and was foon after fol- 
lowed by another, obliging the Clergy to fwear to 
obferve and maintain the " Civil Confiitution." 
This oath they could not take without breaking that 
which they had taken at entering into the prieft- 
hood ; and that the Aflembly had every reafon to 
fuppofe they would not do. Whether they did or 
not, however, the end of their tyrants was anfwer- 
ed : if they refufed, they were to be driven from 
their livings ; if they complied, they muft be look- 
ed upon as apofiates, and be deferted by all thole 
who were ftill attached to them. In either cafe the 
tottering remains of religion muft come to the 
ground. The Clergy, and indeed the whole nation, 
and all Europe, faw the real objedl of this inhuman 
and impious decree ; but the Aflembly, furrojunded; 
with their enlightened myrmidons, the Parifian mob^ 
bid defiance to earth and Heaven. 

Generally fpeaking, the Clergy were refolved not 
to take thq oath. " Lofe uo time/* faid the Abbe 
Maury, " in the delivery of your challenge. By 
" fhedding our blood, you may ingratiate your- 
" felves with your conftituents. Lofe, then, not 
" a tingle moment. Your victims are here ; they 
" are ready. To their torments : add not that of 
" fufpenfe. Why not vote at once for our cxecu- 
" tion, glut your hatred, apd, quench for a little, 
" your thirft for blood? Haften, I fay, while the 
" power is in your hapds ; for remember* I ngtw 
" ibretel, your reign will be of Jhort duration" 

% This 



FEBRUARY, 1396. 197 

This prophetic addrefs> which we have feen fo 
fully verified, ferved only to inflame. Eight days 
only were given the Clefgy to determine on complU 
ance orrefufal, during which no ftraftagem that ba(b 
dnd degenerate tyranny could devife, was left uneA 
fayed to intimidate them. This was ever their prac- 
tice, when they had an important blow to ftrike. 
Rochefoucault, formerly a duke, declared, at the 
time the decree for the feizure of the monasteries 
was under deliberation, that " the lives of the bi/hops 
" and priefls, in the AJJembly, defended upon the 
s * paffing of it ;" and, in order to filence all thofe 
who oppofed it, a lift of their names was ftuck up 
on the walls, with a promife of a reward of 
" twelve hundred livrcs to any patriot who would af- 
" fajirtate them' 9 '— According to this laudable cuf- 
tom, thisinftance of French liberty, when the day 
for taking the oath, or, as it was well termed, 
" the forfwearing day," arrived, the Aflembly took 
care to call in the aid of the fifli women and mob. 
€C To the lamp-pofi with the nonjuring hi/hops and 
" friefis r was echoed from the flreets-and* tnc gal- 
leries. The ruffians were prepared for murdfer, and 
were howling for their prey, like lb itoariy wolves 
round a Iheepfold. 

Let the reader imagine himlelf in the fituation of 
one of thefe unfortunate clergymen; an oath of 
apoftacy before him, and a halter behind his back ;> 
and then let him give me his opinion of the Aig fas of 
Man. 

This did not intimidate the Clergy ; only thirty of 
whom could be prevailed ori to fubmit, and thefe 
were already ltnown to have abandoned their reli- 
gion. When the oath was tendered Jo' the Biftiop 
pf Agen, " Gentlemen, " fays he, " I lament, nd# 
V the lofs of my fortbne ; but there is another lofs 
"which I ftiould' ever lament, the lofs of your 
«' efteeinarid my faith. I could not fail to lofe 

03 « both, 
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" both, if I took the oath now propofed to me." 
The old Bifhop of Poitiers, fearing he might lofe 
fo fair an opportunity of bearing teftimony of his 
iincerity, advanced to the tribune, and calling on the 
Prefident to command filence ; "Gentlemen," faid 
he, " I am feventy years old ; I have been thirty 
« years abilhop: I will never difgrace my gray hairs 
" by an oath of apoitacy." Upon this manly decla- 
ration of the reverend old prelate, the Clergy rofe 
from their feats, thanked him for his example, and 
told the Affembly he had expreffed their unanimous 
fentiments. 

Not being a Roman Catholic, I hope I {hall be 
excufed, when I freely declare, that 1 much quek 
tion, whether the minifters of any Proteflant com- 
munion, in a moment fo terrible, furrounded with 
afiaffins, and without a (ingle friend, would hare 
fhown fuch a noble intrepidity. " They have loft 
*' their money," faid the profligate Mirabeau, on 
this occafion, " but they have faved their honour *."• 

And, 



* Doctor Prieftley (Fad: Sermon of 1794, page 46) fays, 
** When I was myfelf in France, in 17741 I law fufficient reaiori 
44 to believe, that hardly any ptrfonof eminence, in church or ftate, 
il and efpecialJy ip the leaft degree eminent in philcfophy or lite- 
* 4 ratn re, was a believer in Chriflianity ; and no perlon will fup? 
44 pofe that there has been any change in favour or Chriflianity m 
* 4 the lajl twenty years ." — The Doctor will allow, I luppofe, that 
biibpps are 44 perfons of eminence in the church; 9 * if he does, it 
will appear that he knew but very little of thole of the French 
church, and that he formed a very rafh opinion (to fay the bed oi 
it) concerning their belief in Chriftianity ; tor, of one hundred and 
thirty~eight bifhops, only four, namely, Talleyrand, Brienne, Ja- 
rante, andGober, took the oath of apoftacy. But, he will fay, I 
meant 4< thoie eminent xnfhilojopby and literature,." Ah ! eminent 
in phihfofhy ! here he is right. No, no ; not one of the pbilofo- 
phlcal divines believed in Chriflianity ; they looked upon Chrift 
as the Unitarians do ; that is, as a fort of " teacher :" but, to the 
honour of the French bifliops, there were but four of thefe philoi 
fophers amongft them . .A s to the other hundred and thirty^ they 
have not given a proof pf their belief, I fhould be glad to know 

from, 
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And, if this was the cafe, what had the Aflembly 
done? If, to preferve honour, it was neceifary to re- 
fufe an obedience to their decrees, what fort of de- 
crees muft thofe be ? 

The Aflembly wcredifconcerted by this firm re- 
finance on the part of the Clergy ; they knew the 
Clergy in general would never take the oath, but 
they did not imagine that thofe amongfl: themfelves 
would, amidft the vociferations of their cannibals, 
have the courage to give fuch a pofitive denial. For 
a moment they felt abafhed ; but they were gone 
top far to think of retreating. The apoflate Abbe 
Gregoire, whom we have fince feen amongfl the or- 
ganizers of a Pagan feftival, was, on this occafion, 



from the Do&or, what proof he will pleafe to be fatisfied with. — 
Their refufal to take the oath could be dictated by nothing but 
their belief in Chriftianity, and their determination not to diftio- 
nour it. Had not this been the cafe, they would have taken ihe 
oaths, and preferved their fortunes. They were in a country 
where the mob do not, like thofe of Birmingham, content them- 
felves with the execution of an effigy ; they execute the perfon. 
Yet they remained at their poft : they did not decamp in difguife. 
Even if they efcape the knives of the cut-throats, they know that 
poverty, beggary, a lingering existence, muft be the price of their 
refufal. They could not bring an aft ion againft the city of Paris : 
no damages are granted by a jury in that country. They could 
not pr/ach and prate againfi the Government with impunity ; they 
Could not transfer their property, and emigrate in open day* There are 
fuch things as national guards, municipalities, paflports, halters, 
^aggers, knives, drowning-boats, and the rights of man, in France. 
We h^ve fince feen feveral of thefe bifliops, or men " of eminence 
" in the church," refufe, with the bloody poniards at theft* 
breads, to take this oath. Would they have done this, had they 
been what Doctor Priefticy has reprefented them to be ? — Would 
they have done this, had they been atheifts or deifts ? — Nay, 
would they have done this, had they been Unitarians ? — If we are 
to judge from the conduct of the Doclor, they would not. — I will 
not take upon me to lay, that the philofophical political divine 
meant to propagate an atrocious calumny by this fermon of his : 
I mould only pbferve, that the fermon was preached long after the 
French bifliops had given thefe undeniable proofs of their faith and 
fincerity. 

P 4 chofen 
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chofen to convince the Clergy, that the oath might 
be taken, without any violation of their faith* 
After this, in order to deprive the Clergy of an op- 
portunity of defending their opinions in oppolition 
to the oath, they were ordered to advance and take 
it at once. This decree had no effed : not a man 
advanced. Now the matter was brought to a point : 
the decree for enforcing the o#th muft be repealed, 
or the Clergy muft be driven from their livings, and 
thofe in the Afiembly from their feats. It is hardly 
neceffary to fay that the latter was adopted : one 
tyrannical meafure is the natural and inevitable ^on- 
fequence of another. 

A decree was now paffed for the expulfion qf all 
the nonjuring bifliops and priefts, and for tlie 
choofing of others in their Head. From this day, it 
may be faid, there was no fuch thing as an efta- 
blifhed religion in France. The axe had long been 
laid to the root of the tree ; it was ready to fall, ^nd 
this ftroke levelled it with the earth. 

Had the difpute been about this or that tenet ; 
had the oath been impoled with an intention of ex- 
changing one religion for another, the cafe wpuld 
have been different ; the expulfion might have 
taken place without any very confiderable injury to 
the morals of the people. But the itruggle was 
that of religion againft irreligion, that of Chrifiia- 
nity againft atheifm. 

It was (I hope it is fo no longer), the opinion of 
Do&or Prieftley, and many other phitofqphifal di- 
vines, that any change whatever was preferable to the 
continuation of the Catholic religion in France. 
There is a paflage in Moore's Journal, which, con- 
tains fp cornplete an anfwer to ey^ry thing thef? 
gentlemen have advanced on this.fubje<5l, that \ am 
furprifed, confidcring the principles of the Jpurna^ 
lift, and his companion Lauderdale, that it eypx 
found a place in that volume.' 

The 
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The Do&or, being in Abbeville, met with a Pro- 
teflant clergyman, whom he congratulated on the 
deliverance of himfelf and his brethren from the 
vexation of Romilh perfecution. The clergyman 
feemed to lament, that along with the fpirit of per r 
fecution, that of religion daily diminilhed. " Upon 
<€ which,'* fays the Do&or, " 1 obferved, that, as 
€€ nothing cquld be more oppofite to true religion 
4C than a fpirit of perfecution, the former, it was to 
" be hoped, would return without the latter ; but, 
u in the mean time, the Proteftants were happy in 
" not only being tolerated in the exercife of their 
" religion^, but alfo in being rendered capable of 
4C enjoying every privilege and advantage which the 
<c Catholics themfelves enjoy. 

" We are not allowed thofe advantages, refumed 
" the clergyman, from any regard they bear to our 
<c religion, but from a total indifference to their 
" own* 

€C Whatever may be the caufe, replied I, the ef- 
u fe& is the fame with regard to you. 

u No, faid he, the effe<5l might be better, not 
M only with refpe& to us, but to all France : for the 
u fpirit of perfecution might have difappeared, 
4€ without an indifference for all religion coming in 
" its place : and in that cafe there would have been 
€€ more probability of the true religion gaining 
" ground ; for it is ealier to draw men from an er- 
*f roneous docStrine to a true one, than to imprefs, 
**. the truths of religion on minds which defpife all 
** religion whatever. 

" But though you ipay not be able to make con-.. 
ic verts of them, I replied, ftUl ypu may live happy 
€ *. among them, in the quiet pofleffion of your own 
" religion, and all yoiir other advantages. 

" I dpubt it much, refumed he ; being perfuadedi 
€ f that, in a country where religious fentiments are 
* effaced from the minds of the bulk of the people, 

" crime g 
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" crimes of the dcepefl guilt will prevail in fpite of 
" all the refiraints of law." 

How fully, alas! has the opinion of this good 
clergyman been confirmed ! Here we fee a man 
living upon the fpot, a Frenchman and a Proteflant, 
lamenting the decay of the Catholic religion, and 
trembling for the confequences. This man plainly 
perceived the drift of the philofophical legiflators : 
he faw that the deftrutfion of all religion was their 
objedl, while they pretended to be correcting its 
abufes. Very far was he from faying with our 
zealous reformers, " that any change was preferable 
" to the continuation of popery ;" and yet, I think, 
we ought to allow him to be as much interefted in 
3 change, and as good a judge of its conveniencies 
and inconveniencies, as pcrfons on this fide the fea ; 
except, indeed, that he might not be enlightened by 
the rays of modern philofophy *. 

From this digreffion we muft return to the ex> 



* Some of the French Proteflants, however, differed widely 
from this good man- The Calvinifts of Nimes began maffacreing 
the Catholics at an early period of the revolution, under the pre* 
text that they were arijlocrats. About fix hundred perfons, of 
both fexes and of all ages, were butchered in their houfes, in the 
flreets and public fquares, before they could even fufpect their 
danger. Thefe monfters attacked the convent of the Capuchins, 
forced it open^ and purfued the venerable fathers out of their doi> 
mitories and cells. Five of them were left weltering in their 
blood at the altar's foot. One of thefe, a very old man, craved 
five minutes while he committed his foul to God. The cool and 
deliberate villains granted his requrft. The intended butcher held 
a piftol in one hand, and a watch in the other, and when the five 
minutes were expired, (hot him through the head. — See Hift. of 
the French Clergy , page 71, French edition. 

This fact fully proves that Proteflants can be as cruel as Ca- 
tholics. Let us not, then, imagine that we are fecure from events, 
of this kind, merely becaufe the Catholic religion is not eftablifhed 
here. It was not a zeal for the Calviniftical religion that led 
the Proteflants of Nimes to commit thefe acls of barbarity : their 
knives were pointed, not againft Catholics, as fyxh, byj a$ ar'ifi*\ 
crqts* 

pulfeq 
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pulfed Clergy. The parifh priefls generally followed 
the example of their bifhops in refufing to take their 
oath. Others were, of courfe, appointed to replace 
them. Talleyrand Perigord, whom we have {ecu 
propoling the aflumption of the Church eftates, 
was now become a fort of Pope to the modern 
Church, and was bufily employed laying unholy 
hands on the heads of the new bifhops. Gobet 9 
one of the four bifhops who had forfworn them- 
felves, was rewarded for his apoflacy by the bifhop- 
ric of Paris. Vagabond philofophical abbes, who 
had never been able to obtain admittance into the 
pricfthood under the old government, were now 
not only accepted, but fought after. To thefe were 
added the fecular priefls and monks who had apos- 
tatized. Even the wretches who had been expulfed 
from their cures, or orders, for irregular or criminal 
condudt, were now called in from Germany and the 
Low Countries. What a light mufl it be, to thofe 
who yet preferved fome refpe6t for their religion and 
their country, to fee thefe flrollers, with their flrum- 
pets at their heels, returning to take on them the 
care of the morals and fouls of a numerous people ! 
After all, the number of apoftates was inefficient: 
a great many parifhes remained without any prieft 
at all. 

The inftalment of the new priefls was commonly, 
not to fay always, attended with tumult and vio- 
lence. Many of their .predeceflbrs were knocked 
down, ftabbed, or fhot, at their church doors, the 
day, or day after, they had refufed to conform. 
The prieft of the village of Spet-Saux, while he was 
explaining to his parifhioners his reafons for refufing 
to take the oath, received a mufket-ball in his 
breaft, and tumbled dead from the pulpit into the 
aifle. 

Where there was no refiflance but on the part of 
{he prieft, an affaffination put an end to the ftrug- 

gle : 
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gle: but, in fomc places, the refiftance was more 
general. The parifhioners were divided ; one part 
the champions of the apoftate, and the other thofe 
of the old priefl. Church-time was the moment 
for deciding thefe disputes, and the churchyard the 
field .of a&ion. Thefe affrays were often bloody; 
victory fometimes leaned to the fide of juftice ; but, 
as the apoftate appeared in perfon at the head of 
his troops, as be had the young people generally on 
his fide, and always the mob and municipal officers, 
with their national guards, he feldom failed to keep 
the field* Some of thefe wretches have been feen 
coi[>ducled to the altar to the found of drums and 
trumpets, at the very moment when their partifans 
were murdering on the outfide of the church. 

The expelling of the parochial Clergy tried tfce 
real fentiments of the body of the French people., 
more than any one ad of their tyrants ever did, be- 
fore or fince. Generally fpeaking, the trial was 
honourable to them ; for, if we except Paris, and 
fome other places immediately under the influence 
of the revolutionary clubs, they wifhed to retain, 
their ancient paftors, and did not fcruple to declare 
that wilh, notwithstanding the vociferations of 
hundreds of mob in the pay of the Afiembly ; not- 
withftanding all thofe petty aflemblies of fubaltera 
tyrants, called municipal officers, who came to 
order them to receive an apoftate in the name of tie 
taw ; notwithstanding thousands of (pies and afifaf- 
fins, ever ready to betray and murder* them; in 
fpite of all thefe, whole parilhes flocked round their 
priefts, preffed them to continue, followed them to 
the fields, and left the apoftates to fay mafs to the 
bare walls. Many of the latter, though they con- 
tinued to receive the revolutionary falary for up- 
wards of two years, never could boaft of above three 
or four voluntary hearers. 

Wherever this obftinate attachment to religion* 

appeared, 
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appeared, the Aflembly knew how to make the re- 
fractory feel their authority. True tyrants, they 
fuffered no one to thwart their will with impunity* 
Property, honour, conscience, all niufl yield to their 
fultanic decrees ! 

Cbndorcet, the atheift Cordorcet, propofed fla- 
gellation ; and this was pretty commonly inflicted 
on the women and children who a (lifted at the 
mattes of the nonjuring Clergy, The Abbe Barruet 
(page 79 of the French edition) tells us, that three 
fillers of one of the charity-houfes at Parjs expired 
Under the rods of the aflaffins. Ungrateful mon- 
gers ! ' The lives of thefe women had been totally de- 
voted to the fervice of the fiek, the lame, and the 
blind. By their vow they were excluded from the 
plcafures of the world, without being excluded from 
Us pains. They had made a voluntary furrender of 
all they pofleffed, had affuraed the garb, and fub- 
mitted to the aufterities of the monaflic life, in 
order to devote themfelves to the mournful occupa- 
tion of attending on the poor who laboured under 
infirmities. It was faid, they did this to fecure them- 
felves a place in heaven; and mod certainly they 
took the fureft way* I feel a rcludtance to call inch 
people faperftitious ; for, if they were fo, their fu- 
perftition was of a moft amiable kind, and furely 
nothing fliort of the principles of this hellifh revo- 
lution could have hardened the hearts of men to 
fcourge them to death, and that merely becaufe they 
would not difgrace themfelves by receiving the fa- 
crament from the contaminated hands of an apofiate. 

It were endlefs to enumerate all the different 
forts of perfecution exercifed againtt thofe who re- 
mained attached to their religion. Little children 
Were beaten half to death ; the hair and ears of wo- 
men were cut off; they were mounted on affes, 
and led about in the moft unfecmly and (hocking 
gnife. Theipilance of John Cantabel deferves par- 
ticular 
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ticular notice. Cantabel was an honeft peafatl^ 
iincerely attached to the religion of his fathers. He 
happened to have a little catechifm which had been 
publifhed by the nonjuring Clergy ; it was found in 
his houfe ; and this was a fufficient crime* A com- 
mittee of municipal officers ordered the catechifm to 
be burnt ; a great lire was made ; Cantabel was 
brought forth, and commanded to throw the book 
into it. " No," fays the heroic peafant, " it con- 
44 tains ,the principles of my religion ; it has been 
46 my guide and my comfort, and it now gives me 
4C the courage to tell you, that I will never commit 
" it to the flames." Upon this he was threatened, 
but ft ill he remained refolute. One of the ruffians 
ieized a flaming torch, and held it under his hand. 
44 Burn on," fakl he ; " you may burn not only my 
44 hand, but my whole body, before I will do any 
" thing to difhonour my religion/* He was after- 
wards mounted on a horfe, his back to the head, 
and the tail in his hand, and was thus conducted 
about amidft the fhouts of the rabble. The vile 
wretches, when tired with their fport, fuffered him 
to creep home more dead than alive. This is the 
liberty of confeience in the " Age of Reafon /" This is 
the toleration we might expedt from atheifls, from 
thofe infidel philofophers who are continually ex- 
claiming againft the prejudices of their forefathers, 
and againft the fad effedis of bigotry and religious 
zeal. In the cant of thefe enlightened reformers, 
this peafant was a fanatic \ an ariflocrat, a. rebel to the 
law, and, as fuch, they will tell you that he was 
worthy of death. 

Notwithtlanding the partial oppofitiori the apof* 
tates met with, and the horror their conduct, as 
well as their miniitry, excited in air good minds, 
they, at laft, found themfelves in pofleflion of the 
churches, to the exclulion of the ancient priefts. 
Such of thefe latter as had efcaped death were now 
i bereft 
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bereft of all means of fubfiftence; they were there- 
fore obliged to become a charge to their faithful pa- 
rifhioners. Had there been any fuch things as to- 
leration and liberty under the Conftituent Aflembly # 
thefe unfortunate men might flill have found a re- 
treat amongft their wealthy neighbours, that would 
have left them no reafon to regret the lofs of their 
falaries. But the greater part of their wealthy 
neighbours were already reduced to their own fitua- 
tion, and thofe who were not, knew that the recep- 
tion of a nonjuring prieft would amount to a proof 
of ar'ijiocracy , fufficient to lead them to the guillo- 
tine. The expulfed priefls were then obliged to 
take fhelter in fome obfcure and miferable cabin ; 
and often was the torture fo great, that, like perfons 
infe&ed with the plague, no one would admit them 
beneath his roof. 

From fuch a ftate of mifery and humiliation fome 
fled in difguife to the countries lurrounding France ; 
fome to recefles in the foreft, whither the peafants 
of the neighbourhood brought them the means of 
exiftence. Numbers, however, ftill remained in 
their towns and villages. Seeing the whole country 
fwarming with aflaflins, they thought, perhaps, * 
they might as well wait the flab in their own 
parifhes as feek it at a diftance. Many, too, 
from age and infirmity, were abfolutely incapable 
of travelling; and, befides, the fmall remainder of 
a life fo full of bitternefs, could not, with fuch 
men, be an obje£t of fufficient importance to induce 
them to abandon thofe of their parifhioners who 
ftill fought their advice and confolation. Some were 
retained by their affection to their relations or their 
parents 5 it is fo hard to break the bands of nature, 
to tear one's felffrom all one holds dear, that the 
rifle of death, in competition with fuch a feparation, 
lofes half its terrors*. 

The ancient priefts who remained in their parifhes, 

or 
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or near them, though often obliged to fecfete thern- 
felves, and thongh, to appearance, generally ftiunned, 
tvere retorted to by great nutabers, particularly of 
the elderly people. 1 have already obferved, that 
among the youth there was a pretty general bias to- 
ward the apoftates. Hence enfued fuch foenes of 
divifion and perfecutiori as no country on earth, 
except France, ever witnefled. Friends were di- 
tided againfi: friends; one branch of a family againft 
another. It often happened that the parents treated 
their children as apoftates, and the children their 
parents as ariftocrats ; quarrels and bldodftied were 
its often the confequences. We have feeti' (page 93 
of this volume) a foil cut off the heads of his fattier 
and mother, becaufe they refufed to attend to tfee 
ihafs of an apoftafe, carry the heads to his club, and! 

..receive applauies for the deed. A&s likethefe were 
not frequefct ; but others, very near approaching it, 
wete not only frequent but general. Sons, arid 
6ven daughters, hav6 been known to bfcat and la- 
cerate their parents in the mod cruel manner- 
Hundreds of both fexes have been led to prifon, 

.and publicly accufed by their children. A man at 
Faulconbcrg, in Artois, blew his wife's brains ouf. 
with his muiket, and left her wallowing in her blo6d 
on the hearth with feven fmall children crying roundf 
her ! 

Can any man, with the common feelings of hu- 
rtianity about his heart, contemplate fuch fcenes of 
horror without execrating the revolution that gave 
riic to them * ? 

the 



* Many writers (and among others Thomas Paine) have re- 
marked, "that the French paid great refpeft, even a fort of adotfh 
tion, to old people: if this was the cafe, which I am by no means 
inclined to deny, or doubt, what fort of a revolution muft that be~ 
which has changed this refpedt and veneration, fo juftty due to old 
age, into fcorn and contempt, into a mercilefs brutality, nay, 

into 
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The apellate priefts failed not to fan the flames of 
tiifcdrd and divifion. I'd ingratiate themfelves with 
the young and ignorant, they mixed in all their 
airiufements and debauches, treated them at their 
oWh houfes, and inftituted civic feftivals for the 
mob, with whom they were continually fiirrounded. 
Their mafles were fyng amidft the fhouts of robbers 
ftnd murderets, and often interrupted by the arrival 
elf fottte innocent confeientious perlbn, dragged in 
tb aflift at what hd looked upon as a profanation. 
Their churches refembled guard-houfes, rather than 
jflaces of divine worfhip. In proportion as they 
percerved themfelves negle&ed and defpifed, their 
Wrath againft their unfhaken predecetfbrs incrcafed. 
Vexed and humiliated to find that all the refpeftable 
part of their parilhioncrs took as much pains to avoid 
them as to feck a communication with their old 
paftors, the whole weight of their vengeance fell on 
thefe latter. In their exittence itfelf they faw a me- 
mento of their own infamy. There is not a fpecies 
of cruelty that the raoft obdurate can devife which 
they left uneflayed. They hunted them from their 
retreats, from ihe houfes of their friends and rela- 
tions, from* the woods and caverns even, to expofe 
Ihem to infult and murder. The infirrtiities of age, 
the tears of parents, nothing could foften the hearts 
of thefe apoftate wretches. We have feen enough 
6f the fufFerrngs of the old Clergy in the firft chapter 

into parricide. Solon made no law to punifh facrilege or parricide ; 
beciaufe, he obferved, " the firft was as yet unknown in Athens, 
* r and the fecond was fo directly againft all the feelings of nature, 
" that he did not believe it could ever be committed." — Poor 
Solon did not live in the <c enlightened eighteenth century," or 
he would never have talked in this way. If he could but rife 
Frdm the grave, and Men to our philofophers, they would not 
only convince him that fuch actions are poffible, but they would 
tell him they were indifpenfably neceflary to the eftablifhmerit of a 
free republican government, Had Solon be.en at Paris fince the 
revolution, he' would" have been* guillotined fofa raiitf ariftocrat. 
YOL. Ill* P Of 
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of this work ; but there is yet one inftaice jp&ich I 
muft quote : " I was at Trois Riviere&**(Tays Le 
" Voyageur de la Revolution), a little village in 
€€ Picardy: I law feveral women running by the 
?' inn where I had put up ; they all feemed much 
" alarmed. I afked the landlord what was the 
" matter : he told me that the revolutionary prieft, 
<c provoked to find that none of the village attended 
" at his mafs, had been that morning to Ville d'Eu 
" for a party of national guards, to aid him in 
" driving the former prieft from a little cottage 
" where he and his mother had taken fhelter. 
" The man gave me a moft affefting account of 
" this good prieft, who was upwards of fourfcore 
€c years of age, and who had been the redtor of that 
" place for more than fifty years. On the day he 
€c was to deliver his cure into the hands of the 
" apoftate, he fummoned his little flock to meet 
" him in the church for the laft time. Not a foul 
" was abfent, old or young. The women carried 
" their infants in their arms ; and two old people, 
" not able to walk, were carried on couches. My 
" children, fays the old man, 1 have prejjed your % 
" tender hands on the haptifmal font : 1 have fung the 
" requiem for the fouls of your fathers : I mufi now 
" bid you an eternal farewell, deprived of the con/bla- 
" tion of leaving my ajhes amongjl you.' 9 — Here he 
" ceafed ; tears ftifled his voice; the fobs and cries 
t€ of his audience rendered the fcene too much for 
ic him. While the landlord was fpeaking, we heard 
iC a difcharge of mufkets, and a loud fhriek of wo- 
" men. We ran to the fpot. The peafants of the 
4€ village, about forty in number, had aflembled 
" round the cottage with clubs to defend their 
" paftor ; but, the enemy having fire-arms, they 
" had been obliged to give way, leaving two of 
" their companions dead, and feveral wounded. I 
" now beheld a fight fufficient to melt the heart of 

!1 a tig er * 
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* a tiger. Two ruffians of the national guard 
€€ were dragging out this venerable old man by the 
" hair of his head, by thofe locks as white as fnow. 
" He had received a wound in his cheek, from 
u which the blood ran down on his garments. — In 
" this iituation was he led off, bare-headed and 
" bare- footed, towards Ville d'Eu, while his poor 
€€ old parent, who had been many years blind and 
" dumb, remained on her bed, happily infeqfible 
" of the forrows of her fon. As the villains pulled 
€€ him along, all the words he was heard to utter, 
cc were, ' My mother ! Oh ! my mother !' — The 
t€ women and children of the village followed the 
€€ efcort with cries and lamentations, till the (a- 
" vages drove them back with the points of their 
'" bayonets." 

Nor were thole of the laity fpared, who reforted 
to the old Clergy for the exercife of the rites which 
they looked upon as eflential. A new-married cou- 
ple having refufed to have the ceremony performed 
by one of the apoftates, a party of his myrmidons 
broke in among them on the wedding-night. The 
hufband ma4e his efcape : the wife, in a fwoon, 
became the prey of the party. They gratified their 
brutal paffion, without gratifying their ferocity. 
They tore off her breafts, as a tiger might have 
done with his claws, and threw them on the floor. 
They then left her to wait till death relieved her 
from her horrible lituation*. 



* Set Hi/lory of 'the French Clcrgy\ page 138. — I cannot help re- 
marking here* that it is fomething wonderful this Hiftory is not 
more known in America. It is a proof, among hundreds, how 
locked up we have been to every thing that might lead us to a 
juft eftimation of the French revolution. It is true, the greater 
part of the newfpapers have fet their faces againft truth; but 
furely, were the prefles free, we ought not to fuffer ourfelves to 
be kept in the dark by people, who are, probably, paid for fo 
doing* 

P 2 I fhould 
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I fhould have fcrupled inferring a fa& like this, 
though taken from fo retpe&able a work, if the 
former part of this vplume did not contain others, 
if poffible, furpaffing it ; I fay, if poffible; for I 
declare I know not which is moft fhocking, the 
tearing off a woman's breafts, or the ripping a child 
from her womb, and flicking it on the point of a 
bayonet. Indeed, the greater part of the fafls re- 
lated here, are fo much taore fhocking and terrific 
than any thing we have ever before had an idea of y 
that common murders appear as trifling. 

By means like thefe, the old Clergy and their ad- 
herents were extirpated, and religion along with 
them. The bufinefs of the new Clergy (if the 
wretches deferve the name) was not to eftablifh one 
church on the ruins of another : it would be as 
prepofterous as to fuppofe that an afleoably of 
atheiftsand deifls had any inch intention, as to 
fuppofe that ? horde of apoftates were calculated 
for the work. Thefe latter were, in fatf, fo many 
miflionaries of blafphcmy and murder, fent into tbe 
provinces purppfely to cleft roy the ancient pricft- 
hood. The A'Aembly forefaw, that when that was 
done, their new pricits would at any time become 
the apoftles of infidelity. 

IT; muft be considered, that thefe legiflators did 
not want for cunning: an elegant writer has lately 
called them " architects of ruin;" and, indeed, 
they poflefled the art of deftroying in its utmoft 
perfection: Their calculations with refpedt to. their 
new priefts were extremely jo ft ; they came out to 
an unit. When they had annihilated their prqde- 
<;eiTors, they were not only ready to fecond *lfc de- 
crees for the abolition, of Chriftianity alt^gethcfc; 
they were not only iuflrumental therein, buf they 
hailed. th$ way. Several began to teajrtv the reli^ 
gion l oti keqfon.'ivt. the J a^obijv climbs, of w^llpWt ]?§? 
were all members, and even in the pulpit. T2» 

garb 
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garb of a prieft itfdf became a burden to them, 
and they humbly aiked leave to quit it for the more 
honourable one of the national guard. The apoftate 
Bifhop of Moulin, who had been confecratcd by thfc 
unhallowed hands of Talleyrand, wrote to the Con- 
vention, that he officiated with, a pike and liberty 
cap, infiead of the croiicr and the mitrfc. It was this 
vile wretch who firft caufed to be written oji the 
gate of the burying-ground, " This is the place of 
u everlafting fleep." 

Three weeks after this communication of the 
Bifhop of Moulin, Gobet, the new Bifhop of Pa- 
ris, with his grand vicars and three other revolu- 
tionary bifhops, came to the hall of the legiflafors, 
and there abdicated Christianity in form. They 
begged pardon of the injured nation for having fo 
long kept them in the dark, by duping them into 
a belief of the divinity of an impojlot\ whofe reli- 
gion they now threw off with abhorrence, refolved 
in future to acknowledge no other deity than Rea- 
Jon alone ! 

It was not more than four daiys after this, that a 
Pagan feftival was held in the cathedral church of 
Paris. A woman named Momoro, the wife of an- 
other man, but the {trumpet of the vile Hebert, 
alias Father Du ChSne, was drefled up as the God- 
defs of Reafon. Her throne was of green turf; art 
altar was ere&ed at fome diflance, on which the 
priefts burnt incenfe, while the legiflators and the 
brufified Pariflan herd were proftrated before the 
throne of the goddefs Reafon, alias Momoro, alias 
Bii Chene. 

About this epoch appeared the Paganifh repub- 
lican Calendar, with a decree ordering its adoption. 
This' was intended to root from the poor tyrannized* 
people the very memory of religion ; to dry up the 
otily fource of comfort they had left. They had 
becfi tabbed of all they poffeflefl in this worlfr, and 

? 3 their 
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their inexorable tyrants wiftied to rob them of every 
hope in the next. Some fay that this Calendar it- 
felf was compofed by an apoftate prieft ; others, 
that it was the work of the writer of farces, named 
Des Moulins. Whoever may be the author, we 
know who has the honour of reprinting it, and re- 
tailing it in this country. 

It is true, the laft-mentioned a6is, the confumma- 
tion of the moft horrid blafphemy that ever man 
was witnefs of, took place under the Convention ; 
but what were they more than a neceflary confe- 
quence of the meafures of the Conftituent Affem^ 
bly ? Nay, the leaders in that Afiembly boafted, 
when they had obtained the decree againft the non- 
juring priefts, that they had tricked the people out 
of their Teligion, before they perceived it. Nor is 
there at this time one of thole' who voted for that 
decree, who will not tell you, that Chriftianity is a 
farce, fit only for the amufement of old folks, and 
that he rejoices in its abolition in France. This is 
not mere furmife. 

Indeed, that their fucceflbrs have only fulfilled 
their wifhes, in this refpedl, there can be no doubt, 
if any judgment of the wifhes of men is to be 
formed from their principles, their words, and their 
a&ions. Who, I afk, that wifhed to preferve re- 
ligion, would have paffed a decree for the expulfiou 
of every prieft that refufed to forfwear himfelf? 
Who, that did not wifh to deftroy religion, would 
have pafled a decree for committing it to the care 
of apoflates ? Was it not clear that inch men would 
flick at nothing ? that, at the nod *of their mat- 
ters, they would at any time be ready to blafpheme 
the God they pretended to adore ? On the contrary, 
the Aflembly knew that there was no hope of their 
fyftem taking root, while the ancient Clergy re- 
mained in their cures. Among men, who gave up 
their all, and expofed themfelves to almoft certain 

death, 
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death, rather than falfify their faith, they could not 
hope to find a Gobet. They could not hope to find 
fupple villains that would voluntarily depofe the 
emblems of their religion on the altar of a ftrum- 
pet, and confefs themfelves to have been the crafty 
minifters of an arch imfofior. 

The oath tendered to the Clergy was the touch* 
ftone ; it was to prove them ; to know whom the 
Aflembly could depend on for the accomplifhment 
of their proje&s, and whom they could not depend 
on. The enforcing of the oath was the laft blow 
to public religion in France ; and therefore the de- 
ftru&ion of that religion, with all its immoral and 
murderous confequences, is due to the Conftituent 
Aflembly, and to them alone. It is as nonfenfical 
as unjuft to accufe this or that fa<5tion, or even the 
Convention itfelf, of exchanging Chriftianity for a 
fyftem of Paganifm ; infidels who adore an idol are 
as good as infidels who adore none ; and where is 
the difference, whether the adored idol be Jean 
Jacques Roufleau, or Madame Momoro ? An adul- 
trefs is as good a goddefs as an. adulterer a god, 
at any time. 

Let the reader now look back, and he will eafily 
trace all the horrors of the French revolution to 
the decrees of the Conftituent Aflembly. It was 
they that rent the Government to pieces; it was 
they that firft broached the deflrudtive doctrine of 
equality ; it was they that deftroyed all ideas of 
private property ; and finally, it was they that ren- 
dered the people hardened, by effacing from their 
minds every principle of the only religion capable 
of keeping mankind within the bounds of juflice 
and humanity. Look alfo at their particular anions, 
and you will fee them breaking their oaths to their 
conftituents and to their King; you will fee their 
agents driving people from their eftates, beating 
$nd killing them; you will iee them furrounded 
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with a fet of hireling writers and aflaflins, employed 
to degrade and murdet peaceful people attached to 
the religion of their forefathers ; and you will fee 
them, not only pardoni,ng murderers, in fpite of 
their poor Jiupiliated Monarch, but even receiving 
the aflaflins at their bar, covering them with ap- 
p|aufes, and inftituting feftiv^ls in their ho^qur. 
\JV'}iat have the members of the Cortvention ^ud 
tJieir agents done more than this ? They have mur- 
dered in greater numbers. True ; but what have 
ljumbers to do with the matter ? The principle on 
\vhich thofe murders were committed was ever the 
fame : it was more or lets adtive as occafion re- 
quired. The wants of the Convention were more 
prefling than ihofe of the Conflituent Afleipbly. 
The Aflembly were not driven to the expedient of 
reqiiifitiow, nor was the hour yet arrived for the 
promulgation of the Paganifh Calendar. Coqfe- 
quently they met with lefs oppofition, aqd there-', 
fore fewer murders were neceflary ; but, had they 
continue^ their filings to this day, the devaftatiQq 
of every kind would have be<?n the fame that it h$s* 
been. 

The whob hiftory of the revolution prefents us^ 
with nothing but a regular progrefs in robbery aud 
murder. The firfl: Aflembly, for intfance, begin 
by flattering the mob, wheedling their King out of 
his title and his power; they then let him ^t de- 
fiance, proicribe or put to death his friends; and, 
then ^hut him up in his palace, as a wild beall in a 
cage. The fecpnd Aflembly fend a gang of ruffians 
to infult and revile him, and then they hurl him 
from his throne. The third Aflembly cut his throat. 
What is there in all this but a regular and natural, 
progreffion from l,) ( ad to worfe ? And fo. with thp 
reft of their abominable a£tio,ns. 

To throw the blame on the fuc^eflbrs of the firft 
ejefpotic Aflembly is fu&h, a perve^fivn 'of reafog, 

fuel} 
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Inch an abandonment of truth, that no man, who 
has a fingle grain of ienfc, can hear of with pa- 
tience. As well might we afcribe all the murders 
committed at Nartfz to the under-cut- throats, by 
whom they were perpetrated, and not to the Con- 
vention, by whofe order, and under whofe protect 
tion, thefe cut-throats a6ted. The Conftituent 
Aflembly knew the confequences of their decfecs^ 
3s well as Foucault (fee page i|6) knew the confe- 
quence of his order for throwing forty women from 
the cliff Pierre Moine into the fea ; and it is full as 
ridiculous to hear them pretend that they did not 
wifh thofe confequences to follow, as it would be 
to hear* Foucault pretend that he did not wiih the 
forty women fhould be drowned. True, the Con- 
vention are guilty of every crime under heaven ; 
aflaflins and blaiphemers muft ever merit detefta- 
tion and abhorrence, from whatever motive they 
may a£t, or by whomfoever taught and infligated; 
but flill the pre-eminence in infamy is due to their 
teachers and inftigators : the Convention is, in re- 
lation to the Conflituent Aflembly, what the igno- 
rant defperate bravo is in relation to his crafty and 
(bulking employer. 

Before I conclude, it may not he improper, as I 
have hitherto fpoken of the Conflituent Aflembly in 
a general way, to make fome diftin6iion9 with re- 
fpedt to the perfona who cofnpofedit. I am very far 
from holding them all up as obje&a of abhorrence* 
pr even of cenfure. There were many, very many, 
rapn of great wifdom and virtue, who were ele&ed 
to the States-General and even who joined the Af- 
lembly, after it aflluned the epithet National. Ife 
Wiould be the height of injuftice to icproach thefe 
men with the confequences of meafures, which they 
oppofed with, fuch uncommon eloquence and couk 
rage. Hiftory will make honourable meurfnon o£ 
$eir names, when tl?$ epitome 1 have* here- attempted! 

will 
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will be loft and forgotten. Suffice it then to fay, 
that the weight of our cenfure, of the cenfure of all 
juft and good men, ought to fall on thofe licentious 
politicians and infidel philofophers alone, who fanc- 
tioned the decree for the annihilation of property 
and religion. 

Here, too, we ought to diveft ourfelves of every 
thing of a perfonal or party nature, and direcSl our 
abhorrence to principles alone. As to the a6tors, 
they have, in general, already expiated their wic- 
kednefs or folly by the lofs of their lives. We have 
fcen the atheift Condorcet obliged to fly in dif- 
guife from the capital, the inhabitants of which he 
had corrupted, and by whom he had been adored 
as the great luminary of the age : we have feen him 
aflume the garb and the fupplicating tone of a com- 
mon beggar, lurking in the lanes and woods, like a 
houfelefs thief, and, at laft, literally dying in a 
ditch, leaving his carcafs a prey to the fowls of the 
air, and his memory as a leffon to future apoflles of 
anarchy and blafphemy. Scores, not to fay hun- 
dreds, of his coadjutors have fliared a fate little 
different from his own ; and thofe who have not, 
can have little reafon to congratulate themfelves on 
their efcape. The tornado they have raifed for the 
deftru&ion of others, has fwept them from the feat 
of their tyranny, and fcattered them over every cor- 
ner of the earth. Thofe haughty ufurpers, who 
refufed the precedence to the fuccefTors of Charle- 
magne, are now obliged to yield it to a peafant or 
a porter. Thofe who decreed that the " folding- 
doors of the Louvre fhould fly open at their ap- 
proach," are now glad to lift the latch of a wicket, 
and bend their heads beneath the thatch of a cabin. 
And what language can exprefs the vexation, the 
anguifh, the cutting reflexions, that muft be the 
companions of their obfcurity ! When they look 
back on their difiradted country, when they behold 

the 
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the widows, the orphans, the thoufands and hun- 
dreds of thoufands of murdered vidtims, that it 
prefents ; when they behold the frantic people, car- 
rying the dagger to the hearts of their parents, nay, 
digging their forefathers from their graves, and 
throwing their allies to the winds; when they be- 
hold all this, and refledt that it is the work of their 
own hands, well might they call on the hills to hide 
them. The torments of fuch an exiflence, who can 
bear? "Next to the wrath of Heaven, the maledic- 
tion of one's country is furely the moft tremendous 
and infupportable. 

Now, what is the advantage we ought to derive 
from the awful example before us ? It ought to pro- 
duce in us a watchfulnefs, and a fteady refolution 
to oppofe the advances of diforganizing and infidel 
principles. I am aware that it will be faid by fome, 
that all fear of the progrefs of thefe principles is 
imaginary ; but conftant obfervation allures me 
that it is but too well founded. Let any man ex- 
amine the change in political and religious opinions 
fince the eftablifhment of the general government, 
and particularly the change crept in along with our 
filly admiration of the French revolution, and fee if 
the refultof his inquiries does not juftifya fear of our 
falling under the fcourge that has brought a happy 
and gallant people on their knees, and left them 
bleeding at every pore. 

Unfortunately for America, Great Britain has 
thrown from her the principles of the French revo- 
lutionifts with indignation and abhorrence. This, 
which one would imagine fhould have had little or 
no influence on us, has ferved, in fome meafure, as 
a guide to our opinions, and has been one of the 
principal motives for our adlions. A combination 
of cireumftances, fuch as, perhaps, never before 
met together, has fo foured the minds of the great 
ipafs of the people in this country, has worked up 
4 their 
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their hatred againft Great Britain to fuch d pitch, 
that the inflant that nation is named, they lofe not 
only their temper, but their reafbn alfo. The die* 
tates of nature and the exercife of judgment are 
thrown afide : whatever the Britifh adopt muft be 
reje&ed, and whatever they rcjcS. muft be adopted. 
Hence it is, that all the execrable acts of the French 
Jegiflators, not forgetting their murders and theii? 
Wafphemy, have met with the moft unqualified ap- 
plaufes, merely becaufe they were execrated in the 
ifland of Britain. 

The word Republic has alfo done a great deal, 
France is a republic, and the decrees of the Legisla- 
tors were neceflary to maintain it & republic. This 
word outweighs, in the eflimation of fome perfons 
(I wifh I could fay they were few in number), all the 
horrors that have been, and that can be committed 
in that country. One of thefe modfcfn republicans 
will tell you that he does not deny that hundreds of 
thoufands of innocept perfons have been murdered 
in France ; that the people have neither religion nor 
morals ; that all the ties of nature are rent atbnder i 
that the rifing generation will be a race of cut- 
throats ; that poverty and famine ftalk fofflvat large ; 
that the nation is half depopulated ; that? its' riches, 
along with millions of the bed of the* people, a«rd 
gone to enrich and aggrandize its enentfieS ; f hat it* 
commerce, its manufactures, its fciences, its arts* arid 
its honour, are no more ; bat at the- end of all t&is, 
he will 1 tell' you-thatit mu»ft be happy, beieaufeit is a> 
republic. I have heard- more than one of thefe re- 
publican zeatote declare, that be would (boner fefe titer 
fed of the Freweb exterminated, tha«n fee tbertf adbpfe 
aiiy other farm of government*. Sttfch a 1 fenttaent 
is cftaratfteriftie of a mind locked up iw f&tfagfe igtto-f 
ranee ; and I would' no morefruft my throat within 1 
ffteneaeh of fuch a republican fhafi-f would withiri? 
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that of a Louvet, a Gregoire, or any of their col- 
, leagues. 

Our enlightened philofophers run on in a fine 
canting ftrain about the bigotry and ignorance of 
♦heir anceftors ; but I would alk them, what mare 
ftupid doltifh bigotry can there be, than to make the 
found of a word the ftandard of good or bad govern- 
ment ? What is there in the combination of the 
letters which make up the word Republic ?' what i* 
there in the found they produce, that the bellowing 
of it forth fhAild compenfate for the want of every 
virtue, and even for common icnCc and common ho- 
nefty? It is fynonymous with liberty. — Fatal error! 
In the mouth of a turbulent demagogue it is fynony- 
mous with liberty, and with every thing elfe, that 
will pleafe its hearers, but, with the man of virtue 
and fenfe, has no more than its literal value ; that is, 
it means of itfelf neither good nor evil. If he calls 
our own Government that of a republic, and judge 
of the meaning of the word by the effe&s of that 
Government, it \vill admit of a moft amiable inter- 
pretation ; but if we are to judge of it by what it 
has produced in France, it means all that is ruinous, 
tyrannical, blafphemous, and bloody. Lad winter, 
one of thefe republican heroes in Congreft, accufed 
a gentleman from New-England of having adopted 
anti-republican principles, becaufe he propofed fome- 
thing thatfeemed to militate againft uegro-JJavery ! — 
. Thus, then, republicanifm did not mean liberty. In< 
fhort* it means any thing : it is the watch-word of 
faction; and if eveF our happy and excellently conv 
ftituted republic fhould be overturned, it will be 
done under the mafia of republicanifm. 

Let us, then, be upon our guard ; let us look tor. 
thechara&ers and anions of men, and not to thein 
prpfeffions ; let us attach ouffelves to things, and' 
not to words ; to fenfe, and not to found. Should; 
the day of requifition and murder arrive, our tyrants 
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calling themfelves republicans, will be but a poor 
confolation to us. The lofs of property, the pref- 
fure of want and beggary, will not be lefs real be- 
caufe flowing from republican decrees. Hunger 
pinches the republican, the cold blaft cramps his 
joints as well as thofe of other men. This word 
does not foften the pangs of death. The keen knife 
will not produce a delegable ienfation, becaule drawn 
acrofs the throat by a republican; nor will the word 
republican parry a bullet, or render a flaming fire a 
bed of down. When Monfieur Beithier had the 
ghaftly head of his father prefled againit his lips, 
when his own heart was afterwards torn from his 
living body, and placed, all reeking and palpitating, 
on a table before a committee of magiftrates, the 
agonies of his mind, and of his mangled carcafs, 
were not afluaged by the ihouts of his republican 
murderers. 

Shall we fay that thefe things never can take place 
among us ? Becaufe we have hitherto preferved the 
charafter of a pacific humane people, fhall we fet 
danger at defiance ? Though we are not Frenchmen, 
We are men as well as they ; and confequently are 
liable to be mifled, and even to be funk to the lowed 
degree of brutality, as they have been. They, too, 
had an amiable character : what character have they 
now ? The fame principles brought into adlion 
among us would produce the fame degradation. I 
repeat, we are not what we were before the French 
revolution. Political projectors from every corner 
of Europe, troublers of fociety of every defcription, 
from the whining philofophical hypocrite to the dar- 
ing rebel, and more daring blafphcmer, have taken 
fhelter in thefe States. Will it be pretended that 
the principles and patfions of thefe men have changed 
with the change of air ? It would be folly to fup- 
pofe it. 

Nor 
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Nor are men of the fame ftamp wanting among 
the native Americans. There is not a fingle adtion 
of the French revolutionifts, but has been juftified 
and applauded in our public papers, and many of 
them in our public aflemblies. Anarchy has its open 
advocates. The divine Author of our religion has 
been put upon a level with the infamous Marat. We 
have feen a clergyman of the epifcopal church pub- 
licly abufed, becaufe he had recommended to his 
congregation to beware of the atheiftical principles 
of the French. Even their Calendar, the frivolous 
offspring of infidelity, is propofed for our imitation* 
Where peribns whole livelihood depends on their 
daily publication are to be found, who are ever ready 
to publifh articles of this nature, it were the grofTelt 
folly not to believe that there are hundreds and thou- 
fands to whom they give pleafure*. But we are 
not left to mere iurmife here. How many numerous 
companies have iffued, under the form, of toafts, 
fentiments offenfive to humanity, and difgraceful to 
our national character ? We have feen the guillotine 
toafted to three times three cheers, and even under 
the difcharge of cannon. If drunken men, as is 
ufually the cafe, fpeak from the bottom of their 
hearts, what quarter fhould wc have to expedl from 
wretches like thefe ? It muft be allowed, too, that 
where the cannons were tired to give eclat to fuch a 
fentiment, the convives were not of the moft def- 
picable clafs. And what would the reader fay, 
were I to tell him of a Member of Congrefs, who 



* It is a truth that no one will deny, that the newfpapers of this 
country have become its fcourge. I fpeak with a few exceptions. 
It is faid that they enlighten the people ; but their light is like the 
torch of an incendiary, and the one has the fan*e deftructive ef- 
fect on the mind as the other has on matter. The whole fhidy 
of the editors feems to be to deceive and confound. One would 
almoft think they were hired by fome malicious demon, to turn 
the brains and corrupt the hearts of their readers. 

wiftied 
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wifhed to fee one of thefe murderous machine? erri- 
ployed for lopping off the heads of the French, per- 
manent in the State-houie yard of the city of Phila- 
delphia ? 

If thefe men of blood had fucceeded in plunging 
us into a war ; if they had once got the fword into 
their hands, they would have mowed us down like 
ftubble. The word Afiftocratviox\\& have been em- 
ployed to as good account here, as ever it had been 
in France. We might, ere this, have feen our place* 
of worfhip turned into (tables ; we might have fedrt 
the banks of the Delaware, like thofe of the Loire, 
covered with human carcaflcs, and its waters tinged 
with blood : ere this we might have feen our parents 
butchered, and even the head of our admired and be- 
loved Prefi dent rolling on a fcaffold. 

I know the reader will Hart back with horror. Hia 
heart will tell him that it is impoffible. But, once 
more, let him look at the example before us. The 
man who in 178S fhould have predicted the fateof 
the laft humane and truly patriotic Louis, would 
have been treated as a wretch or a madman. The 
attacks on the chara6ter and condudt of the aged 
IVaJhington, have been as bold, if not bolder, thari 
thofe which led to the downfal of the unfortunate' 
French Monarch. His impudent and ferocious 
enemies have repfefented him as cankered with 
every vice that marks a worthlefo tyrant : they 
have called him the betrayer of the liberties ot 
his country, and have even drawn up and publifhcd 
articles of accufutlon againfl him ! Can it then be 
imagined, that, had they polTefled the power, they 
wanted the will to dip their hands in his blood ? I 
am fully affured that thefe wretches do not make a 
hundred thoufandth part of the people of the Union : 
the name oiWaJhlngton is as dear and dearer to all the 
moderate Whigs, than it ev'eF was. But of what con- 
fjqueuce is their affetflion to him, of what avail tb 
1 tbcmlc! vc?i 
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theiiafelves, if they fuffer him to be thus treated, 
without making one {Ingle effort to defeat theprojeft 
of his infamous traducers ? It is not for me to dic- 
tate the method of doing this : but fure I am, that 
had the friends of virtue and order lhown only a 
hundredth part of the zeal in the caufe of their own 
country, as the enemies of both have done in the 
caufe of France, we fhould not now have to lament 
the exiflence of a hardened and impious faction, 
whofe deftruttive principles, if nottimely and firmly 
oppofed, may one day render the annals of Ame- 
rica as difgraceful as thofe of the French revo- 
lution. 



ADDITIONAL FACTS. 



Extracts from " The Banditti Unmafked\ or 9 Hifto- 
" rical Memoirs of the prefent Times :" by General 
Danican. » 

Pages 25, 26. 

A HE Military Commiflion fent the municipal of- 
ficers of Laval, without apprizing me of their in- 
tention, to the Pont de Ce, whither they conduced, 
at the dune time, fifty cartloads of nuns, priefts, fuf- 
pefled perfons, federalifts, and men of property, who 
were all guillotined, drowned, or fhot. The forty 
municipal officers were included in this infernal ex- 
pedition, by the order of one Milliere, who had 
keen a member of the Parifian commune during 
the naaflacres of September, and who was now a 
member of the Military Commiflion. This aft of 
barbarity developed all the germs of infurre&ion, 
and the children fwore to avenge the death of their 
fathers. This fame Milliere, who refides at 
tol. in. a ■ Paris, 
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Paris, in thefc&ion of the Bonnet-Rouge (Red-Cap), 
abfolutely infifted on having a hundred and thirty- 
two inhabitants of Nantz, whom Carrier had fent 
to Francqftel, (hot at Angers ; he came to me feveral 
times on this bufinefs, defired I would caufe them 
to be fearched, and even urged me to fearch thenp 
myfelf, €€ Becaufe," faid he, " they are too rich, and 
may corrupt the garrifon." He made twenty appli- 
cations to me for troops to (hoot them, obferving, 
that during a (iege, fuch operations were mere mat- 
ters of courfe, &c. &c. I devifed a thoufand pre- 
texts for refufing to comply with his commands, 
and God knows what ftratagems I was obliged to 
employ, in order to avert the fatal blow. 

During the (iege of Angers, Milliere and his ac- 
complices caufed three or four thoufand Frenchmen to 
be put to death at the Pont de Cc, and among the 
number was my landlord. The witnefies to thefe 
horrors wereHortode, Clerk to the Committee of 
War ; Chriftophe, a Captain in the 8th regiment 
of huflars ; and La Croix, Adjutant-general, now 
attached to the Parifian ftaff, who was the man that 
conveyed to Laval the municipal officers that vierc 
drowned by the order of Milliere, 

Page 27. — It is a certain fa6i:, that a foldier of 
Marat's Company, who was employed on thefe 
expeditions, propofed to lave a young girl on certain 
conditions ; but the virtuous vidfim turned from him 
with difilain, and preffing clofe to her mother, ac- 
companied her in the fatal boat. • 

Francafiel caufed full as many to be drowned at 
Angers as Carrier did at Nantz ; and this little mon- 
ger is dill fuffered to exift, and calls himfelf a pa- 
triot of 89! One Vial, Procureur Syndic in the 
department of Angers, told Franca/lei in my pre- 
fence, that he had juft found two confident al feamen, 
who would drown thepriefts that were at Montjean. 

i^£*37« — General Pa rrien was an ufeful a&oron 

the 
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the revolutionary ftage. He was pofled at Marfeilles 
to maffacre the prifoners from Orleans. On the fecond 
of September he preiided at one of the tribunals in 
the prifons of Paris ; he was afterwards prelident of 
the Military Commiflion at Saumur, and was called 
to that at Lyons by his friend Collot iTHerbois, who, 
delighted with his fervices, transformed the Judge 
into a General of Divifion. On the pretended return 
of the reign of juftice^ he was difmifled and impri- 
foned at Pleffis. He rofe again on the holy day of 
vengeance (in Odlobcr, 1795, when he adted as 
General for the Convention, when they ordered the 
troops to fire on the people for daring to affert the 
right of choofing their own reprefentatives), and has 
recently availed himfelf of the amnefty, together* 
with a great number of perfonages of equal worth 
and integrity. This patriot of 89 has put to death 
upwards of fix thoufa?id Frenchmen, and was the 
aflbciate of Milliere in La Vendee, 

Page 70. — Depopulation was at that time (in 1 794) 
the order of the day, and Carnot difplayed his judg- 
ment in the choice of General Vachot. The only 
qualification requifite to form a good fam-culotU 
General, was to know how to maffacre. Thus 
the brave and celebrated RoJ/ignol, fucceffor to Ge- 
neral Biron, after having promifed, at the bar 
of the Convention, to purge La Vendee in a 
fortnight, completely fucceeded in exterminating, 
in lefs than three months, one hundred thou/and men 
of both parties. 

Page 84. — While Carrier drowned 20,000 vic- 
tims ; while Prieur caufed the federalifts of Breft to 
be guillotined (and, among others, the father of 
General-Afofww, on the very day on which the fon 
took the fort of Sluys) ; while Barras and Freron 
demolifhed Toulon, and (hot 800 of our failors and 
naval officers ; a madman named La Planche, for- 
merly a Benedi&ine mor^c, represented at Caen, 

02 Tiber tut 
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Tiberius in aftate of delirium : on his arrival in that 
city, he perceived a conilernation on every counte- 
nance, occafioned by the guillotine, and particularly 
by the pretence of a Deputy. " What means,'* faid 
he, " this ariltocratic terror that I obferve ? I order 
" a civic promenade, and, this evening, I lhall give 
€i a republican ball ; I lhall confidgr all thofe who 
" lhall tail to attend as ^iitocrats." The pro- 
menade began at ten in the morning; La Planche 
took the lead, followed by the whole population of 
Caen ; and, from time to time, halted, and kneeling 
on the ground, addreffed an invocation to Marat, 
to whom he made a preparatory offering of the 
heads of feveral perfons whom he caufed te be tried 
and condemned. In the very middle of the town 
La Planche exclaimed, with uplifted hands, O great 
Marat! The people who followed in his train 
eagerly re-echoed great Marat ! At the civic 
ball in the evening, he played with women's 
necks, 'obferving, that their bofoms were arifto- 
crats that funk beneath the hand of a republican ; 
and he compelled many of thefe unhappy beings to 
dance with him, while their hufbands and their fa- 
thers were lingering in prifon. 

In October, 1 793, in obedience to the decrees of 
the National Convention, the whole country of La 
Vendee was fet lire to, and even the patriotic dif- 
tridts were not l'pa red. Each column was preceded 
by lire and fvvord, by the aid of which an univertal 
deftru<5lion was eife&ed, without diftindlion of age 
or fex. An immcnle population fled before the re- 
publicans, in order to elfcape the fury of the flames, 
and joined the Catholic army, which was forced to 
pafs the Loire at St. Florent. Let thofe who are en- 
dued with fenlibility reprefent to their imaginations 
more than a hundred thoufand French, men, wo- 
men, and children, carting their eyes, in defpair, 
onatradt of country twenty leagues in circumfe- 
rence, .where-their fioufes ana cottages were in a ftate 

of 
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of conflagration, and having but a few moments to 
efcape from certain death. 

Pages 171, 172. — Lepelletier Brutus, Beaurepaire 
Magnier (the pompous name atfumed by the Presi- 
dent of a Revolutionary Tribunal at Rennes), 
brfeakfafting, on Good- Friday, with his colleagues, 
laid to them, " Brothers and friends, we muft put 
" to death this day, at the fame hour at which the 
" counter-revolutionijl Jesus died, that young de- 
" votee who was lately arretted." An order was 
immediately figned for bringing her before him. 
The gaoler made a miftake, and fent him a girl of 
the town, whom the Judges proceeded to queftion 
on her fanaticifm, on the relics, the agnufes, and 
the chaplets that were found upon her when fhe was 
arretted ; and on her predilection for refra&ory 
priefts. The girl did not underftand what they 
meant, and began to laugh ; upon which the clerk 
was told to write down, " Thatjhe did not deign to 
" anfwer, and that JJye treated the Tribunal with con- 
€S tempt" They were about to pronounce fentence 
of death upon her, when the girl exclaimed with all 
her might, that fhe was no devotee, and that flie 
had been put in prifoh for debauching and infe&ing 
a battalion of volunteers. Brutus knitted his brows, 
and thought it was a fubterfuge. The girl, in 
alarm, had recourfe to an indecent gefture, and was 
going to fliow the truth, as fhe called it, when the 
Judges, perceiving their miftake, fent her back to 
prifon, and ordered the true devotee to be brought 
before them, whom they arraigned to the fcaffold, 
agreeably to a determination which they had formed 
while they were eating their breakfaft. This fafi is 
known to the whole town of Rennes. The battalion 
of young children, in the fame place, was employ-* 
cd to flioot the Chouans ; Dubois Crance flarted the 
idea, in order, as he faid, to accuftom youths to re- 
fublicanfrmnefs. No man d?res deny this.-— I was. at 

o, ,3 Rennet 



%& BLOODY JUOY. 

Rennes at the time, and the Deputy AJquier no doubt 
recolle&s my obfervation upon the fubjeft. I take 
a pleafure in declaring that I found him to poffefs 
fome fenlibility. He repeatedly faid to me, with 
tears in his eyes, in his own apartment, " You fay too 
" much, my dear Danican; you will bring yourfelf 
" to the guillotine? The Deputy Alquier was terribly 
afraid on his own account. 

Page 177. — It was under the command of that 
xnifcreant (General Turreau de la Liniere), that the 
foldiers carried children on the points of their bayo- 
nets : I faw the original orders by which M. Tur- 
reau prefcribed univerfal majfacre, and yet M. Tur- 
reau has juft been acquitted, and is now employed 
by the Directory, who call fuch men asM. Turreau 
de la Liniere, energetic republicans. 

Page 193. — That I may not be accufed of always 
fpeaking ab irato, I lhali quote Fiat's book on La 
Vendee. This man, as I before obferved, was a re- 
volutionift and a drowner, but having quarrelled 
with his colleagues, he denounced them. 

Page 130. — " On the 23d Ventofe, Turreau ar- 
" rived at Chdlonnes ; the next day he burnt the pof- 
" feffions of the patriots, and caufed feveral women 
" and children to be fhot ; 1 efcapcd with the de- 
u ftru&ion of a farm." — Again, 

Page 78. — " Of twenty thou/and perfons who 
" werej&ot in the department of Maine and Loire, 
" it is proved by five fentences, now before me, 
'* that five hundred and ninety were not dead in 
V Jaw (horsla hi) ; feventy-nine were executed on 
" the 3d Nivofe ; feventy-five on the 4th ; two 
" hundred and thirty-three on the 6th ; one hun- 
€€ dred and five on the 23d ; and ninety-nine on the 
* c 26th Germinal.*' A very great number of chlU 
dren were included in thefe five fentences. 

Francaftel, in his letter on the eftablifhment ol 
the Military Commiffioo, lays, " That 4b lopg 

" the 
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u there exift great criminal»,or federalifts In thefe 
" countries, the ordinary tribunals, ought not to 
" a£l." — Vial, addrefling himfelf to the popular 
club at Angers, obferves, u You all know, citizens, 
" that more than two thoufand women and children 
" have been aflaflinated in this infamous manner/' 
Vacheron and Morin, members of that deteflable 
commiflion, drew up the lifts. Two womea ob- 
ferved to Obrumier, " That they had only been ar- 
" refted as fufpe&ed perfons ; but, notwithftanding 
" this, he ordered them to be fhot, with feventy 
" other females. When any of thefe unhappy be- 
" ings were obferved to breathe, after they had been. 
" fhot, the humane Goupil plunged his fabre into 
" their bellies/' The citizens of Angers depofed, 
" That they faw all thefe vidUras pafs by their 
€t doors, accompanied by mufic playing patriotic 
« tunes ; that they obferved girls of fifteen and fix- 
(€ teen, doubly interefling by their beauty and their 
" youth, embracing the knee* of their execution- 
" ers, and entreating them tofpare their lives ; and 
" that every body (even the troops) fhed tears, ex- 
u cept the monfters of the Military Commiflion, 
" who had the barbarity to infult the fenfibility ofr 
" the people." 

Page 127. — The members of this commiflion 
were Antoine Felix, Prefident, and fucceflbr to 
Parrein ; Francois Milliere ; Francois Le Port ; 
Jacques Hudoux ; Jofeph Rouflel ; Marie Obru- 
mier ; Gabriel Goupil ; and Loifillon. All thefe 
men are alive and well. Long live Juftice $nd the 
Oire&ory ! Bon jour Carnot ! 

Pages 209, 210.— Yes, conquering people ! twen- 
ty towns* and eighteen hundred villages* or hamlets* 
have been burned by you I And your glory and your 
laurels have coft you three millions of men. Thefe 
affli&ing truths cannot be repeated too often, there 
are fo many perfons who do not believe them. 

M For 
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For inftance, what people in Europe do not take 
for a fable, the eftablifliment of a tanyard at Meu- 
don, for tanning human Jims? It cannot, however, 
be forgotten, that a man came to the bar of the 
Convention to announce the difcovery of a new and 
limple mean for procuring leather in abundance ; 
that the Committee of Public Safety (Carnot's* 
Committee) afiigned him a convenient place tor the 
execution of his plan, at the Caftleof Meudon, the 
gates of which were kept cohflantly fhut ; and 
laftly, that Barrere, Vadur, and others, were the 
firft who wore boots made of human Jkin. Robejpierre 
did not flay his people^z*rtf//W/y ; and as Paris fup- 
plied the army with ihoes, it is poflible that more 
than one defender of the country may have worn 
Ihoes made of the fkin of his friends and relations. 
This will appear pleafant and incredible to certain 
mifcreants, and particularly to the Propagandifts. 

National Convention, a tanyard was eftablifhed 
at Meudon, for tanrltng human fkins, and France 
was indebted to your exiftence for a conception ib 
monflrous 1 

Page 212. — The troops who went from Holland 
\o Britanny committed every fpecies of crime ox\ 
their march ; and, in the neighbourhood of Rouen, 
they literally broiled the feet of a peafant, in order 
to extort a difcovery of his money. I fent forty re- 
gular depoiitions on this fubjedt to the Staff, and to 
the terrorift Pille. Thefe were the fame troops who 
attempted to kill the coxcombs (mufcadins) at 
Rouen, and who drew their fabres on men for wear- 
ing their hair in a club. The vigorous means 
which I adopted prevented them from putting their 
threats in execution ; but they made themfelves am- 

• Carnpt is one of the prefent Directors in France ! ! ! 1797* 

pte 
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pie amends for the disappointment, at the theatre at 
Caen, under the aufpices of General Dubayet. 

Pages 230, 23 1, 232. — The mojt Jignal banditti of 
the Convention were the very heroes whom the Conven- 
tion extolled. Maignet reduced Bedouin to afhes, and 
caufed the inhabitants to be maflacred. Carpentier 3 
a bailiff of Valognes, committed a million of crimes 
at St. Malo; he dripped all the veflTels, plundered 
the houfes of private perfons, lent the moll opulent 
merchants and the moll virtuous fathers of fami- 
lies, to Fauquier Tmville, and openly preached pil- 
lage to the popular clubs. Turreau^ during fifteen 
months the accomplice of Bourbotte and the burner 
of La Vendee, which he termed the grand illumina- 
tion, wantonly cbnfumed by fire one of the fuburbs 
of Saumur, when the enemy were twenty leagues 
from the place ; and at Laval gave me an order to 
pit the Jick to death in their beds. The order was fo- 
licited by one Baleguier, who delivered to me a copy 
of the deliberations, which is now in my poffeflion. 
This Turreau alio made his coufin, Turreau de 
Grambouville et de Liniere, a General and Burner 
ih Chief. Barms and Freron, the grand defolaters 
of the South, where they were on million with the 
worthy patriots Ricard, Salicetti, Robeipierre ju- 
nior, and Gallon, wanted to level Marlcilles with 
the ground, and bellowed on it the appellation of 
the Namelefs. At Toulon they put in requifition 
j 200 demolifhers, and caufed upwards of two thou- 
Jand perfons to be fhot and guillotined. That im-s 
poftor Jambon &t. Andre, on his return to Breft 
after the naval adlion of the firft of June, 1794, 
buffered the people to flrew flowers upon his head f 
and made a report replete with falfehoods. Ricard, 
Choudieu, Gamier de Xaintes, and Levafleur de la 
Sarthe, were the accufers and aflaifins of Philip- 
peaux ; the two firft had the infolence to pronounce 
9 panegyric on the ferocious and cowardly Roflignok 

PrieMf 
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Prieur de la Marne, a madman, perpetually drunk, 
excited an infurre£tion in Morbihan, in concert 
with a General Canuel, who rode over the bodies of 
the Chouans that were fhot at Vannes ; while at 
Joflelin, one Batteux, a cook and commiflary, dele- 
gated by Carrier and Prieur, made their vitSHms dig 
the graves which they were defiined to fill. The 
whole commune of Breft went to denounce Prieur 
at the bar of the Convention. During the liege of 
Angers he put to death a prodigious number of wo- 
men and girls, who were arretted in the fuburbs : 
after he had examined them and treated them with 
every mark of ridicule and contempt, he ordered 
them to be fent to the Rofptal, as he called it, and 
they were fhot at the water-fide. The foldiers 
laughed while they executed thele orders, and flop- 
ped the bodies. 

A Madame de Civrac, an abbefs, was taken be- 
fore Francaftel and Prieur ; fhe had a faithful fer- 
vant with her, whorefufedto quit her; they were 
accordingly both guillotined at Angers. This lady 
was at leafl eighty years of age. Francaftel csufed 
feveral perfons to be drowned, even after the deatt* 
of Robefpierre. At Savenay, Prieur caufed twelve 
hundred feafantS) who had laid down their anps, to 
be fhot; after he had put them all together in a 
church, he ordered a republican column to halt, 
and the Chief of Brigade Carbon was entrufted 
with the dire&ion of the maffacre. This Carbon 
xnuft ftill be at Loudeac, where he informed me of 
the circumflance at a time when he was under my 
command. At Noirmoutier, fifteen hundred priftmers 
of war were Jkot % It was there that the brave and 
virtuous D'Elbeeperifhed, with feveral other officers 
of merit. At Mans, all the womSn that could be. 
found were put to death. At Laval, nine months 
after all thefe maffacres, I had the good fortune to 
fave the life of a young girl of Maulevrier j who, at 

the 
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the maflacre at Mans, had received the laft fighs of 
her mother, on the high road, after which (he had 
lived fix months in the woods* 

Page 241. — In the adtion on the 5th of Auguft, 
*793> a * £>ou£ the vanguard took feventy-nine pri- 
foners, who were conveyed to the tower at Saumur, 
whither I had occafion to go a few days after, to fee 
fomehuffarsof my own regiment, who were inpri- 
fon there. Having expreffed a wifh to fee the Ven- 
dean prifoners, I was taken to the bottom of a large 
tower, where, among a heap of dying perfons, / 
/aw one man actually dead, and another expiring at his 
fide. I fell down myfelf, nearly fuffbeated by the 
mephitical vapours, and they were obliged to carry 
me from the place. I fent for the man who feemed 
to be dying, and gave him fome broth, which re- 
vived him, and he afterwards recovered. 

Soon after I left Saumur, Levajfeur de la Sarthe 
arrived there. His firft operation was to order the 
prifoners to be tied together in pairs, for the pur- 
pofe, as he faid, of transferring them to another 
place ; but he gave fecret orders to have' them put to 
death, and his orders were obeyed. From Saumur 
to Orleans, bands of fifty, fixty, and even a hun^ 
dred, were drowned or (hot at one time; and the 
condu&ors, Mogue and Petit, put the allowance of 
thefe unhappy men in their own pockets. Levajfeur 
openly boafted of this expedition in the cave at the 
Thuilleries. (See the fitting of the ift Nivofe, in 
the 2d year.) 

Interrogate the civil authorities at Blois, and the 
keeper of the prifon at Saumur, on thefe fadts.— 
On that day, ift Nivofe, Lequinio wrote to the 
Convention, to inform them that he had blown out 
the brains of two prifoners at Fontenai le Peuple, 
and that he had juft caufed five hundred to be ihofc. 
— f See the Monkeur.) This Lequinio has written a 
hiftory of La Vendee, in which he denounces as af- 

faffins 
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laffins all thofe generals whom the Directory have 
tfince employed again. I declare that the Vendeans 
took upwards of thirty thoufand prifoners, whom 
they releafed after fhaving their heads ; and that they 
committed no a61s of cruelty until the republicans 
had fet the example, by maflacreing their rich, 
throwing them into the flames, &c. 

On the 15th of July, 1793, at the battle of 
Martigne, the cowardly and ferocious flroller Gram- 
yiont cut to pieces three prifoners who were tied to- 
gether in the Caftle of Felines. The Generals of 
the wefiern army were, as I have before obferved, 
renegadoes, monks, confiitutional priefts, moun- 
tebanks, opera dancers, and blackguards of every 
de/cription. 

$he fucceeding Extracts are felecfed from a Work re* 
ceritly pubhjhedy entitled \ " A Reft deuce in France, 
" during the Years 1792, 1793, 1794, and 179.5,^- 
€C Jcribed in a Series of Letters from an BngUJh 
«. Lady." 2 vols. Suo. 

Vol. ii. Page 14. — The whole town of Bedouin, 
in the South of France, was burnt purfuant to a de- 
cree of the Convention, to expiate the imprudence 
of fome of its inhabitants in having cut down a dead 
tree of liberty. Above fixty people were guillo- 
tined as accomplices^ and their bodies thrown into 
pits, dug by order of the Representative Maignet, 
then on miffion, before their death. Thefe execu- 
tions were fucceeded by a conflagration of all the 
houfes, and the imprifonment or difperfion of their 
pofleflbrs. It is likewife worthy of remark, that 
many of thefe laft were obliged, by exprefs order of 
Maignet, to be fpeftators of the murder of their 
friends and relations. 

Pages 55, 56.— The following is the Copy of a 
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Letter addrefled to the Mayor of Paris, by a Com- 
miflary of the Government at Angers : 

" You will give us pleafure by tranfmitting the 
ic details. of your fete at Paris laft decade, with the 
" hymns that were fung. Here we all cried, c Vive 
" hi RepubUque /' as we ever do, when our holy mo-> 
u ther Guillotine is at work. Within thefe three 
u days fhe has ftiaved eleven priefts, one ci-devant 
4S noble, a nun, a general, and a fuperb Englifh- 
" man, fix feet high ; and as he was too tall by a 
€€ head, we have put that into a fack. At the fame 
€c time eight hundred rebels were fhot at the Pont 
" de Ce, and their carcafles thrown- into the Loire ! 
" I underftand the army is on the track of the run- 
" a ways. All we overtake we fhoot on the fpot, 
" and in fuch numbers that the ways are heaped 
" with them." 

About this time a woman who fold newfpapers, 
and the printer of them, were guillotined for para- 
graphs deemed iticiviques. 

Page 100. — A farmer was guillotined, becaufe 
fome blades of corn appeared growing in one of 
his ponds ; from which circumftance it was inferred 
that he had thrown in a large quantity, in order to 
promote a fcarcity ; though it was fubftantially 
proved on his trial, that at the preceding harveit the 
grain of an adjoining field had been got in during a 
high wind, and that in all probability fome fcattered 
ears which reached the water had produced what was 
deemed fufticient teftimony toxonvi6l him. Another 
underwent the fame punifhment for purfuing his 
ufual courfe of tillage, and growing part of his 
ground with lucerne, inftead of devoting the whole 
to wheat. , 

Pages 12 t, 122,123. — I have already noticed the 
cruel and ferocious temper of Le Bon, and the maf- 
/acres of his tribunals are already well-known. I 
will only add fome circumftance^ which not only 
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may be considered as charafterifiic of this tyfadfy 
but of the times, and I fear I may add, of the peo- 
ple, who fuffered and even applauded them. They 
are feledted from many others not fufceptible of being 
tlefcribed in language fit for an Englifh reader. 

Being one day amufing himfelf, as ufual, with a 
fight of the gutllothiage^ where feveral had already 
fufiered, one of the victims having, from a very 
natural emotion, averted his eyes, while he placed 
his body in the pofture required, the executioner 
perceived it, and going to the fack which contained 
the heads of thofe juft facrificed, took one out, and 
with the raoft horrid imprecations obliged the un- 
happy wretch to kifs it : yet Le Bon not only permit- 
ted, but fan&ioned this, by dining daily with the 
♦hangman. He was afterwards reproached with this 
famiiiarity in the Convention, but defended himfelf 
by faying — " A fimilar a6l of Lequinio's was infert- 
4C cd by your orders in the bulletin with honourable 
c< mention, and your decrees have invariably confe- 
" Crated the principles on which I adted." They all 
felt for a moment the dominion of confeience, and 
were filent. On another ^occafion, he fufpended an 
execution, while the favages, whom he kept in pay, 
threw dirt on the prifoners, and infulted them pre- 
vious to their fufFering. 

When any of his colleagues paffed through Arras, 
he always propofed their joining with him in a 
€ * partie de guillotine ;" and the executions were 
perpetrated in a fmall fquare at Arras, rather than in 
the great one, that himfelf, his wife and relations, 
might more commodioufly enjoy the fpe&aclc from 
the balcony of the theatre, where they took their 
coffee, attended by a band of mufic, which played 
while this human butchery lafted. 

The Convention, the Committees, all France, 
were well acquainted with the condu6t of Le Bon. 
He himfelf began to fear he might have exceeded the 

limits 
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limits of hiscommiflion ; and upon communicating 
fome fcruples of this kind to his employers, received 
the following letters, which, though they do not 
exculpate him, certainly render the Committee of 
Public Welfare more criminal than himfelk 
" Citizen, 
" The Committee of Public Welfare approve the 
meafures you have adopted, at the fame time that 
they deem the warrant which you folicit to be unne- 
cessary ; fuch meafures being not only allowable, but 
enjoined by the very nature of your million. No 
eonfideration ought to ftand in the way of your re-* 
volutionary progrefs. Give free fcope therefore to 
your energy ; the powers you are inverted with are 
unlimited, and whatever you may deem conducive 
to the public good, you are free, you are even called 
Upon by duty, to carry into execution without delay* 
We here tranfmit you an order of the Committee, 
by which your powers are extended to the neigh- 
bouring departments. Armed with fuch means, and 
with your energy, you will go on to confound the 
enemies of the Republic, with the very fchemes 
they have proje&ed for its deftrudion. 

" Carnot, 
" Barrere. 

" R. LlNDET." 

Extra&fnm another Letter, figned BiUaud-Farennes f 
Carnot, and Barrere. 

" There is no commutation for offences againft a 
republic. Death alone can expiate them ! Purfue 
the traitors with fire and fword ; and continue to 
march with couragerin the revolutionary track you 
have defcribed." 

Page 176. — So late as the 7th Thprmidor (July 
25), Barrere made a pompous eulogium on Robe- 
fpierre, and in a long account on the ftate of the 
itountry, he acknowledges that " fome little clouds 
ff hang over the political horizon, but they will foon 
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" be difperfed, by the union which fubfifts in the 
" Committees ; above all, by a more fpeedy trial 
€c and execution of revolutionary criminals." It is 
difficult to imagine what new means of difpatch this 
airv barbarian had contrived ; for, in the fix months 
preceding this harangue, twelve hundred and ffly 
had been guillotined in Paris alone. 

Page 158. — It wasTallien's boaft to have guillo- 
tined none but ariftocrats ; and of this' part of his 
merit I am willing to leave him in pofiefiion. At 
Toulon he was charged with the punifhment of thofe 
who had given up the town to the Englilh ; but 
finding, as he alleged, nearly all the inhabitants 
involved, he felc&ed about two hundred of the 
richeft ; and, that the horrid bufinefs might wear an 
appearance of regularity, the patriots, that is, the 
mofl notorious Jacobins, were .ordered to give their 
opinion on the guilt of thefe victims, who were 
brought out into an open field for that purpofe. 
With fuch judges the fentence was/oon pafled, and a 
fufillade took place on the fpot. It was on this occa- 
sion that Tallien made particular boaft of his huma- 
nity ; and in the fame publication wherein he relates 
the circumttance, he expofes the atrocious conduft of 
the Englifh at Toulon. The cruelty of thefe barba- 
rians not being fufficiently gratified by difpatching 
their victims the fhorteft way, they hung up many 
of them by their chins, on hooks at the fhambles, 
and left them to die at their leifure. See " Mitrail- 
" lades, Fufillades," a recriminating pamphlet, ad- 
dreffed by Tallien to Collot d'Herbois. The title 
alludes to Collot's exploits at Lyons. 

Page 174. — The Mareichalle de Biron, a very old 
and infirm woman, was taken to the Luxembourg 
at Paris, where her daughter-in-law, the Dutcheis, 
was alio confined. A cart arriving at that prifon to 
convey a number of vi&inis to the tribunal, the lift, 
in the coarfe dialedl of republicanifm, contained the 

name 
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naine of La Femme Biron. " But there are two of 
" them/ 9 faid the keeper : " Then bring them both/' 
The aged Marefchalle, who was at fupper, concluded 
her meal while the reft were preparing, then took 
up her book of devotion, and departed cheerfully* 
The next day both mother and daughter were guil- 
lotined. 

Page 200. — The Revolutionary Tribunal conti- 
nues fentencing people to death, on pretexts as fri- 
volous as in the time of Robefpierre ; they have only 
the advantage of being tried more formally, and of 
forfeiting their lives upon proof, inftead of without 
it, for anions that a ftri&ly admiryftered juftice 
would not punifh by a month's impriforiment : for 
infiance, a young Monk, for writing fanatic letters; 
and figning refolutions in favour of federalifm ; 
a holier, for facilitating the return of an emigrant ; 
a man of ninety, forfpeaking againft the revolution* 
x and difcrediting the affignats ; a contra&or, for em- 
bezzling forage; people of various descriptions, 
forobftru<fting the recruitment, or infulting the tre£ 
of liberty. Thefe and many fimilar condemnation^ 
will be found in the proceedings of the Revolution* 
ary Tribunal, long after the death of Robefpierre, 
and when juftice and humanity were faid to bi re- 
stored. 

Page 315* 216, 2i7.-r-*Though the horror excited 
Hy fuch atrocious details muft be ierviceable to ha- 
jnanity, I am conllrained by decency to fparethe 
reader a part of them. Let the imagination, how-, 
ever repugnant, paufe for a moment over thcle 
fcenes. Five, or eight hundred people, of different 
fexes, ages, and conditions, are taken from their 
prifons in the dreary months of December and Ja^- 
nuary, and condo&ed, during the fitence of the 
night, to the banks of the Loire. The agents of the 
Republic there, defpoil them of their clothes, and 
force them, lhivering and defcncelefs> to enter the 
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machines prepared for their deftru&ion. They are 
chained down, to prevent their efcape by fwimming, 
and then the bottom is detached from the upper part, 
and iimk. On fome occafions, the milerable vic- 
tims contrived to loofe themfelves, and clinging to 
the boats near them, fhrieked in the agonies of de- 
fpair and death, " Oh fave us ! it is not even now 
*' too late ; in mercy lave us !" But they appealed 
to wretches to whom mercy was a ft ranger ; and be- 
ing cut away from their hold by itrokes of the fabre, 
they periftied with their companions. That nothing 
might be wanting to thefe outrages againft nature, 
they were defcribed as jefts, and called noyades, 
water- parties, and civic baptifms ! Carrier, a Deputy 
of the Convention, ufed to dine and make parties of 
pleafure, accompanied by mufic, and every fpecies 
of grofs luxury, on board the barges appropriated 
to thofe execrable purpofes. 

At one time fix hundred children appear to have 
been drowned ; fix young people of both fexes 
were tied in pairs and thrown into the river; thou-* 
fands were fhot on the high roads and in the fields ; 
and vaft numbers were guillotined without a trial ! 
{Six young women, in particular, lifters, and all un- 
der four-and- twenty, were ordered to the guillotine 
together: the youngeft died inftantly of fear, the 
reft were executed fucceflively. — A child eleven 
years old, who had previoufly told the executioner, 
with affe&ing Simplicity, that he hoped he would 
not hurt him much, received three Itrokes of the 
guillotine before his head was fevered from his 
body ! / 

Two thoufand perfons died in lefs than two 
xponths of a pefiitence, occasioned by this carnage : 
the air became infedled, flnd the waters of the Loire 
impoifoned by dead bodies ; and thofe whom tyranny 
yet fpared, perifhed by the elements Which nature 
intended for their fupport 
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Vaft fums were exafted from the Nantais for pu- 
rifying the air, and taking precautions againft epi- 
demical diforders. 

This black lift of enormities might be extended 
-almoft: ad infinitum, but it is deemed expedient to 
clofe it, at leaft for the prefent, with the confeffion 
of a Haunch advocate for the French revolution, a 
conftitution-monger, a legiflator, and a judge — in 
fhort, no lefs a perfonage than Thomas Paine, who, 
in his malignant attack upon General Wafliington, 
for the firft time in his life flumbled upon the truth 
" To fuch a pitch of rage and fufpicion was Robe- 
** fpierreandhisCommittee'Xofwhichbeitobferved, 
Carnotj the aitual Prefident of the Dire&ory, was a 
leading member) " arrived, that it feemed as if they 
. cc feared to leavp a man alive. No man could count 
" upon his life for twenty hours. One hundred and 
" fixty-nine prifoners were taken out of the Luxem~ 
" bourg in one night, and one hundred and fixty of 
" them were guillotined. In the next lift, I have 
" good reafon to believe J was included"— JF1NIS 

CORONAT OPUS. 
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Jl HE reader will pleafe to recolleA, that, in the 
Firft Number of the Cenfor, I brought down the 
proceedings in the Houfe of Reprefentatives to the 
5th of January, the memorable day of the exhibi- 
tion of the French flag. I ftiould not now have 
thought of returning to the fame fubjedt, had I not 
been led to it by an x attack on the Prefident, in the 
anarchical Aurora of Philadelphia. 

One would have thought that giving this flag a 
place among the archives of the United States would 
have been conferring honour enough upon it ; but 
nothing would content the French- Americans, who 
write in the paper I have juft mentioned, fhort of 
its, being hoifted in the Congrefs Chamber, as a 
trophy of the vi&ory of French influence. They 
cite us the example of the Convention : but let 
them fey under what circum fiances, and with what 
motive, our flag was granted a conspicuous place in 
their hall. It was dishonoured by being fwung up, 
gibbeted up, by the fide of the flag of regenerated 
Geneva ; a 13 ate in which the Convention had 
eftablifhed their fyftem of pillage and murder, and 
which they treated as a conquered country rather 
than as an independent ally. To add.to our humilia- 
tion, a duplicate, as I may call it, of our flag was 
fent to Geneva, and" there exhibited in the Conven- 
tion of a poor little degraded nation of thirty thou- 
sand bodies, I will ndt call them fouls. This was 
laying to the Genevefe, See, you are not the only 
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people who have thrown themfelves on our pro- 
tect ing power, and fent us a pledge of their fubmif- 
fion to our principles. 

, Thus, by the indifcretion (to give it the mildeft 
term) of our ambaflador, have we been degraded 
in the eyes of even Italians, and expofed to the 
gibes of the little fcandalizing circles of the lead re- 
fpe&able people in Europe : and, in return for this 
cruel infult, we are called upon to diftinguifh the 
flag of the Convention with a place in the public 
fittings of our Legiflature, and by this a& acknoW- 
> ledge ourfelves the fupple tools of our infulters ! — 
This is modern patriotifm. 

Debate on the jippropriatiom for the Mmt^ 
January \ yt/i. . - 

Mr. Williams, agreeably to notice before given, 
moved to ftrikeout of the Appropriation Bill all the 
gfofi fiiin appropriated for the officers of the Mint. 

Mr. Sedgwick (from Maffachufetts) thought that 
the courfe which the Gentleman is purfuing has 
never been adopted before. It is incorrect to difctifs 
the fnerits,of the Mint in palling this bill. We 
might as well take up the falary of the Chief Juftice, 
or any other article in the bill, as the Mint. We 
never would have done at this rate. We are now 
only to vote for the bill, as agreeable to the laws 
already made. Mr. Sedgwick faid, that if the 
Gentleman from New -York (Mr. Williams) would 
bring forwardany proportion for the regulation, or 
even the abolition, of the eftablifhment of the Mint, 
if it could be proved produ&ive of public benefit, he, 
with every other Gentleman, would givfc him their 
aid to effect the object ; but that now, he conceived; 
it could not regularly be brought forward. He 
thought an appropriation bill ftiould be conformed 
exactly to the liate pf the public engagements, and 
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that where eftablifhroents had beeti formed and 
falaries provided, the amount of them fhould be the 
principle of calculating the amount of appropria- 
tions ; and the Houfe ought not, by withholding 
appropriations, to break in upon and deftroy efta- 
biiihments formed by the whole Legiflaturc. That 
thefe obfervations had hitherto been farxSHoncd by 
the practice on this fiibjed. He obferved, that if 
the Houfe was to inveftigate, in the difcuffion of an 
appropriation bill, the amount of falaries and the 
legal eftabiiftiments of Government, the public 
fVrvice would be dangeroufly deftroyed. He re- 
marked, that it was to be obferved that, no appro- 
priation was^made, for any purpofe, fince the com- 
mencement of the year. 

Mr. Gallatin (from Geneva) rofe to date a ge- 
neral principle, which be thought it of importance 
to lay down on this occafion, l£ft the decifion on 
the prefent que ft ion, grounded on a different prin- 
ciple, fhould, on fome future occafion, be brought 
forward. The principle was, that, this Houfe has a 
right, by withholding appropriations when they fee 
f roper, to flop the wheels of Government. This, he 
laid, was plainly to be inferred from the pra&ice of 
the Houfe, in their paffing annually an appropria- 
tion law. He obferved, that in one inftance the 
Houfe had departed from that principle. In refpeA 
to the payment of the intcreft on the public debt, 
-for the fupport of the public credit, the Houfe had 
thought it neceflkry to give up that right. If this 
principle is not juft, it would be beft to make a 
permanent provilion at once. 

Mr. SEDJGWiCK\faid, that he had certainly no in- 
tention to have given occafion to the obfervations. 
which had 'been made; but as the general principle 
which he had laid down had been denied, and as it 
bad fome relation, either intimate or remote, to the 
&bje& before the Committee, he would take the 

liberty 
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liberty to repeat the principle, and to fay a fe^ 
words in fupport of it. 

The principle, then, which he hadaflumed, was, 
that when legal eflablifhments were made, it was the 
duty of the Legiflature to make appropriations con- 
formably to the public engagements, and that neither 
branch had a right to withhold its affeni. He ob- 
ferved, that the whole Legiflature, and not a part, 
wete competent to form contracts, and to eftablifh 
and alter cpmpenfations and falaries. The Legifla- 
ture, and not either branch of it, had the power of 
exprefling the public will, and pledging the public 
faith : that when a falary is afcertairted, the public 
faith is pledged that it fhall be paid according to the 
ftipulation ; and that therefore the public credit is 
involved in making the neceflary appropriations, 
without which it could not be paid. He afked, if 
in fuch cafe it was competent to the Houfe rightfully 
to withhold the means neceflary for the performance 
of the public engagements. 

He faid, he had always fuppofed that the power 
of the Houfe, in the cafe of appropriations, did not 
give a power to yield or withhold aflent on fuch a 
fubjedt. He believed in every fuch inftance the 
exercife of ciifcretion was reftrained. To illuftrate 
his ideas, he could mention a fimilar inftance. The 
Conftitution had declared, that the Prefident fhould 
receive a flated compensation for his fervices, to be 
afcertained by law, which could neither be dimi- 
nifhed nor enlarged during the term for which he 
fhould have been eledled. Here was a duty impofed 
on the Legiflature, with the performance of which 
they could not, they had no power to difpenfe. 
Yet after the compenfation was ftated, no payment 
could be made but in coqfequence of appropriating. 
He afked, if, in this cafe, when the public will was 
exprefled, the engagement and the national faith 
pledged, the Legiflature could of right withhold the 
„ * :. neceflary 
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neceflary appropriation? The fame obfervations 
might, he iaid, be applied to every inftance where 
public controls were formed* The public faith was 
pledged ; the neceflary appropriations mufl be made 
to prevent a violation of it, and, if withheld, fuch 
violation might juftly be charged on the Legiflature. 

Here a long convetfation took place with refpe<9: 
to the expediency of the propofed meafure, on the 
advantages and difedvantages of a Mint, &c. After 
which Mr. Laving/ton, whom we fhall by and by 
fee making a confiderable figure in the field of op- 
polition to the Government, made a motion for the 
firiking out the whole appropriation for the Mint. 

Mr, Murray (from Maryland) faid, that had the 
Gentleman from New-York moved for delay, for 
the'purpofc of introducing a motion to repeal the 
law which rendered this appropriation neceflary, he 
would not have troubled the Houfe with a Angle 
remark; but bis motion to ftrike out an appropria- 
tion, for the purpofe of bringing the policy of the 
It w itfelf into difcuffion, contained a principle in 
his mind fo repugnant to the great legiflative duties 
of the Houfe f that he would oppofe it. The 6bje6t 
of the appropriation is not a temporary one, but a 
part of the machinery of our Government, under 
the exprefs authority of the Conftitution, by law. 
The dodtrine now contended for by the Gentlemen 
from New-York and Pennfylvania (Mr, Livingfton 
and Mr- Gallatin) was, that this Houfe have a dif- 
cretionary power of appropriating, or not. To this 
do&rine, taken in the extent which he conceived 
they contended for, he could not give his fupport. 
On the contrary, he thought, that in all cafes where 
an appropriation flowed from a law to make good a 
€ontra&, or to ered a permanent organ in the Go- 
vernment, ajid from any law whofe obje<5l was per- 
manent, the true do&rine was, that it was the duty 
«f the Houfe to vote an appropriation, A law is the 
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will of the nation : the fame powers only that fornied 
it can repeal it. If it be a conftitutional.adt, -nd 
power can lawfully obftrucSt its operation or its ex- 
ifterice. But attending to the do&rine maintained 
to-day, it would follow, that though this Houfe had 
not the power of repealing a law made by all ih6 
branches of Government, it may obftrudt its opera- 
tions and render it a dead letter; though it cannot 
repeal, it may do what fhall amount to a repeal* 
which is the afiumption of a power almoft equal to 
that of exclufive legiflation. He thought he faw in 
this an evil of great extent, and an anarchy of theo - 
retic principles. It appeared to him, that though 
we originate money-bills, we had no right to refufe 
an appropriation to exifting laws that either fecured 
a debt or any contract, or that related to obje&s 
permanent by the law that created or acknowledged 
them, as long as the law itfelf remained unyepealedi 
We had but a fhare of legiflative power. Where a 
law, relative to fuch obje&s as he had alluded to* 
cxifted, from which an appropriation followed tfll 
the law ceafed, by repeal or by other conftitutional 
means, it was obligatory upon us, as well as, upon 
our conftituents ; and the only powers we could ex- 
ercife, of a difcretionary fort, refolved themYclves 
either intq the mode of making good the appropria- 
tion, or of voting for its repeal. The other branches 
would then judge of the propriety of our pro- 
ceeding ; but tilt they, who affifled in its enadling, 
judged with us the neceffity of doing it away, at 
duty refulted that we fhould give it the energy in* 
tended by its enaction. 

The appropriation for the Mint was finally paffed. 

Remarks. — The firft three items in the Appro- 
priation Bill were as follows : 

For 
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J?or compenfation to the Prefident of the Dollars. 

United States - T r 25,000 

To the Vice-prefidfcnt r - r 5>ooo 

To the Members of the Senate r - 38,000 

Now, would it not have been much the fhqrteft 
way for Mr. LivingJIon to move for ftriking out thefe 
three items ? This would have been coming to the 
jnark at once. By only three ftrokes of the " Calm 
Obferver's" pen, the free, the independent; the be- 
neficent Government of the United States might have 
been changed into a National Convention ; and in 
4he fame nqmber of days we might have feen our 
fireets patrolled by revolutionary ruffians, our pro- 
perty expofed to requisitions and our heads to the 
guillotine^ 

But Jt is not my intention to enter into the 
merits of a motion at once the height of malevolence 
and abfurdity ; I have introduced this debate merely 
to have an opportunity of introducing the principle 
J#id dovyn by Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Gallatin along 
ytiih it 

This gentleman tells us, that the Houfe of Re^ 
prefentatives " have a right, by withholding appro- 
" priationjs whfu they fee proper y Xofiop the wheels of 
1* Government" ■ I fhould be glad to know where 
he learnt this : whether from his companions in 
JJraddock's Field, or from their correfpondents, the 
corrupted fiour-inerchants in Philadelphia. They, 
jtodeed, were well verfed in flopping the wheels of 
Qpverqment by the agenpy of appropriations. 

When Mr. Gallatin rpfe from his feat to broach 
<tbi$ clogging principle, there was an old farmer 
fitting betide me, to whom the perfon of the orator 
feemed familiar: " Ah, ah !" fays he, " what's 
" little Mofes in Congrefs?" I fharply reprimanded 
him for taking one of our reprefentatives for a Jew ; 
but, to confefs a truth, the Gentleman from Geneva 

Jias an accent not unlike thai of a wandering Ifraeiite. 

^ .............. 
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It is neither Italian, German, nor French ; and were 
it not a fort of leze republicanifm, I would lay he 
clipped the King's Englifh moft unmercifully. Such 
an acjeent is admirably adapted for extolling. the va- 
lue of leaden buckles, or for augmenting the dis- 
cordant howlings of a fynagoguc ; but it throws a 
certain air of ridicule over the debates of a legiftative 
afiembly, and forms a fort of burlefque oh the har- 
monious eloquence of the other members. 

When I told the good jog-trot to take care what 
he was faying, for that the perfonage then on his legs 
was no other than the great Gallatin, he opened his 
, eyes, and with a look ind voice cxpreffive of an honeft 
indignation, " What V 9 fays he, " that fame Gal- 
" latin who was one of the leaders in the weflern 
#c infurre<3ion ?* I could not help fmiling at the 
fimplicity of my country friend, in not perceiving 
that fuch a circumflance was the higheft proof of 
Mr. Gallatin's patriotifm, and the only one that re- 
commended him to the fuffrages of his conftituents. 
*• No wonder," fays the farmer, " that he wants to 
cc flop the wheels of Government. I wifti he'd at- 
* c tempt to flop the wheels of my waggon as I am 
iC g a "*g dewn hill." God forgive me, but I believe. 
I faid Amen. 

Mr. Gallatin has been accufed of inconfifteney; 
but here I cannot join the enemies of that gentle- 
man. Whatever a man may be, I love to do him 
ample juftice. This is a principle fo ftrongly iiff- 
printed in my brcaft, that it induces me to under- 
take the defence of Mr. Gallatin's confiftency, 
though I have not the higheft refpefl for his general 
conduct or for his character. 

We might follow this gentleman through his poli- 
tical career from the day of his difembarkation tQ 
the prefent feffion of Congrefs ; but it will not, I 
imagine, be neceflary to go further back than thq 
weflern rebellion. 
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So early as the 21ft of July, 1791, we find him 
Clerk to a meeting for oppofing the excife law, or, 
in other words, " flopping the wheels of Govern- 
• f ment." — On the 21ft of April, 1792, we find 
this adjourned meeting declaring, " That whereas 
96 fome men may be found among us, fo far loft to 
" every fenfe of virtue, and feeling for the diftrefles 
€€ of our country, as to accept the office for the 
u collection of the duty ; 

" Refolved, therefore, that in future we will 
€ * corifider fuch perfons as unworthy of our friend- 
€€ (hip, have no intercourfe or dealings with them, 
€C withdraw from them every afiiflance, and wiih- 
€€ hold all the comforts of life, which depend upon 
• c thole duties which as men and fellow-citizens we 
€€ owe to each other, and upon all occafions treat 
* € them with that contempt they deferve ; and that 
V it be, and it is hereby mofi earneftly recommended 
tf to the people at large , to follow the fame line of 
" conduct towards them." 

Thus, then, I think here is no inconfiftency ; no 
change of principles. « The man that could draw up 
a refolution like this, cannot be faid to have aban- 
doned his principles, when he declares that the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives may flop the wheels of 
Government, when they fee proper, by withholding 
appropriations. 

It is faid, indeed, that Mr. Gallatin has fince re- 
pented of his infurredHon conduct, that he called 
the above-quoted refolution his " political fin," and 
we all know that he figned a promife of fubmiffion 
to the laws ; but let it be remembered, that he 
never talked about this political fin, until he came 
down to Philadelphia, and that his promife of fub- 
miffion to the laws was not made, until he faw that 
refiftance was in vain, and that it was the only way 
of availing himfelf of the amnefly, and faving his 
carcafs from a loathfome dungeon. And ; if he did 

leave 
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]eave his poor deluded adherents in the lurch, anil 
even facrifice them tp his own (afety, this is no more 
than every rebellious ringleader is ready to do, when 
the moment of danger arrives. It is by no means 
? proof of inconfiftency in the Gentleman from Ge- 
neva. It is, to ufe the words of a late political 
writer, ^ varying his means to preferve the tsnitjr of his 
* c end" When overturning a government, or flop* 

}>ing its wheels, is the fole obje& of a patriot, to 
ong as he keeps fleadily towards the point, whether 
by open rebellion, eonfeffing his political fin, pre* 
tending fubmiifion, lurching his afibciates, or with* 
folding appropriations, he can never bf jufUy 
pharged with inconfiftency. 

Rebate an the Appointment of a Stetngraphfr-. 
January igth. 

On the 28th a report of the Sfenographica! Com- 
mittee was given in, fpecifying that the Committee 
had receifed propofels from Mr. David Rohertfon of 
Virginia, whofe demand for one feflioi* was 4000 
dollars. The report became the order of the day for 
the 29th, when a refolution was propofed in favour 
of the appointment. 

I fhall choofe from this debate what fell from Mr. 
Swanwick and Mr. William Smith, as appearing to 
me to cpmprife nearly all that was urged on both 
fides. 

Mr. Swanwick (from P^rmfyJvania}. As tp the 
gentleman who is the fubjeft of the refolution, if 1 
have more ftrenuoufly than ufual oppofed the mo- 
tion, it is from a defire to keep him from quitting 
the lucrative fituation he is faid to find himfelf in, 
to embark on the ftormy fea he is contemplating/ 
To he the organ of the members of this Houfe to. 
their conftituents is indeed a very delicate talk ; one 
for which, conlidering the danger he might be ir* of 
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Sil Orpheus's fate, that of being torn to pieces, the 
falary is but a poor compenfation. He is to do juf- 
tice to the eloquence of fome members — he is to 
Clothe id an elegant drefs the uncouth, yet well- 
meaning expreffions of others. But what will he do 
*rith the filent members, who never fpeak at all ?— * 
What will their conftituents think of them ? In- 
deed, Sir, if he had the idea I have formed of his 
danger, he will not undertake at all. Faction and 
party have been mentioned— happy Stenographer, if 
he can keep clear of thefe ! If he fall into their 
power, infenfibly he will reprefent one fide in clouds 
and darknefs, the other as ornamented with the 
brighteft beams of light. How will he pleafe both ? 
Mifreprefentation is complained of : alas, Sir, how 
quick is error, how flow is the progrefs of truth in 
almoft all things ! Our Stenographer muft indeed be 
a wonder-working man, if he can revert this tide, 
and make every where light, and corredt reafoning 
prevail. The beft mode of informing our conftitu- 
ents is by the Yeas and Nays on our a2ts ; this truly 
Ihows, as a gentleman from New-Hampfhire has 
obferved, our doings, which are much more inter- 
efting to them than our abftraft reafonings ; thefe 
our conftituents will eafily form to themfelves ideas 
off when they know our vptes. 

Mr. W. Lyman jMaJfachnfetts) faid, that if this 
tefolution did not pafs, // would be advifable to fend 
all the Printers to the gallery. 

Mr. W. Smith (South Carolina) faid it was admit- 
ted on all fides, that it was highly important for the, 
people to receive the moft accurate information of 
the proceedings of the Houfe, and that the debates 
were in general extremely mifreprefented. Was it 
Hot then the duty of the Houfe to remedy this evil, 
and to adopt fuch meafures as would tranfmit to the 
people in every part of the United States, the moft 
accurate information of the condudt of their fepre- 

vol. in. s fentatives ? 
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fentatives ? The Houfe bad now an opportunity of 
obtaining the fervices of a gentleman peculiarly 
diflinguifhed for the rare talent of reporting with 
accuracy public debates : the compenfation which 
would be adequate to fuch ufeful and laborious fer- 
vice was beyond the ability of any printer; the 
Houfe ought therefore to contribute towards it. The 
fum required was a trifle when compared with the 
advantages; it was no object: the only queftion 
then was, whether the Stenographer ought to be an 
officer of the Houfe.; in that capacity he certainly 
would be more eafily reflrained from thecomjniffion 
of any wilful mifreprefentation. Mr. Smith did not 
feel the force of the objections againll the report. 
It had been faid, that although the members were 
now mifreprcfented, yet they had it in their power 
to publifh corrections ; but thefe corrections were 
often overlooked, while the mifreprefentation Was 
operating very injuriously to the character of the 
Member : this was generally the cafe in places re- 
mote from the feat of government ; the mangled ac- 
count of a debate was republifhed in a diftant pa- 
per, and the corre&ion, if it reached the diftant 
printer, was generally disregarded. Among the op- 
ponents to the report; Mr. Smith faid that he was 
furprifed to find the gentleman who reprefented this 
city (Mr. Swan wick), who more than any other 
Member (houid have withdrawn his oppofition to 
the meafure propofed ; that gentleman's constitu- 
ents had it in their power at any time to hear the de- 
bates of Congrefs ; they were on the fpot ; ought 
he not then in candour to aflift in facilitating to the 
remote citizens the means of obtaining the beft 
knowledge of the proceedings, and the raoft corred 
flatement of the difcuffions of the Houfe? ought 
they, from their remotenefs, to be kept in the dark, 
or to be furnilhed with fuch light as would only 
mifle^d ? .Had they not a claim on the Houfe to 

adopt 



MARCH, 1796. aj9 

aclopt fuch means as would enable the citizens in 
every State to judge of the propriety of public mea- 
fures ?* The Member from this city had another ex- 
clufive advantage ; if mifreprfcfented, he could cor- 
rect the error, attd the corre&ion will be read ; that 
was'not the cafe with the members of remoter States, 
Whofe reputation might be injured by mifreprefenta- 
tion without a fimilar advantage : the Member from 
this city was in the midft of his conftituents ; he 
had daily opportunities of fetting right any miftate- 
ttient by pdrfonal explanation. 

Mr. Smith faid he did not agree with fome gen- 
tlemen, that it was fufficient for the people to know 
what laws were pafled, without knowing the pre- 
vious difcuflions ; he thought, on the contrary, the 
favourable or unfavourable impreffion of a law on 
the public mind would depend in a great degree on 
the realbns affigned foi 4 and againft it in debates, and 
the people ought td know thofe reafons. When a law 
f>afles impofing a tax, would not the people be rc- 
conciledi if they faw, from the difcuflions of the 
Houfe, that fuch tax was unavoidable, and that the 
particular mode of taxation was the beft which 
could be devifed ? And ought this information to 
depend entirely on the caprice or convenience of the 
reporters, who attended when it pleafed them, and 
who publilhed juft as much of the debates as they 
found leifure or_ patience to accomplifh ? Mr. 
Smith faid, he was convinced that the errors which 
had excited fomuch complaint were not the effeftof 
defign, but merely of inadequacy to the talk ; very 
few were competent to fuch a bufinefs, which re- 
quired peculiar fkill in (lenography, very laborious 
application, and a clear comprehension of the fub- 
jeft matter of debate. It could not be expected 
that perfons thus qualified would devote their whole 
time to this bufinefs without an ample reward. The 
report was objc&ed. to. becaufe there was novelty in 

s 2 the 
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the plan ; it was true the Houfe of Commons of 
England had no fuch officer, but their pra&ice was 
not a fit precedent for us on this occafion, for they 
admitted nopcrfon to write down in the Houfe their 
proceedings ; their debates w*ere taken from memory* 
This Houfe on the contrary had, from its firft infti- 
tution, facilitated, by every accommodation, the re- 
porting their proceedings. The thing was not alto- 
gether however without precedent ; during the ex- 
iflence of the National Afiembly of France there 
were officers of the Houfe who compofed a daily 
work called the Logography, which was an exadl 
account of the debates of that body. It had been 
- aiked, what control the Houfe were to have over 
this officer ? He anfwered, that the Stenographer 
would be liable to be cenfured or difplaced, if he^ 
ihould be guilty of wilful mifreprefentation ; it 
would be always cafy to difcriminate between a cafual 
inadvertence, and a criminal miflatement : the offi* 
cer's character and talents, his refponfibility to the 
Houfe, and his oath to report with impartiality, 
would be a fufficient pledge of his accuracy. Mr- 
Smith ferioufly believed, that the character of the 
Houfe had fuffcred from the erroneous fiatcments 
which had gone abroad ; he wifhed to guard agaiafr 
thisevil in future; he was willing, for himfel^that 
every fyllable he uttered within thofe walls ihould 
be carried to every part of the Union, but he depre- 
cated mifreprefentation. He was anxious that the 
truth fhould be known, in relation to every a6t of 
the Government ; for he was as fatisfied that the af- 
fedlion and confidence of the people in this Govern- 
ment would increafe with the promulgation of truth, 
as that whatever it had loft of that affc6tion and 
confidence was owing altogether to the propagation 
of detraction and calumny. It was under thefe im- 
preflions that he had originally brought forward the 
proportion, and that he now recommended the re- 

" P° rt i 
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port ; and having heard no reafons to change his fen- 
timents of the expediency of the meafure, hefhould 
perfift in fupporting it. 

The Committee of the whole was difcharged 
from any further confideration of the fubjeft. 

Remarks, — The Houfe had nearly got upon a 
rock here, which they would have found it difficult 
to get off from in fafety. Perhaps there was never a 
refolution propofed, at once fo apparently trifling 
and fo pregnant with mifchief. Let any man reflect 
for a moment on the ftate of parties in this country, 
and he will look with affright at the appointment of 
an officer, invefted with the power of disfiguring 
every argument, and even every phrafe, that a Mem- 
ber of the Legiflature may let fall. The gentlemen 
who fupported the refolution, talk of his being 
fworn ; and did we live in thofe good old times, 
when oaths were fuperior to the fpirit of party, the 
argument would be unanfwerable : but, alas ! thofe 
times are no more. Oaths on the Evangelifts are, 
in this enlightened age, little more than mockery. 
The members of the prefent Congrefs have every 
man of them fworn to maintain the Conftitution of 
the United States, and yet Jiow many of them do 
wfe fee at this moment, (training every faculty of the 
mind to render it null and void ? What then could 
be hoped from a Stenographer ? 

Were a perfedl ft ranger to liften to a debate, he 
would contrad a partiality for one fide or the other, 
before it was half over. Every man in a popular 
government has his party ; and who can fuppofe 
that the Stenographer would not have his ? It was 
faid that the Houfe had a check upon him, in their 
power to difmifs him from his office. But this 
muft be done by a vote of the Houfe, and therefore 
it could be no defence for a Member who, had the 
misfortune to find himfelf in a minority, l 

s 3 Indeed, 
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Indeed, this power of difmiffion is one of the 
worfl parts of the plan ; for, as the Stenographer 
would be loath to quit fo lucrative an employment, 
he would of neceffity be led to preferve a majority 
in his favour ; and what would be fo fure a way of 
doing this as mifreprefenting the fpeeches of the mi-* 
nority ? A Member might complain ; but the Ste-» 
nographer, fecure in his majority, would laugh at 
him. Thus might a man of talents and integrity 
be officially reprefented as a fool or a knave, with- 
out having the poffibility of redrefs. In vain would 
he endeavour to jufiify himfelf : the fworn Stcno- 
. grapher would be believed before him, and the 
Houfe, by a folemn decifion, would determine that 
he had faid what he never dreamt of. 

Should an officer like this ever enter the Houfe, 
it is eafy to forefee that he will not be long wanted, 
The very fight of fuch a tremendous umpire would 
frighten away all freedom of fpeech. It is true the 
members of the majority might prattle away, but 
thofe of the other fide would naturally look upoi} 
tbemfelves in the fituation of a man who is making 
a depofition. One party only would dare to open 
their mouths. Where there is no oppofition there 
can be no debate, and, of courfe, no need of a 
Stenographer. 

Mr f Smith's objection to citing the example of the 
Britifh Houfe of Commons on this occafion did not 
appear to me well-founded, They permit no one 
to write down their words after them ; yet I believe 
it will be allowed that their debates are very well ret 
ported ; and this is a pretty good proof that an offi^ 
cer for that purpofe is by no mean* necefiary. 

This gentleman mentioned the officers of the 
Logography employed by the fecpnd National Af- 
fembly in France. Unfoftupate inftance! The 
French Conftitution, that '* mafter-piece of legif- 
*' lation," which was to laft $s long as the round 

world, 
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world, lafted only ten months and ten days ; and, 
among the engines by which it was deftroyed, the 
office of the Logography claims a conspicuous 
place. There were ten of thefe reporters. They 
wrote in the literal chara&er : one took the firft fen* 
tence, another the fecond, and fo on. Ten men 
were mach more difficult to warp and corrupt than 
one would be, and yet we ever fee them the decided 
tools of the firongeft party. Members complained 
of mifreprefentations, and had the fatisfadtion to fee 
their complaints ftill more disfigured than their 
fpeeches. The confequence was, the few real 
friends of theconftitution were obliged to hold their 
tongues, and fufFer the inflammatory harangues of 
their opponents to go forth among the people uncon- 
tradicted. 

I never like to hear the examples of foreign go- 
vernments applied to our own, particularly the ex- 
amples of what is called the Government of France. 
I was aftonifhed that a gentleman of Mr. Smith's 
good fenfe and good intentions fhould hold up for 
our imitation, pr even mention as an inftance, one 
of the moil iniidious meafures of an Affembly, who 
were guilty of every crime under heaven ; who, after 
having repeatedly fworn to defend with their lives, 
the inviolability of their fovereign, coolly planned 
an infurredlion to hurl him from his throne, after- 
wards made this very infurredlion the fubje6t of an 
article of accufation againft him, and decreed that 
their own ferjury was a virtue ! 

Mr. Lyman $ hint for driving all the printers out of 
the Houfe, unlefs the refoluhon pajfed> was a ftriking 
inftance of the domineering fpirit, which would in- 
fallibly have overborne any Stenographer who had 
been unfortunate enough to accept of the poft. 

This hint broke out, fome days after, in the forn\ 
of a refolution, from the lips of Mr. Heath of Vir- 
ginia— u Refolved, that, until a Stenographer be 
14 " appointed, 
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'* appointed, or further provifion made for taking 
" the debates of this Houfe, no printer be permitted 
" to publifh abflrafls of theffeeches of members \ unlefs 
" permitted by members making the fame? This was 
the fubtfance of the refolution, and a curious one 
it is, 

Thefe gentlemen feera to have been determined 
to force their harangues, at full length, down our 
throats, or to keep us in a fort of political ftarva-f 
tion. We mud either fwallow them by dozens of 
yards, as buffoons do ribands, or we muft neve* 
have a tafte. 

I wonder where Mr. Lyman learnt a do&rine like 
this. Such an idea could certainly never be engen^ 
dercd in the free temperate air of Maflachufetts. 
As to the Gentlenian from Virginia, I am not fur T 
prifed ; for we know that when a fulky negro will 
not lick up his mefs clean, however infipid, difr 
gufting, and naufeous it may be, he is muzzled till 
his itomach comes to. But are we Pennfylvanians 
to be treated thus ?t— No, no, Mr. Heath ; when 
you get the government on the other fide of the 
Potomack, you may, and undoubtedly will, do 
what you pleafe with it ; but we have four years to 
live, at any rate ; be not in fuch hafte to muzzle us 
then. • 

Should this refolution ever reach the ofher iide of 
the Atlantic, what idea will it give the Englilh pa- 
triots of our liberty of the prefs ? If a Member of 
the Britifh Houfe of Commons were to propofe fuck 
£ tyrannical refolution, J fhould not wonder to hear 
of his being ftoned to death. Not publifh abftra&s 
from fpeeches without particular permiflion ! The 
idea was certainly imported from the borders of the 
Palus Meotis. 

, ' Had thefe two gfentlemen reftri&ed the prohibition 
to their own fpeeches, I believe that neither the 
Houfe nor the public would have cared much about 

the 
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the matter; for neither of them is of the Ciceronian 
flam p. It is obfervable, that thofe who appeared 
moft anxious for the appointment of a Stenogra-r 
pher, if we except one or two, arc amongft the few- 
whole fpeeches can do them no fort of credit with 
any party. This is the way of the world. Ani^ 
mals, whether endued with the faculty of fpeefch ot 
not, feem to fly in the face of nature. The ugly 
woman is everlaflingly at her glafs ; the owl thought 
her frightful brood the prettieil little creatures in the 
world ; and the infipid orator, while his voice is 
drowned in the heipmings, coughings, and fnorings 
pf his drowfy audience, thinks he is uttering fcq- 
iences that ought to be written in letters of gold. 

It was observed in the courfe of the debate, that, 
if the printers committed errors, gentlemen might 
write out their fpeeches and fend them to the prefs. 
To this Mr. Nichols replied, that he was above do- 
ing any fuch thing. — For my part, I mufl confefs, 
that, were I capable of making a fpeech, I fhould 
be too lazy to write it out for the newfpapers ; but 
as to its being beneath a lawgiver, I fhall fay no- 
thing ; for we have an example before our eyes of a 
folio orator in the Houfe of Aflembly of Pennfyl- 
variia, who is fo far from thinking it beneath him to 
write out his fpeeches, that he even reads them from 
his feat, like a fchoolboy from his bench. I allude 
here to one Doflor Morpheus, who, finding his 
neighbours determined not to die under his hands, 
is now endeavouring to aflaffinate the State. The 
State, however, feems to "partake of the obftinacy 
of his neighbours, turning a deaf ear to all his pre- 
fcriptions. The bolus of fedition which he had 
kneaded up for the Affembly, did, indeed, at firft, 
operate as a provocative on fome of the members 
from Whifkyland ; but, luckily, the foporific qua- 
lities of it foon became predominant, and, at lafl 
$bfolutely irrefiftible. At the end of the fecond pal 
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ragraph the Chairman was perceived to yawn, the 
third rocked him off, and the fourth laid the whole 
Aflembly faft afleep. The fifth reached the door- 
keeper, at the further end of the paflage ; and be- 
fore the fixth was half finifhed, an old woman 
who fells apples at the gate, dropped from her ftool; 
The political Morpheus continued to fpread his pop- 
pies, till, perceiving the effedte of his bolus, he 
Jlunk off home to his liver nippy and -four crout.— 
Should this quack in politics as well as phyfic be 
Vuffered to continue his lectures, the Aflembly of 
Pennfylvania may write over their dfcors, as the 
French do over thofe of their burying-grounds: 
44 This is the place of everlafting fleep *." 

After this little trip to the Land of Nod, kt us 
return to our Stenographer. 

I by no means call in queftion the virtue of Mr. 
Robertfon, the officer propofed : on the contrary, 
I fhould fuppofe his virtue muft be very high ; for 
like that of Fielding's poflboy, it is very high priced. 
1( it be equal to his modefty, it is certainly beyond 
any thing reafonably to be expedied from a frail 
mortal. The humble demand of four thoufand dol- 
lars for the feffion is not a great deal more than eight 
times as much as any Member of the Houfe re- 
ceives. The very mention of fuch a fum cannot fail 
to bring forth fwarms of flenographers, las a warm 
night at the playhoufe is faid to hatch comedians. 

I cannot conclude this article without reminding 
gentlemen of their cruelty to my poor Caledonian 
friend, Callender. How was he mauled f how was 
his Regifter torn to pieces ! One took* him by the 
wig, another by the ear; he writhed and winced 
and jumped about, as the French fay, like a frog 
upon a gridiron. I much queftion if he were in 

* This paflage alludes to Da. Lie** 
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greater torture when the conftables of Edinburgh 
were at his heels, — Oh ! gentlemen from Virginia:! 
how could you fo belabour this imported patriot ? 
A man that has not only forfworn his country, but 
has written, or rather tranfcribed, two whole " Po- 
litical Progrefies" purely to curry favour with you ! 
Nay, he has even blafphemed the Prefident, and 
juftified the non-payment of debts; and yet, oh 
ingratitude ! you could finile at his agonies ! If this 
be the way you treat your friends, I hope I fhall 
never be numbered amongft them ; at leaft until 
your manners and principles change. 

One gentleman exprefled a good deal of anxiety, 
left the « Political RegHJer" fhould defcend to pos- 
terity ; but let him quiet his fears on this account ; 
for, whether the fpeeches which Callender has col- 
lected were written out or not, they are a more po- 
tent opiate than any drug that was ever pounded in 
the mortar of DoQor Morpheus ; and that is faying a 
great deal, Iamfure. 

Debate on Half an Hours Adjournment. 
February zzct. 

Mr. Smith (from South Carolina) moved, that the 
Houfe adjourn for half an hour, in order to give the 
members an opportunity of congratulating the Pre- 
fident of the United States on the return of his birth- 
day. 

Strange to tell ! this motion was oppofed. The 
ground of this opposition was, that it was the duty 
of-the Houfe firft to attend to the difcharge of their 
legislative functions, before they attended to the 
faying of compliment^. It was faid, on the other 
hand, that it had been the praftice, ever fince the 
efiablifhment of the general government, for the 
Houfe to make a fhort adjournment, for the purpofe 
mentioned in the motion* 

After 
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After fome converfation in this way, Mr. Gallatin 
moved, that the words, " half an hour" be ftruck 
out. 

This amendment was reje&ed. The motion was 
then put, and loll : 

Ayes 38 
Noes 50 

Thus was it determined, by a majority of twelve, 
to withhold from the Prefident a flight compliment, 
which he had been accuftomed to receive from the 
Houfe, from the firft year of its exiftence. 

I was but too right in faying, that, at the opening 
of ttje feflion, " he faw, even among thofe to whom 
" he addrefled himfelf, numbers, who were ready 
* c to prefent hip the cup of humiliation filled to the 
" brim/' 

The excufe, " that it was the duty of the Houfe 
" firft to attend to the difcharge of their legiflative 
*' functions," was a moft miferable fubterfuge. 
Half an hour only was afked for. Heavens ! hqw 
many half hours have been idled away this very fef- 
fion ! — The Speaker fends word that he is indifpofed. 
^-Adjourn ! Adjourn ! — And this is repeated day 
after day. What would have been eafier than to ap- 
point a Speaker fro tern, if members were fo remifs 
in the " difcharge of their legiflative fup6Hons )" 
Yet this was not done, nor, I believe, propofed ; 
though fome one of thefe fifty indefatigable members 
was certainly prefent. How differently dp men fee 
the fame obje6t, under different circumflances ! 
The Speaker's bcadach adjourns the Houfe far 
whole days. But half an honr 9 a poor thirty mi- 
nutes, was too precious to be wafted in a refpc&ful 
compliment to the Prefident ! 

The Gentleman from Whijkylatid was, without 
doubt, afraid that the motion would not be ieje<3? 
ed altogether. He imagined the Houfe had not fo 
far got the better of prejiidift, aa to pome to an w 

qualified 
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Tjtialified determination not to wait oh the Prefi- 
dent ; he therefore propofed to leave out the words* 
€t half an hour.' 9 If this amendment had pafled, the 
Houfe would have adjourned, not for half an hour^ 
but jfor the whole day ; but then it would have feem- 
ed that they did it for their own pleafure and recrea- 
tion, and not for the purpofe of complimenting Ge- 
neral Washington, the only thing that Mr. Gallatin 
feems to have been afraid of. 

This propofed amendment is an excellent expla- 
nation of the ambiguous excufe, " that it was the 
" duty of the Houfe firft to attend to the difchargc 
" of their legislative fun&ions." What ! would 
their duty permit them to feparate for the whole day, 
and not pdrmit them to feparate for half an hour ? 
Thefe gentlemen feem to count time as the French 
do their aflignats ; a thirtieth part is more valuablev 
than the whole. Mr. Gallatin appears to have 
fcorned the fubterfuge. No matter how much time 
was fpent, or in what manner, fo that it was not for 
the exprefs purpofe of waiting on the Prefident ; fo 
that the infult was rendered acute. 

What muft have been the Prefidcnt's reflections, 
when he read the Sketch of this debate ? 

When I compare the determinaiion of the Houfe 
of RepreTentatives of this day, with their condudt 
and that of the people at the time of the Presi- 
dent's installation, I bluSh for them both. His jour- 
ney from his feat in Virginia to New- York was al- 
moft one continued triumphal entry. As he ap- 
proached the towns, he found the road decked with 
laurel and Shewed with flowers. Sometimes he was 
hailed with the firing of cannon, at others with the 
ringing of bells, and every where with the fhouts of 
the multitude. Proceflions were formed to conduft 
him — the magiftrates, the military, men of all trades, 
companies of matrons, and choirs of white-robed 
tirgins. It were vain to attempt an account of the 

fcfti/als 
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feftivals, balls, galas, fireworks, illuminations, toot* 
tos, fonnets, and odes, in honour of the " Saviour 
" of his Country." " Merit" (find one of his pa- 
negyrifts on this occafion), "merit mud be great 
" indeed, when it can call forth fuch honours from 
" a free and enlightened people : honours due to 
" a man, whole life has been one feries of labours, 
" which are upon a fcale that Heaven never before 
" affigned to mortal. Future generations will fay of 
" him with the poet : 

" So near perfe&ion, that he flood 

*• Upon the boundary line 
* € Of fin ire from infinite good f 

44 Of human from divine" 

Will " future generations" believe, that irt fefif 
than feven years after this unbounded ftraiff of pane- 
gyric was in vogue, the Reprefentatives of the People 
came to a formal determination/ that half an hour was 
too much to be wafted in congratulating this fame 
man on the return of his birthday ? 

Debate on the Bill authorizing a Loan for the Ufeofth 
City of Washington. 

February 23*/. 

This debate was very long, and rather unintereft- 
ing ; but, as I mean to fpeak on it myfelf, I cannot 
with candour refufe to give a (ketch of what was faid 
by one or two of my opponents, to enable the reader 
to judge between us. 

Mr. Swanwick (who fpoke on the fame fide that 
I (hall do) faid, that he obje&ed to the bill generally 
upon the fame ground as yefterday, with refpeft to 
joining the fecuritics of the lots and the faith of the 
United States together. He alked, how the pafling 
of this bill could give value to the buildings of the 
Federal city ? Is it not, faid he, already ena&ed, 
that Congrefs (hall fit there in the year 1801 ? The- 
value of the lots, he faid, was to be increafed only 
2 
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by the felling them to a number of perfons. The 
city muft owe its profperity to its peculiar advantages 
as a commercial fpot, and not to its being the feat 
of government. It was therefore the intereft of 
the United States to fell the lots, and induce Che peo- 
ple to fettle there. The higher price the lots bore, 
the greater would be theobftacles to fettJement. If 
it was the intention of the United States to grant 
money for the completion of the buildings, let the 
tloufe fay fo. When it was firft propofed to remove 
the Government to the Federal city, it was faid, that 
it would be the intereft of perfons to give lots to en- 
courage the Government to come there. The fecurity 
now afked for was never contemplated. He had, 
however, no obje&ion to the United States granting 
money, but he wasagaiaft the making of two loans, 
one on the credit of the United States, and another 
on that.of the United States and certain lots. 

Mr. Brent (from Virginia) faid, that it had been 
obferved, that if the lots be a fufficicnt furetf for thfe 
loan, why guarantee it? At prefent, he faid, the 
lots were not fufficient. Mr. Brent obferved, that 
the bill before them would be corifnlered as the touch/lone 
to determine whether the feat of government will go to 
the banks of the Potomack % or not. Motives of policy 
and economy, and obje&ions to increafing the pub- 
lic debt, will not apply in this cafe; the very a<ft pro- 
vides funds to guarantee the loan ; for though the 
property, until the propofed loan be guaranteed, 
would fell for a mere trifle, when it is guaranteed, it 
will fell for a great price ; fo great a difference would 
it make, that he believed property which will then 
fell for two millions of dollars, would not othervvile 
be worth 100,000 dollars. If, therefore, Gentlemen 
are againft the bill from economical views, they are 
miftaken ; for it was his opinion, that the property 
Would not only pay off the loan, but eventually be a 
confiderable fund towards the difcharge of the public debt. 

It 
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It had been fuggefted, that the United States werg 
under no obligation to make this guarantee. Hef 
thought differently ; he believed the credit of the 
United States materially concerned. The public 
have relied fully upon the countenance of Gcfvern- 
ment in the bufinfcfs; rhany perfons indeed have: 
made great facrifices to procure lots in this new city^ 
and if, after holding out temptations to people, Go- 
vernment fhould not go there at the propofed time, 
all thefe perfons will be ruined, arid nftam will be laid 
*n the national char after. He hoped, therefore, no 
objection would be made to carrying the bill into 
effe&. 

Mr. Giles (from Virginia) wifhed to remark on 
what had fallen from a Member from Pennfylvania 
yefterday, with refpedl to the law providing for thef 
removal of the feat of government. That law, he 
faidy differed from all others. The coftfiitution itfelf, 
he faid, prefcribes the rule ; the a& only fixes the fpot 
where if fhould be carried into effedl. The aft is> 
therefore, not repealable. The conflitution does not 
give a power to fix upon two fpots, but upon one 
fpot. He thought it necefTary to make this remark, 
left he might be fuppoled to countenance the opinion 
he combalted. It had been remarked, that it would 
be in fome degree degrading to the United States, to 
borrow money on the credit of lots ; he thought dif^ 
ferently, and fhowed that it was a common thing in 
governments to borrow money on different funds. 
It had been wifhed to difconnedt the Government 
from the bufinefs t whrlft Government guaranteed the'* 
loan, he faid it would make no difference whether 
the loan was bottomed^on the lots, Or otherwise. The 
nature of the engagement was the fame. The ques- 
tion was, whether the Houfe would agree to gua-- 
rantoe the loan, or not. 

Mr. Giles faid, that he had feen and was ac-> 

quaintcd with the buildings carrying on hx the Fcde'-» 
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tat city. He thought the houfe ereSIing for the refidence 
of the Pref dent was much too magnificent, much more 
fo than was intended. Every one thought fo who 
faw it ; but this was no reafon for obft ruling the 
progrefs of the bufinefs. He hoped the bill would 
be formed in a manner fo as to meet the general fenfe 
of the Houfe. Though he had objefted to the gran- 
deur of the houfe intended for the Prefident 9 he would 
have the buildings/or Congrefs ereEted. on agrandfcale 9 
and fitted for the Representatives of a great and free 
people. 

The bill was finally recommitted. 

Remarks — The reader has heard what was laid 
on both fides of this queftion, and I have now to 
beg him to attend to what I would have (aid, had I 
been a Member of Congrefs. 
Mr. Chairman, 

It is well known thalt I am no orator \ that I fpeak 
right on, making my tongue the true interpreter of 
my heart. You will not therefore expert from me 
the wily fophiftry of a G — tin, the quibbling of a 
G — les, the verbofity of a B— win, or the patriotic 
bombaft of a Liv — ton. 

It isfeldom, Sir, that I trouble the Houfe with my 
fentiments on any queftion whatever. There are fo 
many Gentlemen among us, who are fpeechifiers by 
profefiion, who deck every fubjedt, however fieril 
and trifling, with all the flowers of the garden of 
eloquence, that a plain fpokefman like me can have 
little chance of being heard with any degree of pa- 
tience. On the prefent occafibn, however, thefe 
Gentlemen do not feem to become like the bee, loaded 
with fweets ; the fewthey have brought with them are 
already fcattered abroad, and have loft their fragrance : 
and as the day is not yet far enough advanced to 
countenance an adjournment, permit me to hope for 
indulgence, while I humbly endeavour to fpiri out 
the time between this and. burner; or as our plough- 

vol. in. V xnej* 
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men have it; while I take a gentle turn to wind dowi* 
the fun. 

Should Gentlemen .find themfelsres inclined to re- 
pofe, as I have often been in liflening to them, I 
beg them not to Hand upon ceremony, but to loll 
back at their eafe, and leave me to jog quietly on. 

We are called upon, Sir, to guarantee a loan, for 
which the lots of the city of Wafhington are to be a 
jecuritj ; and the Gentleman from Virginia, Mc, Brent, 
tells us, that though the lots are atprefent worth but 
a mere trifle, they will, when guaranteed, be o( great 
value. This is rather obfeure ; I fhall therefore en- 
deavour to explain it by comparifon, which, I make 
no doubt, I fhall do to the fatisfacftion of the Houfe. 
Suppofel had a lot not worth a brafs farthing, and 
was to draw a note payable out of the produce of 
this fame lot, fuch note would be worth but a " mere 
u trifle-" but, when endorfed by a man of credit, it 
would be Ci of greaP value;' becaufethe holder would 
always know where to look for payment. 

But the friends of the guarantee do not flop here. 
They a flu re us that it would render the lots lb very 
valuable as to " create a confiderable fund towards 
" the difcharge of the public debt !" Much as I 
wifli to fee that debt difcharged, 1 by no means ap- 
prove of its being done by taking advantage of an 
overfiraincd gencrofity. The Virginians have moft 
gencroufly bellowed part of the land ; and not con- 
tent with that, they now offer us an opportunity of 
paying off the public debt with fpeculations in the 
lots. I am one of thole who are willing to forego 
any and every offer of this kind. I am willing that 
the Virginians themfelves fhould be permitted to gua- 
rantee this loan, and receive excluiively all the im- 
menfe advantages accruing therefrom. Let them 
undertake the negotiation upon their own bottom^ 
which, from the great credit they enjoy in foreign 

countries. 
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fc'duritries, they canndt fail to effe& upon the moft 
reafonable terttls. 

Itisfaid, that foreigners will not venture their 
mortey oh the lots, becaufe they can form no idea of 
their value ; neither cah I : and this is another reafon 
for ray Wifhing to leave the bufinefs in the hands of 
thofe who a*e Upon the fpot, and who fcem td be 
Ihe only^perfons interefted in the matter. 

The Gentleman who made us the bounteous pro- 
pofal for paying dff the publicdebt by the means of 
Ihe guarantee, concluded with an argument, which, 
I beiieve, he conceived td carry more weight with 
it ; that is, unlefs the Government went to the city of 
Waftiington dt the time fpecified by the ad, it would 
be " attain on the national character" I participate 
with Mr. Brent in his anxiety for dur national cha- 
fa&er, and am glad td have it in my power to con- 
vince him, that it could be in no danger from the dif- 
appointment he feems fd much afraid of. We fee a 
fairy confiderable State of the Union, Sir, tena- 
cioufly adhering to a law, made exprefsly. td fkreen 
its citizens from the obligation of difcharging their * 
Juft debts ; and we have wen this very Houfe pafs a 
refolution for the lequeftration df all debts due from 
Americans to their creditors in Great Britain. Nei- 
ther of thefe has ever been called a ftain on our na- 
tional bhara&er \ and if thefe are not, if our cha- 
f a&pfr is proof agaihft thefe, I imagine we have little 
to fear from the Government's remaining at Phila- 
delphia. I Will mention another inftance, Sir, ftill 
ftronger. If we look back into the journals of Con- 
grefs, we fhall find the King of France fiyled, our 
great and good ally, our friend and deliverer ; and yet 
\Ve have applauded his murd ....*.....,. 
{Here the Chairman would have called me to order ; 
Upon which I fhould have faid] — Sir, I ihould be 
forry to break through the rules of this Houfe, an4 
I mud infift that* I am psrfc&ly in order* The Gen- 

t 2 tlemaa 
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tleman from Virginia had laid great ftrefs on what 
he prefumed would be a ftain on our national cha- 
ra&er. I looked upon myfelf as entitled to prove 
that he was miftaken ; and I certainly had a right to 
do this, by bringing forward what 1 conceived to be 
much better calculated toimprefs a ftain, and which, 
however, had not produced that effect. If, there- 
fore, there was any deviation from the queftion, the 
Gentleman led the way, and I was only following 
him. Befides, Sir, look over the debates of this 
Houfe, and you will fee to what a nutfhell cojoapafa 
they will be reduced, if you exclude all the extrar 
neous matter. If members are to be bound down to 
the fimple queftion before them, if no latitude of di- 
greflion is allowed of, no little rambles to France 
for eulogium, and to Great Britain for inve&ive, 
how do you imagine, Sir, that patriotic members 
would be able to give proofs of their diligence, by 
eking out the feffion to fix or feyen months ? Your 
aflent, Sir, to thejuftnefs of thefe obfervatioxis en- 
courages me to take up the thread of my argu- 
ment. 

If, on the day of our pompous reception of the 
French flag, poor murdered Louis had rifen up 
through the floor, and faid, " Ungrateful Ame- 
" ricans! you who flattered me in the hour oJf 
" my profperity and your diftrefs ; you who called 
" me your deliverer ; you who made public rejoi- 
" rings for the day of my nativity, are now joining 
" hands with the very men who led me to the block ; 
" are expreffing f your fincere and lively fepfibility, 
" your (ympathy and afte&ion' towards thepi ; are 
€S gi y * n g a pompous reception to the emblems of 
€( their triumph over me, at the very moment that 
" my portrait, which was to be the momento of my 
" iervices and of your gratitude, is hanging up* 
*l vvithip your walls" — : If tlie fpe&re of this injured 
prinpe had thus ipoken, what fliould we have faid ? 

I know 
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I know a Member who would have replied, A vaunt, 
€€ ermined monfter !" But, for my part, I fhould 
have felt the flain : I fhould have thought myfelf 
fpotted as a leopard ; and yet, Sir, this has never 
been mentioned as a flain on our national charac- 
ter. To apprehend, therefore, any danger from our 
not removing to the banks of the Potomack, is to 
flrain at a gnat, while we fwallow a giant. 

fyfruch has been faid, Sir, on the manner in which 
the buildings of the city of Washington have been 
conduced. This is a branch of the fubjedl that I 
fhould '-have pafled over in filence, had it not been for 
an expreflion or Jwo that fell from another Gentle- 
man from Virginia, Mr; Giles. That Gentleman 
obferved that " the houfe eredling for the refidence 
cc of the Prefident, was much too fnagmficent ;" but 
u that though he objeBedto the grandeur of the houfe 
u intended for the Prefident, he would have the 
si buildings for Congrefs ere&ed upon a gratidfcale, 
" and fitted for the Keprefentatives of a great and free 
" people" — I do not choofe, Sir, to let this fally go 
abroad unnoticed, left the world fhould imagine 
us all tainted with that ungovernable vanity, which 
feems to have engroffed the foul of our unfortunate 
colleague. 

The Gentleman is afraid that the houfe of the Pre- 
fident may be too magnificent ; but that which he ex- 
perts to occupy himfelf he wifhes to fee upon a 
grand f cole. Modeft man ! The Prefident is to be 
kept within the walls of a plain building, to remind 
him of the lowlinefs of his eftate, of his being the 
fervant of the public ; while Mr. Giles is to flrut 
beneath the roof of buildings upon a grand fca/e 9 
fitted for the Keprefentatives of a great people ; or, in 
other words, for the great Keprefentatives of the 
people. 

I am thinking, Sir, that the public will do well to 
k$ep us within a plain building, or I am afraid our 

*3 headU 
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heads y\\\ foon be turned. We are in abfblute need 
of being dieted, for we arc grafping not only at al( 
honour, but at all power too. If we once enter the 
pile propofed by our colleague ; if we once get un- 
der thofe Corinthian columns and fiarry vaults^ wa 
jfhall expcdt other things on a " grand fcale" alfoj 
we mufi: h^ve pur coaches and fix, our led horfes, 
our pages, our grooms, our huntfmen and our buck- 
hounds ; our villas, baths, fofas, and beds of ftate.' 
We may expe<St, ip due time, to hear the Gentleman 
from Virginia propoic aferaglio as among the conve- 
nienciesof the " Refrefentatives of a great and free 
" people." 

Much do I fear, Sir, that if we were once got in 
pofleffion qf all thefe pretty things, we fhould be 
very loath tp return to our humble dwellings and ou^ 
homely fare. In ihort, I think we fhould do lik$ 
the great Refrefcntative* of the French, that is, de- 
clare ourfelyes permanent, or, at leaft, order th$ 
people to ele6l nobody but ourfelves, vyhich amount? 
to exactly the fame. 

But we are told that this building upon a grand 
fcale is not intended as an honour to us, but to our 
conftituents. This is the very gull-trap which the 
poor filly French have fallen into. Every thing that 
their grovelling, low-bred tyrants have affumed to 
themfelves, has been done under the fpecious pretext 
of doing honour " to a great and free people." They 
have feized on all the palaces in the kingdom, on the 
. royal ftuds, fcoaches, and every other article of lux- 
ury, for their own exclufive ufe ; they" wallow in 
fumptuoufnefs, while their ragged flaves have but 
two or three ounces of dirty-coloured bre^d a day, 
and if they murmur, they fhootthem down by thou- 
fands ; and all this is for the " honour of a great and 
V free people." A great people, a free people, a fove- 
^-reign people, and the like, are very pretty phrafes ; 
they tickle the ears of the multitude -, but fhould 
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they perceive how completely the demagogues tranf- 
fer this grandeur, liberty, and fovereignty to them- 
felves, perhaps they would ceafeto admire them ; and 
nothing ieems better calculated to open their eyes, 
than feeing them in a fplendid palace, while they, 
many of them at lcaft, are obliged to put up with 
log-huts. 

I,t is become a prevailing fafhion among the oppo- 
fers of our Government, to confine the cxpreiiion 
« Reprefentatives of the People" to this Houfe 
only. But, Sir, is not this a very falfe, as well as 
dangerous notion ? Is not the Prelident the Repre- 
sentative of the people as, well as Mr. Giles? — - 
Yes, and of the whole of the people too, while Mr. 
Giles represents but a very fmall part of one State. 
The epithet immediate is fometimes prefixed ; but then 
Mr. Giles can be the immediate Reprefentative of no 
more than an eighteenth part of the State of Virginia, 
while the Prelident is the immediate Reprefentative 
of the whole Union ; for the reprefentation muft 
ever be immediate, though the election may not. 
If, therefore, a preference is due to any branch of 
the Government, the Prelident teems to have a better 
title to it than any of us : and feeing the thing in this . 
light, I cannot help looking upon the obfervation of 
the Gentleman from Virginia as extremely improper, 
if not indecent. 

I thought, Sir, I heard the word Capitol mentioned 
during the debate. For the love of modefly, I hope 
the Gongrefs-houfe is not to be called a Capitol! If 
this be the cafe, it will be neceflary to go a Hep fur- 
ther, and aflumethe mafquerade drefs of the French 
Romans. How pretty we lhall look in long white 
robes, defcending to, our toes, a blue girdle about 
our waifts, a fcarlet cloak on our Ihoulders, and a 
red liberty cap on our heads ! Let them all be well 
embroidered with gold, as thofe of the French le^S*. 
giflators tfr* to be ; and if they are even fet with pre- 
cious ftones, it will be an additional proof of our 
t 4 jealoufy 
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jealoufy for the honour of u a great and free people? 
We fliall, indeed, bring upon us a ridicule equal to 
that excited by the upftart pettifoggers of the National 
Affembly, when they infifled on the folding-doors of 
the Louvre being thrown open at their approach ; 
but let the world be merry ; while we are fwaggering 
about in our confular robes, we fball care but little 
whether we are called ambitious buffoons or not. 

The idea of a Capitol feems to be borrowed from 
the State of Virginia, the Affembly-houfe of which 
has taken that name. For what reafon it was there 
adopted I know not, unlefs it be that there are fuch 
numbers of Caefars and Pompeys in the neighbour- 
hood, againft whofe ambitious projects the gr^ve 
and virtuous Senate are ever vigilant to preferve the 
liberty of their country. The Capitol of Virginia 
refembles that of Rome alfo, in that it has ajlave- 
mart in its vicinity. 

1 fhall now, Sir, return to the propofed guaran- 
tee, and advert to another of the forcible arguments 
of Mr. Brent. This gentleman tells us, that " the 
€ * guarantee is the touchftone to prove whether the 
cc feat of government is to be removed or not." I 
am willing to take the gentleman at his word. I am 
willing to allow, that refufing the guarantee of the 
loan, will amount to a declaration of our wifti to re- 
main where we are: and, with this view, I fhall 
give the refufal my hearty fupport . . . . [Here a 
loud cry of Hear him ! Hear him ! ] I am glad to find, 
Mr. Chairman, that Gentlemen are fo difpofed to 
hear ; for I can aflure them that what 1 have to fay, 
is not only worth hearing, but attending to alfo. 

I look forward, Sir, to the day of removing the 
Government to the banks of the Potomack, as the 
dawn of its deftrudlion. Open the page of hiftory, 
and you will fee that the fate of every popular go* 
vernment in a great meafure depends on the dUpo- 
fition of the people immediately in its neighbour- 
hood, 
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hood. I could cite you a thoufand examples from 
the fall of the Grecian States down to our own times, 
but I fhall content myfelf with one of modern date ; 
and as the Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe 
are fo fond of flying to France, I truft 1 fhall be ex- 
cufed for doing the fame. 

When the Conftituent Aflembly conceived the 
deftru&ive project of annihilating the government, 
which their conftituents had pofitively ordered them 
to aid and ftrengthen* what did they do ? Removed 
themfelves to Paris, where they knew the greatest 
number of difaffe£ed perfons were aflembled. The 
confequences are but too well known. 

We are not ignorant of the general difpofition of 
the State to which this Government is to be removed. 
We have feen its Legiflature, during this very {eilion* 
foliciting every State in the Union to join them in re- 
ducing this government to a mete democracy. Nor 
can any of us have forgotten the public invitation to 
the people of other States, to oppofe the treaty with 
Iris Britannic Majefty by open force, boafting that 
there were " a hundred thoufand free and in* 
€€ dependent Virginians/' ready to firike the firft 
blow. Can it be fuppofed then, if we were now af- 
fembled at the city of Wafhington, that thefe hun- 
dred thoufand free and independent Virginians, 
whether black, white, or yellow, would not di&ate 
to us all weihould dare to fay or do ? Do you think, 
Sir, that the cutting truths which have this day fallen 
from my lips, ^rould ever have been uttered in the 
city of Walhkigton ? No ; I fhould have expedled 
to have my throat cut, or my eyes gouged out by 
fome flave or flave-dealer, before I got home to my 
dinner. I will never go there, Sir ! and to thofe 
-Gentlemen who do, I fincercly recommend the pre- 
caution of a fteel collar, if not a fuit of armour cap- 

Mr. Giles has told us, Sir, that the law for the 

removal 
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removal of the feat of government differs from all 
others ; that " the .Con ft it ut ion itfclf has marked the 
* 6 rule, and only left Congrefs to name the fpot ; that 
" the law is therefore not repealable ." Curious quib- 
ble ! The Conftitution fays, that the Congrefe 
fhall " exercife exclufive legiflation over fuch diftri& 
." as may become the feat of government of the 
•< United States." Now, what is there here that makes 
the a£l unrepealable ? What rule is here marked 
out ? Is there a word about the law being unalter- 
able? Does the Conftitution fay, that .when the 
diftrift is once fixed on, it fhall never be changed 
for another ? There is fomething fo ridiculous in the 
idea, that one would wonder how it ever found its 
way into words ; and to hazard thofe words, the 
Gentleman muft have a very high opinion of the for- 
bearance of this Houfe. Suppofe, for inftance, the 
banks of the Potomack fhould be vifited with the 
plague or yellow fever ; are we to remain there, and 
let our carcafles be thrown into the river ? Suppofe 
a volcano or earthquake, or, in (hort, fuppofe what 
you will, are we yet bound to make the city of 
Wafhington the feat of government ? And what, 
I afkj are plagues, yellow fevers, volcanos, and 
earthquakes, compared with the knives of " a hunr 
>" dred thoufand/r^ and independent JIaves f In a 
word, Mr. Chairman, fo fully am I convinced, that 
the removal of the feat of government to the neigh- 
bourhood of the State of Virginia will prove the 
overthrow of our happy Conftitution, and eventu- / 
ally plunge our country in anarchy and blood, that 
I fhall not only pppofe every meafure that may ac- 
celerate the fatal epoch, but I pledge myfelf to bring 
forward a motion for the repeal of the a£t altoge- 
ther. — And now, Sir, as I fee the Gentlemen from 
Virginia are burfting with reply, I fit down, fatisfied 
of having difcharged my duty, without giving of- . 
fence to any one to whple ears truth is not difagree- 
*ble. Debate 
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Pehtile on the Meajures to be taken to prevent the 
ImpreJJbient of American Seamen. 

February 18//;. 

Mr. Livinqston (New -York) faid, he would call 
the attention of the Houfe to the fituation of a very 
important and meritorious clafs of men, whqfe value 
feemed to have f>een overlooked, and whofe deareft 
rights were either fhamefully neglected or ignomi T 
nioufly furrendered. He adverted to the feamen of 
the United States. This valuable clafs pf men would 
fall under one of thefe defcriptions ; 

1. Native American citizens. 

2. Such as were citizens at the declaration of In- 
dependence, and at the period of the peace with 
Great Britain. 

3. Foreigners naturalized fince the declaration of 
Independence* 

It would be no difficult matter to prove, that all 
the individuals of either of thofe defcriptions were 
equally entitled to the protection of Government; 
to the fame or greater exertions in their favour than 
were made for thofe citizens whofe fituation rendered 
it eafier to apply for relief. Yet this meritorious body 
of our constituents, he faid, thus entitled tp our 
protection and favour, failing under the fandion of 
our national flag, had been illegally feized, violently 
forced into a fervice they abhorred, cruelly torn from 
their relations, their families, and their country, and 
ignominioufly fcourged for afferting the privileges of 
their citizenfhip. The country, to which they iQokec^ 
for proteAion and relief, had regarded their Suffer- 
ings with apathy and indifference ! Three years we 
had beheld their miferies and heard their cries ; yet 
for three years we had been filent fpe&ators of this 
^(graceful fcene. We had begun a compadt witfy 
tbeir oppreffors, in which thefe unfortunate men 
looked in vain for one word of comfort in their mt- 
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Jery, for one little article in the voluminous pages of 
the inftrument, that might offer a hope of recom* 
pcnle for their paft fufferings, or fecurity againft fu- 
ture oppreflions, " / blujh (faid Mr. Livingfton) as 
" an American, to think it was an American Minifler 
" who could be guilty of this difgraceful omifficm. I 
" fhould be covered withjhame and confufionybr wy 
** country, if I could fuppofe it capable of giving 
" that omiffion its fan6Hon ; and I hold it a facred 
€# duty, in whatever flation I may be placed, to 
" contribute every exertion, and the little influence 
" I poffefs, for their relief/' — He concluded with 
moving the following refolution : 

Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to in- 
quire and report whether any, and what legiilative 
provifion is neceffary for the relief of fuch American 
feamen as may have been impreffed into the fervice 
of any foreign power — and alfo to report a mode 
of furnifhing American feamen with fueh evidence 
of their citizenfhip as may protect them from foreign 
impreffments in future. 

Referred to a fele& Committee, 

February 29th. 

The Committee made their report, the fubftance 
of which was, that the impreflment of American 
feamen by foreign powers was too notorious to need 
proof \ and that the Prefident of the United States 
/hall fend agents to , England and the Weft Indies, 
in order to afford relief to fuch American citi%cns as 
have been illegally feized. 

Mr. Harper (S. Carolina) hoped when this re- 
folution was committed to a fele<St Committee, fomfc 
ftatements would have been brought forward, fome 
fafts produced, upon which to found the propofed 
inquiry. The Committee have reported that they do 
not think it neceffary to adduce any particular ifls 
fiances in which American feamen have been ira- 
2 . prefied 
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preffed by foreign nations : the fa&s* they alleged, 
are too notorious* to require particularizing. He 
could not fuppofe thefe Gentlemen would believe 
that the Houfe could proceed to legiflate on Uncer- 
tain newfpaper reports. He. t rutted they would af- 
fond fome proof, who, what number, when, and 
where American feamen have been imprefled. Until 
this was done, he (hould doubt the fa6l. He was 
heard, he believed, by Reprefenfatives from every 
port in the United States ; and if the fa£t was fo no- 
torious as to need no further evidence, he doubted 
not fome of thefe Gentlemen would be able to give 
fome account of the bufinefs 

If thefa&s were eftablirtied, Mr. Harper believed 
there would be but one opinion on the propriety of 
granting relief; but before they proceeded farther, 
fome information was neceflary refpe&ing the exift- 
ence of this abufe. He had applied to the office of 
the Secretary of State, and to other offices likely to 
afford information on the fubje<£t ; but he found no 
inftance of the impreffment complained of, in which 
redrefs had not been given. Bijt if any fuch inftances 
do exift, in which relief has been applied for and 
not obtained, Gentlemen from fome of the feaports 
\yill be able to mention them. If not, he hoped the 
Committee would rife and recommit thje report. 

Mr. Livingston faid, the prefent meafure was 
iptended to afford relief to fuch of their diftrefled 
JjfHow-citizens as had been illegally feized on the 
high feas. The Gentleman, he faid, who brings 
forward objections to the propofed inquiry, was in 
bis place when the refolution upon which the report 
of the Committee is founded, pafl^d unanimously. 
Why did he not then come forward ? [Mr. Harper 
faid he was not in the Houfe at the time.]—~The re- 
futation, does not diredt the Committee to inquire into 
fy£ts ; they were cpnfidered as notorious; and nothing 
feemed neceflary but to fix upon the bell mode of 

furnifhing 
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furnifhing relief. The Legiflature of the United 
States have formerly had evidence, and they have 
a&ed upon it. If the Gentleman will look into the 
proceedings of the laft feilion of Congrefs, he will 
find a considerable fum granted to Mr. Cutting, for 
reliefof this ditf reffed body of men. Some he relieved, 
others he did not. When the dignity of the nation, faid 
he, is infulted in the perfons of oiir fellow-citizens^ 
it is neceffary at leaft to make inquiry ihtb their 
fufferings. 

A remark had fallen, Mr. Livihgftori fUid, fronl 
the Member from South Carolina, which he wifhed 
to notice. He faid he had applied to the office of 
the Secretary of State, and found there no complaint 
which had not been redrafted. Now, he had waited 
upon the Secretary of State, as Chairman of thfc Com- 
mittee, in vain, for information on the fubjedh The 
Secretary informed bim, that he could not give hind 
the evidence, which it appears he has given to the 
Member from South Carolina. How, he wifhed i6 
know, happened it, that a Member who oppofes the 
bufinefs in queftion, fhould be furhifhed with that 
information which was denied to a Mendber who fup- 
ported it ? 

It is faid, added Mr. Livingftori, that we are at- 
tempting to legiflate without evidence. Though no 
fa&s are at pfefent before the Houfe, it is notorious, 
that numerous inilances have been made known to. 
Government, aud the prefent meafure is mdant t# 
inquire into the cafes of fufferers, and remedy therri 
as far as poffible. It is admitted by the Member 
from South Carolina thatfa&s have exifted,but that 
they have been removed. If thefe grievances then* 
faid he, have exifted, let us prevent them in future.* 
Let us not wait till it is too late to" grant relief. The 
men, faid he, who fuffer by the depredations com-* 
plained of, are at a great diftance from their home* 
sad friends, in foreign ports, dragged on board, ten* 
.1 t ders* 
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ders, and fnade to experience every hardfhip that can 
be conceived. And now, when a tnode is propofed 
for the relief of thefe diftrefled citizens, evidence is 
called for ! If one of thefe men' is confined in the Eaft 
fydies, can evidence of his bondage be expedfed to be given 
here? Such hardftiips have exifted, and it was their 
bufinefs to prevent them from, again occurring. He 
hoped, therefore, the Committee would not rife, as 
he trufted there was fufficient evidence on which to , 
ground the inquiry. 

Mr. Harper wifhed to remark on what had 
fallen from the Member from New- York, on the Se- 
cretary of State's refufing information to certain 
members and giving it to others. He applied to the 
office of the Secretary of State, to learn whether 
there were any documents there to fupport the pro- 
pofed inquiry, arid was informed there were only 
two cafes ; in one of which application was made to 
the Britiflv Government : four perfons were faid to 
have been impreffed ; but on inquiry, it appeared, 
that two of them were Britifhfubjefts, and the other 
two had inlifled into the fervice. The other com- 
plaint came to the office when the Secretary of State 
was much engaged in other concerns, but he believed 
relief was granted. This, he faid, was verbal in- 
formation ; he had applied for written documents 
on the fubjeft, and doubted not he fhould receive 
them as foon as other bufinefs would permit. 

Mr. Swanwick (Pennfylvania) faid, the Mem- 
ber from S. Carolina had called for information ; he 
conceived no particular information necelfary. He. 
could mention an inftance in which he had imme- 
diate confcern. A vcllel of his going to the Weft 
Indies had all her hands taken out of her, and 
obliged to work the guns of an Englifh frigate ; 
and, on their expostulating, that though they were 
prifoners they did not wifli to work the guns, they 
were threatened, with whipping, and the Captain 

was 
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was told, if he interfered, he fhould be whipped and 
Jent home to England in irons. If he had thought 
fa#s were wanting, by a fingle advertifement in one 
of the Philadelphia papers, they would have been 
overpowered with fa#s. But if he had done fo, he 
fuppofed he fhould have been charged with railing 
diflatisfa&ion in the mmds of the people, or with 
encouraging Jacobinical principles. He therefore 
did not do it. But, without going out of the walls 
of the Houfe, he faid, he found evidence fufficient. 
He read an extract from the communication' of the 
Secretary of State, dated March 2, 1794, in wbich 
were mentioned the rcprefentations made by ftradry 
merchants of Philadelphia (of whom he was one) 
refpe6Vin£ the impreffment of American feamen. 
This document was thought fufficiently ftrong to 
make an article of inflruftion to Mr. Jay in his late 
negotiation ; but, owing to certain difficulties, no 
fpecific agreement was entered into by him for thfeir 
relief.' 

The.jflan now before the Houfe, faid Mr. Swan- 
wick, is intended to remedy the difficulties which 
have been urged as obftacles in this bufinefs, by 
opening regifters in which to enter .every American 
feaman, by which may be known at any time the 
number of feamen belonging to the United States, 
and by means of which every fuch fe^man would be 
poffeiled of a certificate of his citizen/hip. 

Every one knows, faid he, what has been felt on 
account of American feamen carried into Algiers. 
No evidence was required with refyeft to their mwibers> 
or how they were employed. The united exertions of 
the whole American people feemed to cry out for their 
releaiement, and the bufinefs, at length, has been 
eftcded. And let us not, faid he, attend to our 
diftrefTed citizens, in one part only, but ia all parts 
of the world. Let us not, faid he, be too nice about 
evidence. Thefe men are generally ignorant, and 

cannot 
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cannot give the neceflary information* he thought, 
however, they had information fufficient for legif- 
Jating upon in the prefent cafe. He hoped, there- " 
•fore, the report would not be recommitted, until 
-the Committee had difcufled the bufinefs. 

Mr. Tracy (Trom Connetticul) believed that every 
-Member in that Houfe felt the propriety of extend- 
ing the benefit of the laws to every clafs of citizens, 
and to none more than to American feamen. Some 
members feemed to fuppofe that the diflrefles of 
American feamen have been looked upon with 
apathy ; but if due attention had been paid to the ef- 
forts of Government, it would have been feen that 
;they had always been duly attended to. It is well 
known that great difficulties arife when it is attempt- 
ed to diftinguifh between Englijh and American fea- 
men* This has been the reafon why ample regula- 
tions have not always taken place. He hoped the 
Government would be popular, and that the new 
members in the Houfe would affifl the old ones to 
render it more and mpre fo ; but thought Govern- 
ment oughj not to be charged with apathy without 
paying due attention to what Government had 
done. 

Mr, Tracy proceeded to take notice of the refo- 
lutions propoied in the report He inquired what 
good the agent to be fent to Great Britain would do. 
Are there feamen, faid he, employed but at one 
place ? Had not the United States confuls at every 
port, and can they not do the bufinefs ? He wiftied 
for information on the fubjedl. A great part of the 
feamen were foreigners, he faid, and it would be very 
difficult to feparate them, If the plan propofed, 
however, could be made to appear to be beneficial, 
he would heartily join in effecting the defired relief 
to the clafe of citizens alluded to. 

Mr. Goodhue (from Maffachufetts) faid the Mem- 
ber from New-York, on bringing forward this bu- 

vol. in. u finefe, 
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finefs, had charged Government with looking upon 
*he diftreffes of American feamen with apathy, and 
blujhed on account of its conduct towards them. 
He reprefented, he believed, twenty times the num- 
ber of American feamen that that Gentleman repre- 
fented: he was himfelf, indeed, formerly a feaman; 
yet he did not believe the evil complained of exifted 
to any alarming degree. Mr. Cutting, it had been 
faid, had relieved many feamen ; that was in the 
year 1790. Laft fummcr the Britifh took many 
veflels bound to France, but they did not take the 
crews. There were fome inftances, he faid, in which 
feamen had been impreffed, and h6 fhould be in fa- 
vour of every neceflary ftep to afford them relief; ' 
but no obloquy fhould be thrown on Government, 
Neither does the evil cxifl to the extent it might 
have been fuppofed, when the bufinefs was brought 
forward. A Member from Penniylvania had men- 
tioned a particular inftance: he could mention a 
particular inftance of a French Captain who had fo 
ill-treated fome American feamen as to be cafhiered, 
on a representation being made to the French Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Dayton (from New-Jerfey) faid that he had 
not expe&ed an oppoiition to the rcfolution under 
confideration on the ground of fad : that be could 
• not have fuppofed any Member would h^ve ques- 
tioned the exiflence of the evils which the propofi- 
tions were calculated to remedy. He entertained a 
belief that the impreflment of American teamen, 
particularly on board of Britifli fhips of war, was a 
matter of too great notoriety to need any evidence at 
this time. But the Member from South Carolina, 
who manifefted the mod zealous oppoiition to thefe 
sieafures, had admitted that there had exifted in- 
ftances of this fort ; and is it muft follow that what 
had once exifted might again exift, it behoved 
Congrefs to make provifions tending to prevent, or 

at 
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at leaft moil fpeedily and efficacioufly to remedy 
tfaetn. 

Mr. Dayton declared that he heartily approved 
the objedt of the refolution, as originally propofed 
by the Member ftpm New- York, and the general 
principles of the report founded thereon, as a ques- 
tion of humanity, and of great national policy. It 
was, however, with pain that he heard the worthy 
mover draw into unfavourable queftion the condudt 
of the Secretary of State, and indulge himfelf in 
fome fevere refledtions and imputations upon that 
officer. Mr. Dayton afcribed it to an irritability, 
and perhaps an honeft irritability, upon this fubjeft 
fo affeding and interesting to Americans* He af- 
cribed it to a warmth of temper, in which, in this 
particular cafe, the cooler judgment of that Gentle- 
man, and the knowledge of the real character and 
conduct of the Secretary of State* had no agency or 
influence. The expreffions which had been uttered 
by fome Gentlemen in the courfe of the difcuffion, 
tending to charge our Government with a criminal 
apathy and indifference towards this defcription of 
citizens, did by no means, Mr. Dayton faid, meet 
with his approbation : he believed them to be un- 
founded; for he was perfuaded that whenever it 
heard, it did whatever it could to relieve the feamen 
of the United States, and to obtain for thofe who 
unfortunately needed it, complete redrefs. Having 
laid thus much in vindication of the conduct of 
the Government, he returned to the refolution itfeif, 
and declared himfelf its advocate. It contained, nei- 
ther in its words nor fpirit, any imputation upon the 
Executive of the fort hinted at. 

In the former cafe every one muft perceive it more 
than poflible, that owing to diftance B,hd the time 
which muft confequently be expended in the com- 
munication to, and remonflrance from our Go- 
vernment, an American citizen might be imprefled 

V 2 ,804 
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and compelled to ferve months, perhaps years, in a 
fervice which he detefted, and [wjjibly forced to apply 
the match to a camion charged with balls aimed for the 
deJlruBion of his friends. 

Mr. Bourne (from Rhode lfland) propoled to 
amend the Fefolation, by ftriking out that part of H 
which appoints an agent for Great Britain, and cori^ 
fines the fending of an agent to that part of the Eng- 
lilh poffeffions in the Weft Indies to which the 
greateft number of American vefleis fail. 

Mr. Livingston was pleated to fee Gentlemen 
concur in endeavouring to form a plan for the relief 
of American feamen. It has been aiked why the 
tonfuls were not intrufted with this bufinefs ; the 
Committee confidered, that as the confuls of »fhe 
United States received no other recompense for their 
fervices than the dignity and confequence which 
their office gives them, they would not be likely to 
pay fofficient attention to a bufinefs of this kind. 
They confidered the immenlc labour of Mr. Cutting 
to deliver the impreffed American feamen. They 
fuppofed, therefore, if the duty were laid upon the 
confuls, a fklary fhould be annexed to their office ; 
but, as there is no conful in the Weft Indies, a 
fpecial agfcnt fhould be appointed. In order to bring 
a view of the bufinefs before the Houfe, be would 
afk, hotv relief is to be afforded to a feaman who 
has been imprefled ? Suppofe he is fetzed in London, 
he is fent down to Portfmouth. The agent muft 
attend immediately, get certificates, pay fees of 
office, employ counfel, &c. to releafe a iingle fea- 
man ; a trouble, he believed, no conftil would 
take* The Committee fuppofed that the folemnity 
of commiffioning an agent especially on the bufi- 
nefs, would convince foreign powers that they would 
no longer fuffer the Britijh, or others, to exercife 
that power over American feamen which they them- 
felves could not exercife. It is to be hoped alfo, 

that, 
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that, when the Government of Great Britain fees a 
Hep of this fort taken, it will give up the pra6tice of 
feizing American feamen, and let them pafs in quiets 
heft. If not, the agents employed could tranfrriit to 
this country an account of what featnen were feiz£d 
by them, and every particular refpe&ing the fame. 
This confideration influenced the Committee, and 
he trufted it would influence the Houfe. 

Mr.*S. Smith (from Maryland) faid, that as the 
Member from South Carolina had called upon Gen- 
tlemen from feaports for evidence, if they were 
filent it ^vould be fuppofed that no information could 
be given on the fubjedt under difcuffion. He fup-? 
pofed he fhould be prevented from giving this in- 
formation now, becaiife the amendment of the firft 
resolution was undeF confideration. [The Houfe 
called for information.] He faid he reprefented a port 
vyhere the facSt of American feamen being impreffed 
by the Britifh was fo notorious that every man knew 
it. But how, faid he, is this information fo be got 
and tranfmitted to the Secretary of State ? No com* 
plaint is likely to readi his office, except brought 
(here by merchants. In his own trade he had fre- 
quent inftances of this fort, almoft in every voyage. 
He could not fay the men impreffed were always Ame- 
ricans , but they were men failing under the authority of 
the United States. We have a flag ; under that flag 
men are feized, and they have a right to expert, 
when feized, redrefs from Government. There is 
no difference between Britifh and Algerines ; for, by 
the former, they are compelled to fight again ft thofe 
whom they wifh well 9 which is equal to any flavery 
that can he impofed. He faid, that from one of his 
fhips there were two New-England men imprefled ; 
one of whom being a flout, courageous man, wifhed 
to have defended himfelf againft his afiailants ; but 
Jho fupercargo faid, No ; this will rifk the cargo of 

v 3 the 
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the owner. This advice he gave, fuppofing Govern- 
ment would afford thefe men relief. 

If the Member from South Carolina wifhed for 
Jitch information as would be received before a Court of 
Judicature, it could not be got. Mr. Smith thought 
fufficient attention had not been paid by Govern- 
ment to merchants and feamen. Mr. Jay, in his com* • 
munication to Lord Grenville, fays, an impreffment 
of American feamen had taken place, who had been 
forced to fight, &c. If this bad not been fo, it had 
not been written by Mr. Jay, nor would Lord Gren- 
ville have promiied relief. He hoped this informa- 
tion would be thought fufficient. 

It had been faid that there were not many in- 
fiances of American feamen impreffed ; but, fup- 
pofe there were but one man, and he a negn, fuffer^ 
ing under the galling yoke of impreffment, it is the 
duty of Government to provide relief for that man. 
The fame Member has faid that the Quiberon veflels 
did not imprefs the crews of the (hips * he faid it 
was fufficient to take their flour and pay them nine 
dollars for what might have been fold the next day 
for twenty or upwards. Mr. Smith concluded by 
obferving, that if we were a feeble nation, we had 
a right to expedt juftice ; but he hoped we were not 
fo feeble as fome Gentlemen imagined. 

Mr. Giles (from Virginia) was of opinion, withr 
the Member from Rhode Ifland, that American ci- 
tizens fhould be attended to in other countries, as 
well as in Great Britain. He had not heard of any 
impreffments but by the Britifh, but he had heard of 
captivities ; and that Houfc had heard of a French 
officer being cafhiered for ill-treating American citi- 
zens ; but it had heard no inftance of Great Britain 
punifhing officers for ill-treating American citizens. 
No : this marked the different characters of the two 
nations toward* the Americans. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Swanwick rofe to inform the Houfe, that 
fince he was in his place yefterday, he had been 
called upon with evidence on the fubje& now before 
the Committee, in confequence of the call made for 
it in the coqrfe of the debate. The infiances he had 
given to him were, the cafe of Robert Norris, a 
native of Princeton in New-Jerfey, and five others 
who failed pn board the American brig Matilda, 
Captain Burke, from Philadelphia, which failed 
from this port in May laft for Bourdeaux, and were 
on the 9th of July brought to by four Britifh frigates, 
forcibly taken into the veflcl, imprefied, aqd com- 
pelled to go and ferve on board one of the faid 
frigates called the Stag, where they ferved fctqr 
months, when the faid Robert Norris made his ef r 
cape from the frigate at Sheernefs, at the rifle of hi$ 
life, and returned in January la ft to the United 
States* His companions, he believes, are yet in 
bondage. The other inftance was the brig Sally, 
Captain Wijkins, ^hich failed from this port in 
May laft bound to Madeira, and five days after 
leaving the Capes was brought to by the Rattle- 
fnake floop of war, Captain York, and the mate 
(a native of Scotland^ but who had failed for many 
years out of the United States) and ane of the beft 
feamen (an American) taken out, They were 
carried to Hallifax, from whence the foremaft-man 
made his efcape, and arrived here the beginning of 
July., Before they arrived at Hallifax, he informs, 
that fifteen men were taken out of American veffels. 
Mr. Swanwick read alfo an account from an owner 
of feveral other imprefiments, 

Mr. Sedgwick (from Majfachufitts) faid, he was 
yefterday prevented from attending the Houfe by 
indifpofition. The fubjeft ftruck his mind, he faid, 
in feveral points of view which had not been noticed. 
He was furprifed why the bufinefs was undertaken 
\fX the \y ay it was. No defcription of men^ be faM, 
'*•'"' " ' ' " u 4 ' ' were 
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were more entitled to regard than feamen : but this 
did not reconcile the adoption of the fubjeft in the 
manner propofed. The Executive, he was of opi- , 
nion, would confider itfelf as charged with this bu- 
linefs. An agent, who is nekher conful nor minifter, 
is an inftrument unknown, an undefined chara&er 
that would not be recognifed. It was impoffible, 
he faid, for any two agents, one in Great Britain 
and the other in the Weft Indies, to gain informa- 
tion of the fufferings of feamen in different parts of 
the two countries, particularly in Great Britain. He 
called upon Gentlemen to fay whether they had 
ever heard of fuch a chara&er as they were pro- 
pofing to create I He faid America had confuls in 
every part of the world, and if they have not, they 
ought to have falaries for the bufinefs. Why ap- 
-point agents, and what authority will they have? 

Mr, Sedgwick noticed the different kinds of 
American citizens, and the difficulties arifing from 
the doctrine of inalienable right fupporfed by 
the Englifh ; and obferved, that when two countries 
each claim a right to a man, no means but force were 
left to decide between them. 

The refolution was amended, and a fele& Com- 
mittee ordered to prepare a bill. The fubftance of 
which in the next Cenfur. 

Now, extraordinary as it may feem, and much 
as the reader may be difappointed, I muft abfolutely 
decline making a fingle remark on this debate. I 
would, however, recommend it to him to give it 
an attentive perufal ; after which, by way of recre* 
ation, he may read the following dialogue : 

Legi/lative Wrangling, a la Mode de Paris. 

Mr. Living/ton. — The feamen, failing under the 
fandtion of cur national flag, bave beep violently 
forced into a fervice they abhor, cruelly, torn from 

their 



MAfiCB, 1796. agy 

their dear wives and fmiling babes, and ignomini- 
oufly fcourged for afferfing their privileges as citi- 
zens ! The country to which they looked for relief 
has regarded their iufferings with apathy and indif- 
ference. Three long, long years we have beheld 
their whippings and heard their lamentable cries ; 
yet, for three long, long years we have been filent 
ipe&ators of the difgraceful fcene ! We have be- 
v gun a compa& with their oppreflbrs, in which thcfe 
poor dear fellows look with longing eyes in vain for 
one little tiny article, one ray of hope ! / bfojh % 
that an American Minifler could be guilty of this 
difgraceful omiffion ! 

Peter Porcupine.^Mx. Chairman, the Gentleman 
who fpoke laft, has defcribed the fufferings of our 
injured fellow-citizens in a manner that does infi- 
nite honour to his feelings. He talks about blujhing 
and guilty difgraceful omijfio?is with a warmth peculiar 
to bimfelf, and admirably calculated to produce 
what the players call flage effedt. Indeed, Sir, I 
cannot help looking on ourfelves as engaged in the 
performance of a tragedy here : the Gentleman has 
gone back 2203 years, even to the days of Euripides , 
for his model. The piece will certainly do us ho- 
nour ; but it feems to be incomplete without a cho- 
rus to throw light on fome parts of it, that in parti- 
cular where he fpeaks of blujhing ; and, as I have 
1st few verfes in my hand, which are not quite foreign 
to the fubjedV, I beg leave to read them, 

* il In fliort, to run the Livingilonian round, 
<c Where ev'ry trick of knavery is found, 
4< Clofe at his heels trots coufin Peter R. 

** AndM , a younger, feebler ftar: 

** Two hopeful brothers of a hopeful breed, 
" Two thrifty plants of well-approved feed, 



* See Democratiad, 
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" Who long have tried, by arts and meafures ba/e r 

" To lift from filth the remnant of their lace ; 

w A race fo funk, by habit fo depravM, 

4 * So long by vice and infamy enflav'd ; 

** So weak, fo haughty, pompous, proud, and mean,. 

" Indeed fo black, fo fhamefuj and obfcene, 

" That nought but ftrength omnipotent can fave 

** Their name deep finking in oblivion's wave.** 

Charity begins at home, fays the old proverb; 
and fo ought blujhing, Mr. Chairman. One would 
think that a man to whom lines like thefe apply, 
need lend his cheek to blufh for nobody, and parti- 
cularly for the Governor of New- York, one of the 
brighteft characters in this or any country. There 
is more wifdom, more honefiy, more real patribtifm 
in one curl, nay in one Angle hair of Mr. Jay's, 
wig, than in all the fkulls of all the Livingftons, 
from the days of St. Patrick down to the prefent 
hour. 

Mr. Lhingfton. — The Gentleman feems to be 
paying me off in my own way. 

Peter Porcupine.* — No, Sir, by no means; I am 
paying you at the rate of twenty Jhillings in the found. 

Mr. Livingfton. — I fee thp Gentleman is a little 
nettled. The Houfe know too well the value of 
what he advances to form a wrong eftimate of it. 
I fhall let him fling his dirt ; thank Heaven, it can- 
not foil my chara&er. 

Peter Porcupine.-— -True, Sir; nor is it fo mali- 
cious to fling dirt as to fiing Jloncs. I defy any one to 
fay, that I or any of my family or friends, ever flung 
it ones in order to knock out the brains of a man, 
whofe arguments I was afraid to hear, becaufel 
knew them to be irrefiftible. The treatment of Mr. 
Hamilton is a ftain, an everlafling flain, ori the city 
of New -York. I do not fcruple to fay, without 
difparagement to a crowd of worthily celebrated 
men of whom this country may boaft, that, after 
General Waihington, this man has rendered it the 

moft 
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tnoft eflential fervices ; this very man whom a gang 
of foreign ruffians were hired to difpatch. Had one 
of the miffiles hurled from their infamous hands 
firuck him on the temple, you might have had the 
pleafure of feeing him expire at your feet, while we 
ihould have mourned the irreparable lots. Were I 
to draw your character, Sir, and place it by the fide 
of that of Mr. Hamilton ; then you would have 
reafon to blufh indeed ; a die ten thoufand times 
deeper than crimfon would become your jaundiced 
iheek. 

Mr. Swamvick.— The Gentleman laft up feems 
to have loft fight of the queftion altogether. One 
would think he was contemplating protection to 
Mr. Hamilton inftead of American feamen. I fhall 
endeavour to bring him back^to the fubjed before the 
Committee, reminding him, at the fame time, that 
fuch perfonalities as he deals about him are very de- 
rogatory to the dignity of this Houfe. 

I am aftonifhed that proofs of impreflments arc 
called for. When we heard of American feamen 
being prifoners in Algiers, no evidence was required 
with refpe<Si to numbers. The united exertions of 
the whole American people feemed to cry out for 
their releafement. Let us not be too nice about evi- 
dence. Thefe men are ignorant, and cannot give the 
neceflary information. 

Peter Porcupine. — Mr. Chairman, I thank the 
Gentleman for his hint about perfonalities ; but he 
will allow, that I am as excufable as Mr. Living* 
fton, who talked about the Jhameful, guilty, and 
disgraceful conduit of a moil upright public Minis- 
ter. I may not have the mellifluent eloquence of 
the Gentleman lad up: 1 know I am a rough-hewn 
mortal ; but, as I am fpeaking to men, and not to 
anaflembly of little mijfes, the want of that Gentle- 
man's filver lifp may not amount to a total difqua- 
lification. 

I {ball 
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I fhall now turn to what the Gentleman has acU 
vanced on the fubjeft before u§. — He begs us <c not 
<c to be too nice about evidence.'* This is going a 
flep beyond the Revolutionary Tribunal of Paris. 
There the accufer is heard, and if the jury are fa#f- 
fied of the guilt of the prifoner, no evidence is heard 
in his defence. This is not being over-nice; Iwt we 
are required to be flill lefs nice. The merciful 
French hear the witneffes againft the prifoner at any 
rate ; but we are called upon to give our verdwft, 
without hearing any at all. Poor unfortunate Great 
Britain is to be condemned upon the bare irtdhft- 
ment. One comes forward and accufes her; fhe 
holds up her feeble emaciated hand, and pleads, 
Not Guilty, my Lords. Some ofuswifh to hear 
what can be urged againft her ; but the Gentleman 
tells us not to be too nice about evidence ; thatfheia 
a notorious offender ; that " every man knows it, 
€€ though no one can give regular information of it ;" 
and, in fhort, that fhe ought to have been annihi- 
lated long ago. In vain do we, like Pontius Pi* 
late, afk, For what? Still they cry with one voice, 
Let her be crucified ! Let her be crucified ! — And 
is it thus we treat our poor old mother in the hour 
pf her diftrefs? 

The Qentleman produces, as a Efficient reafon 
for our not being too nice, the gre*t '• ignorance 6( 
u the pitizens impre^Ted." And do I hear this lan- 
guage from Mr. Swanwick ? Is it poffible for the 
people to be ignorant, while under the rays of this 
locus of fcience ? Do I live, Mr. Chairman, to 
hear the words igttorance and citizens articulated in 
the fame breath ? How long, Sir, have our ears 
t>een dinned with, an informed people, an enlightened 
people ; with the defixu&ion of fuperftitkm and pre- 
judice, and the luminous clofe of the eighteenth 
century ? Anck fliall we now be. told, that our 
fjti%enf are ignorant f that they are fuch ffrupid 

brutes 
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brutes as not to be able to give an account of what 
has befallen them ? not even of their imprifon- 
tnents and their ftripes ? 

But Mr. Swanwick, after two or three days 
diligent fcarch, brings us fomething like an account 
of fome men impreffed from a veffel'ofhis own; and 
this, he infifts, is evidence enough for any reafon- 
able man. Thus, when a failor can be brought to 
iky, that he has been impreffed and fcourged, he is 
an enlightened citizen^ but when he cannot, he is a 
poor ignorant devil, (€ not capable of giving thene- 
" ceflary information/' 

The Gentleman told us fomething about Algiers ; 
and, though I cannot for my foul perceive wiiy Al- 
giers was dragged into the debate, I look upon 
myfelf as entitled to fay a word or two in reply. 
* The united exertions," lays he, " of the whole 
€s American people feemed to cry out for the releafe- 
" ment of the prifoners in Algiers." I believe, Sir, 
that the people in general were much affe&ed with 
the fate of thofe unfortunate men, and that, had 
proper meafures been taken to call their feelings into 
a&ion, the prifoners would long ago have been re- 
ftored to their families and country, without the in- 
terpolation of Government ; but no one will deny, 
that thefe meafures fhould have originated with the 
merchants ; that the example fhould have been given, 
and, indeed, the greateft part of the money be- 
ftowed, by themfelves. Was this the cafe ? They 
did, indeed, " cry out ;" they might, for ought I 
know, make fervent applications to Heaven ; but 
the applications to their purfes, which had been 
filled by the toil and hardfhips of thefe poor fellows, 
were very faint and ineffeAual. A fubfcription was 
opened in this city ; Mr. Swanwick was himfelf one 
of the receivers ; and I now call upon him to (ay, 
how much his brethren fubfcribed, and how much 
he fubfcribed himfelf. I call upon him to fay, whe- 
1 ther 
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tber a company of foreign players, yea, even Eng* 
lifh players, did not fubfcribe more than all th& 
merchants of this great, rich, and flourifhing city ! 
— Here was " apathy a»d indifference," indeed ! 
Here Mr. Livingfton might have feen reafon to 
" blujh for a difgraceful omiffion F 

I am not forry that the little Gentleman beftowed 
a few of his filver founds on the flaves in Algiers, 
as it furnifhes me with an opportunity of comparing 
the conduct of the friends of the refolution towards 
thofe men, and that which they now hold towards 
feamen impreffed by the Englilh. The flaves in Al- 
giers could have been at any time ranfomed, and 
we well know that they were all real Americans* 
The teamen impreffed are indefinite ; we know not 
who or where they are ; all we know about them is, 
that they are all, or nearly {o 7 fubje&s of the King 
of Great Britain. Now, how comes it, that thefe 
gentlemen fhow fuel) amazing zekl, and are fo deep- 
ly touched with what they gravely call the Sufferings 
of the fubje&s of his Britannic Majefty, while they 
fhow fuch indifference for our own citizens ? This 
feems totally unaccountable ; yet, Mr* Chairman, I 
think I can explain it in a few words. The impreff* 
ment of Britijh feamen by the Britifh forms a ful>- 
jc6i of oppolition to the treaty ; any meafurcs taken 
, to refifl that impreffment may lead to a war; the ex- 
penfe attending the agents fent out will come from 
the public purfe, and not from the purle of thefe 
gentlemen. None of thefe weighty reafons exifled 
with refpedt to the flaves in Algiers ; and therefore 
they might have remained there, till they had rotted 
in their chains, had not that Government which 
thefe fticklers for humanity now accufe of apathy 
and indifference, been much more vigilant and hu- 
mane than they. 

I have much more to fay on this fubje&, Sir; 

but as the hour of Turkey and Madeira is at hand, 

z I fit 
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1 lit down, in order to give the Houfe an opportu- 
nity of adjourning. 

(To be concluded in the Cenfor for April.) 



Narrative vfthe Suicide of the Argus of New- York. 

OF all the a&s arifing from folly, wickednefs, or 
defpair, that of fuicide is beft calculated to awaken 
.curiofity. It is fo hard to be accounted for from the 
common evils incident to life, and is fuch a dire& 
violation of the firft law of nature, that a man muft 
poflefs an extraordinary degree of ftoicifrn, not to 
feel forae inclination to be informed of the caufe„ 
Fov my part, 1 felt this inclination fo forcibly, upon 
hearing of the fate of the renowned Argus, that I 
could not reft till I had obtained a circtimftantial 
account of the whole affair* I truft, it is unnecef- 
fary to fay how my bread has been wrung by this 
melancholy relation; neverthelefs, I fhould not 
think I difcharged my duty as Cenfor , did I ncgleS 
to impart it to my readers. 

By way of preface to this narrative, it may not be 
amifs to give fome account of the wonderful tvvc- 
legged creature whoisthefubje<5l of it. 

His name indicates that he has a hundred eyes, 
which is a real fa&. Thefe eyes, like thofe of the 
beaft in the vilicrn, are divided between his fore 
and hinder parts ; but in other refpedls they refera- 
ble thofe of the lamper eel : that is, they emit filth 
and noxious matter, in place of admitting light ; or, 
in other words, they anfwer s none of the ufeful pur- 
poles of this organ in other animals. He is ex- 
tremely vindictive and ferocious ; and though his 
flupid eyes are too dim to wound in the manner of 
the bafilifk, yet when he has no other means of 
vengeance left, he drops tears that fcald and burn 
like aqua fortis. 

Thefe 
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Thefe qualities could not fail to recommend him 
to the great Citizen Genet, of feditious and infolent 
memory. He very foon became the Citizen's chief 
favourite, and is fuppofed to have drunk deeply at 
the fountain of his Jargefles. From motives of gra- 
titude, therefore, he \Vas defperately attached to the 
caufe of the French Republic. He has written, 
fworn, and lied in that caufe ; and, of all the tools 
of faction, has, perhaps, been the moft fteady to 
his-truft. He has chanted the Marfeillois Hymn, 
and celebrated all the fuccefsful mafiacres of his be- 
nefactors, with that kind of favage joy that ani- 
mates the ravages of beafts of prey. 

But, alas ! how tranfitory are all fublunary 
things ! The difgraceful defeats, or, to uie their 
own expreffion, " the little fuccefs" of his matters, 
during the laft campaign, plunged him into a flate 
of dejection, from which he was only raifed to be 
funk over head and ears in defpair. Like many 
other charitable patriots, he was biioj ed up by the 
hope of a rebellion, or, to give it the fafhionable 
term, of a revolution, in Great Britain; and this 
event was reduced to a certainty by the account con- 
cerning the Sedition Bills, which our indufirious, and 
faithful, and impartial newfmongers fpread through 
thecountry. 

This, then, was the rock of o6r Argus's hope : 
it ill, however, he had his doubts and his fears, and 
thefe were left to flu&uate during the wide chafm in 
our foreign intelligence. Nothing torments and 
harafles the mind like fufpenfe. The poor Argus 
became penfive and melancholy, was often feen to 
ftop in the middle of the fireet, and heard to mutter 
incoherent expreflions about rebellion and Sedition 
Bills, and Pitt and King George, or Citizen Guelph, 
as he called him. 

On Wednefday, the fata} 23d of March, about a 
quarter after fix in the morning, he was perceived 

with 
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with a fpying-glafs in his hand, walking on the bat- 
tery oppofite the port. He was obferved to flop of- 
ten and clap the glafs to one of his eyes, then 
fcratch his head, clench his fift, and give other evi- 
dent tokens of anger or madnefs. At laft, turning 
himfelf toward^' the water, he laid, the telefcope to 
his (houlder, as if it wefe a gun, and, after making 
a motion to fire, uttered a loud cry, and ran down 
to the beach. Two labourers, who had viewed him 
all this time, now loft fight of him. One of them 
hafiened to the fpot, where he found the poor dif- 
trailed wretch belabouring a log which had been 
thrown up by the tide. His left hand was all over 
blood, and the telefcope was reduced to fplinters, 
except about four inches of it, which he ftill gripped 
fafi: in his right. Upon being afked what was the 
matter ? " Look," fays he, holding his bloody 
hand to the man, " look, my lad, that's the heart's 
' € blood of Pitt : no pity ! no pity ! let's to the pa- 
u lace, and cut all their throats !" 

The other workman now came up ; and the two 
together, with the help of a third perfon, made 
ihift to get him home, .without further mifchief. 
This was not effedted, however, without fome dan- 
ger ; for, as he conceived himfelf going to New- 
gate, as a preparative for a voyage to Botany Bay, 
there is not a mean of annoyance that he did not 
make ufe of, or an execration that he did not vomit 
forth. 

When he was put to bed, he fwore he was on a 
rack a million times crueller than that of Damien, 
« c Rafcals," fays he, " I have only killed a Minif- 
" ter. I have only done my duty as a citizen and a 
€S patriot." Thefe ravings continued for nearly two 
hours, after which, having been copioufly bled, he 
dropt off to fleep. 

About four in the afternoon he awaked, when to 
the joy of his friends, and the furprife of every body, 

Vol. ni. x he 
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he feemed perfe&ly rcftored to his fenfes. He ate a 
bafin of panada, drank a little wine and water, and 
appeared quite recovered, except from the bruifes he 
received from the ribs of Minifter Log. . 

Juft'as things were taking this happy turn, one of 
his printers brought word that a fhip was that mo- 
ment arrived from Liverpool, bringing news to the 
end of February. This imprudent communication 
was the caufe of an immediate relapfe. He jumped 
up, and, without either hat or coat, ran down to 
the wharf, from whence he got on board the veflel. 
" Well," fays he, with a voice and look that 
feared the whole crew, " well, rafcals, you are 
" come at laft. Tell me this moment, are the 
" Bills pafled ?"— The Captain anfwered, Yes, 
<c What !" fays the raving Argus > " the Bills pafled, 
" and no revolution!" None, fays the Captain. — 
" What ! the Englifh are not cutting one another's. 
" throats yet ?"— No, fays the humane tarpawling, 
more is the pity ; hut let us hope, for the love of God r 
that they will begin foon. — This charitable informant 
had hardly done fpeaking, when our poor unfortu- 
nate friend made an attempt to throw himfelf over 
the quarter-deck. Being prevented here, he aflumed 
a placid mien, pretended he was only in a joke, 
though it was evident to every one he was but too. 
much in e^rneft. Soon after this he flipped from 
among the crowd (which was very confiderable on 
account of the great news that was expe&ed), and 
got away on the forecaftle, where he was preparing 
to hang himfelf. He had even got the cord round 
his neck, when he was perceived by a man upon the 
yards. His intentions were now fo manifeft, that it 
would have been downright inhumanity to negledt 
him any longer. He was conduced home by fome 
of the citizens, and put under the care of bis ovytjt 
people. 

Arriv^ 
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Arrived once more at his home, he feems to have 
been refblved to defer the execution of his defperate 
defign no longer. He diflembled, however ; talked 
very conne&edly ; inquired whether the paper was 
nearly compofed or not, and even fat down and took 
his pen, under pretence of writing an article of 
news. By thefe means he prevailed on his people to 
leave him alone ; two of them, however, thought it 
prudent to remain at the head of the flairs, in order 
to be at hand, fhould he make any attempt on his 
life. Their fufpicions were but toouv ell founded ; 
ci. at the end of half an hour's dead f^ence, they 
iieard him utter a moft dreadful '^oafy ^nd, pre- 
fently after, fall on the floor. Tftey attempted to 
force the door, but it was too fecurely fattened. 
They then applied to the wainfcot, and, at laft, 
made an opening, when, Shocking to relate ! they 
found their dear mafter weltering in his blood, his 
throat being cut nearly acrofs. A furgeon was in- 
ftantly called, and every afliflance given ; but, I am 
forry to add, that, when this morning's poll came 
away, there was little hope of recovery. 

The interval between his entering his apartment 
and perpetration of the horrid deed, was, it feems, 
employed in writing a farewell letter to his filler and 
only relation, the Aurora of Philadelphia. I am 
promifed a copy of this letter, which, if obtained, 
ihall find a place in the next Cenfor. 

It is faid, with what truth I do not pretend to 
afcertain, that the inftrument with which the fatal 
gafh was given, was one of the long couteahx em- 
ployed in the prifons of Paris, and was a keeffah 
from a very intimate friend now in France. 
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R. S. S511TH obferved, that, " were there but 
onemqn, and he a negro, fufferirig under the gall- 
ing yoke of imprisonment 9 it was the duty of thd 
" . Government to provide relief for that man." Now, 
Mr. Smith, have you not feveral negroes ? HoW 
eafy, then, is it for you to do an a6t of philan- 
thropy, without application to the Government, 
and without plunging the country into a dangerbus 
* difpute with another nation ? You will fay, with- 
out doubt, that your negroes are not fufferlng under 
the galling " yoke of impreflment ;" but, where is 
the difference whether ihey are under the yoke of the 
Britifti, or under your yoke ? Slavery is ftillflavery ; 
hor is the yoke the weight of a hair lighter, for lad- 
ing durante vita, or becaufe it is impofed by a man 
who pretends to be the advocate of liberty. 

Nothing that I have faid, or fhall fay on this fub- 
jeft, is intended to juftlfy the Britiih in their impreff- 
ment of Americans : I look upon their condudt in 
this refpedt as tyrannical ; as the effect of that over- 
bearing infotence tfhich is the charadteriftic of but 
too many among their fubaltern officers; and J think 
that rcdrefs ought to be obtained with dll convenient 
(peed. But I here confine myfelf to Americans alonei 
by which word I mean, thofe who were born in the 
United States, or were inhabitants of them at the 

x 3 peace 
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peace of 1783, not including deferters from the Bri- 
ttjh during the war. Thefe are Americans, and no 
others are ; and I venture to predict, that whatever 
fchemes the Congrefs may fall on, whatever regifters, 
certificates, or oaths of civifm they may think proper 
to furnifh failors with, Great Britain will ever feize 
hers where fhe finds them. 

Mr. Livingston faid, that " it would be no 
" difficult matter to prove, that foreigners natural- 
€t ized fince the declaration of independence, were 
" entitled to the pfote&ion of the Government/' — 
He attempted to prove this, but I fhall not contra* 
di<5l him, for the thing is in itfelf fo evidently abfurd, 
as to need no remark. As to what he pleafes to call 
the naturalization of foreigners (whole cargoes at a 
time, or otherwife), the rights of citizenfhip they 
enjoy under their new maflers, &c. fhall be referved 
for a future opportunity. It will be fufficient to add, 
on this article, that a bill was at laft agreed to for 
appointing agents for the relief and prote&ion of im- 
preffed feamen. But if thefe agents are to be em- 
ployed (as the inftruments of a predominant fa6lion) 
to embroil this country in a war, it were far better 
they had never been appointed. 

Papers relative to the Treaty with Great Britain. 
March 2. 

Mr. Livingston (from N. York) faid, that it was 
generally underftood that fomc important conftifu- 
tional queftion would be difcufTed, when the treaty 
lately concluded between this cduntry and Great 
Britain fhould come under confideration : it was very 
deiirable, therefore, that every document which 
might tend to throw light on the fubjeft fhould be 
before the Houfe. For this purpofe he would move 
the following refolution : 

" Refolved, That the Prefident of the United 

" States be requefted to lay before this Houfe, a copy 

,, --*"--.\ "of 
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cc of the inftru&ions given to the Mirrifter of the 
** United States who negotiated the treaty with Great 
" Britain, communicated by his meflage on the ift 
" inft. together with the correfpondence and docu- 
" ments relative to the faid treaty." — Ordered to lie 
on the table. 

To this refolution the following exception was af- 
terwards added :— " Excepting fuch of the faid 
u papers as any exifting negotiation may render im- 
" proper to be ditched.' 1 . 

Mr. Tracy (ConneSicut) requefted the Gentle- 
man who brought forward this refojutipn to give his 
reafons for doing fo. He had at prefent only told 
the Houfe that, as the conftitutionality of the treaty 
might be difcufled, he thought it neceflary to pro- 
pose the meafure. It was well known by every man 
in that Houfe, that much difference of opinion, and 
much fenfibility, had been occafioned by the treaty 
in queftion all over the Union. He thQught that 
the only way to treat the matter fairly, would be, 
for every Member on that floor to come forward and 
exprefs himfelf openly. Perhaps the happinefs of 
the country might depend upon the iflue of their de- 
liberations tipon it. In order to avoid all bitternefs 
and mifunderftanding, it would be beft for members 
to come forward at firft and fiate their opinions fully. 
He therefore afked, why this motion was made? 
If made barely to enable the Houfe to examine into 
the conftitutionality of the treaty, he thought that 
might be determined by comparing it with the Con- 
stitution itfelf. It may be thought neceflary ,that 
thete papers be produced in-order to impeach any of 
the perfons employed in the negotiation, or the Pre- 
fident. He wiftied to know for what purpofe thefe 
papers are called. He thought to declare the whole 
intention of the motion would be a mean of harmo- 
nizing the Houfe upon the fubjedl. However, un- 
til he knew the real intention, he would hope it was 

x 4 a good 



3 i l POLITICAL CENSOR, No. TIL 

a good one. If he difagreed from the honourable 
Mover, he ftiould give his reafons for it. It was a de- 
licate fubjedt. That they had a right to the papers 
called for, for a good purpofe, could not be doubted ; 
butunlefs the Houfe had real occafion for them, the 
Prefident would be juftified in keeping them where 
they are. What, faid he, do we want with thefe 
papers ? Is it to make a better treaty, or to do away 
the one made ? He wifhed to know the Mover's rea- 
fons fully. 

Mr. Livingston faid, he had never any wifh to 
conceal his intention, as he trufted he never fhould 
have any which he fhould be afhamed to avow. The 
Gentleman afked with propriety for information ; he 
anfwercd, his motion was made for the purpofe of 
gaining information. He afked, to what particular 
point ? It may be to all the points he has mentioned. 
It was impofHble to know, until the papers were be- 
fore him. He wifhed for information : the refult 
would depend upon the information received. He 
did not know that the impeachment of any perfon 
would be determined upon by that Houfe. He did 
not think fo himfelf; but he thought it neceflary 
they fhould have an opportunity of making a fair 
judgment of the matter. They v/ere the proper per- 
fons to whom was delegated the p©wer of punifhing 
officers ; they ought, therefore, to have full oppor- 
tunity of judging of their conduit. It was fimply 
for information that the refolution afked, not only 
with refpeA to the officers who were employed on 
the occalion, but with refpe6l to the thing itfelf. He 
believed that Houfe had the power to carry into ef- 
fedt any treaty, or not. It was for this purpofe that> 
he wanted information ; and if the Houfe were of 
the fame opinion, they would fupport the motion. 
Something had been faid as to the delicacy of the 
fubjedt. If, laid he, any reafon of flate will not 
permit the Prefident to give the papers they afked 
for, he will give his reafons for relufing them. He 

meant 
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meant not to invade the rights of any branch of Go- 
vernment ; it was information which he fought for* 

Mr, Giles (Virghiia) laid he would briefly itate 
the reafons which induced him to fupport the paffing 
of the refolutions which lay on the table. The Gen- 
tleman from Conne<fticqt had juftfy laid that the 
treaty bad caufed great fenfibility throughout the 
United States. It was on this account that he wanted 
that information which they had a right to expect, 
and without which they could not proceed to con- 
fider the fubjedl. If he were to judge of the treaty 
itfelf, it would not allay that fenfibility which had 
been raifed againft it ; but he trufted the information 
which' was called for would be of a fort to reconcile 
the public mind. If no information waf given, he 
muft own it would have an unfavourable impreffioa 
on his mind. He wifhed, therefore, for inform- 
ation. 

Mr. Murray (Maryland) obferved, that if the 
Mover of the relblution before the Houie had clearly 
declared that the obje& of it was for information, # 
he ftiould not have an objection to it ; but the ex- 
planation given led him to believe that it had in view 
the eflablifhment of a very alarming clodtrine — no 
lefs than to determine, whether the treaty fhall be 
carried into effedt, or not. By the Conftitution he 
faid the treaty was become the law of the land, and 
obligatory on all the citizens of the United States* 
From the explanation given, he fhould give the 
meafurehis decided negative ; for if that Houle had 
the power to decide on the legality of the treaty, in 
vain has the Conftitution given power to the Prefi- 
dent and Senate to make treaties. It appeared to 
him that the Houfe had no right to inquire iqto the 
particular ground upon which this trgaty has become 
the law of the land, fince it appears that the Prefi- 
dent and Senate have a£ied agreeably to the Confti- 
tution. It would be a foleciim in government to 

fay, 
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fay, that there were two powers which could control 
each other. He thought the refolution unconftitu- 
tional, as it was predicated on the right of that 
Houfe to interfere with the power placed in the Pre- 
iident and Senate to make treaties. In order to juf- 
tify this motion, the Houfe fhould firft determine the 
treaty to be unconftitutional, and that it ought not 
to be the law of the land. If it was agreed that 
that Houle had a right to examine all the fecrets at- 
tending negotiations, a plan will be adopted which 
may open fecrets that may be of great injury to the 
nation. Every man knows, faid he, that in diplo- 
matic tranfa&ions there are certain fccret negoti* 
ations ; he did not know that it was the cafe in this, 
but it might be fo. To carry into effect this refolu- 
tion, appeared to him a diredt invafion upon the 
confiitutional rights placed in the Prefident in con- 
junction with the Senate. He doubted whether the 
Senate could make this demand. 

Thus did the difcuffion wander from its object 
This motion of Mr. Livingfton was the iignal of 
hoftile preparation. The friends of the treaty took 
the alarm ; and the queftion became, not whether 
the Houfe had a right to call for the papers or not, 
but whether their fan6lion was neceflary to the exe- 
cution of a treaty. 

The debates occupied the Houfe and the public 
during nearly a month. It is incompatible with my 
plan to give the fpeeches at length, many of which 
do honour to the hearts, and many others to the 
heads of the fpeakers : among the former may be 
noticed thofe of Meffrs. Buck, Sedgwick, Harper, 
and William Smith ; among the latter, thofe of 
Meflrs. Gallatin and Giles. 

The refolution was finally carried, and on the 
31ft of March the Houfe received the following 
meffage from the Prefident, in reply. 

"Gentlemen 
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* c Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 

" With the utmoft attention I have confidered 
4( your refolutiori of the 24th inft. requefting me to 
" lay before your Houfe a copy of the inftru&ions to 
" the Minifter of the United States who negotiated 
" the treaty with the King of Great Britain, toge- 
" ther with the correfpondence and other docu- 
" mcnts relative to that, treaty, excepting fuch of 
" the faid papers as any exifting negotiation may 
" render improper to be difclofed. 

" In deliberating upon this fubjedt, it was impof- 
€€ fible for me to lofe fight of the principle which 
" fome have avowed in its difcuflion, or to avoid 
« extending my views to the confeqiiences which 
€€ muft flow from the admiffion of that principle. 

" I truft that no part of my condudt has ever 
" indicated a difpofition to withhold any informa- 
" tion which the Conftitution has enjoined upon 
u the Prefident as a duty to give, or which could 
" be required of him by either Houfe of Congreis 
€€ as a right; and with truth I affirm, that it has 
" been, as it will continue to be, while I have the 
" honour to prefide in the government, my conftant 
<c endeavour to harmonize with the other branches 
€f thereof, fo far as the truft delegated to me by the 
<r people of the United States, and my fenfe of the 
" obligation it impofes to preferve, protect, and de- 
" fend the Conftitution, will permit. 

" The nature of foreign negotiations requires 
€l caution ; and their fuccefs muft often depend on 
" fecrccy ; and even when brought to a conclufion, 
C( a full difclofure of all the meafures, demands, or 
ct eventual conceffions which may have been pro- 
" pofed or contemplated, would be extremely im- 
" politic ; for this might have a pernicious in- 
" fluence on future negotiations; or produce im- 
" mediate inconveniencies, perhaps danger and 

" mifchief, 
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" mifchief, in relation to other powers. The nfecef- 
" fity of fuch caution and fecrecy was one cogent 
" reafon for vefling the power of making treaties in 
" the Prelident, with the advice and confent of the 
" Senate ; the principle on which that body was 
" formed confining it to a finall number ofmem-i* 
" bers. To admit then a right in the Houfe of 
•' Reprefentatives-to demand, and to have as a 
" matter of courfe, all the papers refpedting a ne- 
€C gotiation with a foreign power, would be to efia- 
" blifh a dangerous precedent. 

"' It does not occur, that the infpe&ion of the 
" papers afked for can be relative to any purpofe 
" under the cognizance of the Houfe of Reprefent- 
" atives, except that of an impeachment ; which 
" the refolution has not exprefled. I repeat that I 
€< have no difpofitionto withhold any information 
" which the duty of my ftation will permit, or the 
" public good fhall require to be difclofed ; and, 
" in fa<Sl, all the papers afte&ing the negotiation 
" with Great Britain were laid before the Senate 
" when the treaty itfelf was communicated for their 
" consideration and advice. 

" The courfe which the debate has taken on the 
« refolution of the Houfe, leads to fome obferva- 
" tions on the mode of making treaties under the 
" Conftitution of the United States. 

" Having been a number of the General Con- 
" vention, and knowing the principles on which 
€c the Conftitution was formed, I have ever enter- 
" tainedbut one opinion on this fubje6l ; and from 
" the firft eftablifhment of the government to this 
" moment, my condudt has exemplified that opi- 
" nion, that the power of making treaties is ex- 
11 clufively veiled in the Prelident, by and with 
" the advice and cenfent of the Senate, pro- 
" videdtwo thirds of the Senators prefent concur; 
*\ and that every treaty fo made and promulgated, 
2 " thence- 
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** thenceforward becomes the law of the land. It 
* € is thus the treaty-making power has been under- 
K flood by foreign nations ; and in all the treaties 
*' made with them we have declared, and they have 
* c believed, that, when ratified by the Prefident, 
*\ with the advice and confent of the Senate, they 
" become obligatory. In the conftruftion of the 
** Conftitution every Houfe of Reprefentatives has 
*' heretofore acquiesced ;' and until the prefent time 
u not a doubt or fufpicion has appeared, to my 
f € knowledge, that this conftrudtion was not the 
u true one. Nay, they have more than acqui- 
** efced ; for, till now, without controverting the 
" obligation of fuch treaties, they have made all the 
" requifite provifions for carrying them into effe&. 

€C There is ^lfo reafon to believe that this con- 
" ftru&iop agrees with the opinions entertained by 
*' the "State conventions, when they were delibe- 
tf rating on the Conftitution, efpecially by thofe 
** who obje&ed to it, becaqfe there was not required, 
* € in CQVWercial treaties^ the confeqt of two thirds of 
*' the whole number of the members of the Se- 
u nate, inftead of two thirds of the Senators pre- 
? € fent, and becaufe in treaties refpe&ing territo- 
u rial and certain other rights and claims, the con- 
u currence of three fourths of the whole number 
f c of the members of both Houfes, refpe&ively, was 
" not made necefiary. 

u It is a fe£t declared by the General Convention, 
" ariduniverfallyunderftood, that the Conftitutionof 
€€ the United States was the refult of a fpirit of amity 
^ and mutual cpnceifion. And it is well known 
u that, under this influence, the fmaller States were 
*' admitted to an equal reprefentation in the Senate, 
?* with the larger States ; and that this branch of the 
f c Government was in vefted with great powers ; for 
S c qn the equal participation of thofe powers, the 

?' fovereignty 
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" Sovereignty and political fafety of the Smaller 
" States were deemed eflentially to depend. 

" If other proofs than thefe, and the plain letter 
€t of the Conftitution itfelf, beneceflary to afcertain 
" the point under consideration, they may be found 
(€ in the Journals of the General Convention, which 
€€ I have depoiitedin the office of the department of 
€€ State. In thofe journals it will appear, that a 
" proposition was made, * that no treaty Should be 
" binding on the United States which was not rati- 
46 fied by a law/ and that the proposition was ex- 
«* plicitly rejected. 

" As, therefore, it is perfectly clear to my under- 
u Handing, that the aflent of the Houfe of Repre- 
4€ fentatives is not neceflary to the validity of a 
" treaty; as the treaty with Great Britain exhibits 
" in itfelf all the obje&s requiring legislative provi- 
u lion, and on thefe the papers called for can throw 
€t no light ; and as it is effential to the due admini- 
" fixation of the Government, that the boundaries 
" fixed by the Conftitution between the different 
" departments Should be preferved ; a juft regard to 
" the Conftitution and to the duty of my office, 
* c under all the circumftances of this cafe, forbid a 
«' compliance with your requeft." 

Remakks. — Nobody will deny, that the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives have a right to call for papers of 
every kind, relative to matters laid before them ; 
nor will any one deny, that the President has an 
equal right to refufe them. The neceffity of the call 
can alone render it justifiable in point of propriety ; . 
and, confequently, if no Such neceffity exifts, a re- 
fufal on the part of the President cannot be improper. 

Three reafons were urged in favour of the call ; 
i . Something might be difcovered that would juftify 
an impeachment ; 2. The papers might throw light 
pn forae parts of the treaty ; 3. They might contain, 

Something* 
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Something, which would tend to reconcile the peo- 
ple to that inftrument. 

With refpeft to the firft of thefe — difcpvering 
grounds for an impeachment — I would afk, who could r 
have been the object of this impeachment ? Not the 
negotiator certainly ; for, whatever might be his 
condudt at the court of London, it had received the 
folemn fan6Hon of the Prefident and Senate. He 
was charged with powers to make a treaty ; he had 
done fo ; and thofe who had difpatched him, had 
approved and ratified the refult of his negotiation : 
if. therefore, there was any blame, it muft fall on 
thofe under whofe orders he a&ed, and not on him. 

I prefume the idea of impeaching the Senate 
never entered the brains of even Virginians, and of 
courfe the Prefident muft be the objedl. But the 
papers might throw light on fome parts of the treaty. 
Now I, who am no ftatefman, God knows, have 
read this treaty, and I think I underftand it perfectly 
well. It isip good plain Engliih, and, though that 
may be one of its principal faults with the quibblers 
from the South, yet it ought to render explanatory 
papers unneceffary. Will any one of'the oppofition 
members fay, that he does not underftand the treaty? 
If he fays fo, will it not be neceflary to fend him 
back to his conftituents, or furnifh him with an in- 
terpreter ? I confefs that the outlandifji gentlemen, 
fuch as Mr. Gallatin for example, may experience 
ferious difficulties on this account ; but is this to 
authorize a call that would divulge all the fecrets of 
the State ? would it not be infinitely better to have 
the treaty tranflated into Italian, or, like the French 
decrees of fraternity, into all the living languages ? 
JJefides, let it be remembered, that the papers called 
for are in Englifh as well as the treaty, and of courfe 
thofe who do not underftand the latter would not 
\inderfiand the former. x 

I woul4 
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I would by no means infinuate here, that all the 
oppofition members, who are not foreigners, are 
adequate to a full comprehenfion of the treaty ; for 
though, like the Bourgeois Gentilhomme, they talk 
tolerably good profe, without knowing it, their 
Speeches fully prove that they know bilt little of the 
merits of the treaty. And to them, as to foreigners, 
the fame queftion will apply: If they cannot under^ 
fland the treaty, how are they to underftand the 
papers ? Moft people, I believe, will allow, that a 
diplomatic correfpondence is more difficult to ana* 
Jyfe than the instrument in queftion ; and if fo, how 
is it poffible that thefe contra&ed minds fhould de- 
live light from fuch a eorrefpondence ? 

Some of the members of oppofition are, however, 
of a different ftamp. Thefe did not want light ; 
they are blefled with that in the extreme degree* 
The rays ftrike on their minds with fuch force as tq 
Wind every principle of hqnourand honefty. From 
the fincfle of thefe gentlemen what could have been 
expe&ed from the papers ? That profound politician 
patriot Madifon, found out Jive different conftru&ions 
of onefingle claufe of the Conflitution ; and perhaps 
he would have found five times the npmber of every 
•claufe in the difpatches. Where or when could this 
have ended ? 

It is fomething truly aftoniftiing, that papers, or 
any thing elfe, fhould, at this late hpur, be called 
for, in order to throw light on the Britifh treaty. 
There have been, upon a moderate computation, 
more than fifty volumes in folio written and printed 
on the fubjedl ; public meetings have been held on 
jt in every corner of the Union ; petitions by hun- 
dreds have been given in for and againft it ; and the 
inftrument itfelf has been in the hands of every one 
during the fpace of eight months. Where, then, do 
thefe people comq from, who now want papers to 

ihrovy 
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throw light on the fubje&; if, indeed, they can 
prove, that they have been buried in the weflern 
woods, plotting " political fins" anew, or con- 
fiantly occupied in driving iheir negro conftituenls to 
the tobacco-fields and home again, 1 fhall be ready 
to make an allowance for their ignorance; but if 
they cannot prove this, if they have enjoyed the fame 
means of information as thole enjoyed by every man 
in the free States, and are yet ignorant of the merits 
or demerits of the treaty, I muft abfolutely declare 
them too flupid to judge of it at all, and totally un- 
worthy of having an intricate diplomatic correfpond- 
ence fubmitted to their examination. 

But, allowing that the papers might have thrown 
light on fome parts of the treaty, how was this ne- 
ceflary to their deciding on granting the fupplies 
necefiary to carry it into effedt ? for it is for this 
purpofe alone that a treaty is laid before them. We 
will fuppofe, for a moment, that they had difcovered 
that Mr. Jay had gone beyond, or fallen fhort of 
his inftruftions \ nay, we will evep fuppofe that 
they had found as indubitable proofs of Englifti cor- 
ruption, as they have had of French corruption ; 
how could that circumftance have affe&ed their de- 
cifion ? If they have a right of exercifing their judg- 
ment with refpedt to a treaty, it muft be on tha 
treaty itfelf; and that was before them. The means 
employed irt the negotiation could not alter the 
inftrument itfelf. It has a precife meaning, couched 
in terms which cannot be mifunderftood ; and on 
that meaning alone could they found their decifion. 
What an idiot of a connoifleur ihould we think him, 
who, upon the fight of a pi&ure, Ihould call for 
the pencils with which it was painted, in order to 
form an opinion of its merits 1 Yet,. exa<31y fueh 
was the call for papers relative to the treaty. 

There was, however, another reafon afligncd : 
thefe papers might tonTainfomethingy which would ten 
vol. in. x y 
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to reconcile the people to the inftrument. I could havfc 
excufed every thing but this grofs, this palpable 
hypocrify. What ! did thefe oppofition members 
defire to fee fomething that would reconcile the 
people to the treaty ? — thefe very men who bad, in 
ways more or Iefs direct, ftipulated with the mob to 
oppofe it. It is a fadl well known, that the leaders 
among them had all written or made public fpeeches 
feprefentiug it as inimical to the rights and liberties 
tff the people ; the Gentleman who brought forward 
the refolution was one of thofe who took the lead at 
New-York, when the French and American flags 
were hoifled againft it, and when it was abfolutely 
burnt before the houfe of Governor Jay. And yet thefe 
very men now pretend, that they wifh for fomething 
that may reconcile the people to it ! What an opinion 
mull they have of the Prclident, to fuppofe him 
open to fuch barefaced deception ! When men have 
long fuccceded in this, ot any way, they are apt to 
over-rate their taleuts ; it is not therefore fo very won- 
derful that they fliould imagine it is as eafy to cajole 
General Walhington as their deluded conftituents. 

I have now done with the pretended motives of the 
refolution (on which I mud confefs I have taken up 
too much of the reader's time), and fhall come to 
what I imagine to be the real motives of it. 

To begin at the fountain-head* the mind from 
which the mifohievous and malicious idea firft 
iflued : it is tolerably well known, that the Living' 
Jlons harbour a mortal hatred againft the family of 
his Excellency Governor Jay, which hatred is Un- 
doubtedly paid back with contempt. The charac- 
ters of the parties fufficiently explain the caufc. 
This is not the firft inftance of private refentment 
findingfifc way into public aflemblies. Something 
in thefe papers might have been found, which, if 
properly handled, would have imprefled oh the 
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minds of the ignorant, a belief that Mr, Jay had 
abandoned their interefts ; that he was partial to the 
Englifh nation (which alone is a fufficient crirpe), 
and that he felt little anxiety for the fuccefs of the 
French. The flighteft expreflion, leaning this way, 
would have been tortured into the moft odious fig- 
nification by men who are capable of finding five 
different conftruflions of a fimple fentence. There 
could not be imagined a more complete method of 
rendering the worthy Envoy odious to the majority, 
in numbers, of his State, and of preparing the way 
for his being rejected at another election. 

But though this might be the principal object 
with the " honourable Mover," as he has been ironi- 
cally called, yet we muft not fuppofeall the mem- 
bers of Oppofition to have no higher views. They 
undoubtedly participate with Mr. Livingjlon in a 
deteftation of the Envoy. 1 prefume this, becaufe 
it is natural ; but their projects feem to be mijch 
more extenfive than the oufting of a Governor. 
Their eyes are fixed on another quarter, where a. 
nobler game prefents itfelf. In fhort, if I have any 
penetration, their plan is nothing (hort of driving 
the President of the United States from the poll: he 
now fills. 

If there be any one who, meafuring the hearts of 
others by his own, looks upon this as impoffible, I 
requeft him to turn his eye to the infultsthat have 
been heaped on this man during the prefent fcffiQn 
of Congrefs. The fa6l is, nobody doubts of this; 
and the only thing that furprifes me> is, nobody 
attempts to render the deftru&ive projeft abortive. . 

It may be afked, what views can the Oppofition 
have ? To this queftion I anfwer by another : what 
views have the diforganizers in every country ? 
What views could the nobleman have who propofed, 
in France, the abolition of nobility? What views 
had the bijhop who propofed the abolition of religion f 
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What views had the filly Lord Stanhope when he 
|>ropofed an imitation of the French fans-culottes, 
and declared he would like to be hanged? Is there 
any thing too ftupid, abfurd, and vile, to be wifhed 
for by thofe who are the partifans of Francse ? 

That they may not fucceed, is furely the fincere 
defire of every man who wifhes well to his country. 
But the event is, at leaft, doubtful. It requires 
fortitude fomething more than human, to endure 
•fuch treatment as the Prefident has received, without 
yielding to the dictates of difguft. There is hardly 
a man on earth but himlelf, that would not have 
retired long ago. For my part, I fhould have hurled 
the papers in their face, in the midil of their quib- 
bling and fpiteful harangues, fent them my refigna- 
tion, and retired to my home. Happily, General 
Walhington is a man of another character. But it 
is not reafonable to hope that he will bear this tan- 
talizing for ever : there is a certain point beyond 
which the patience and fortitude of no man can go ; 
and fhould his ungrateful enemies furpafs it, we 
mud expect to be left adrift in the fiorm. 

I have hitherto deferred giving the reader the Ayes 
and Noes on the call for papers, in order that they 
may appear in this place, afk^ the motives of the 
refolutton have been^ as I prefume, fairly ftated. 
Here they follow •, and the reader will do well to 
recoiled, that, however they may fhift hereafter, 
this is the lift to which he may at all times refer, to 
know who are the friends and who are the enemies 
of the government, conftitution, peace, and pro- 
fperity of the United States. 

A*es. — Meflieurs Baily, Baird, Baldwin, Ben- 
ton, Blount, Brent, Bryan, Burgefs, Cabel, Chriftk, 
Claibourne, Clopton, Coles, Dearborn, Detit % 
Duval) Earl, Findley, Franklin, Gallatin, Gillefpie, 
Giles, Gregg, Greenup, Grove, Hampton, Han- 
cock, Harrifon, Hat horn,- Havens, Heath, Holland, 

Jackfon, 



APRIL, 1796. 325; 

Jackfon, Kitchell, Livingfton, Locke, 7V. Lyman, 
Maclay, Macon, Madifon, Millcdge, Moore, Muh- 
lenberg, New, Nicholas, Orr, Page, Parker, Patton, 
Prefton, Richard, Rutherford, Sherborn* Ifrael 
Smith, Samuel Smith, Sprigg, Swanwick, Tatem, 
Van-Courtlandt, Varnum, Venable, Winn. — 62. 

Nays, — Meflieurs Bourne, Bradbury, Buck, 
Coit, Cooper, A. Fofter, D. Fofter, Freeman, Gill, 
Gilman, Glen, Goodhue, Goodrich, Grifwald, Harper, 
Hartley, Hillhoufe, Hindman, Kittera, S. Lyman, 
Malbone, Murray, Reed, Sedgwick, Sitgreaves, 
Jeremiah Smith, JV. Smith, Ifaac Smith, W. Smith, 
Swift, Thatcher, Thomas, Thompfon, Tracey, Fan- 
Allen, Wadfworth, Williams. — 37. 

It is a truth, which cannot be too often repeated, 
that the oppofers of the Britifti treaty are, for the ; 
moft part, men who have long and fteadily oppofed, 
every falutary meafure of the General Government, 
joined by fuch as this treaty obliged to pay their juft 
debts. It is well known that it is againft the fouth- 
ern States alone that the Britifti merchants com- 
plain ; and for this reafon it is that we fee the mem- 
bers from thofe States moft oppofed to it* All the 
names in the above lifts, written in italics, are of 
members coming from States to the north of Vir- 
ginia, from which it will appear, that only two 
members from the fouthern States voted in the mi- 
nority. This circumftance is a fufficient proof of the 
motives of the Oppofition. 

RefoliMon by way of P rot eft againft the Preftdenfs 
Mejfage. 

April 26. 

The Houfe having refoived itfelf into a Committee 
of the whole on the meflagefrom the Preiident, Mr. 
Blount (from North Carolina) moved the following 
refolutions, which were finally paffed. 

Y 3 Refoived, 
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Refolved, that, it being declared by the fecond 
fe6tion of the fecond article of the Conftitution, 
" that the Prefident (hall have power, by and with 
<c the advice and confent of the Senate, to mak;e 
" treaties, provided two thirds of the Senate prefent 
€€ concur," the Houfe of Reprefentatives do not 
claim any agency in making treaties ; but that when 
a treaty fiipul&tes regulations 072 any of the fuljects 
fubmiited by the Conftitution to the power of Congrefs, 
it mull depend for its execution, as to fuch Imputa- 
tions, on a law or laws to be pafled by Congrefs ; 
and it is the conftifutional right and duty of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, in all fuch cafes, to de- 
liberate on the expediency or inexpediency of car- 
rying fuch treaties into effect, and to determine and 
261 thereon, as in their judgment may be moft con- 
ducive to the public good. 

Refolved, that it is Hot ncceffary to the propriety 
df &ny application from this Houfe to the Executive 
for information delired by them, and which may re- 
late to any conftitutional fun#idns of the Houfe, 
that the purpofes for which fuch informafticm may be 
tvanted, or to which the fame may be applied, 
fliould be ftated in the application. 

On the latter of thefe refplutiorts it is 'only necef- 
fary to obferve, that it is by no means rnconliflent 
with the motives that dilated the call for papers $ 
thole motives I have already flated, it will therefore 
be ufelefs to fay any thing more on the refolution. 

The firft refolution merits a great deal of atten- 
tion, as it feems to be the lafting defim'tidfe of the 
treaty-making power. 

Patriot Madifon was the only Member that en- 
tered into a defence of this refolution. To give his 
fpeech here would be to fill up my pages with what 
no one would read : I (hall, therefore, content my- 
felf with infertmg an extra<Sl from the debates in the 
Virginia Convention, at the time when the Confti- 
4 tutiqq 
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tution of the United Stales was under confidera- 
tion. 

The reader £hould he in formed, that this patriot 
was, at the time of forming the Conftitution, a firm 
friepd to it ; and indeed 1 have feen it aflerted in 
print, that he even drew it up. Let us, then, com- 
pare the explanation he gave of this treaty- making 
clanfe, at the time the Conftitution was under con- 
fideration, with the -explanation contained in the 
refolution which he now fupports. 

A Member in the Convention having obje&ed to 
the treaty-making power, as exprejfled hi die Con- 
flitution, becaufe treaties became fupreme laws of 
the land, -without the participation of Congrefs, pa.- 
-iriot Madifon rofe and faid. " Are not treaties the 
" law of the Iwid in England? I will refer you to 
" a book which is in every man's hand* Black- 
" ftone's Commentaries. It will inform you, that 
" treaties, made by the King, are to be the fupreme 
" laws of the land. If they are to have any efficacy , 
" they mufi be laws of the laud. They are (oin every 
6t country.'* 

Now where has the patriot been fince the time 
that he gave this explanation of the treaty-making 
power ? What fort of company mufi he have fallea 
into ? Ifliould be very furry to fuppofe that he has 
drunk at the fountain that poifoned his countryman 
Randolph ; but really, fuch a change of fentiment, 
fuch dke<3ly contradi&ory explanation of the very 
fame claufe, is hard to be accounted for. 

In this debate on the call for the papers, which 
was, in faift, a debate on the treatV'-making power, 
the patriot was feveral times called on for an expla- 
nation of his docStriae advanced in the Convention. 
He had the prudence to avoid an anfwer at that 
lime, and to referve himfelf for the difcuflion of the 
prefent refolution. He tells us here, that, upon his 
honour } he has forgdtfen what paffed in tl^p Conven- 
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tion ; but that, however refieRable fuch authorities 
may be, the Conftitution muft now explain it/elf. — 
And fo, Sir, you have forgotten, have you ? for- 
gotten all about it ? The waters of Virginia, where 
you have undergone your political baptifm, and 
where you have emerged a new man, are, I fup- 
pole, like thofe of Lethe. 

But though Mr. Madifon had been dipped in the 
pool of oblivion, fome other members of the Houfe 
had not ; and as they made fo preffing a call on him 
for the explanation, he was obliged to fay fome- 
thing. It was not certainly a very fatisfa&ory an- 
fvver, to fay that> however refpeftable fuch authori- 
ties might be, the Conftitution muft now explain it* 
/elf. As to the refpeh lability of the authority, as far 
as relates to himfelf, I am ready to give that up ; but 
how the Conftitution is to explain itfelf, tvhen he 
has found out five different conftrudtions of the fame 
claufe, I cannot perceive. If it be true, that he 
penned the Conftitution, I hope he will not boaft of 
his work, unlefs, indeed, which is not impofliblc, 
he wifhed it to anfwer all the convenient purpofes 
of a Jefuit's creed. 

The President, in his mefiage, tells the Houfe, 
that the treaty- making power has been thus under- 
itood by both parties in the negotiations with foreign 
powers. " It is thus," fays he, " that the treaty- 
" making power has been underftood by foreign 
" nations ; and in all treaties made with them, we 
" have declared, and they have believed, that, when 
€S ratified by the Prcfident, with the advice and cAn- 
" fent of the Senate, they became obligatory!" To 
Ibis Mr. Madifon replies : " By we was to be un- 
*' derftood the Executive alone, and not the Houfe 
" of Rcprefentatives.' 1 Again he obferves that 
* this was thefirft treaty made with a foreign power, 
" fince the operation of the prefent (government, 

« and 
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cc and that therefore precedents muft lofe much of 
<c their weight/' 

What the patriot means by a foreign power, I 
know not : it is more than probable that, in his am- 
ple budget of confirudtions, he may have a dozen 
or two ready to be applied to his word foreign ; but, 
according to my fimple conception of the meaning 
of this epithet, it is applicable to every power witti 
whom the United States have made, or can make, 
treaties ; and of courfe, it ought to be applied to 
the Indian as well as to the European nations. The 
continental powers of Europe are all fituated on the 
fame land; fome of them mull: neceflarily be divided 
by landmarks, as we are from the Indians ; yet they 
treat each other as foreign powers. If the word/b- 
reign is to be applied to no nation fituated on the 
fame land with ourfelves, it is yet to be proved, 
whether it ought to be applied to France and Spain, 
or not. Indeed it is likely that the patriot means 
to confine the word foreign to the Britiih nation, as 
the only one which is divided from us by the fea ; if 
fo, and iT he fhould be able to perfuade us that his 
conftruStion is a good one, we may then allow that 
this treaty is the firft which the Federal Government 
has formed with foreign powers ; but till he can do 
this, I, for my part, muft continue to look upon the 
treaties made with the Indians as made with foreign 
powers. 

If then it be true, and true it mod afluredly is, 
that the treaties made with the Indians bear in them- 
felves the full force of the principle laid down by 
the Prefident ; that, " when ratified by the Prefident 
" and Senate, they become obligatory ;'* how hap- 
pens it that no objediion was ever yet made to their 
contents in that refpedt ? Foreign nations have feep 
thofe treaties go quietly into effe#, without waiting 
for the fanftion of the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; 
and this, of itfelf, was a declaration of the, whole 

nation, 
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nation, that no fuch fandtion was neceffary. But, 
fays the patriot, c< the Houfe of Representatives 
" nevermade any futh declaration ;" and forlhis very 
reafon ; becaufe no fuch declaration was wanted. 
The Prefident and Senate ratified the treaties, and 
nobody difputed their authority fo to do ; the un- 
making power of the Houfe was referved to be ex- 
crcifed on the prefent occafion. 
. Had the Houfe of Reprcfentatives poflefled the 
power of fetting a treaty afide, or rather, as they 
now contend, of giving it a final ratification, they 
lhould have come forward and declared x fo, when 
the firft treaty made under the prefent Government 
was laid before them. This would have been can- 
didly telling other powers not to look upon a treaty 
as finally ratified by the United States, till it had 
been approved of by the Houfe ; a#d, in the pre- 
sent inflance, the King of Great Britain would not 
have been deceived into a ratification on his part, 
till fuch approbation had been obtained. 

Taking leave of the tergiverfation of patriot 
Madifon, I (hall add a few fhort remarks on the re- 
solution itfelf. 

One of its greateft faults is, its unneceffary 
length ; it is however, like all the other propositions 
brought forward by the Oppofitiorn, calculated fa 
deceive the multitude, and rally them under the 
banners of an interefied, and perhaps corrupted 
faction, under the pretext of fupporting their rights. 
The plain meaning of it is this : The Prefident and 
' Senate have a right to make treaties?, and the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives to unmake them ; and Mr. Blount, if 
be had had. as much courage as malice, would have 
couched it in thefe very words. 

" When a treaty," fays the refolution, u ftipu- 
%t lates regulations on any fubje6l fubmitted by the 
" Conftitution to the power of Congrefs, it muft 
V depend for its execution on Congrefs/' and con- 
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fequently on the Houfe of Reprefentatives. Several 
regulations are fubmitted to the power of Congrefs : 
I fhall confine myfelf to one only, as fufficient to 
demonflrate the confequences of the do$rine here 
held up. " Congrefs," fays the Conftitution, " is 
" empowered to regulate commerce with foreign na- 
" tions." Now what treaty, let me afk, can the 
United States make with any nation on earth, not 
containing fiipulations on commerce ? What treaty can 
be formed with Great Britain, with Spain, with the 
Algerines, or even with the Indians, that does not 
contain fiipulationsof this kind ? There are trea- 
ties with them all now before the Houfe, and they 
all do contain fuch ftipulatiofis. It follows, of 
courfc, that the Prefident and Senate can make no 
treaty, that can be carried into execution without 
the confent or ratification of the Houfe of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Yes, there are treaties of alliance offenfive or de- 
fensive, or both, which may not contain fiipula- 
tions on commerce ; but then, the Congrefs has the 
power to declare war : and as thcfe are certainly 
warlike regulations, the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
will undoubtedly claim a participation in making 
them, or at leaft in unmaking them, according to 
the fpirit of the refolution. So that the Prefident 
and Senate's treaty-making power is, in fa&, no 
power at all. It is a mere form of words ) a de- 
ception thrown out to give foreign nations a belief 
of the ftability and promptitude of this Govern- 
ment, in order to lure them into toncejiotis, while 
the real power is jrefcrved, for annulling fuch trea- 
ties as fall ihort of the exorbitant pretentions, or 
militate againft the interefted views, of thefe States. 

If a vote of the Houfe of Reprefentatives be ne- 
ceflary to the ratification of a treaty (I fay ratifica- 
tion, becaufe that act alone is worthy of the name, 
yf hichjgives full and complete effecft to a treaty) ; if* 
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then, a vote of this Houfe be neceflary to fuch rati- 
fication, it fhould be obtained before the ratification 
is difpatched to a foreign Court. Any other man- 
ner of proceeding is mere duplicity. What fays the 
treaty before us ? " This treaty, when the fame fh all 
ic have been ratified by his Majefty, and by the 
" Prefident of the United States, by and with the 
" advice and confent of their Senate, and the re- 
" fpeftive ratifications mutually exchanged, fhall 
" be binding and obligatory on his Majefty, and 
" on the faid States, &c." Now, this has been 
done ; the treaty has been ratified by his Majefty 
and by the Prefident, with the confent of the Se- 
nate ; and yet the Houfe of Reprefentatives pretend, 
that it is not binding on thefe States, without their 
confent alfo. Is this duplicity, or is it fomething 
worfe ? 

Suppofe the pofts, which are, in fulfilment of 
this treaty, to be delivered up to the United States, 
were fituated in fome part of Europe, where no in- 
telligence of this refolution could be obtained in due 
time to prevent the delivery ; or fuppofe the treaty 
had ftipulated for the weftern pofis being given up 
in the month of December laft. Had either of thefe 
been the cafe, Great Britain would have fulfilled 
her engagement, in thisrefpedt, while the United 
States are debating with themfelves whether they 
Jhall fulfil theirs or not. What fort of national faith 
is this ? To make ufe of the words of Mr. Giles 
refpedHng the land-jobbers, this isfw'mdling upon a 
broadfcale, indeed. - 

This refolution, whatever may be the fate of the 
Britiih treaty, will have the mod pernicious efFe&s 
on the relations of the United States with foreign 
nations. If the Minifters of any power can be 
fuppofed to undcrftand this Conftitution, it mud; be 
tbofe of Great Britain. We fee that they have 
understood it as giving the fole power of making 
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and ratifying treaties to the Prefident and Senate ; 
and it is certain that other powers have, till now, 
underftood it in the fame way. But the refolution 
of patriot Blount is well calculated to undeceive 
them. AH nations will now fay, c Yes, the Ame- 

* ricans have a Prefident and Senate, whom they 

* hold forth to us as officers empowered to make 

* treaties with us, and to give fuch treaties their 
€ full effe#, as " fupremelaws of their land f but 
€ we now perceive that this is all deception ; thefe 
c officers are only authorized to make and ratify 
€ Jham treaties with us ; if they obtain their wifhes, 

* they confirm thefe treaties afterwards ; but if not, 
€ they referve to themfelves the power of fetting 
c them afide.' In future, therefore, we mud; natu- 
rally expecft, that no power on earth, except, per- 
haps, a humiliated King of Spain, or a ftupid In- 
dian Chief, will ever look upon a treaty with us as 
legally ratified,, till it has received the fandtion of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives ; nay, were I a Prince, I 
would not ratify, till the treaty had been figned by 
every individual Member of the fovereign people ; 
for, as patriot Madifon judicioufly obferved, " there 
" is a provident article in the Conftitution itfelf, by 
** which an avenue is always left open to the Jove- 
u reign people for explanations or amendments, as they 
g€ may be found indifpenfable." 

Here I (hall be told, that the Britifh Houfe of 
Commons pofiefies the fame power j with refpedt to 
treaties, as is contended for by the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives ; and yet that does not prevent other na- 
tions from treating with the King of Great Britain. 
If any inconfiftency on the part of the Oppofition 
could at this day excite furprife, it would be their 
having held up thepra&ices of Great Britain as pro- 
per for their imitation. What ! thefe very men, 
whofe continual theme has been the execrating of 
the pradiices of that nation, now fly to it for prece- 
dents ! 
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dents ! The firft writer that appeared in oppofitionlo 
the Britilh treaty, reprefcnted it as dangerous, be- 
caufe it would " tend to the introduction of the 
" fafhions, forms, and precedents of a monarchy!" 
Mr. Giles faid, in the debate concerning Randall, 
that " he fliould be for ry to fee this Houfe adopt fre- 
€C cedents from the Britifh Houfe of Commons !" 
Several times during this very debate, it was averred 
that the Conftifbtion of Great Britain was juft 
crumbling to pieces ; and it is no longer ago than 
Jaft year, that the fagacious patriot Madifon fore* 
told, that he fhould foon fee the Peers of Great 
Britain coming to afk a lodging from him. Mr. 
Swanwick, in the debates on the frigates, faid that 
Great Britain was on the verge of ruin. Another 
of thefe oppofers declared fhe was at her laft gafp. 
And thefe are the men, who now tell us that imi- 
tating Great Britain is the only way of preferving 
the liberties of the people ; while they feize every 
opportunity moft flanderoufly to reprefent the peo T 
pie of that country as flaves. 

But what are thefe precedents which they have 
taken from the Constitution of Great Britain ? 
They tell us that the Houfe of Commons claim a 
right to withhold the fupplies neceflary to carry a 
treaty into effeft. They claim this right with re- 
ipe& to all fupplies ; but, were they ever known to 
exercifdit fince the reign of the profligate frenchi- 
fied Charles ? At leatt, were they ever known to 
exercife it for the purpofe of violating a treaty made 
with a foreign power ? I defy thefe gentlemen to 
prove any fuch thing ; and even if they could prove 
it, I would be very glad to know how the prece- 
dent will apply to themfelves. The Britifh Confli- 
tuttoh, happily for the people of that country, is 
not written in a book; is not reduced to a few 
claufes, each of which admits of five conJtruSions. 

There 
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There is no pofitive law that fays to the Houfe of 
Commons, € You fliall have no deliberative voice on 
( the expediency or inexpediency of treaties.' This 
is not neceflary in a Government like that of Great 
Britain. The organization of the Houfe of Com- 
mons is itfelf a guarantee for their doing nothing 
that may endanger the honour or fafety of the 
State. The electors there are few ; the members are 
the reprefentatives of property, and not of num- 
bers. They are ele&ed for feven years, and not for 
two. They are independent of the mob — a much 
better fecurity for the State, than their being inde- 
pendent of thofe who lit at the helm of affairs. 
There is not, I am perfuaded, a man in that Houfe, 
who could, under any circum fiances, bring himfelf 
to avow openly, that "he adored the voice of the 
" people," as Mr. Giles did in the debate on the call 
for papers. There is not the moft diftant refemblance 
between the Houfe of Commons and the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives ; and therefore the citing of prece- 
dents from the records of each other muft be totally 
inadmiflible.. In one particular, however, I am will- 
ing t6 allow that the Houfe of Reprefentatives would 
do well in imitating the HtfLfe of Commons ; and 
here I believe I (hall be feconded by every honeft 
man in the Union ; I mean in making provilion for 
carrying the prefent treaty into effect. 

In the Philadelphia Gazette of laft year I find the 
following woj-ds made ufe of by Mr. Giles in the 
debate on the allowances to members of Congrcfs : 
" Mr. Giles faid, there was a country from which 
" America had copied a great deal too much. The 
. cc members of the Britiih Houfe of Commons re- 
" ceived no wages, while the officers of State had 
€t immenfe falaries. It was, however, underftaod t 
" that the Britifh Houfe of Commons were very 

« W eU 
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" well paid. Mr. Giles did not wifh to tetftenei 
• c of that kind in this country' 9 

Now, would it, 1 wonder, be permitted me to afk 
this talkative Gentleman, what he meant by 
" fcencs }" If this were permitted* I would go on, 
and afk him what he meant by copying too much from 
Great Britain ? If he himfelf be a copy of fome 
original from that country, which I believe to be 
the cafe, in this inftance I ftiall not contend that 
we have not copied too much ; but as to wages to 
members of Congrefs, I think we have not copied 
quite enough, witnefsa ieflion fpun out to the month 
of May, and nothing done. Again, I would alk 
him, how he came to wider/land, that the members 
of the Britifh Houfe of Commons were very well 
faidy or, in other words, corrupted by the King? He 
knows how feverely I could retort upon him here; 
how I could dare him to a comparifon ; but I for- 
bear, and return to the fentence of this extra6l which 
lb immediately applies to the fubjedi: before us. 

It is well known that the members of the Houfe 
of Commons receive no ftipend for their fervices in 
that capacity ; therefore, when the propofal before 
the Houfe was to djaw money out of the pockets of 
the people to pay Mr. Giles and his colleagues, fuch 
a ftipend, he thought America fhould not copy from 
Great Britain. Imitating the Houfe of Commons 
in this inftance, would have deprived the Gentleman 
of what he probably " adored 9 as much as he does 
€C the voice of the people/' and, perhaps, a great 
deal more. The Houfe of Commons was therefore 
thrown afide as totally unworthy of imitation ; but 
when fomething from the records of that Houfe 
feemed to flrengthen the arguments of Mr. Giles 
forfetting afide the treaty, then it was not wrong to 
copy from it : it was to be imitated as theonly model ; 
as the only aflembly in the world, that was the true 
repofitory of the liberties of the people. — Thefe pal- 
2 pable 
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pable inconfiftencies I leave Mr. Giles to reconcile, 
which I make no doubt he will be able to do, to the 
entire fatisfatfion of his confiituents. 

I (hall now diftnifs this refolution of Citizen Blount, 
with obferving, that if no treaty, containing ftipula- 
iions on commerce 9 is finally ratified till fan6tioned by 
a vote of the Houfe of Reprefentatires, no treaty 
formed by the prefent Government is yet valid ^ for 
though that with Spain, forinftance, has been fanc- 
tioned by the Houfe, fuch fandHon was not obtained 
prior to the ratification by the King of Spain. The 
ratification which that King now pofleffes is not 
valid, and therefore the treaty is not. This is clear 
aud fair reafoning, and I defy even patriot Madifon, 
with his five conftrudtions, to oppofe it withfuccefs. 
Is it afferted that the ratification now in the hands 
of the Court of Spain is binding on the United 
States } So, then, is the ratification now in the hands 
of his Brii annic Majefty ; for they have both emanated 
from exa&ly the fame powers. If the ratification 
exchanged svith Great Britain be not final, be not 
obligatory, neither is that exchanged with Spain ; 
the Kings of both nations have been duped ; they 
have exchanged obligatory ratifications for fuch as 
were not obligatory, and, of courfe, both the trea- 
ties become null and void : nor fhould I fcruple, 
were I the Miniker of either of thofe Princes, to 
advife an infraction of either treaty, when circum- 
stances might render it convenient ; fully confident 
that this refolution of the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
would juftify the proceeding. 

Refolution for fitting afide the Britifh Treaty. 
.April i^th. 

Mr. Hillhouse (from Connecticut) having 

t brought forward a refolution for paffing the laws nq- 

*itjeflary to carry the treaty into cffe<St, Mr. Maclay 

vol. in, z fpQK? 
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fpoke againft it, and concluded his fpecch with the 
following preamble and refolution : 

44 The Houfe having taken into confideration the 
" treaty of' amity, commerce, and navigation, be- 
" tween the United States and Great Britain, com- 
" municated by the Prefldent in his meflage of the 
• c firft day of March laft, are of opinion, that it is, 
" in many refpedis, highly injurious to the interefts 
" of the United States; yet, were they pojjejfed of 
44 any informal ion which could jujlify the great facrifices 
" contained in the treaty, their fincere defire to 
€€ cherifh harmoriy and amicable intercourfe with 
" all nations, and their earned with to co-operate 
44 in haftcning to a final adjuftment of the differ* 
44 ences fubfifting between the United States and 
44 Great Britain, might have induced them to wave 
44 their objc&ions to the treaty ; but, when they con» 
44 template the conduft of Great Britain in perfevering^ 
€i Jince the treaty was figncd, in the imprejfment of 
44 American feamen and thefeizure of American vejjels 
4 4 (laden with provifionsj, contrary to the /acred rights 
" of neutral nations ; whether this be viewed as the 
" conftruftion meant to be given to any articles in 
44 the treaty, or as contrary to and an infra&ion of 
44 the true meaning and fpirit thereof, the Houfe 
" cannot but regard it as incumbent on them, in 
44 fidelity to the truft repofed in them, to forbear, 
44 under fuch circumftances, taking at prefent any 
44 adlive meafures on the fubjeil : therefore, Rcfolved % 
44 that under the circuwfiances afore/aid, and with fuch 
4 4 information as the Houfe pojfefs, it is not expedient , 
44 at this time, to concur in pafjing the laws necejfary 
44 for carrying the /aid treaty into effect." 

Remarks. — The preamble to this refolution holds 
out as an excufe Tor withholding the fupplies, that 
the Houfe is not inpojfejfion of any information to jujlify ' 
the great facrifices contained in the treaty. What in-, 
formation could ppflibly render thofe facrifices lefs 

than 
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than they are ? How could the communication of the 
correfpondence between the Prefident and Mr. Jay 
alter the nature of facrifices contained in the treaty 
itfelf ? If an infra&ion of this treaty fhould take 
place on the part of Great Britain, to what fhould 
we appeal ? To the treaty itfelf, and not to the 
notes and donverfations employed in the negotiation. 
The inftrument itfelf is good or bad, and contains 
in itfelf full proofs of either ; and if the Houfe have 
a right to decide on its merits, why not do it boldly ? 
why not fcorn this miferable fubterfuge ? 

" But," fays the preamble, " when they contem- 
u plate the conduct of Great Britain fince the treaty 
" was figned, &c." Now, allowing all the falfe- 
hoods which have been circulated concerning im- 
preffments and feizures, to be undeniable truths, 
and that they are all contrary to the rights of neu- 
tral nations, what have they to do with laws necef- 
fary to carry the treaty into effedt, or how can the 
papers of negotiation render them more or lefs in- 
jurious ? If they are contrary to the rights of neu- 
tral nations or to the letter of the treaty, no papers 
whatever can juftify them ; if they are not, no papers 
can render them unjufiifiable. 

One fentence in this preamble is Angularly unfor- 
tunate : " Jince the treaty vtasjigned" Obferve here 
well, that an objection to giving the treaty its final 
ratification is founded on fomething that Great Bri- 
tain has done as an infraction of it. The Gentlemen 
have fairly tumbled into their own pit. According 
to the refolution of Mr. Blount, now on the journals 
of the Houfe, the treaty is not a law of this land ; it 
is not in force ; it is not yet a treaty, and confequent- 
ly the Britifh can be guilty of no infra&ion. Do the 
Oppofition wifh that this inftrument fhould be obli- 
gatory on Great Britain, from the moment of the 
figning of the ratifications as they now ftand, and 
that it fhould^ not even yet be obligatory on thefe 
* " . % 2 States? 
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States? They may, probably, find powers to treat 
with them on this tooting ; a King of -fcalpers, the 
five Kings of France (barber Tom and his com- 
rades four x , or a degenerate fcionof the flump of the 
Bourbons, may, perhaps, do it; but the King of 
Great Britain never will. 

After thefe remarks on this hypocritical and abfurd 
preamble, I fhall endeavour to point out the fatal 
confequences that the adoption of therefolution muft 
be attended with, taking previoufly a view of the 
caufes which have led tothe prefent oppofition. If, 
in doing this, I make ufe of an undifguifed lan- 
guage, which, notwithftanding the boafted liberty 
of the prefs, is little cuftomary in thefe States, I hope 
my liege lords, the fovereign citizens, will not take 
offence, as I declare upon my honour, that my mo- 
tive, and my only motive, is, to perfuade them to 
live in peace with the only power on earth that is 
capable of doing them ^n injury in war. 

Among the caufes of the oppoiition to the treaty, 
the ftipulation for an honourable difchai^e of the 
debts due from the fouthern States (Virginia in par- 
ticular) to the merchants of Great Britain certainly 
claims the firft place. Thefe debts, due before the 
American war, were, according to the treaty of 
peace, to be honourably difcharged ; or, at leaft, no 
law was to be pafled, or to remain in force, which 
might operate as an impediment to their recovery. 
Here is the article of the treaty : " Art. IV. It is 
" agreed, that creditors on either fi&e Jhall meet with 
gi no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full 
" value, in ilerling money, of all bona fide debts 
" heretofore contracted." 

Notwithflanding this, in defiance of the General 
Government, and regardlefs of the national faith, 
thusfolemnly pledged, the State of Virginia in par- 
ticular has enadled, or kept in force, fuch laws as 
are an impediment to the recovery of thefe debts. In 

confequencc 
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fconfequence of this violation of the treaty of peace, 
and as a protection due from Great Britain to her 
merchants, (he kept poffeflion of the weftern pofts, 
in order to oblige the United States to a fulfilment 
of their engagements. The debtor State or States 
have continued their diflionourable laws in force to 
this day ; and for this reafon it is, that to this day 
Great Britain keeps the forts in her poffeflion* 

When a new treaty between the two nations was 
to be made, the relinquifhment of the pofts was the 
firft objedl on the part of Great Britain* and accord- 
ingly the treaty fets out with a ftipulation for- their 
being given up. on the \Ji day of June 1796, five 
weeks from this day. But on the other hand, the 
United States ftipulate to pay, or caufeto be paid, 
the above-mentioned debts, the recovery of which 
has been hitherto unjuftly impeded, by ads which 
the Virginians have the impudence to dignify with 
the name of laws. 

It was not to be fuppofed that Virginia would riot 
oppofe this arrangement. Both her Senators flepped 
forward againft the treaty. One of them, Mr. Ma(on, 
divulged its contents prematurely. It was printed 
without the permiffion 06 the executive power ; 
agents were difpatched with-it to every part of the 
Union, with inftrudlions to mifreprefent its meanings 
jwid to fiir up fiich an oppolition as might deter the 
President from a ratification, The following adver- 
tisement will fully fhow the temper of that State at 
the time, 

u Richmond (Capital of Virginia). 
" Notice is hereby given , 

" That ir* cafe the treaty entered into by that d — d 
" arch traitor J— ? n J — y with the Britijh Tyrant 
*' fhould be ratified, a petition will be prefented tp 
** the next general Affembly of Virginia at their 
f next fcflion, praying that the faid State may re- 
y cedefropi the Unipn, and be left under the govern? 
♦ . .'■ . ^ 3 " ment 



344 POLITICAL CENSOR, No. Ill, 

*< ment and protc&ion of one hundred thoufan<J 
«< free and independent Virginians. 

" P. S. As it is the wifh of the people of the faid 
€t State to enter into a treaty of amity, commerce, and 
" navigation, with any other State or States of the 
" prefent Union, who are averfe to returning again 
€C under the galling yoke of Great Britain, the 
iC Printers of the (at prefent) United States are re* 
" quefted to publifh the above notification." 

41 Richmond^ July 30/A, 1795* 

I muft beg to be excufed for ftepping afide frotn 
my fubjeft a minute, in order to make a few obfer- 
vations of a more general nature, on the conduS of 
this turbulent, and I may fay rebellious State. One 
of her Reprefentatives in Congreft, Mr. Giles, (aid, 
€€ that he hoped Virginia would purfue uniformly 
€€ the line of condu& that had ever marked her po- 
€( litical character. Her conduct, he obferved, had 
€s been uniform from the beginning of the revolu* 
*' tion to the prefent day; uniform and exemplary 
€ * in her obedience to the taws, &c, He prided him- 
" felf in reprefenting fuch a State." About a twen- 
tieth part of fuch a State the Gentleman meant, with- 
out doubt ; that is, if he did not for the moment 
mean to give up his title of" immediate Represent? 
«« ative." » 

Indeed, as Mr. Giles obferved, the conduct of his 
State has been uniform, if a continual difaffe£Hon 
to the Government of the United States, fometimes 
concealed under the mafk of hypocrify and' bafe 
crawling flattery, and fometimes breaking out in 
open oppofition ; if this be a uniform conduct, her 
conduct has been uniform. The reader muft have 
remarked the words " Britifh Tyrant? in the above 
advertifement, and he muft alfo know that to abufe 
and vilify that Monarch is the favourite theme of Vir- 
ginians. Now to give him a pretty correal idea of 
the uniformity of their political condu^ \ fhall hei$ 
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infert an extract from the American Magazine for 
September, 1769 : " We your Majefty's moft loyal \ 
" dutiful, and affeflionatefubjefts, of your Majefty's 
"ancient colony of Virginia, beg leave in the 
" humbleft manner to aflure your Majefiy, that your 
" faithful fubje&s of this colony, ever diftinguifhed 
u by their loyalty, and firm attachment to your 
" Majefty and your royal anceftors, &c. &c. We 
" are ready tofacrifice our lives and for tunes in defence 
" of your Majefty 1 'sfacred perfon and Government. 
cc « It is with the deepeft concern and moft heart- felt 
" g rie f ^at your Majefty's dutiful fubjefts of this 
ss coloqy find that their loyalty hath been traduced, 
" and that thofe meafures which a juft regard for 
" the J^ritijh Conftitution (dearer to them than life) 
$t made neceflary duties, have been mifreprefented 
*' as rebellious attacks on your Majefty's Govern- 
** ment,-*-After expreffingour confidence in your 
" royal wifdom and goodnefs, permit us to aflure 
" your Majefty, that the moft fervent prayers of 
" your people of this colony are daily addreffed to the 
" Almighty, that your Majefty's reign may be long 
". and profperous over Great Britain and all your 
" dominions ; and that, after death, your Majefty 
*f may tafte the fulled fruition of eternal blifs, and 
" that a cjefcendapt of your illuftrious Hoqfe may 
• c f reign over the extended Britifti empire until time 
" Jhall be no more' 9 — Amen ! 
. The man vthofejacred perfon they were ready to 
facrifice life and fortune in defence of, is now called 
the "Britijh Tyrant;" and " the Britijh Conjlitution, 
** dearer to them than life," is now " the galling 
" yoke of Great Britain F Poor bankrupt devils ! the 
King of Great Britain flands in no need of their lives 
and fortunes, nor of their prayers daily addreiTed to 
the Almighty. Neither do their curfes affecl him a 
bit more th^n thofe of the French atheifts. I dare 
■(ay, if the truth were known, that he doe$ not think 

z 4 half 
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half fo mufch about the " ancient and dutiful and 
" loyal and pious State of Virginia" as he does about 
the kennel of his flag-hounds. 

Another trait of the uniformity of. conduct in this 
State is exhibited in her behaviour to the Prefident 
of the United States. After his election, he received 
the firft addrefs from the Virginians. I can fay no- 
thing better nor worfe of this addrefs, than that it 
was full as dutiful, affe&iQnate, and Jincerej as the 
addrefs to the King. Let any man cotiipare that ad- 
drefs with the infults that this infolent State, and her 
members in Congrefs, have heaped on the Prefident 
during the laft nine months, and then doubt of the 
uniformity of the condudl of Virginia if he can. 

But Mr. Giles fays, " Virginia has bcten uniform 
" and exemplary in her obedience to the laws" I 
jfhall mention but two inftances of this. The firft' 
is, her having abfolutely difobeyed the treaty of 
peace, by making, or keeping iti force, a&s which 
have hitherto prevented the fulfilment of that tireaty, 
^nd which had nearly pi urtged the Union into a war. 
The fccond inftance is, her having attempted, during 
this very fefliori of Congrefs, to ratfe up in oppofi- 
tion to the Government in every State in the Union, 
and even to deftroy the Conflitution. If thefe in- 
flances of her " obedience to the laws* wete not fuf- 
ficient, one might add her inftrufliorts to all her Re- 
prefentatives to oppofe the execution of the Britifli 
treaty, " a fupreme law of the land," Such are the 
proofs which Mr. Giles might have cited of her 
*' uniform and exemplary obedience to the laws." 

Mr. Giles may " pride himfelf in being a Repre- 
" fentative from fuch a State ;" but I believe that 
few men who do riot adore " the voice of the 
" people/* will envy him his poft. 

Who did not expert that every member from thifif 
State would do his utmoft to fet the treaty afide ? 
The final determination of the Houjfe of Reptfefeat- 

ativesi 
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atives is not yet known ; but I do not fcruplc to 
.declare all thofe enemies of the treaty, who voted in 
favour of Mr. Blount's refolution ; and it is well 
kn'own that every member from Virginia is included 
an \ v hat number. Had the treaty been oppofed from 
any other motive than the one I contend for, furely 
out of eighteen members, fome one would have been 
found not included in the Oppofition. 

If there are any particular members among thofe 
now leagued againfttheConilitution, who claim the 
guilty pre-eminence, it muft be thofe who are actu- 
ated by this felfifli, this difgraceful motive. It is a 
truth, and a truth that will be a lafting ftigma on 
the Amerrcan character, that if this treaty b^ ren- 
dered null, it will be for no other reafon than be- 
caufe it engages for a difchargc ofjujt debts, on the part 
of American*. 

I am far from wi&ing to infinuate, that there are 
no honourable exceptions to be found among the 
people of Virginia; a recent attempt in their legis- 
lature to fubjeifc lands to feizure for the payment of 
debts, is a full proof that fuch exceptions do exift: 
but in fpeaking <)f a State, we muft fpeak of it as 
one ; our opinions muft be founded on the meafures 
it adopts, whether fuch meafures may be the effect 
of the unanimous voice of the people, or not. In 
like manner foreign nations muft judge of the United 
States. If they fail in the fulfilment of their en- 
gagements, if the fwipdling propofitions for annul- 
ling the treaty fhould finally fucceed, foreign na- 
tions will pronounce on the meafure itfelf, without 
paying any attention t<y our internal difputes and 
divifions. The minority will be lumped with the 
majority ; the everlafting ftain will imprint itfelf on 
the whole American people, not excepting the hi- 
therto fpotlefs character of a Washington. 

French influence is another fource of opposition 
to the treaty. Thofe who havoread Mr. Randolph's 

Vindication, 
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Vindication, as it was ironically called, have feen 
how narrowly the Prefident efcaped from the plots 
of that Gentleman ; what overtures were made to 
the French Minifterfor " fome thoufands of dollars/* 
They will fee how that " pretended patriot'* laboured 
to protract the ratification ; how well his plans were 
laid for embroiling this country with Great Britain, 
and how all his meafures were taken for fubjefting 
the Government of this country to France. I do 
not fay that any of the members who now oppofe 
the Government and the treaty, are abfolutely in the 
pay of the five Kings ; but after reviewing the infi- 
dious conduct of the Secretary of State, after having 
duly confidered the rank of the perfons on whofe 
behalf, as well as his own, certain overtures were 
made ; after having feen fome of the men now in 
Congrefs, particularly an inconfi/lent leader^ named 
as a confidential friend of Citizen Fauchet f I muft 
be excufed if I have my doubts. Doubts I fhall 
have till I fee thofe who now oppofe the treaty, ceafe 
their culogiums, their fulfome and naufeous eulo- 
giums of a people, who, in their prefent ftate, are 
not entitled even to pity. 

What influence the French have had among the 
multitude will appear from two circumftances (I 
could mention a thoufand) frelh in every one's mind. 
At the town-meeting at New- York, called to con* 
demn the treaty, the people marched under the ban- 
ners of France and America. Thefe flags were 
carried at the head of the vile and infolent proceflion 
that proceeded to the Governor's houfe, and there 
burnt the treaty. The other fadl is of ftill more re- 
cent date, and ftill more ftriking. The petir 
tion, faid to be figned by fifteen hundred citizens 
of Philadelphia, againft the treaty, and now 
before the Houfe, was carried round for fignature 
by a Frenchman. The chairman of the meeting was 
$lfo a Frenchman ; nor am I fure that it was not ori- 
ginally 
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ginally drawn up in the French language. I wonder 
what the people of England, or, indeed, of any in- 
dependent nation, would fay to a foreigner, who 
fhould carry round for their fignature a petition 
againft the execution of a " law of the land ;" a 
folemn contract entered into between them and an- 
other nation ? There is a certain point of debafe- 
ment, below which no nation cap fink : whether 
this be that point, or not, I will not at prefent take 
upon me to fay : God only knows what he has yet 
in referve for us. 

I am aware, it, will be faid here, that, though 
the chairman, under whofe authority and direction 
this petition was drawn up, was a Frenchman, yet it 
was prefented to the Houfe by an Englijhman^ or, to 
fpeak more corredlly, an homuncio, born in Eng- 
land. But let it be recolledled that this homuncio 
has, fince the beginning of the prefefft war, been 
a moft defperate fupporter of the t caufe of the 
French ; that he trades to France, and to France 
principally, and that the whole of his political ca- 
reer juftifies the name of Englijh Jacobin. 

The reader, from what has been faid of this dimi- 
nutive mortal, will at once perceive that I am fpeak- 
ingof Mr. Swamvick, one of the auguft Reprefenta r 
tives of the city of Philadelphia. I have been told 
that this gentleman has taken upon him to pronounce 
me a hired Englijh Jcribbler. J will not tell this omic- 
ciuolo (for the Italian diminutive fuits him beft on 
every account) what I am ; but I will tell him what I 
am not. I am not defcended from the dregs of the 
King of Great Britain's Cuftom-houfe; I was never 
fed from the fcraps of his Majefty's bounty, collected 
by an honeft ipy, called a Tide-waiter. I never 
fnapped at the hand that gave me bread, and nou- 
rifled the flreams from which I drew my life. I 
A rathe bafe and cringing flatterer of no man, much 
Jefs of the men I defpife. I never wrote to England 
4 aq 
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an enumeration of my titles, outnumbering thofe of 
a Spanifh Hidalgo, and concluding with, " the Pre- 
" lident of the Emigration Society, Treafurer of the 
" Dancing Affembly, and Truftee of the Young 
" Ladies School." At the age of thirty-eight, m 
the prime of life, I never decorated my bed-cham- 
ber with lafcivious pictures, Leda and her Swan, and 
fuch-like ftimulufes. One who is obliged to have 
recourfe to thefe miferable ihifts is unworthy even of 
the name omicciuolo. 

After having thus candidly given an account of 
myfelf, let me afk you, Mr. Swamvick, a queftion 
or two. How came you to imagine yourfelf bleffed 
with the aura divina ? How came you to imagine that 
the Mufes, who arc of the female fex, had ever caft a 
favourable eye on you ? Befides, if you muft com-? 
mit your miferable doggrel to paper, why fend it ta 
England for impreffion ? Why take fuch incredible 
pains to enfure its appearance in an Englifh Maga- 
zine ? Why did you not fend it to your new coun-* 
try France ? Can it be poffible that you yet wifti to 
fhine among the countrymen of your anceftors ? I 
will wear the fhine off you, as fure as you and I live. 
As to the piece I here allude to, I have not room at 
prefent to lay it before my readers; but I will juft 
afk, how you came to difcover that earth is to be* 
come the prototype of heaven — 

" So (hall the year to harmony be given, 
*' And earth be found the prototype of heaven." 

Let the year be given to harmony as much as you 
pleafe, fet all your veftals to chanting, and rock us 
\o fleep with your own canzones, yet I prcfume it will 
never be found that earth is the prototype of heaven ; 
the prototype of fomething that exifted before it, and 
which it is to refemble. As foon as there is a vacancy 
in your young Ladies academy, I advife you to fill 
\t yourfelf, and to let poetry and politics alone. • 
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It is ju ft matter of furprife that this Gentleman 
fhould be ele6ted the Reprefentative of fuch a city 
as Philadelphia, The arts by which his ele&ion 
•was brought about I referve as the fubjedt of an ar- 
ticle in a future Cenfor. I have heard of a fturdy 
young Lord in England, who got himfelf ele&ed 
through the intereft of the wives and daughters of 
his conftituents ; Mr. Swanwick will never be fuf- 
pe&ed of this kind of corruption ; but whether he 
ought to be fufpe6\/ed of no other kind, is more than 
I will pretend to determine. Grog is cheap, and its 
influence is mighty. 

After this long and rambling digreffion, I return 
to the fubje6t of French influence ; and I am per- 
fuaded that the reader muft agree with me, that, after 
the Virginia debts, it has been the principal caufe of 
©ppofition to the Britilh treaty. 

However, it muft be confefled that thefe caufes, 
powerful as they have been, would have produced 
but a partial effeft, had they not been aided by the 
delufion of the great body of the people with refpeft 
to the fituation of Great Britain. The rancour they 
entertained againft that nation laid them open to the 
falfehoods which the friends of France, among whom 
we may reckon nearly all the news-printers, fo in- 
duftrioufly fpread through the country. A hundred 
times Great Britain has been reprefented as on the 
brink of ruin. The Editor of the Philadelphia Ga- 
zette opened the new year, 1795, with congratulat- 
ing his cuftomers on the liability and vigour of the 
Federal Government, while that of Great Britain 
was juft crumbling to pieces. In the fame paper, he 
called the ifland of Britain " an hifular Bqftik" — 
When intelligence was received of the progrefs the 
French were making in Holland, the papers an- 
nounced it as an event that muft ncceflarily be the 
immediate caufe of the total overthrow of the Britifh. 
nation. " The taking of Amfterdam/' laid the pa- 
pers, 
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pers, " is the laft blow to the power of Britain/ 1 
Bets were laid that Great Britain would become an 
appendage of the French Republic ; and more than 
once were we informed by the public papers, that 
the tri-coloured flag was flying on St. James's 
palace. 

Grpfs as thcfe irnpofitions were, they were greedily 
fwallowed by the people, nine tenths of whom be- 
lieved every aflertion of the kind that was made. 
Men are apt to believe what they wifti ; it is hard to 
convince them, that thofe whom they hate are ob- 
jects of envy and refpedt. Such was the general 
opinion of the diftreffes and weaknefs of Great Bri- 
iain, and fuch the perfuafion that her fituation would 
oblige her to yield to any thing that Mr. Jay fhould 
didtate, that when intelligence was received of the 
conclufion of the treaty, Pichegru was toafted as the 
negotiator. 

A circumflance like this, though defpicable in it- 
felf, proves that an. opinion was entertained that his 
Britannic Majefty had been forced by the fuccefles of 
the French, to accept of fuch terms as Mr. Jay chofe 
to offer ; and, of courfe, a treaty was expected, at 
once humiliating to Great Britain, and honourable 
as well as advantageous to the United States. No- 
thing equal to thefe lofty expectations was to be found 
in the treaty. It was a difappointment ; and difap- 
pointmeht ever difpofes men to difcontent. In vain 
were the people told that they had been deceived 
with refpedt to the ftate of Great Britain : in vain 
was it hinted to them, that fhe would finally be fuc- 
cefsful in the war : their hatred and the continued 
chain of falfehood running through the public papers, 
had rendered them deaf to the voice of reafon and of 
truth. The fouthern debtors and French emifia- 
ries took advantage of this prevalent delufion, and 
tbe oppofition became almoft univerfal. 

There were not wanting men of talents . to add 

fuel 
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fuel to the flame ; nor were there wanting others, 
a&uated by a fincere love of their country* who en- 
deavoured to counteract fuch baleful efforts. It is 
certainly owing to the writings of thefe Gentlemen, 
that the people have latterly begun to form a right 
judgment of this important treaty, and to rally roiUid 
that Government on which their very exiftepce as an 
independent nation depends. The Judges too, in 
the middle and northern States, have exerted a laud- 
able zeal ; fome of the public papers have flood 
forth in the caufe of order and truth ; and there 
is not the leafl: doubt that the treaty would have met 
with no oppofition in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
had not the members been chofen while the public 
mind was at the height of its fermentation. This 
was unfortunately the cafe ; treaty and no treaty, were 
the fignals at the elections ; and as the oppofers were 
the moft numerous, fo are the members of the Op- 
pofition. 

Thus is this oppofition bottomed on difhvnefty, 
corruption, or ignorance, and probably on all three 
together. That it may be frustrated, is my fincere 
wilh ; and that it will, I have not the leaft doubt. I 
cannot bring myfelf to imagine that the people of 
this country will tamely fuffer themfelves to be hurled 
from the pinnacle of national profperity, into the 
horrid abyfs of foreign and civil war, of anarchy, 
requifitions, and maflacre, by a band of interefled 
and defperate leaders, who have nothing to lofe but 
the pofls which their too credulous conftituents have 
beftowed on them. I have not the leaft doubt that 
the nefarious confpiration will -be finally rendered 
abortive, and that the French gold, now in circula- 
tion, will be as ineffectual as that formerly diftfibuted 
among the " pretended patriots of America ;*' but 
while thefe is a poffibility of the contrary, the atten^ 
tion of the people ought to be directed to the dan- 
gers that await them. 

I fhall 
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I ihall point out thefe dangers as they prefent them- 
felves to me : if the reader fliould think them ima- 
ginary, he may do well to treat them like other ef- 
forts of imagination ; but if he has the leaft reafon 
to think them real, it is certainly his dqty to en- 
deavour to avert them by every exertion in his 
power* 

The firft thing that prefents itfelf among the con- 
fequences of annulling the treaty is, the detention 
of the weftern pofts by the Britifh. The not pof- 
feffing of thefe pofts has latterly coft the people of 
this country about a million of dollars annually, be- 
sides the lofs of lives, befides defeats and continual 
difcontents. Thepofleffion of them muft then be a 
defirable objeft. But, fay the enemies of the treaty, 
they ought to have been given up long ago, uncon- 
ditionally. I have proved the contrary, and I could 
repeat my proofs, but this is now totally out of the 
queftion : we know they were not given up, thajt 
they are not yet given up, and we may be aflured 
that they will not be given up, unlefs the prefent 
treaty is carried into effedt. 

But it is faid that the Britifh are bound by the 
treaty to give up the pofts on the firft of June, and 
that they ought to fulfil this part of their engage- 
ments without paying any attention to what is doing 
in Congrefs ; that they have no bufinefs with our in- 
ternal difputes, the treaty being the only rule for 
their condudt ; and, with this do6lrine in h^nd, it is 
fuppofed that fome members of the Houfe of Re- 
presentatives mean to delay their decifion on the fub- 
jedl till after the firft of June ; and if the pofts are 
not evacuated at that time, to accufe the Britifh of 
annulling the .treaty. To this I anfwer, that I am 
fully perfuaded that the Governor of Canada will 
retain the pofts, till the treaty has been fan&ioned 
by an appropriation law ; and that I am fully con- 
vinced he would be juftiiied in fo doing. This 

nation 
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nation formed a certain Constitution, 'or manner of 
government, which they promulgated to the world ; 
in this Conftitution it is faid, that treaties, made 
and ratified by the Prefidept and Senate, Jhall be 
fupreme laws of the laud. Perfuaded that the nation 
would abide by this its folemn declaration, feveral 
powers made treaties witl^ the Prefident and Senate, 
and among others, Great Britain; but before the 
time for fulfilling a certain flipulation in the treaty 
with Great Britain is arrived, it becomes matter of 
doubt, whether this treaty be valid or not ; or rather, 
one branch of the American Government declares 
it invalid, by a refolution entered on its jour- 
nals. Under fuch circumflances, will common 
reafon or common fenfe deny, that the Britifli 
would be justifiable in refufing to fulfil their part 
of the imputations ? 

I have faid, that Mr. Blount's refolution declares 
the treaty invalid. The word invalid is not made 
ufe of, but we (hall foon fee that the refolution goes 
to the full length. The Houfe, by adopting it, 
have formally and explicitly declared, that a treaty 
including commercial regulations, is apt binding 
on the United States, till fan&ioned by the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives. The prefent treaty includes 
commercial regulations, and therefore is not binding 
on the United States. The Houfe have alfo declared 
in this refolution, that treaties including commercial 
regulations require the fan&ion of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives before they can be effe$ual ; or, in 
other words, that the ratification of the Prefident 
and Senate \& t no$ fufficient to give fuch treaties their 
full and entire effeSt. The prefent treaty was, then, 
concluded and ratified by perfons not fully em- 
powered fo to do. 

Now, the jfaft principles, touching treaties sue; 
that, to be vali^ the garti& myfi have full power 
to conclude, raf$,/aw cttny too effe&$ and that 

VOL. III. A A thf 
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wonder where the fiupid porter was, that this ill- 
looking fellow got up flairs. 

Mr. Gallatin (refifting). But, me Lort, hear me 
von vort. Though I vas porn Citizen Genevefe, I 
am now Citizen American* ; ant 1 am fended to 
you's King py me Sovereigns, to make a treaty vit 
him. Here, me Lort, are me credentials (pulling 
out papers). 

Lord Grerrville. But, Sir, previous to examining 
your papers, may I beg to be informed, how it comes 
to pais, that the Americans ihould choofe for the 
Representative of their nation, or for a Representa- 
tive of any kind, a foreigner, and a foreigner too 
whofe looks are not calculated to produce a prepof- 
feflion in his favour ? 

Mr. Gallatin. Bella di fuori, e dentro ha la 
taagagna. 

Lord Grenvilk. A proverb ill applied, Sir ; for 
I believe that your inlide is as bad as your outlide. 
I do not believe that that infurre&ion face of yours 
belies your heart. 

Mr. Gallatin. Infurre&ion ! me Lort ! vy it is 
de very firft article in de Rights of Man. I have 
made von infurreclion in de mountains of Pennfyl- 
vene, dat is vy I am Reprefentative. 

Lord Grenville. Upon my word it is a curious 
qualification. But let me caution you, Sir, unlets 
you have a mind to take a trip to Botany Bay, not to 

* Mr. Gallatin has, I am told, founded a new town tn the Whilkjr 
country, which he has named New Geneva. A fellow tranfport* 
ed, fome years ago, to a certain State not far from the Potomac^ 
chriftened his cabin, New Newgate. It was* I prefume, in imita- 
tion of this worthy emigrant, that our Italian gave the name of his 
little native municipal jail to an American town. I would advife 
him to fuffer none but imported Savoyards (in French fynony* 
mous with cbimney-fweeps) to fettle in it ; and, then, as- the fay- 
ing is, he will have a little hell of bis own. 

i attempt 
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attempt to exercife this article of y&Of declaration 
q{ rights in this country. Your papers, Sir, if you 
pleafe. 

Mr. Gtllatin. Dere de are, me Lort, in de veri^ 
table revolutionary ftyle. 

Lord Grenville (reading).-?^-*-,." produced great 
*' difoutes and divifions— p— has been declared in- 

* € valid will not grant the lhins — into effedl — 

" changed the Cotiftitutidn— • — hopes that the mag- 

** nanimity of his Majefty wifh to preferve 

*■* peace and good underflanding." 

Mr. Gallatin. Yes, me Lort, vfce Tifhes to lif ia 
de peas and goot undemanding. 

Lord Grenville. And fo, Sir, you have changed 
your Conftitution, and this id to render the treaty in- 
valid on your part, but not on ours, What fort of 
work is this ? 

Mr. Gallatin. Vee CitiMns call dis " political 
*' fm" me Lort. 

Lord Grenville. It is a fin, I believe, my friend, 
you will have to expiate youftelves. Our auguft 
Monarch will, undoubtedly, tnank you for the high 
opinion you entertain of his magnanimity ; but I 
am afraid you deceive yoqrfelves, if you imagine he 
Will live in peace and good underftanding with you 
Upon your terms. As to a new treaty, we can make 
pone with yoq ; for, as a change in your Conftitution 
has rendered one invalid, another change may ren- 
der another invalid ; and fo, Sif* I heartily wifh you 
* fafe return over the Atlatatic. 

Mr. Qallatin. But, me Lort, hear me von oder 
Tort. 

fjord QrenviUe. Not one, upon my honour; J 
have he^rd you to<* long already. Befides, we are 
bufy here fettling the affairs of your friends the 
French. After that's done you may hear from us.— ^ 
Xqoi, conduct the Citizen into the ftreet. 

Lord GrttrvUlc (film). Gu* i< be pbffibte that tbe 
A k 3 Americans 



358 POLITICAL CENSOR, No. III. 

Americans are fo poor in talents, fo debafed in prin- 
ciple, as to intruft their public affairs to an European 
adventurer, the leader of an infurredlion ? Can thefe 
people be fo degenerated ? I blufh to think them the 
offspring of Britons. Bleiled for ever be the laws 
of Old England, that exclude all foreigners from 
public offices. Thefe wretches are now tearing the 
Government of America to pieces, as the fubtle and 
intriguing Necker did that of France. They join 
themfelves to the reftlefe rabble of every country, 
flatter their paffions and prejudices, make war upon 
the rich, divide the fpoil, and then retire to their 
own country to devour it. 

I do not pretend to fay, that the interview would 
be condu6ted exadlly thus ; but I am certain as to 
its refult. I am certain that every offer to treat 
would be rejected with difdain. War then muft be 
reforted to; not that war is the neceffary confe- 
quence of the violation of a treaty ; but with the 
accumulated load of griefs and intuits on both fides, 
and the irreconcilable hatred exi fling in this coun- 
try againft Great Britain, it is morally impoflible to 
preferve peace. 

The Prefidept and Senate are oppofed to war ; 
they know well its confequences to this country ; 
•but who can tell what the Prefident of next year 
may be ? Can any man poflibly hope, that General 
Wafhington will fuffer himfelf to be degraded by 
remaining the pageant, the mere tool of a faithless 
and profligate fa&ion ? The reputation he has gain- 
ed it is not in the power of hell to wrefi from him; 
hitherto he has beep fuffered to keep in the path of 
honour; but one fingle flep in the direction he is 
now required to tread, and his renown is blafted for 
ever. No ; if this treaty does not go into effedl, it 
cannot be expedled, it cannot be hoped, that lje 
will again accept the poft of Prefident. Nor will 
any other man accept of it;, who is attached to the 

prefent 
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prefent Conftitution. Some more pliant mortal mud 
then be found ; fome profiituted friend of France, 
ready to facrifice the interefts of this country to the 
wild and bloody principles of the Convention, With 
fuch a Prefident, and with fuch a majority in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, war with Britain would 
be inevitable. 

War is at all times and to all countries dreadful 
in its effe&s, but to no country and at no time was 
it ever fo dreadful as it would now be to America." 
This is not a warlike nation, nor has this nation a 
warlike Government. In a war with any nation 
whatever, this country can gain nothing, and iii a 
war with Great Britain it has every thing to lofe. 

When aflertions like thefe are advanced, the ad- 
vocates for war turn, with imaginary triumph, to the 
refulf of the laft war. They tell us, that America 
was vi&orious, and that the country is now much 
more populous and rich than it was then. 

In the firft place, what did this country gain by 
the laft war ? If independence was a gain (for at 
prefent that is very problematical), it was the only 
gain. I fhall not dwell on the lojfes. Thofe who have 
had their hopfes burnt about their ears ; thofe w;ho 
have been pillaged, plundered, robbed of their pro- 
perty ; thofe who are now fiarving with bundles of 
continental money under their roofs ; thofe who have 
loft their children or their parents, do not need to be 
reminded of the loffes of that war. If independence 
was the only gain of laft war, what is to be the gain 
of another ? The Warriors do not pretend that we 
could go and take Great Britain ; they do not pre- 
tend that we could take Jamaica ; they do not pre- 
tend even that we could take Bermuda. What then 
;can we take ? Why — -Canada. This is the burden 
of their fpng, or rather war-whoop. With this they 
divert the rabble, and fharpen their fangs for war 
gnd conqueft, If you afk them how they would do 
4 a a* 4 ' thfc a 
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this, they tell you that men are not wanting ; that 
four hundred thou/and would turn out volunteers 
again ft Great Britain. I believe twice that number 
wpuld turn put for a field-day, with flicks and 
flaves, aqd return very peaceably home to fupper ; 
tut would they do this two days running ? If I an* 
$o judge from experience, from the infinite difficulty 
the Government had to aflemble fo trifling a force 
as fifteen thoufand men on a recent occafion, I 
Jhould reduce this army of foqr hundred thoufand 
pien to three qt four battalions. I fhall he tolcj that 
the fentiments of the people concerning the excift 
were divided ; and are they unanimous concerning 
the treaty ? I will however fuppofe the people to 
have but one fentiment ; 1 will fuppofe we hundred 
thoufand men ready to fubjnit themfelves to all the 
rigour of military difcipliqe, and all the hardfhips in- 
separable from a#ual fervice ; I will fuppofe them all 
heroes, ready to " feek the bubble repqtation in the 
" cannon's mouth ; ,f and I will fuppofe a Wafhing- 
ton at their head. Yet thele heroes muft eat, an4 
muft have fpme kind of covering too ; and this will 
coft money. In fhort, I have made a little calcula- 
tion of the expenfe of fifty thoufand men, ten armed 
veflels, /<?« galleys, with all the neceflary officers, 
horfes, \vaggons, cannon, &c. &c. &c. and I find 
^he amount to be above twenty millions of dollar* 
annually, a fum three times as great as the pre* 
Jent revenue of the United States. Can any fober 
man look at this, and imagine this country fit to en- 
gage in a war ? There is not money in the treafury 
lufficient to carry on the war ope month. As to loans, 
where are they to be obtained? In France or in 
Holland ? The very mention of thofe countries, on 
iuc h a fubjedi, excite^ laughter. Domeftic loans t 
who will lend a ilxpence ? Taxes ! there will be no- 
thing but hqufes and land to tax. Commerce will 
Ipe no more. The enemy will let nothing out ef 
""•*—■■. 9W 
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our ports, or into them. In a word, it is abfolutely 
impoffible for this country to equip any thing like 
a creditable force, without having recourfe to a 
paper currency and reqmfitions. I care not who dif- 
fers from me in opinion ; this opinion I give as 
my own, and, if war is declared, I fhall fee it 
verified. 

As doing injury to Great Britain is the ftrongeft 
ftimulus to war in this country, I fhall now take a 
wew of the extent of that injury in the prefent in- 
stance. As to the taking of Canada, I do not be* 
lieve it probable. There are men in that country 
as well as in this ; and they are better men, too, if 
we believe thofe debafed wretches, who tell us, that 
one Frenchman is worth three of their own ancef- 
tors. At any rate they are men, they are at home, 
they have eight or nine regular regiments, and a 
train of artillery, fuch as this country will not have 
in fifty years to come, engineers and other expe- 
rienced officers. When the warriors talk about 
taking Canada, they forget that there is any body to 
defend it. To be fure, the poor devils are fuhjetts ; 
but as they might get together twice the number of 
the citizens marched againfl them, there is a poffi- 
^ility at Jeaft that they might lay fomc few of the 
latter dead upon the field. 

By fea, a war with this country would not add a 
dollar to the expenfcs of Great Britain. She is al- 
ready armed, and can very well fpare a flout fqua- 
dron for this coaft. How this fquadron might be em- 
ployed I fhall pot point out ; fuffice it to fay, that, 
if doing injury fhould be the object of the Britifh 
Court, mote could he done to us in one week, than 
we could do to Great Britain in ten years. 

But we fhould flarve their iflands : no fuch thing. 
He who is mailer of the fea, may call himfelf the 
faafter of the land. Thofe who have produce to 

fell, 
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fell, will fell it, in fpite of decrees and ordinances. 
The Britifh would, obtain all they wanted, juft as 
they do now, with this advantage, that they would 
prevent their enemies from doing the fame. The 
more I contemplate this fubjeft, the more I am con- 
vinced that a war with America would be fa- 
vourable to the caufe in which Great Britain is at 
prefent engaged. 

Another reafon for going to war is, we lhould 
injure (always injure) the manufacturers in Greafc 
Britain ; to which I beg may be added, we lhould' 
leave ourfelves naked. This latter may be a defir- 
able obje6t with the fans-culottes, though I lhould 
hardly imagine that Mr. Swanwick would much ap- 
prove of it. People vainly fuppofe that the very ex- 
igence of Great Britain depends on her commerce 
with this country : experience might have taught us 
the contrary : Ihe can do without our trade for a 
dozen years at a time. Nor would fuch a contrac- 
tion of her commerce at the prefent time, and in the 
frefent cafe, caufe any difcontent in that country. — 
Our behaviour would unite the nation, and the 
Englilhman that would not patiently bear a tempo- 
rary inconvenience or diftrefs, that would not even 
fpend his laft fhilling, to enable his King to reveng# 
fuch an abominable trait of perfidy as the annulling 
of this treaty, ought to be flripped to his Ikin, nay 
of his Ikin into the bargain. The fadt is, that, be-^ 
lides wanting the aid of France, this country would 
alfo want the aid of the Englilh in this war ; and 
this would be one of the great differences between 
this war and the laft. Laft war, addrefles to the 
people of England did much 2 fome of thofe who 
came to fight for the King, took very good care to 
fight againft him : foldiers aqd failors came to de- 
fert to their brothers, who were combatting in a 
caufe, which was pretty generally looked upon a3 
4 the 
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the caufe of Britons. Things are now changed. 
Doflor Franklin, were he to rife from the dead, 
would not now be heard at the bar of the Houfe of 
Lords. No Englifh Lord, after the fate of Lord 
Chatham s Jlatue at Charleflon, will ever fake upon 
him the caufe of this country ; unlefs indeed it be 
Earl Stanhope, who wijhes to be hanged *. DoBor 
Prieftley we have the happinefs to have among 
us, and therefore he can do his country no more 
harm. No : if we are to have war, let us come 
forward boldly like republicans, and tell the Britiih 
we abhor and (Jeteft them. No wheedling, no coax- 
ing. Let thofe who have burnt that nation's flag, 
and called for all the thunderbolts in the flores of 
Heaven to be hurled on them, expert from them all 
the mifchief they can poflibly do. 

I know thatfuch language as this is unufual in this 
country. It would be much more pleafing to dwell 
on the power of the United States and the decrepit 
flate of Great Britain ; but I am no candidate for 
popular favour or applaufe. I delight in fpeaking 
hard truths ; and befides, this is not the time for 
jefting or flattery. 

I have hitherto proceeded upon the fuppofition 
that the people of this country would be all united 
in the caufe of the war. But how far would this be 
from the cafe ! Almoft all the rich, almoft all the 
people of property, would be oppofed to it. There 
is another and ftill more dangerous kind of divifion, 
which would finally end in a diflblution of the 
Union : I mean the divifion of the North from the 
South. The enemies of peace, in the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives, are, with two honourable exceptions, 
to be found almoft folely in the fouthern States. Can 

* Such was really the fate of Lord Chatham's ftatue at Charlef- 
ton, in the fpring of 1794. Mx.WlUiam Pitt's effigy was burnt 
in the fame town, and on the fame day. 

it 
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it be imagined, that the hoheft and iriduftrious peo-r 
pie of the North will fuffer themfelves to be dragged 
down to perdition, merely (6 fatisfy the unprincipled 
Vengeance of a neft of fraudulent debtors? Can it 
be imagined, that the New-Englanders will tamely 
fuffer the lords of Virginia to fport with their pro- 
fpcrity and happinefs, as they do with their battels 
of rice and tobacco at a cock-match ? Qottimoft 
fenfe forbids us to believe any fuch thing. 

I have fuppofed alfo, that the Government would 
retain its prefent form ; but can this poffibly be fo ? 
No ; the mothent a war fhould be-declared, in con-» 
fequepce of the rejedlion of the treaty, the Consti- 
tution would be thrown afide as ufelefs lumber. A 
Revolutionary ftate muft fucceed. Then our Brit 
fots and our Robefpierres would mount the throne 1 
we have them ready at hand, and a war is all that 
is wanting to bring therp forth. We fhould have 
our nriftocrdts \ indeed, they are already printed 
out : the ere&ion of a guillotine is all that remains 
for the patriots to do, preparatory to their execu- 
tion. In fhort, do we envy the French their fitu-: 
ation / or do we not ? Do we wifti to experience 
thofe fufferitrgs, at the recital of which we novy 
weep ? Do we wifti to witnefs all thofe cruelties, 
thofe frightful horrors that freeze the blood and 
mpke us afbamed of oyr fpecies ?, If we do, a war^ 
at the prefenf moment, will infallibly bring us the 
obje& of our \vifhes, and we fhall do well to fe- 
cond the endeavours of the Livingftons, and Madi- 
fons, and the Gallatins. 

I am perfuaded, that the following letter, from my 
Coufin Hedgehog at New- York, will not be, unac- 
ceptable to my readers. 

New- York 9 2i/l April, 1796. 
Dear Cousin, 

I have long been a conftant reader of your ufeful 
works, and, as belonging to a branch of you family, 

I have 
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I have taken to myfelf (ome part of the honour 
which their boldnefs and evident objeft refledl on 
the author; but, as my branch is a ypunger, or 
fubaltern one, and as I have not had the folly to 
adopt the levelling principles of the fans-culottes of 
the prefent day, I have not till now prefumpd to in- 
trude on your time, nor fhould I have done it at all, 
had not the democratic tricks in this city feemed tft 
call aloud for publicity. 

Without further apology, then, I take the liberty 
to inform you, that yefterday an affembly was held 
in the Bridewell Fields (they were, you fee, on their 
own dunghill) to re-damn the treaty ; or, in othe? 
words, tp decide on a petition to order the Houfe qt 
Reprefentatives not to pais the laws, nece#ary for 
carrying it into effedh As all the merchants, apd 
other inhabitants of credit and confequence, had 
before iigned a petition to a contrary effeft, yoij. 
will eafily fuppofe of whom this Bridewell mqeting 
was compofed. The hour was twelve o'clock, vphe^ 
labourers of every defcription were at leifure to at. 
tend. P. R. Liv — ton and M. Liv — ton (worthy re r 
lations of our nominal Reprcfentative) were the lead- 
ing orators. After thefe earns their cpadjutpr, 
Francis Van D— ke, a chocolate-grinder, knpw# 
only for his ftupid head, his rancorous heart, his 
four phiz, and the ridiculous buftle he made abpujt 
the tri- coloured fiag> that fome wag h^d the liber- 
ticide impudence to tear down from the place where 
it was hoifled in our Coffee-houfe. This man wa$ 
chairman of the meeting. The next orator wap 
Serj — t CI — ke, fo confefledly in the pay in France, 
that he once a&ually fued G— net for not p a yi*?g 
hhjecretjervices according to ftipulated agreement. 
This " pretended patriot,'* previous to tfae meeting, 
advertifed for the purpojfe of purchafing " fevcfal 
€i thoufand of hoop- poles, to bft ufea as jtmfofs 
'* {alias bludgeons) on the day of parade/' 

The 
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The complexion of the meeting was fuch, that 
it is faid even the Liv— tons blujhed at it. This, 
however, nobody that knows the thicknefs of their 
tkin will believe. A petition was drawn up ; but, 
as the affiflants could not be fuppofed capable of 
ligning their names, and as in making their marks 
they muft have rendered the paper as footy as their 
own paws, a Committee was appointed to fign for 
them, though the paws of this Committee are cer- 
tainly not much cleaner than thofe of the aflembly 
in general. 

What cffe6t fuch a petition as this may have I 
know not : the fapient heads of the Oppofition feem 
to be turned ; but they may reft affured* that, if 
they have fold us to France, the bargain will not 
Hand. They objedl to our treaty with Britain, be- 
caufe contra&ed without their confent, and we lhall 
objeft to their treaty with France, becaufe contract- 
ed without our confent. This is fighting them at 
their own weapons. 

I muft now call your attention to another event. 
On the 1 2th inftant, one Kettlatas, whofe offence 
was that of vilifying the ajfembly of the State, was 
fet at liberty, and drawn in triumph through the 
ftreets, feated in an old ragged phaeton, by* the 
guards of the city ; 1 mean the black-guards. On 
this joyful occaiion there was a fort of civic feftival. ' 
The French hulks, now lying in our harbour (where 
* they have lain for nine months paft, and where 
they will lie while there is an Englifti armed ftiip at 
fea), decorated themfelves in all their fans-culotte 
paraphernalia, uiually exhibited at the triumph of 
lavage anarchy over order and law. 

Thus you fee the clofe connexion that every 
where exifts between the French and the brutal 
enemies of our Government. Thefe are infults 
that no Government ever before put up with ; in- 
fults, 
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fults, I truft, we fhall not long fuffer with im- 
punity. 

I am, &c. 

J. Hedgehog. 

P. S. Unfortunately, your intelligence, in the 
laft Cenfor, concerning our malicious Argus (as far 
as relates to his deceafe), was not well founded. A 
French furgeon fewed up his neck, and the wretch is 
now dropping about his aqua fortis with as much 
malice as ever. Would not your quills and his eyes 
meet very lovingly together ? My prickles are not 
long enough. 



J 
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Proceedings in the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

VV HEN the laft Cenfor went to the prefs, the 
long-contefted and important queftion on the treaty 
with Great Britain was fiill undecided. Go ! faid I, 
gentle Cenfor, and in thy mild and conciliating ac- 
cents, befeech the defperate demagogues to fpare us 
a little longer. 

A fort of cloud had interpofed between the people 
and the fun of profperity. Terror had feized on all 
thofe who had fomething to lofe ; they knew not 
whether it was prudent to buy or to fell ; whether 
their fhips were lafeft in the harbour or out at fea ; 
the fans-culottes began to grind their teeth and whet 
their couteaux, while the heads of the ariftocrats 
feemed to totter on their fhoulders, and hang as it 
were by a bit of fkin. 

In this fituation were we, when, on the 29th of 
April, the queflion was taken in a Committee of the 
whole Houfe. The Jlyes were 49 — and the Noes 
49 : the Chairman, Mr. Muhlenberg of PennfyU 
vania, gave the catling vote in the affirmative. 

Thus was the fate of a nation fufpended upon the 
voice of one man, and thus have we once more 
narrowly efcaped war and anarchy. 

Some benignant fylph certainly whifpered Mr. 
Muhlenberg in the ear ; for it is well known that he 
had been a declared enemy to the treaty from the 

vol. in. b b firfl; 
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firfi: moment of its appearance. He was one of the 
leaders at the town meeting held at Philadelphia, on 
the 25th of July, 1795. At this meeting " the 
" d — ned treaty was kicked to hell," and the Aflem- 
bly adjourned to go and break Mr. Bingham's win- 
dows. This meeting appointed a Committee to draw 
up a Memorial, praying the Prefident not to ratify 
the treaty. The Memorial, after reprobating every 
article of the treaty fingly, concludes thus : " Your 
" Committee apprejhend that great evils would re^ 
€ \ fult to thefe States frofn this treaty, if ratified ; 
€€ they therefore recommend that an addrefs be pre^ 
" pared, and presented to the Prefident of the Unite4 
" States, praying that he will not ratify the iai4 
i( treaty." Now, Mr. Muhlenberg was one of the 
very Committee who drew up this Memorial. Nor 
did his opposition ceafe here, for we find him voting 
for the papers, and for the protecting refolution of 
Mr. Blount. Had he not voted for this latter refo- 
lution, I could have admitted that he gave his caft- 
ing vote from a perfuafion that the Houfe had nq 
right to fet the treaty afide ; but in voting for the 
refolution pf Mf. Blount, he infifts on this right, 
and therefore the calling vote remains to be account-* 
ed for* Idle ftories go about : flandcr is ever on the 
wing : for my part, 1 am not one of thofe who will 
give credit to nothing that they cannot fee through ; 
but I leave a myftery as I find it. This miraculous 
eonverfion is certainly to be attributed to the interpo- 
li^ion q{ fome invifible power ; to that power let u§ 
return our thanks, and not to Mr. IVJuhJenberg. 

But though the refolution for carrying the treaty 
into effedl had pafled in the Committee, it had yet 
to get through the Houfe, and much apprehenfioa 
vyas entertained for its fofety on the pafi&ge. The 
Oppofition was determined to difpute the ground to 
the laft inch ; accordingly, when the refolution was* 
taken up in tfce Houfe, on the 39th, Mr. Dearborn 

niovec^ 
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moved the following preamble to it ; €i That although 
i€ in the opinion of this Houfe the treaty is highly 
" objectionable , and may prove injurious to the United 
€t States, yet, confidering all the circumftances re- 
" lating thereto, particularly that .the laft x8 articles 
" are to continue in force only during the prefent 
" war, and two years thereafter, and confiding alfo 
' € in the efficacy of meafures which may be taken for 
" bringing about a difcontinuance of the violations 
" committed on our peutral rights, in regard to our 
€€ velfels and feamen, therefore;" &c. 

This was the laft flnft of a baffled fa&ion. 'If 
€ you do carry the treaty,' fkid they, ' your refolu- 
* tion fhall contain the proofs of your own folly and 
' inconfiftency/ The plan was well laid : it was 
cxpedted that fome of the members who had voted 
for the refolutionthe day before, would alfo vote for 
the preamble ; nor was this improbable ; any incon- 
fiftency might be, expelled from fome of them, 

Mr. Muhlenberg, as if afraid of being outftrip- 
ped by Mr. Chriftie and fome others, haftened to 
give the preamble his entire approbation, and did at 
laft actually vote for it. Thus we fee this Gentle- 
man firft oppofing the treaty at a town meeting, an<J 
drawing up a Memorial befeeching the Prefident not 
to ratify it ; then we find him voting for a reiblution 
that declares the Houfe to have a right to fet the 
treaty afide ; but yrhen called on for his cafting voice, 
he feems to have forgotten all about the evil tend- 
ency of the treaty and the unmaking power of the 
Houfe. Sleep, however, feems to have refrefhed 
his memory, and we find him next day voting for a 
preamble that declares this treaty " highly objectionable, 
u and that it may prove injurious to the United States " 
but in lefs than ten minutes afterwards, befalls back 
into his old flate of torpidity, and really votes for 
this very " highly obje&ionablp and injurious treaty," 
without any modification or preamble at all. What 

3 b 2 au 



37* POLITICAL CENSOR, No. IV. 

an excellent political weathercock ! He tacks with 
ten times the celerity of the Indian on the top of his 
fugar-houfe. 

When the preamble was put, there appeared ac- 
cording to the counting, or rather mifcounting, of the 
" Calm Obferver," Ayes 49 and Noes 49 ; confe- 
quently the Speaker, Mr. Dayton, was called on for 
the cafting vote, and he gave it in the negative. 

Thus another cafling vote preferved the honour 
of the Houfe, as a former one had done that of the 
nation. But it mud be remarked here, that when 
the names of the members came to be printed, it 
appeared 50 had voted in the negative ; fo that there 
was a majority againft the inconfiftent preamble, even 
without the cafting vote of the Speaker. 

Mr. Jekyll, in his account of the Habeas Corpus, 
aft (Woodfall's Reports for 1794, vol. iv. p. 12), 
fays, " This a6l was firft obtained by fomething like 
" a miracle. In one fiage it was carried in the up- 
* c per Houfe by a fort of pious fraud : one of the 
" tellers feeing a very fat Lord coming in, and 
< € knowing him to be a man of weight, counted him 
cc for ten" I fhould have thought that, for like rea- 
fons, Mr. Muhlenberg had been counted for two, 
had not the error been by fubtra&ion in place of ad- 
dition. Whether the fraud would have been quite 
fo pious on this occafion, as in obtaining the a& of 
Habeas Corpus, is another thing : yes, Mr. Beckley, 
that's another thing. 

How the Clerk of the Houfe came to mifcount, 
or how his mifcounting came to pafs unreproved 
when difcovercd, are queftions well worth afking* 
Such miftakes are not common, nor is it likely that 
an extraordinary degree of inattentivenefs would 
prevail at fuch an important moment. I do not pre- 
tend to di&ate to members of Congrefs ; but were I 
one, I would exert my utmoft to difplace a Clerk who 
^rould dare to miftate a yote of the Houfe, though 

that 
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that Clerk (hould be the very image of Lord Chalk* 
jlone bimfelf. 

Finally, the refolution of Mr. Hillhoufe \fras put, 
in its original form : " Refolved, that the neceflary 
" laws be pafled for catrying into effeft the treaty 
" concluded between his Britannic Majefty and the 
" United States."— The Ayes and' Noes were as fol- 
lows : ' • 

AyEs.^-Meffi^urs Ames, Bailey, Bourne, Brad- 
bury, Buck, Chriftia, Coit, Cooper, Crabb, Detit, 
A. Fofter, D. Fofler, Gilbert* Gilman* Glenn, 
Goodhue, Goodrich, Gregg, Grifwold, Grove* flbw- 
cock 9 Harper, Hartley, Henderfonj Hillhoufe, Hiiid- 
man, Kitchell, Kittera, Leonard* S. Lyman, Mal- 
bpne, Muhlenberg i Murray, Reed, Richards, Sedg- 
wick, Sitgreaves, J. Smith* N. Smith, Ifaac Smith, 
S. Smith, W. Smith, Swift, Thatcher, Thomas, 
Thorn pfon, Tracey, Van Allen, Van Court lattdt, 
Wadfworth, Williams. — 51. 

Noes. — Meflieurs Baird, Baldwin, Benton, Blount, 
Brent, Bryan, Burgefs, Caleb, Claiborne, Clopton, 
Coles, Dearborn, Earle, Franklin, Gallatin, Gil- 
lefpie, Giles, Greenup, Hampton, Harrifon* Ha- 
thorn, Havens* Heath, Heifter, Holland, Jackfon, 
Livingfton, Locke, W. Lyman, Maclay, Macon, 
Madifon, Milledge, Moore, New, Nicholas, Orr, 
Page, Parker, Prefton, Rutherford, Ifrael Smith, 
Sprigg, Swanwick, Tatom* Varnum, Venable* Winn. 
—48. 

The refolution pafled of courfe, and a Committee 
was appointed to bring in the bills* 

The reader will recollect, that to know the real in^ 
cli nations of the members, he muft obferve who 
voted for the call f6r papers, and who did not. In 
the prefent lift for Ayes, I have tnarked in italics 
thofe members who have voted ih favour of Mr. 
Livingfton's paper motion, that fuch as laboured 
through the heat of the day may be diflinguifhed 

£ b 3 . from 
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from fuch as did not drop in until the eleventh 
hour. 

The Reprefentaiives who voted on this memora- 
ble queftion, may be divided into three clafles : i. 
fiaunch friends of the Conftitution and the treaty ; 
2. the converts ; 3. the hardened political linners. 

As to the firft of thefe clafles, I fhall fay nothings 
the perfons compofing it are fo much above all 
praife, that I could hot hope to do them juftice. 
They will find an ample reward in the fuccefe of their 
indefatigable efforts, and in the grateful acknow- 
ledgments of all their worthy conflituents. 

The fecond clafs, or the converts, merit but little 
thanks from any body. Their apologies for fliifting 
fides were, as indeed apologies generally are, a moft 
monftrous abufe of words. What, for inflance, 
could be more ridiciilous than for a man to get up 
and make a long harangue, in order to perfuade 
others to vote againft the treaty, and conclude with 
faying, that he fhould vote for it ? — And why ? — Be- 
caufe he would not create a divifion between the dif- 
ferent branches of the Government ! Surprifing ! 
He had voted for forcing the papers out of the Pre- 
sident's hands ; he bad alfo voted for the refoliition 
that was to remain as a proteft againft the Prefident's 
refufing of thefe papers ; and, at laft, he votes for 
the treaty, in order to cultivate harmony between the 
different branches of the Government ! The Gen- 
tleman feems to have fallen out with the other 
branches, merely fo have the pleafure of making it 
up again. This farce may, then, take the name of a 
comedy lately written by a Citizen of Philadelphia : 
€t The Triumphs of Love ; or, Happy Reconci- 
" liation." 

The fa6l is, however, this converfion was not 
owing to a conciliating difpofition in the converted. 
Had it not been for the manly, prudent, and well- 
timed meafures of the merchants of Philadelphia, 

this 
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this important tireaty would have been fet afide*. How- 
ever indifferent the converts might be to the fulpenfion 
of enfurance and the general fhock given to bufinefs 
of every kind ; however they might affedl to laugh at 
the alarmifts, they would have been afraid to return 
Among their conftitugnts, had they plunged the 
c&imtry into diftrefs and confufion. Very probably 
their turn for roafting would have come : they might 
have feen their effigies dragged about in a dung-cart, 
with French gold in their hands* Happy might they 

ha*ve 



* The following Memorial was presented to the Houfe on the 
ijth of April. 

" To the Honourable the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United 

States. 

,f The Memorial of the Subfcrihrs, Merchants and Traders of 

Philadelphia^ 

" Refpedfcfully reprefents, 

l* That they have waited, with anxious expectation, to fee thd 
" neceffary meafures adopted by your honourable Houfe for car- 
* 4 rying into operation the treaty concluded between the United 
14 States and Great Britain, and are now ferioufly alarmed left 
" thofe meafnres fliould be further delayed or entirely omitted. 

M Under that impref&on, they deem ft incumbent on them to 
44 reprefent, that the property of the merchants of the United 
44 States, amounting, upon a moderate computa'im, to more 
" than five millions of dollars, has been taken from them by the 
44 fubjecti of Great Britain, the refHtution of which they verily 
" believe depends in a great meafure upon the completion of 
*' the treaty on our part. 

44 Independent of this immenfe fum, they have embarked the 
44 principal part of their remaining fortunes in veflels and adven- 
44 tures, the lafety of which will, as they apprehend, be mate- 
44 rially affe&ed by a refufal or neglect on the part of the United 
44 States to comply with ftipulations fo folemnly entered into. Be- 
** fides their particular interests as merchants and traders, they 
14 feel an intereft, in common with their fellow-crtizens of other 
44 defcriptious, in the prefervation of peace, oh which the pro- 
44 fperityof this country depends ; and they (hould deemthem- 
44 felves wanting in that fpirit and independence which ought 
44 ever to characterize freemen, if they forbear, on fo intereftmg 

b b 4 «• an 
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have thought themfelves, if a juflly enraged people 
had confined their vengeance to the burning of 
images and pi&ures when the originals were at 
hand. Their recantation was, in fhort, like that of 
a man who fees the flake and the faggots before him. 
I look upon their fupport of Government, on the 
prefent occafion, as a fort of verbal conformity with 
a mental refervation. Few people are dupes enough 
to believe them fincere. The dofe they have fwal- 
Jowed with fo many wry faces, h^s only ferved to 
fet their, gall in motion : the executive branch of 
Government may expect at their hands every check 
and impediment that difappointed malice can fug- 
geft. 

But little merit as I afcribe to the converts, and 
little hope as I have of their reformation, Imuft fiill 
prefer them to the hardened finners ; for though a 
fort of death-bed repentance, inch, for inftance, as 
that of the cqfting voice, can never be fuppofed to 
atone for & life of political fin, yet it is at any.ratp 
lefs-oflfenfive to morality and decency, than to hear 
the fons of reprobation blafpheming to the laft gafp, 
and expiring with curfes on their lips. 

All the 48 members found in the Oppofition on 



" an occafion as the prefent, to exprofs their wifties and expefta- 
4< tions. They, therefore, with all due refpeft for the Reprefent- 
44 atives of the people of the United States, beg leave to recom- 
*' mend that no partial confederations of policy may influence their 
" deciiion on this important queftion ; but that they both the 
44 honour and the intereft of the nation may be preferred, by 
44 making the neceflary provifions for carrying the treaty into 
44 fair and honourable effect." 

Nor did the merchants of the capital flop here : they appointed 
a Committee to correfpond with other mercantile towns, and with 
the back counties of Pennfvlvania. This meafure brought fuch 
iwarms of petitions from the people of property of every quar- 
ter of the Union, that the Oppofition began to perceive how little 
their own ftrength was. 

** 4 the 
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the definitive qucflion concerning the treaty, will 
unavoidably meet with the approbation of the French 
National Convention. They all certainly merit the 
fraternal hug ; but there are fome of them whom it 
would be unjuft to mix promifcuoufly with thecoma 
mon herd : thefe ought to have a kifs on both cheeks, 
while the reft might be put off with a kifs on one ; 
or if French politenefs will infift upon the double 
baifes to all, the five Kings might falute the leaders, 
whii^the reft might be left to the fkinny-lipped blood- 
fuckers of the Council of Elders. 

In order to regulate the ceremonial, I ftiall point 
out thofe whom I think entitled to the diftinguifli- 
ed honour of being flobbered by the five Sultans ; 
obferving, once for all, that I do not wifti to de- 
preciate the value of any man's labour, or inter- 
fere with any bargain that might be preyioufly en- 
tered into between the parties. The labourer is 
worthy of his hire, whether he fuccceds in his obje6t 
or not. 

To place the Italian at the head of thefe worthies 
is an a6l of jufticc/ and an adl of juftice which I 
have the more plcafure in performing, as I have 
lately been accufed (how falfcly every body knows) 
of attempting to fink that Gentleman in the opi- - 
nion of the public. 

When the treaty-making power was to be at- 
tacked ; or, in other words, when a breach was to be 
made in the Conftitution, and fuch a breach as never 
could have been clofed, the affailants feemed at alofs 
for a leader. Citizen Madifon Ihrank from the talk. 
The eyes of the phalanx at laft turned towards the 
Italian. Murderers, when preparing for their hor- 
rid work, always choofe from among their gang, 
fome preeioufly ill -looking villain to give the firft 
ftab ; that done, they fall on with lefs remorfe, and 
difpatch the proftrate viftim. I do not pretend to 
fay that the affailants of the Conftitution a&ed upon 

the 
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the fame maxims of phyfiognomy : no, God forbid 
I fhould fay or infinuate any fuch thing ; on the 
contrary, if perfon had any thing to do in the mat- 
ter, I fhould rather fuppofe that the leader was chofen 
for his beauty. 

Let, however, the motive to the choice be what 
it might, that it was a good one, we all know. 
With what art did the Genevefe approach ! How did 
he twift and tarn when he found aft obftacle in his 
way ! How did his eyes gliften, when ready to dart 
in upon his devoted prey ! Thofe that followed 
him had little more to do than to mouth over what 
they had heard, as the yelping puppies of the pack 
give tongtic, when they hear the cry of the leading 
old hound. 

— u The /launch old bound, 
€t Guide of the pack, although gaunt and ugly, 
u Is yet of great account. He '11 oft untie 
" The Gordian knot, when reafon at a (land, 
u Puzzling, is loft, and every art is vain. 
€i ds party chiefs in fc nates who prefide, 
" With pleaded reafon and with artful fpeech 
u Conduct the flaring multitude ; fo he 
" Dircfts the pack, who with joint cry approve, 
" And loudly ioafi difcoveries not their own. 91 

Had Somerville written his beautiful poem of The 
Chafe but yefterday, with the late proceedings of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives before his eyes, 4 he could 
not have made a more apt allufion than is contained 
in the above-quoted pafiage. The reft did, indeed, 
with joint cry approve, and loudly boafl difcoveries 
not their own ; but the fagacious and indefatigable 
Genevefe untied the Gordian knot ; and though his 
game at laft efcaped him, he is entitled to all the ho- 
nours of the field. The gratefal iportfman, to reward 
his faithful and laborious cur, claps him on the back 
and fpits in his mouth. And fo our Italian (hall be 
diftinguifhed from his colleagues by forae Superior 
lcward. i ' 

^fter 
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After the Genevefe, I think we muft give the pre- 
cedence to the long man from New-York, and the 
Jhort man from Philadelphia. 

From the firft of thefe, who labours under an ex- 
treme poverty of talents, much could not be expell- 
ed. His head is generally thought to be as empty as 
his purfe ever vvas, yet he certainly furpafled all his 
fellow-labourers, except the cunning Italian. He 
fet out with blujhing^ and I leave any one toguefs at 
the efforts that mull be made to get a blufh through 
a fkin like his. Befidcs, where will you find a 
young man of his pretentions, a kind of creole Adonis^ 
as it were, who would rifk his complexion for a fin-* 
gle moment ? Who would fuffer his pure yellow, 
his fine golden hue, to be mixed with red, and thus 
debafed to a vile copper colour ? Who would, in 
fhort, fuffer himfelf to be changed from a guinea to 
a halfpenny ? I do not know whether the Gentle- 
man has been accujlomed to fuch depreciations or not ; 
but if this be the firft time, fuch a facrifice is, in my 
humble opinion, worthy of a capital compensation. 

I did not intend to trouble the reader with re* 
marks on any particular paflages of this Gentleman's 
fpeeches : they are generally fuch firings ofplagia- 
rifms, that, to cenfure them, jsou muft cenfure their 
authors ; and this is fometmes difagreeable. One 
paflage or two, however, call for obiervation, which 
I am the more ready to beftow on them, as they ap- 
pear to be original. 

The Gentleman, in defence of his paper motion, 
told the Houfe that " it was impoffible to determine 
<c that they would not impeach until the papers were 
" feen. Fa&s might then appear which would ren* 
" der that an unavoidable meafure which was nofe 
tc now contemplated. If, for inftance, inftead of i 
«* treaty with Great Britain, they were now difcuff- 
« ing one formed with the Porte, where it is the 
€€ cuftom for minifters to give and to receive pre/erits ; 

"and 
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4C and on the produ&ion of the correfpondence, ft 
" fhould appear that our Minifter had received a 
" douceur (brihe) on the fignature of the treaty; 
iC would not the Houfe think thenifelves obliged to 
" impeach ?" 

This is a fuppofition wound up with an interroga- 
tion. £tfow let us fee if we cannot fuppofe and put 
queflions as well as this Adonis. Suppofe, then, that 
the ele&ors of a certain diftrift or city were filly 
enough to choofe as their Reprefentative, a man at 
once proud and poor, haughty and mean, infolent 
and crawling ; fuppofe that this man were an infol- 
vent debtor, who had vifited the infide of a jail, and 
who had bilked his creditors by paying them but 
three Jhillings in the pound. Now fhpuld a man like 
this rife up in Congrefs, and adopting the fentiments, 
the fiyle, and even the gefticulations of the mob, 
bafely infinuate, that a public Minifter, of unfpbtted 
fame, had received a bribe from a foreigfl Prince — 
what, I aik, would fuch a man deferve ? — To be cut 
out at full length in a living flom, and ftuck up at 
the corner -of the Fly-Market, for the boys to throw 
rotten eggs at, till the ftatue became as yellow as 
the original. 

The Gentleman declared (and very fincerely, with- 
out doubt) that his fuppofition was by no means ap- 
plicable to Mr. Jay ; and I declare, with equal fin- 
cerity, that my fuppofition is by no means applica- 
ble to Mr. Livingflon, for whofe feelings, as the 
reader muft have already perceived, I have a won- 
derful tendernefs ; a tendernefs, indeed, that I would 
wifh to equal that which he has fhown for the feel- 
ings of the Prefident and Mr. Jay. 

The next paflage that attradls my attention feems to 
be a fort of fide-wind eulogy on the five Kings and 
their mild and humane Government. " All Europe,'* 
fays our Adonis, " was once free ; all Europe, with 
" the exception of France and Switzerland, are. now 

" in 
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u in chains. Where, then, will historical fa£h be 
u found to juftify the charge? In the obfequious 
" Parliament of Britain ?". &c. — Poor Adonis, how 
little does he know about all Europe ! And is it pof- 
iiblethat any one, pretending to be a reafonable 
creature, fliould yet talk to us about French liberty ? 
A decree launched forth by their merciful lords, the 
other day, will give us a pretty correct idea of 
Frenchmen's freedom. This decree bears, " that the 
" parents of emigrants fliall now give up to the 
« tiation that portion of their property which would 
" have fallen, after their death, to their emigrant 
" children." Let any one judge from this, whether 
the poor devils are in chains or not. But why do I 
cite particular inftances of their flavery ? What oc- 
cafion have I here to attempt a contradiction of what 
every one, even the moft ignorant of the people, 
knows to be falfe and ridiculous ? " In Turkey, and 
" in Morocco," fays Playpair, " the people know 
u under what defpotifm they groan; they know 
fc who their rulers are, and they know that what- 
* € ever injuftice they may be guilty of towards indi- 
u viduals, they muft have fome regard to the gene- 
•" ral intereft, to the prefervation of the whole. They 
" have the fatisfaftion too of complaining to a 
*' friend in fecret of their misfortunes ; but the mi- 
" ferable French Jlave, who thinks himfelf a free ci- 
€€ tizen, does not know who his matters are. He 
" dares not complain, becaufe all around him con- 
" fider that their miferies are the effe&s of freedom 
" and philofophy ; and like the philofopher Panglofe, 
" though ruined and referable, they have been 
t€ taught to fay that all is as well as poffible. — > 
" Wretched people ! among whom every thing is at 
<* the difpofition of a gang of intriguing defpots, 
" who, by means of a print ing-prefs and reams of 
< c affignats, pillage the nation, and excite to maf- 
* € facre and bloodflied !" This is the only people ir\ 

Europe 
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Europe who, our Adonis tells us, is not in chains ! 
I can aflure him that fuch an afiertien, at this day, 
,is barely honoured with a fneer. The people of 
America have at laft opened their eyes. They have 
fecn French liberty feated on her throne, the guil- 
lotine, furrounded with confifcations, guards, ma- 
nacles, and dungeons ; thefy have feen French religion 
exhibited in blafphemies againft the Almighty, and 
in the adoration of a common proftitute ; they have 
feen French humanity in the form of a child torn 
from its mother's womb, and writhing on the point 
of a bayonet. Yes, and they have feen the effe&s 
pf French gold too ; and I can tell you, Mr. Living- 
fton, that they defpife the corrupter as well as the 
corrupted. French friendlhip they know they do 
pot want, and French enmity is become the objeft 
of their contempt. To ply them then, Sir, with 
this old, ridiculous, threadbare tale of French 
liberty, though it may procure you a feu dt joie 
from the hi}1ks at New-York, is an infult to the un- 
derftancjings of your conftituents, for which I much 
quefiion if even your ignorajice will be thought a 
fufficient apology. 

But it feems there is one other nation, befides the 
French, who are not in chains ; theSwifs. It is fome- 
thing lingular thaf our orator forgot the republics of 
Jlalavia and Geneva. They have both the hap- 
j>inefs of having the fame kind of free Govern* 
xpent as his dear France. Their legiflative and ex- 
ceptive branches, and all their offices of flate, ex* 
cepting the prime minifter, Citizen Guillotine, are 
the fame. What, then, could render them unr 
worthy of being called free nations ? How comes 
Switzerland, the beft part of which groans under 
an ariftocracy, to be preferred to thefe regenerated 
States, thefe apes of the French republic, thefe firft? 
born of the great baboon ? Our Adonis's head was 
pbiblutely turned with his paper-Kite motion. 
• . ' Never 
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' Never furely was poor youth fo difcomifited, 
fcouted, and routed as he has been during this fefc 
iion. After a month's hard labour, the Prefident 
refufes him a peep at the papers ; he feeks vepge-r 
3fice, meets a fecorid rebuff, and is at laft reduced 
to the mortification of feeing the fchemes of nine 
long,months overturned in a iingle moment, in fpite 
of the counter-efforts of his worthy relations at New- 
York, joined to thofe of the Chocolate-grinder and 
Sergeant Clarke. In this fituation what is he to 
do ? Jog back quietly to daddy's, make the moft 
of his perfonal charms, ogle the fair fex in place 
pf grinning at General Wafhington, and content 
himtelf with reading billets doux inftead of ftatc 
papers. But, for mercy's fake, let him take care 
how he blujhes : " the bankrupt" fays an author, 
*' never yet found the fair one kind," and what then 
could he expedt for a yellow boy who fhould blufh 
fcimfelf to Jerfey copper ? 

Having thus difiniffed the long rawboned knight 
of the woful countenance, I inuft now beg the reader's 
refpedlful attention, while I bring on the fcene, pro- 
bably for the laft time, the little duck legged 
Squire.— There he is, like a ballad-finger in a fair ! 
don't fright yourfelves, ladies ; upon my foul he'll 
do you no violence. 'Tis as gentle a little creature 
?s you ever fet eyes on : you may even ftroke him 
without apprehending the leaft mifchief ; do bat 
Jiften to his fpeech, and he'll lick your hand like a 
fpaniel. 

This Gentleman's efforts on the opposition may 
be confidered as confined to the exaltation of the 
piagnanimity of the King of Spain, and that pf his 
own difinterejtednefs. Indeed, both fubje&s were 
equally worthy of his fmall-talk eloquence. The 
magnanimity of a man who fhakes hands in an 
humble peace with the murderers of the head of his 
family, is well matched with the difintereftednefs of 

another, 
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another, who aims at the deftru&ion of his country, 
or at leaft of all that is valuable in it/ that he may 
raife himfelf on its ruins. 

He told the Houfe that " he had feveral vefiels 
cc at fea, not enfured; that he had landed property 
" in great quantity ;" and hence he took occafion to 
conclude, that he could not be fufpe&ed as wifhing 
to involve the country in a war. This, indeed, 
from a man of moderate views, from a man of mo- 
derate vanity even, ought to have fome weight ; but 
from one like the perfon here fpoken of, it ought to 
have none at all. 

There are fome men, who, as the poet fays, 
fC never are at heart's eafe while they fee a greater 
*< than themfelves." Such is this Gentleman. He 
mud be every where, and every where at the head ; 
and as it commonly happens with thofe of his ftamp, 
pature has abfolutely difqualified him for the attain- 
ment by fair means. Still, however, he drives on 
towards his objedt, and in his progrefe employs 
all thofe little arts that worth and genius difdain. 
How has he laboured to eftablifh for himfelf the 
character of a man of learning and tafte ! How 
often and how barefacedly has he condefcended to 
become his own puffin the common papers ! How 
many letters has he written to diftant places to en-* 
fure the infertion of articles in praife of himfelf \ 
What incredible pains has he taken to procure the 
appearance of a filly poem, figned with his name, 
in a periodical publication of a foreign country ! 

He told the Houfe of Reprefentatives of his (hips 
and his lands ; he might have told them of his houfo, 
too, unlefs, indeed, he looked upon that as ttnne- 
ceflary, from its being fo perfedlly known. This 
houfe, which refembles, in furniture, a Dutch virtu- 
oso's baby-hutch, is become a kind of rareefhow. 
The vain proprietor ads the part of a defpicable 
ihowman. This houfe that Jack built is his hobby- 

horfe ; 
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-hoffe ; and when mounted on it, be is more an ob- 
ject of ridicule than the whore on the black ram, or 
poor Gulliver aftride the nipple of the Brobdingna- 
gian maid of honour. 

Money however he has,- and with this he finds 
his way into almofl every meeting that bears the 
name of ajbeiety ; a name, by the by, of which moll 
men of fenfe begin to be heartily tired. Our Lilli- 
putian-, with his dollars, gets accefs where, without 
them, he would not be fuficrcd to appear. But of 
all his little baits for admiration and confequence, 
none is furely fo perfe&ly ludicrous as his becom- 
ing the Mentor of the little mijfes. That a vain 
man fhould condefcend to cajole the mob, to greafe 
the hands of the leaders of a club or fociety ; that 
he fhould crawl to news-printers, or even run dan- 
gling about after fpe&ators to admire his ta fly man- 
Son, is not fo very furprifirig ; but that he fhould 
fo far defy the power of ridicule as to profefs himfelf 
the periodical declairtier at the breakings up of a 
boarding-fchool, and even fhow an uncommon 
anxiety jto have his fpeeches on thofe occafions pub- 
lifhed, is what no mortal could ever have expedled, 
no, not from John Swanwick. 

What attention is due to a man like this, when 
he produces the coincidence of "his own intereft with 
that of his own country as a proof that his condudt 
is in conformity to both ? Such a man feels intereft- 
fed in nothing that does not bring food to his vanity ; 
and if a greater quantity of this is to be obtained 
by the lofs of his property than by its preservation, he 
will never fcruple to hazird it. Where then are his 
difintereftednefs and his patriotifm ? 

At firft glance, one would imagine that a being 
like this was formed for the contempt, or at lead for 
the diverfion of mankind ; and, under certain Govern- 
ments, he would, indeed, be harmlefs ; but in a 
ftate where all depends upon the popular voice, I 

vdL. in. c c do 
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do not know a more dangerous chara6ter. Of a 
proud man you have fome hold ; his; pride will not 
let him floop to fuch meanneffes, by Which alone he 
can come at the power that makes him formidable ; 
while the vain one will flop at nothing. Know ing 
that the accomplifhment of his hopes depends on 
the people, and that it is to numbers he mull owe 
his fuccefs, he fpeculates in their errors and their 
prejudices, and turns them to his own advantage at 
the expenfe of the community. No rebuff, no ill 
treatment or difcomfit, difcourages him : kick him 
out at your front door, and he will come in at the 
back : drive him from one office or one aflembly, 
and he will get into another : fomewhere he will 
be, where he can make himfelf talked of. He 
is ever the cringing flave of power ; he adores it, in 
whatever hands it may be found : as he wheedles a 
democratic populace, fp would he the cruelleft def- 
pot on earth : he has not a drop of independent 
blood in his heart, arid he is the mortal enemy of all 
thofe who have. 

That fuch a man as this fhould be the Reprefent- 
ative of a State of which I am an inhabitant, is, I 
muft confefs, a mortification ; as to reprefenting me, 
however, he never did, nor fhall he ever do it: 
therefore, as a fra&ion of the fovereign people, I 
do hereby, once for all, enter my proteft agaihft 
every thing that he may do, or have a hand in. — 
When he looks round, from his hobby-horfe, on 
the multitude who have been weak enough to com- 
mit their iliterefts to his fapient head and inflated 
heart, let him remember, that there is one who 
would not trufi: him with the flump of an old worn- 
out pen. 

When I fee people, who bavechofen a Reprefent- 
ative like this, brought to the verge of ruin by 
him and his aflbciatcs, 1 cannot fay I pity them. 
Many of the merchants and. traders who were (o 

2 alarmed 
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a)atihed the o&er day, on account of the oppofi- 
tidn to the treaty, had ufed every effort in their 
power to enfure this man's elediion. What rauft be 
their reflexions, wheh they faw him, not only 
voting for the deftru&ioil of their property and 
thepafelves, but endeavouring to nullify their peti- 
tion by another, figned by foreigners, blackguards, 
&nd negroes ? Surely this ought to be a leffon to 
thbfej tyho are to choofe or reje<St him another time. 
But, indeed, men of property, men who. ought to 
be of weight, are in this country, as in moft others, 
indiffefertt and flothful as to their political rights. 
Whatever may be the fcaufe of this, the confe- 
.quences are Well known, they are. already felt, and 
will from day to day, aiid from year to year, be felt 
, more feverely. 

Thus I have Endeavoured to juflify the prefer- 
ence to be given to thefe three heroes of the hard- 
ened firmer s. Citizen Madifon was formerly rec- 
.Jconed as a fort of chief; but he has fo funk out of 
fight this campaign, that we can look upon him, at 
leaft, as no more than an aid-de-camp. The firm 
and indivifible phalanx..of Virginia were led on by a 
younger, more bold, and more artful commander j 
had viflory decided in their favour, the citizen 
. would have put in Jiis claim to a fhare in the glory 
v of the day; but the timely defertion of the heavy 
horfe of Philadelphia, and the difgfaceful defeat that 
fucCeeded, have left him without even the hope of re- 
pairing his reputation. Asa politician he is no more ; 
he is abfolutely deceafed, co^d, ftiff, and bi^ried'ia 
, oblivion for ever and ever. 

There are, then, but three of thefe gentlemen 
whom I look upon as entitled to the collude frater- 
tielle from the five Kings; the others muft put up 
with a fmack from the elders or youngers. 

Inhere is one difficulty remaining, which it will 
c c 2 " ' not 
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not be very eafy to get over ; that iff, the parties 
are at iuch a diltance from each other, that to em- 
brace in perfon would be impoffible', unlefs one ot 
the other would be content to make a voyage; 

.a thing which vvc cannot expecSt ; for, like the buz- 
zard, neither like to lofe fight of their prey. 'T is 
true, that in France they do embrace by proxy.? 
and probably this may be now reforted to. . We 
can very well ipare a deputation ; and if they 
fhould never return, few, 1 believe, would mourn 

. their lofs. . . 

I now bid the oppofers of the treaty farewell : they 

. and I have been at war for rather better than a 
year : I have feen them completely beaten ; and 
though I pretend to no other merit than the little 

. that is due to a diligent drummer or trumpeter, I 
muft be permitted to rejoice as well as others. Re- 
joice I certainly do at their downfal, and notwith- 
standing I think it unmanly to fet my foot upon -the 
neck of a proilrate foe, no endeavours of mine (hall 
be wanting to prevent them from riling again. 



Paine s Age of Reafurt. 

The Chrifiian religion teaches men to forego 
their private interelis for the fake of doing good; it 
is not therefore furprifing, that deifts and atheifis 
fhould forego their private interefts for the fake of 
doing mifchief. Things oppofite in their nature 
muftbe expe&ed to be oppolite in their effe<51s. 

The Editor of the Aurora of Philadelphia' (Mr. 
Franklin Bache) has advertized for fale a Second Part 
of Paine's Age of Reafon, at a low price. It is faid, 
he has received fifteen thoufand copies of this from 
Paris, and it is very certain that he fells them at a 
price which will hardly pay firft coft and expenfes. 
When I went* to fchool, 1 remember we had for a 
copy, " Zeal .in a good 'caufe deferves applanfe" If 

this 
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this old maxim be a true one ? I would afk,. what 
zedl in a /W caufe deferves ? 

A perfon to whom the parties were well known, 
has affured me, that poor Pair.^ imbibed his firft 
principles of deifm from Doftor Franklin ; if fo, it is 
poffible that the Editor of the Aurora may look upon ' 
the difiribution of the Age of Reafon as a mean of 
propagating his grandfather's principles ; and fo far 
fome perfons will defend it, as an a<!:1: of filial piety, 
or rather filial gratitude ; for, as to piety, I think we 
may venture to leave it out of the queflion. 

This grateful young man (hould, however, recoi- 
led, that a vender of poifon will not be excufed 
merely becaufe the compound was kneaded up, or 
the receipt for it given by his anceflor. Deifm can- 
not be well faid to run in the blood, or I fhpuld 
really be afraid that the defcendant of the illuflrious 
olddeift was contaminated. Charity bids me to hope 
the contrary, and to afcribe the excels of his zeal to 
the amiable motive above mentioned, 

It is going too far, perhaps, to fay, that any lofs 
on thefe blafphemous pamphlets is to fall on Mr/ , 
Bache, The French Republic has ever fhown a 
iincere defire of regenerating us, and as fhe finds 
us obliinate in politics, fhe may be willing to try 
her hand in another way. The papers have told 
us lately, . that Mad Tom takes up his lodgings at 
the houfeof the American AmbaflTador ; if this Second 
Part of the Age of Reafon fhould have come to- us un- 
der his aufpices, it is a fadl of a curious nature indeed. 

As to the work itfelf, it cannot be better defcribed 
than by faying that it is as ftupid and defpirable as 
its author. The wretch has all his life been employ- 
ed in leading fools aftray from their duty, and, as 
nothing is more eafy, he has often fucceeded. His 
religion is exadlly of a piece with his politics ; one 
inculcates the right of revolting againft Government, 
and the other that of revolting againft God. Hav- 
ing fucceeded aTgaiaft the Lord's anointed (I mean 
c c 3 his 
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his and our ci-devant friend, the Moft Chfiffiaq 
King) he turned his impious arms againft the LqrcT 
himfelf. This procefs i$ perfe&ly natural, as has 
been exemplified in thp qonduft of others 3$ well 3s ' 
that of Paine. ' . v 

How .T* om 6ame to think of exercifiqg his clvuhly/ 
tattered pen upon the Chriftian religion, is what 
has excited a good deal qf curiofity, without ever, 
being well accounted for ip this coqntry : notwith- 
standing, the circum fiances lipder whicfr a man write£ 
ought to be attended to in forming a judgment of 
his opinions, particularly if thoft opinions ?re new 
ancl (extraordinary. For this reafon I fhaU endea- 
vour to trace this raggarauffin deift from America to* 
his Paris dungeon, and tp account for his having, 
laid down the dagger of infurredlion in order to take 
up the chalice of irreligion. 

." Thomas, after having retailed out a good deal Or 
very common fmfe> commonly called nonfettfe^ foyrid 
himfelf rather richer than when He began*. This 
gave him a fmack for revolutions ; tut finding him- 
felf finking fall into his native mud, and preffy uni- 
yerfally defpifed and negle&ed By the people of this 
country ; finding, in fhort, that the Americans were 
returning to order, and feeling that his element wss 
confufion, he crofled the Atlantic to talk iq the 
rays of the French revolution. * 

The Propagande at Paris, that is, the {oc\ify in«* 
flituted for the propagation of the vile and defeflabr^ 
principles of the Bights of Man, as laid, down \n the 



* In bis Second Part of the Rij&ts of Man% lie fry* lie haM 
place in the State of Delaware. Whether this be aj lie 6v not, % 
cannot tell; but if it be' true, it was certainly the procJueT; of thd 
revolution ; for every one kn&ws he' had nothing before, Tbis 
was encouragement tor him to try his talent in Other countries; A 
confifcated caftle in France, or fome abbey where he might joid 
facri|cge to robbery, was a fufheient temptation to lead ftim acrof* 
the ocean.' ' ' '•" ' " .<•'••<•• * 

fttfidtiS 
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famous French Conftitution, fixed their Jacobinical 
eyes on Tom, as an excellent raifiionary for Great 
Britain and Ireland. Off. goes Tom with his Rights 
of Man, which he had the abominable impudence 
to dedicate to General Wajhington *. The Englifli 
Jacobins flared at him at firft : he went a flep further 
than they had ever dreamed of: his dodlrines, how-r 
ever, grew familiar to their ears : they took him un- 
der their wing, and he made fure of another revolu- 
tion. This fecurity was his misfortune, and hadt 
nearly eoft him a voyage to the South Sea. 

From the thief-catchers in England Tom fled^ 
and took his feat among the thieves of Pans. After 
having diftinguifhed himielf in execrating the Con-r 
ftitution he had written in defence of, he add two or 
three others fet to work and made a new one, quite 
brand new, without a fingle ounce of old ftufK 
This covered Tom with glory foon after, when it 
was unanimoufly accepted, by the rich, free, generous 
ancl humane French nation. 

This may be looked upon as the happieft part of 
Xom's life. He had enjoyed partial revolts before, 
had feen doors and windows broken in, and had pro-» 
bably partaken of the pillage of fome ariftocratic 
ftores and dwelling-houfes ; bu^ to live in a conti- 
nual date of infurre6Hon, "facred, holy, organized 
u infurre&ion ;" to fitfeven days in the week ifluing 
decrees for plunder, profcription, and maflacre, was 
a luxurious life indeed ! It was, however, a fliort 
life and a merry one : it lafted but five months. The 
tender-hearted philanthropic murderer, Briflbt, and 
his fo&ion, fell from the pinnacle of their glory : 
poor Tom's wares got out of vogue, and his carcafs 
got into a dungeon. 

* The Second Part was dedicated to ha Fayette^ to which no- 
body had any kind of objection. 

«C4 This 
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This was a dreadful reverfe for old Common 
Senfe. To be hurled, all in a moment, from the 
tip top of the Mountain of the Grande Convention 
Nationale down to the very bottom of a (linking dun- 
geon, was enough to give a Ihock to his poor unfteady 
brain. But this was not all ; he well knew that the 
national razor was at work, and had every renfon to 
fuppofe that his days were numbered. He lay ex- 
tended on the dirt, like a iheep or a calf in a flaugh- 
ter-houfe, expe&ing every moment that the butcher 
would come for him. 

How Thomas came to efcape, is fomething that 
will probably remain a mytlery. It was faid that 
Danton (the new chief tyrant) fpared his life at the 
requeft of certain Americans ; but this is improbable, 
:pot that fome Americans might be found filly enough 
to petition for it, but becaule, when his enlargement 
was afterwards demanded, upon the fcore of his be* 
ingan American, the ruling tyrants anfwered, that 
he was a/acre Anglois, a d- — n'd Englifliman. The 
fa61 is, I believe, Danton and his party defpifed Tom 
too much to run any rifk of difobliging their friends 
in Great Britain and America, by taking away his 
worthlefs life. Be the motive what it might, he was 
kept in his cage, and there he wrote the Firft Part of 
his jlge of Reafon. 

Now to the motive that led him to the compofi- 
tionof this blafphemous work, which was no other 
than that of laving his ugly uncombed head from thq 
guillotine. 

; The reader will recollect that it was under the 
reign of Danton that the Chriftian religion was abo- 
li(hed by a decree. A few days before Tom's im- 
prifonment the famous fefiival of Reafon was held, 
A common flrumpet was dreiFed up as the Qoddefs 
Reafon*, feated on a throne, of tun'", and, while in- 

•— ■ ~ ' " . ' ft 

* She was guillotined foon after. 

t cenfe 
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cenfe was burnt before her altar at fame little diflance, 
the idolatrous populace, with the Convention at 
their head, proftrated themfelves before her. Nqt 
many days before this, the conftltutional Bifhop of 
Paris *, with his Vicars and three Reflors, came t(* 
the Convention apd abdicated their religion, declar- 
ing themfelves to have been cheats, and that in future 
they would profefs no pther worfhip than that pf ' 
Reafon. In fhort, Danton and Robefpkr%e (then fe- 
cond in command) were inceffantly occupied in ex- 
tirpating the fmall remains of Chriftiaqity from the 
minds of the poor brutified and enflaved French. 
It was a neceflary preparation to the bloody \yprk 
they intended they fhould execute. 

Citizen Common Senfe knew this, and therefore 
it was not wonderful that he fhould attempt to fofteq 
his lot, and prolong, perhaps, his miferable days by 
fomething from his pen, calculated at once to flatter 
their vanity and further their execrable viasvs. Tho- 
mas had long railed againft thebafenefs of courtiers; 
but when the moment of trial came, he was found 
as bafe as the bafeft. The high-minded republican 
Paine, who had fet Lords and Kings at defiance, 
was glad to bend the knee before a vile, low-bred, 
French pettifogger. He defcended to make ufe of 
the very phrafes that the new tyrants had introduced. 
The Goddefs was called Reafon 9 the church which 
was profaned by her worfhip was called the Tempi* 
of Reafon, and the infeription on the banners carried 
at the feftival was *' The Age of Reafon' (Le Sieclc 
de la Raifon), the very title of Tom's book. Bafe 
adulation ! adulation not to be excufed even by the 
fituation in which he was. The old French clergy, 
with the daggers at their breaft, fcorned to purchafc 
life at fuch a price, 

# The conftltutional clergy means the new clergy^ the clergy of 
the revolution^ the apoftates. 

I WOulc^ 
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I would by no means be underftood as. be* 
lieving that Paine's book was, a defertion of his 
principles; for, as before obferved, he had been 
corrupted years before. It. is the disgraceful motive, 
for publifhing his creed that I am expofing. That it 
was done to make his court to the tyrants of.theday, 
cannot be doubted ; for in all his former works, if 
he has occafion to fpeak of the Chriftian religion, he 
does it in decent, if not refpedlful language. In his. 
Rights of Man, for in fiance, he extols toleration, 
and obferves, that all religions are good ; but as foon 
as he had' got into his new-fafhioned? fLudy, a du&- 
geon, he difcovered that they were all bad, or. at leaft 
the Chriftian religion, and it was o£ the divers de- 
nominations of that religion that he before pretended 
to fpeak. When he faid that all. religions were good, 
he was an abominable hypocrite, or be is one now, 
when he tells us that the Chriftian religion is a vexy fc 
bad one. Either he difguifed his fentunenfcs to. de- 
ceive the Englifh, or he ha&iince donefo to.deceiye 
Denton and Kobefpierre. Tom knawa the value, of. a 
charader for confiflency too well to run the rifle of 
lofing it, unlefeupon a preffing emergency.: but the 
guillotine was yet red with the blood of his comrades, 
and he well knew that there was but this one way of 
keeping his own corrupted flrearas within his veins. 

It will be faid by Tom's deiftical friends, tbat the 
Second Part of the Age of Reafon was written after 
bis releafement, and at a time when he was in no 
danger. Very true ; but the die was caft ; the Firfi 
Part was out, and there was no recalling it. He 
had openly attacked both Heaven and earth; he could 
do no more. One eflay at blafphemy was as good as 
a thoufand for eftablifhing his new pretentions to 
infamy ; but Thomas had now fomething elfe to at- 
tend to befides his reputation ; I mean his belly .— 
The ufual means of fubftfteijce had failed : hp was no 
longer a great Reprefentative of a great and fr& 

people. 
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people. The handful of' affignats he receive^ daily 
were gone to fome more ftaunch patriot; and the old 1 
itights of Man was left to dine where he could. As 
tb political drugs, Thomas's were grown out of 
yogue in France, as much as they now are in this 
country ; his Conftitution was declared to be the 
nioft ft upid performance that ever iffued from a lick; 
tirain, and its author fell into difcredit as rapidly as 
He had rifen to fame *. Among thoufqnds of others, 
He experienced the fudden change in the opinions ofl 
the volatile Parifians : from being a fort of demi- 
god; he was become the moft degraded thing in na- 
ture, a poor, half-flarved, defpifed- pretender to re- 
Oown. Betides, the Conftitution that was now com- 
ing into play, with a Council of Youngfters, and * 
Council of Elders, and five Kings, ele&ed' by peoph 
of fome property , or, at leaft; fome qualification, was 
what Tom never could defend with his right of uni- 
yerfal fuffrage and continual, infurrecSHon ; and, for 
once, he had the prudence to hold his tongue, 

Tom's fate in Prance was nearly what it had been 
in America ; when it was no longer neceffary to cm- 
ploy him, he funk into negledt Happy if he could 
have ceafed eating when his infurredhon talents be*- 
pame ufelefs ; but as he could not, he muft continue 
\o write : and as he was in a country where he was 
permitted to revile none but the Almighty, the Al- 
mighty he reviled. The prefent of poifon he has 
fent to his " fellow- citizens" of America, is not 
therefore fo much the work of choice as of neceffity. 
The Second Part of the Age of Keafon he wrote for 
a living, and the Firfl Part he wrote for his life* 

* InfurrtHUn, revelvtipn, confiitiaien, a knowledge in all theft 

Sort* to be a necellary qualification in a profeflorof the Rights of 
w* Tom Paine understood the firft perfectly well ; he had a 
^mattering of the fecond; but as to the third, he was, a&d if alive 
p, tfeftll* igneffc* 

> - ' Thofe 
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Thofe who prefer a few years of life to every thing, 
elfe, may find an exeuje for this degraded man r it 
is impoflible for any of us to fay how we fhould ad 
at the foot of the guillotine. But what fhall be faid 
to thofe, who, prefTed by neither danger nor want, 
make uncommon exertions to fpread Ins infamous 
performance among the ignorant part of their coun- 
trymen, and thereby fow in their jninds the feeds of 
vice, inquietude, and defpair ? Again ; deifts rngy 
find fpme apology for doing this; but who will dare 
to become the apologift of thofe bookfellers, who, 
prQfeffors of the Chriflian faith, throw out this bait 
of blafphemy to catch unwary comers, and, fmiling 
at their limplicity, pocket the dirty pence ? Such 
men (and they are but too numerous) are like the 
Hollander on the coaft of Japan, who, to outftrip 
others in trade with thp patjves, tramples on the 
crofs of his Saviour *• 



Epitaph on Tom Paine -f~. 

When the wight who here lies beneath the cold earth ? 
Firft quitted the land that had given him birth, 
He commene'd the apoftle of fioodlhed and ftrife, 
And praclis'd the trade to the eAd of his life. 
Sedition and nonfenfe and lies to difpenfe, 
He took up the title of " Old Common Sen/e ;" 
Taught poor honeft men how rich rogues to keep under, 
Excited to pillage, and fliai 'tl in the plunder ; 
But when there no longer was plunder to ftiare, 
His " common fenfe" led him to feek it elfewhere. 
To his countrymen now he return'd back again, 
The wronger of rights and the righter of men \ 

* I know a printer and bookfeller who has taken for his fign 
thepielure of the blafphemer Paine. This undoubtedly is to in- 
form the amateurs of infurrection and infidelity that they may be 
fupplied within. It is no more than fair to impute this intention 
to him who hangs out fuch a fign. When Katterfeho placed the 
picture of the Devil over his door, it was to inform people that 
hell was to be feen in his honfe. 

f At the time this was written it was generally believed that 
PaiUe' was dead. 

He 
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fete told them they ftill were a nation of flaves, 
That their king was a fool, and his minifters knaves $ 
And the only fure way for the people to thrive 
Was to leave neither one nor the other alif e. 
But Thomas, who never knew when he fhould ftop, 
Went a little too far, and was catch'd on the hop. 
In ftiort, 't was determin'd that poor Tom fhould lofe 
His ears at a poft, or his life in a noofe. 
«' Old Common Senfe" boggles, -then fkulks out of fight, 
Then packs up his rags and oecamps in the night. 
His arrival at Paris occafions a f£te, 
And he finds in the den of aflaffins a feat. 
Here he murders, and thieves, and makes laws for a feafon ; 
Is cramm'd in a dungeon, and preaches up — " Rea/btt," 
Blafphemes the Almighty, lives in filth like a hog, 
Is abandoned in death, and interr'd like a dog. 
Tom Paine for the Devil is furely a match : 
In hanging Old England he cheated Jack-Catch ; 
In France (the firft time fuch a thing had been feen) 
He cheated the watchful and fharp Guillotine ; 
And at laft, to the forrow of all the beholders, 
He march'd out of life with his head on his fhoulders. 



French Generofity. 

On the 27th of April lafl, there appeared, in the 
Philadelphia Gazette, an order, fa id to be ifiued by 
the French Convention (I lump the five Kings and 
Council of old ones and Council of young ones all 
together), to the commanders of their privateers, con- 
cerning the papers of Mr. Spillard, the famous tra- 
veller. The perfon who fends this article to Mr. 
Brown, requefls him to publifh it, as " it will be 
" acceptable to every friend of the French nation, and 
" of ufeful difcoveries" 

Before we fay any thing about the order itfelf, we 
ought to obferve, that it is publifhedto give plea- 
fure to the friends of the French, by extolling 
French generofity. The friends of ufeful difcoveries 
too are to be obliged ; and the paragraphift fcems to 
hint, that thofe who are friends of the latter muft be 
of the former. I muft allow that the French have 

made 
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made feveral new difcoveries, as, fotinftance, .<brcg<i 
loans, aflignats, the maximum^ requifitions, revolu* 
tionary tribunals, T feftivals <to ' Reafon, drowning- 
boats, (hooting eft mqffe, and the renowned guillo- 
tine. While Spillard has been employed iri exploring 
the badi palrts of America,- the?Erenfch have, .been 
employed in exploring b&tfo babk and belly parts 6( 
the human body : they* have 1 been cutting 6ff"the 
breafls of women and fccrets of men; they haw; 
been tearing out the heart -from the breafivand the 
embryo from the womb. T Thefe are certainly difco- 
veries ; but, I imagine, the ".' friends of . France'* 
alone will think them "luftfuF*,Q&c&. 

Now to the getieroriS'Otder. After having run on 
a long while, in the ufual bombaftical cant of the 
Convention (but with lefs vaunting than formerly), 
the order fays : 

" As a philofophfcal 1rav*Her, he knew the 
" chances of war : he knew how formidable the cou- 
" rage of the French was. By venturing on fea to 
" reach bis country, he undoubtedly puts his con- 
** fidence in the generofity of a great republic^ found- 
" ed upon the love of virtue, Ah&fciences, and arts. 

"No, JSpillard's hopeifhall (not be in vain ; aod, 
" to have recapitulated here his interefting labours, 
" is fufficient to be convinced of the readinefs of. his 
" captors to fcflift the views of theGovernment. Th#t 
" is a debt which they willacquit in the name. of 
" the Republic; a great lejfon which they will give to 
" our enemies, and a great claim to the glory -.'which 
" they will acquire; for a g ood afiion. deferves as 
" much at * »great vidfeory." 

; The Convention could not, all at once, leave .off 
their old flyle. We.muft yet be dunnfed with the 
formidablenefs of French courage ; .and poor Spill ard 
"muft be called a philosopher, a/name now.fynony- 
mous with cut-throat. They miift yet keep up tbpir 
cant about &great^ republic, and rtheirlove of virtue 

and 
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and of the arts and fciences. We have indeed feen 
fome few inftances of the force of their genius, and 
of their application, in the difcoveries above enume- 
rated ; but how long is it, I would be glad to know, 
fince they have become the patrons and prote<Siors 
of the arts and fciences ? 

I have a bbok lying before me from which I fhali 
here borrow a fa6t or two. The library at Aney was 
crammed irito hogftieads ; at Narbonne the books 
were fent to the arfenal ; at Fontaine le Dijon the 
library of the Feuillants was thrown afide as wafte 
paper. Many of the libraries of monks contained 
editions printed in the firft days of the art of print- 
ing ; books, fold in France for a few crowns, were 
fold in London for 125 guineas. A clock en mala* 
chite was fold for a trifle, though the only one ex- 
ifling. They mutilated or deftroyed all the famous 
ftatues, one in particular that coft 200,000 livres* 
At Pont MoufTon, a large picture, which connoif- 
feurs offered to cover with guineas as its price, was 
fold for lefs than two. At Nancy, in the fpace of a 
few hours, they broke and burned to the value of 
100,000 crowns in books and piftures. At Lyons 
8 co antique medals of gold were thrown into the 
crucible. The antiquities of Aries were defiroyed 
to come at faltpetre. 

One member of this Vandal Convention propofed 
to deftroy the portal of St. Denis ; another wanted 
to kill all the rare animals in the Mufeum of Natu- 
ral Hiftory ; a third faid he did not like learned men, 
and that the term was fynonymous with ari Accra t ;- 
a fourth propofed, that foldiers might be promoted 
to generals, without being able to write : to con* 
elude, one of thefe monfters faid, that all men of 
genius fhould be guillotined. 

Thefe are lovers of the arts and fciences ! Thefe 
are the Rsprefentatives of that grqat republic to 

whofc 
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whofe generous forbearance Spillard is to owe thd 
recovery of his papers. Amazing change ! Tbefc 
people, who burnt Horace and Virgil becaufe they 
had been encouraged by kings, and who'deftroyed 
the royal library, merely becaufe it was royal, are 
now ufing their utmoft endeavours to prcferve the 
papers of Spillard for the life of a king % and, oh 
ye gods ! for a King of England too ! — a " defpof ;'* 
with whom they were " never to make peace, till 
" he begged it on his knees, with a halter about his 
" neck !** 

Kind, forgiving, generous fellows ! Ilow are they 
reformed ! They who, in the beginning of the war, 
feized on the property, even to the very clothes, of 
all the Britifh fubje&s who happened to be in 
France, and threw their perfons into loathfome pri- 
fons, where hundreds of them perifhed ; they who, 
in the days of their fuccefs, iffued a decree for mur- 
dering every Briton taken in the field of a&ion ; 
they, whofe cannibal agents dug the half-rotteu 
tody of the brave General Dutidas from the grave, 
ahd hung it on a gibbet — yes, thefe very people are 
tiow uncommonly folicitous to fave, for an Englifh 
gentleman, the little memorandums he rpay have 
made in his travels ! 

How fhall we poflibly account for all this ? Let 
us fee if the clofing fentence of the extradl I have 
given from their order, will not throw fome light 
on the matter. " This will," fay they, "give a 
ic great lejjon to our enemies ; for a good aftion defer ves 
cc as much as a great vidlory" So, fo ; daddy Mer- 
lin is coming round, is he ? A great leflbn of gene- 
rofily is to be given to their enemies, and this good 
station is to yield them as much as a great vidtory ? 
This \% what you may call coaxing. No, no ; none 
of your good adlipns ; keep them for your friends^ 
and your great victories for your enemies. 

And 
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And do I live to fee the Grande Convention Fran- 
foi/e wheedling " the nation of Jhopkeepers ?" — the 
people of that devoted Carthage, which they pro- 
mifed us they would deflroy ! They may wheedle 
long enough : Pitt has not forgotten that his head 
was to be brought before ;them, as a preliminary to 
any peace they might grant to the " fhopkeeping 
" nation :" he has not forgotten that they guillotined 
him in effigy along with his Royal Matter. 

When the reader compares their patronage of the 
arts and fciences, in their own country, and their 
generofity fhown towards the Englifh, in their pro- 
fperous days, with their pretended motives let forth in 
this generous order, I am perfuaded he will attribute 
their change of conduit to the proper caufe. 

Pray, then, Mr. Brown, the Gazette-man, let us 
hear no more of your French generofity. For fharae, 
Sir ! how can you fuffer your fine large Gazette to 
talk about French virtue ? Tell your correfpondent, 
if he fhould pefter you with fuch another paragraph, 
that the bore is difcovered ; tell him that the cc friends 
" of France" are very much reduced in numbers, 
and are daily and hourly decreafing. Tell him, above 
all, that nothing can keep the fans-culotte caufe 
alive but an immediate fupply of the ready ; that 
the " friends of France" are not to be fatisfied 
with mere founds of generofity ; that fraternity 
and flattery go but little way at the fhamblesor 
the grog- fhop ; and that, in fhort, flour-merchants 
or not flour-merchants, they all prefer " folidpud- 
" ding to empty praife." 



Remarks on the poetical Works of John Swanwick of 
Philadelphia. 

In the laft Cenfor I made my readers a fort of 
half promife to give them fome account of thepoeti- 

vol. in. dd cal 
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cal works of Mr. Swanwick ; and I am now prepar- 
ing to fulfil it. 

Thefe works arc as yet confined to a poem, which 
is to be found in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
June, 1795, publilhed by Sylvanus Urban, of the 
city of London. The reader will be furprifed that a 
poem, written in Philadelphia, fhould be exported 
to England for publication : I was and am yet fur- 
prifed at this; and fiill more, that Citizen Swan- 
wick fhould fend his works to the editor of a Gen- 
tleman *s Magazine. He had heard, I prefume, that 
this is the repafitory of moil of the little fugitive 
pieces written by men of learning and genius, and 
fo he condefcended to enrich it with a piece of his 
own. This was certainly generous in him, if we 
recollect what a hatred he has for all that is gentle- 
manlike. 

The poem is entitled, " The Profpeft of feeing 
" the Fine Arts flourifli in America." After hav- 
ing fpoken of the epoch when the artifls of Ame- 
rica (hall flay at home " to finifti the glories of the 
" rifen day of Columbia," our author, by a happy 
tranfition, turns our eyes to what we already pof- 
iefs : 

" Bnt fee whzt Jtowrets we already claim, 

44 What lovely harbingers of future fame ! 

" Behold philofobby y % bright temple rife, 

" And fanes to learning every where furprife; 

M What fchemes of charity the foul excite 

" To ac"h of bounty and unmix'd delight .' 

44 Some to the jail with pitying fleps repair, 

11 To minifter to woes that languijh there ; 

44 Others the bed of raging illnefs fmooth, 

44 And the worft pangs of human forronjj footb" 

Thus, then, Jihemes of charity, vifithtg tkejail^ and 
miniftering to thefick, are, by Mr. Swanwick, called 
" flowrets, the lovely harbingers of fame;" and 
hence are to lpring the fine arts. Never did I be- 
fore 
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fore hear that poor-houfes, jails, .an&fick-beds were 
places for cultivating or encouraging the fine arts. 
Mr. Swanwick may thefe pradife fine arts, perhaps 
fuch as are neceflary to gain him votes at an election ; 
thefe are very fine arts indeed. But flop ; there are 
more of thefe arts to come yet : 

" Some to fair Freedom living altars raife % 
" And bid the negro celebrate her praife ; 
" Others the farmer with their cares embrace, 
" And pay due homage to his ufeful race ; 
** Some manufaflurers and their arts protect, 
* " Others humane eftablilhments erect. 
" But ceafe the Mufe /— — " 

Our poet alludes to the Negro Society, or Abolition 
Society, as it is called ; and I am ready to allow it a 
place among the harbingers of the fine arts. This 
fociety is, indeed, a nurfery for fomc of the fineft 
arts ever pradtifcd either in Europe or America. But 
how comes our author to number farming and manu- 
facturing among his fine arts ? Ploughing and grub- 
bing, and making anchors and cables, or grinding 
fnufF, or boiling up fugar ; thefe do not fecm to me 
to be fine arts. After thefe come " humane efiablifh- 
" ments;" and, though thefe had been before enu- 
merated, Mr. Swanwick muft thus fum them up to- 
gether, andexprefs them over again, for fear we 
ihould imagine that he did not look on them as 
mere tricks of art. Mercy on us ! Who ever heard 
before, that humane efiablifhments were among the 
hot-beds of the fine arts ? 

So much for the vein of abfurdity running through 
this metre — now to the nonfenfe. 

Miniftering to woes may be a fine art ; but when 
we are told that thefe woes languijh, what are we 
to think of the fine artift ? To languijh is to fine 
away, to droop, to fink under ajflifiion. Now, can it 
be fa id that a woe fines and droops ? Let us change 

DD2 the 
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the principal words in this line for fuch as are fyno- 
nymous with them, but rather more familiar, and 
wc fhall be ftruck, nay, knocked down with the 
nonfenfe — 

" To fuemtr fains that fine in the jaiL ,r 

I could fay fomething about the raging illnefs of 
forrow, and forrow Jiretched upon a bed too ; but I 
haften on to the living altars of Freedom. The poet 
tells us, that the Slave Society raife living altars to 
Freedom, and then bid the negroes celebrate her 
praife. Now, what are thefe living altars? Why r 
the perfons freed, the negroes themfelves ; and fo, 
thefe kind gentlemen bid the altars praife the god- 
defs ! They will fland in no need of prielis, at any 
rate. 

With refpe£l to the farmer, I will leave it to the 
experience and good fenfe of the reader to deter- 
mine, whether it be either ufual or fitting to pay ho- 
mage to the race of him whom we have taken under 
our care and patronage. Our poet often makes ufe of 
figures of rhetoric, but that of the gallimatia is the 
only one he has perfectly at command. It requires 
neither learning nor tafte to difcover that he has a 
plentiful lack of both. 

Butler, in remarking on the verfes of the would- 
be poets of his time, lays they made one line for 
fenfe and one for rhyme. It is certain that this is 
a raoft lure mark of fterility ; but our little man 
goes a ftep further, or rather falls a fiep fhort, of 
this: he has one line for thyme, and the other for 
nonfenfe. 

This piece of rhyming profc I do not fcraple to 
pronounce the moft miferable attempt at verfifica- 
tion that ever appeared in the Gentleman's Ma- 
gazine ; nor can I perfuade myfelf that the editor 
would ever have acquitted it without a douceur. It 

appeared, 
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appeared, indeed, to have experienced fome confi- 
derable delay ; for it is dated in 1788. Certain I 
am, that if old Sylvanus Urban had been acquainted 
with our little author's principles in politics, he ne- 
ver would have fuffered his chiming to enter his re- 
pofitory. 

Had this piece been Scratched out in a hurry, and 
fent away to the newfpaper, one might have winked 
at its faults, one might have yawned over its infipi- 
dity, and thrown itafide ; but here is a fiudied trap 
for fame ; this poor dull morfel had been copied 
over a hundred times, perhaps, before it was fent all 
the way to Old England. I think I fee the little 
poet now, fcratching his head and gnawing his 
pen, telling his fingers and fearching his rhyme- 
book. Alas ! Mr. Swanwick, people do not make 
poetry this way. They may hammer out lines till 
they clink; but as to poetry, it never was hammered 
out of a dull brain. 

What is mod laughable, is, to hear the little man 
calling out upon the Mufe — " But ceafe the Mufe f 9 
As much as to fay that the Mufe had infpired the 
fmall-beer verfes we have above extracted ! It is 
with rapture I hear Milton invoke the heavenly 
Mufe, or Shakefpeare wifhing for a Mufe of fire ; 
but when, at the end of fifty lines of vapid metre, 
I hear the little whiffling poetafter calling on his 
Mufe to ceafe her courfe, a fneer cbntradis the muf- 
cles of my nofe, in fpitc of ail my complaifance and 
jcompaffion. 

If Mr. Swanwick reckons the noble art, taught 
4>.y the famous Martinus Scriblerus, I mean the art 
of finking in poetry ; if he reckons this among the 
fine arts, I congratulate him on having brought it to 
perfection, for he has certainly rolled from the very 
bottommoft ftep of the Bathos. 

Thus it is to be a pretender to univerfal genius, 
without having any genius at alL Inftead of get- 
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ling renown, a man gets himfelf laughed at. It is 
a real misfortune. Mr. Swanwick might have been 
happy all his days as a tide-waiter ; but, from his 
dabbling in a variety of arts for which he is not caU 
eulated, he will mod probably prefcrvc through 
life that character fo defpicable among partifans— 
4i a Jack of all trades, and mqfter of noqe." 



French Fraternity. 

Since the autumn of 1793, we have heard talk 
about little elfe than Britifli depredations on the 
American commerce. Moft of the newfp^pers have 
been crammed with philippics againft the Britifl* 
Government on this account ; the nation have beea 
called thieves, and their King the great fea-robber. 
This was not very decent language ; but even this 
was furpafled by certain members of Congrefs, who 
feemed to vie with each other in the ufe of that fort 
of rhetoric ufually called Billingfgate. I have their 
lpeechcs now before me, but the extracts I would 
wifh to^give from them are too lengthy, and I 
ihould tie forry to mutilate fuch elegant com- 
positions. 

1 am the lafl on earth that would attempt to jufiify 
injuftice ; I cannot therefore be thought to approve 
of the depredations of the Britifh ; but at the fame 
time I know they have been a thoufand times falfely 
accufed, that every art has been made ufe of to ex- 
aggerate their violences, that the number of veiTels 
taken by them has been counted fifty times over, and 
that language has been imputed to them which they 
never held. 

Nor can the Britifh be juflified by faying that 
they have done no more than imitate the French ; 
but we mud be permitted to wonder that the depre- 
dations of one nation fhould excite fuch a lively re- 
fcntrnent as to pufh the country within a hair v s 
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breadth of a war, while equal depredations on the 
part of France fhould excite nottheleaft difcontent, 
except among the merchants immediately feeling the 
lofs. At the very moment that the members of Con- 
grefs were execrating the fea- robbers of Britain, and 
ordering General Con fi feat ion and Admiral Embargo 
to take up arms againft them ; at this very moment 
the depredations of our dear, generous, humane, and 
pure-fingered allies had committed greater havoc 
and a6ls of difhonefly than "the King of pirates" 
(to ufe a legiflative expreflion) or his fubjefts had 
ever done. I have in another work quoted the Re- 
port delivered to the Houfe of Reprefentatives on 
this fubjedt, ftating " that the French had not only 
*' been guilty of depredations equal to thofe ©/"the Brir 
** tifh, but that they had, belides, violated the 
*' treaty between the two countries, and had, 
^ moreover, cheated the American merchants by 
*' difcharging in depreciated aflignats a contract 
" which fhould have been difcharged in coin.'* 

When this Report came to be examined, every »«- 
corrupted man was afloniihed to hear members fall 
upon the Britifh tooth and nail, while they were 
ready to give the baifer fraternel to the robbing Car- 
magnoles. One £id, that as to the depredations 
of Fraqcc, "foine allowance mull be made for a great 
" nation, combatting in the caufe of liberty* and that 
" he made no doubt that magnanimous people would 
«* be ready to make every juft compenfation." This 
was the reafoning of thofe times, and fo an Envoy 
was fent to obtain redrefs from Britain, and which 
by the treaty is obtained ; but ibme allowance was 
made for the great nation who was fighting in the 
caufe of liberty, and therefore all account againfi; 
her died away. 

The merchants, however, though generally par- 
tial enough towards the grande Republique, ftill recol- 
lected the lofs which has been ever fincc increafing. 

d d 4 Thete 
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Thefe men are too well acquainted with book-keep- 
ing to be real good republicans a la Frangoife. They 
were as ready as anybody " to make fome allowances* 
for the exceflcs of the French, provided always that 
thofc allowances did not come out of their pockets. 
Their exceflcs in the Low Countries, their robbing of 
the merchants at Amflerdam, fet the bells to ringing 
at Philadelphia ; but when they came to lay their 
fraternal fingers on the Philadclphians themfelves, 
oh ! then they were fad rogues, and fo the merchants 
fend a Memorial to Congrefs. — Now we fliall hear 
their own hiftory of the affair. 

" The Memorial, &c refpeftfully Jhoweth, 
" That the Memorialifts, and divers others in the 
'" regular courfe of their trade in the years 1793, 
" 1794, and 1795, inverted large fumsof money in 
t€ provifions and other merchandifes fuited to the 
" Weft Indian market, and fent them thither, where 
" many cargoes were fold to the officers of Colonial 
*' Adminiftration of the Republic of France, to be 
<< paid for.in cafh or colonial produce; many others 
" were takep by force by the faid officers, from the 
" iupercargoes and confignees, at prices arbitrarily 
i€ fixed by thcm/elves, to be paid for in produce at rates 
lt and terms of predit fixed at their pleafure ; and 
" that others have been arrefied on the highjeas, car- 
u ried into their ports, and taken for the ufe of the 
" Republic, without any ftipulated price or contract; 
" that your Memorialifls confidently believe that 
" the amount of property belonging to the citizens 
" of the United States, thus delivered to and taken 
" by the adminiftrative bodies of the French Repub- 
" lie in the Weft Indies, exceeds two millions of doU 
" lars novj in arrear, for which your Memorialifls 
41 and others concerned have no mode of obtaining 
" payment, fatisfa&ion, or rcdrefs. That the ufual 
" courfe is, after taking the cargo, by force and 

" durefe* 
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h durefs, to detain the veflels under pretence of pay- 
" ing in produce, until the matters and crews arc 
" wearied with idlenefs, ficknefs, delay, and in/ult t 
" fo as to be willing to return either altogether with- 
" out pay, or with iuch fmall portions thereof, as 
". fcarcely to pay the freight and charges occasioned 
" by thele long delays ; whereby in moft inftances 
€€ the whole capital has been left behind; and in 
" thofe inftances where a confiderable part of the 
" cargo has been paid for in colonial produce, the 
*' expenfes of demurrage have confumed almoft the 
" whole, as by vouchers ready to be laid before the 
€ * Houfe or a Committee thereof will abundantly ap- 
!' pear. 

" Your Memorialists further fhow, that fome of 
* f the earlieft iufferers among them applied perfon- 
" ally and by memorials to Citizens Genet, Fauchet, 
" and Adet, the jirji and fucceeding Minijiers of the 
" French Republic, for redrefs, without obtaining it. 
" They alfo applied by memorial to the Preiident 
" of the United States, who referred them to the 
" Secretary for the department of State, whofe ad- 
" vice they purfued in committing their claims to 
" James Monroe, Efq. Minifter Plenipotentiary of 
" the United States to the Republic of France, at 
« the time of his embarkation. That although your 
c< Memorialifls are perfe&ly fatisfied that the exe- 
" cutive authority of the Union hath done all with- 
" in its power to procure redrefs to your Memorials 
< c ifts, yet it has not had the defired effe<51. 

" Your Memorialifls further reprefent that they 
sc had hoped that fome arrangement would have 
^ c been aflented to, whereby the debt due from the 
" Republic of France to the citizens of America 
" might have been difcharged out of the debt due 
<' to her from the United States, and under this 
V expectation they exercifed patience; but finding 
" that money funded and transferred to an agent of 
\ " the 
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" the Republic, all hope from that refourcc is va- 
" nifhed. 

" Your Memorialifts feel the more concern, that 
" while provi/ion has been made by the Executive of the 
" Union for obtaining from other nations a redrefs for 
" fpoliations committed on their commerce, no mea- 
" lures adopted have been fuceefsful for procuring 
" fimilar fatisfaftion from that nation which the 
" merchants* of this have ihov/n fo decided an affeEtion 
" to, by fupplying their iflands with provisions and 
€t neceflaries at a greater rijk than attended any other 
x '* branch of their trade — fupplies that were abfolutely 
" neceflary to their colonies, and which they could 
" from no other place nor in any other manner be 
" furnilhed with, 

" Your Memorialifts therefore pray that the Le-r 
c< giflature will take their fuffering cafe into confi- 
" deration, and afford them fuch relief and prqtec- 
u tion as to their wifdom fhall feem confident with 
" right and juftice." 

Some people will pity and others will laugh at 
thefe Memorialifts : the French republicans will be 
among the latter. Upon my word, it was very cruel 
of our dear allies : after having received fuch proofs 
of our " fo decided affection" to cheat and infult us 
even more than the "great fea- robber" did! After 
the patriotic and affectionate captains had run the 
gauntlet, as it were, to' get into the ports of their 
dear friends and allies to fave them from ftarving, 
how filly they muft look to have their cargoes leized, 
and be themfelves thrown into a dungeon \ This 
was often the cafe. I have once before faid that the 
Carmagnoles called them, les capitaines a coup de 
bqton, or caned captains ; juft as their Convention 
called the Pruflians, les foldats a coup de bdton % or 
caned foldiers. Indeed they did often beat and kick 
thefc captains ; and though the poet tells us that fuch 
kind of blows wound honour more than any other, 
yet we have never heard this called a national dif- 
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grace : on the contrary, the more thefe fellows were 
kicked, the louder did they cry Long live the Republic ! 
and the more lies did they bring us in her favour. 

The hearts of the patriots at home partook of the. 
infenfibility of the backs and pofteriors of the gal- 
lant mariners ; and had it not been for this after-clap 
Memorial of the merchants, the whole would have 
funk into oblivion. 

Some perfons of extraordinary patriotifm went fo 
far as to apologise for the conduct of the French; 
as thus : " The mother-country, engaged in combat- 
" tingdefpotifm at home, and endeavouring to calm 
<? thpfe troubles which exift in her bofom, cannot 
« pay fufjicient attention to the filling the offices in 
" the iflands with honeft and upright chara&ers, 
" otherwife they certainly would not fuffcr the con-> 
'? dudt purfued. This ^ proved by the honourable 
" and very anifle payment for damages and demurrage 
" made to Americans detained in their ports. They 
" are therefore not implicated in the charge of de- 
f predation." (See the Aurora of 28th May, 1795.) 

Now Great Britain was at war in Europe as well as 
France was ; why then was not the fame apology ap- 
plicable to her ? But this apologift fays, that ample 
payment was made for damages, &c. If this be true f 
the Memorial ifts are miftaken, for they fay there are 
two millions of dollars yet unpaid in May, 1796. I 
know very well that the French promifed to pay 
amply : I recolleft that when Mr. Randolph's Re- 
port (the fubftance of which I have above noticed) 
was publiihed, it was accompanied with a note from 
his intimate friend Fauchet, declaring thercadinefsof 
the French Republic to make immediate compenfa- 
tion. This had the defired effed ; for though a 
fingle farthing will never be paid, the declaration 
was looked upon as an acknowledgment of the debt, 
and as a fecurity for the future; while the Englifli 
Minifler, not daring to make a promife which he 

was 
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was not fure would be fulfilled, was obliged to re- 
main filent, and his filericc was confidered as a proof 
that his court not only authorized, but was refolved 
to continue its depredations. But how deceitful are 
appearances! He that promifes every thing pays 
nothing, and he that promifes nothing pays every 
thing. 

Either the apologift tells us a falfehood, or the 
merchants tell us one. I have no great inclination 
to interfere with the matter : I leave them to fettle it 
between themfclves ; or if they ihould be obliged to 
call in an umpire, none is fo proper as the dear na- 
tion for whom they both have " tfiown fo decided 
" an affe&ion." 



New Difcoveries in the Regions of Corruption. 

In the introduction to this work, I promifed the 
public "to give an account of every democratic 
" trick, whether of native growth or imported from 
" abroad, to unravel all the windings of the pre- 
* tended patriots, and more particularly thole of the 
a flour-merchants" Under this engagement, I fhould 
think myfelf inexcufable, were 1 to remain filent at 
a time when, if new plots are not abfolutely difco- 
vercd, fuch are talked of in a manner calculated to 
excite general curiofity. 

Satisfied in my own mind, as I have long been in 
the habit of declaring, that there is a numerous fac- 
tion in this country adling under French influence, 
and even in French pay, I muft naturally rejoice at 
the difedvery of whatever promifes to be more fuC- 
cefsful than any thing I hax hitherto been able to 
fay in convincing the people of the exiftence of this 
faflion. Under this impreflion it is that I publifli 
the following article from the Minerva of New-York, 
and that I add fuch pblervations as appear to me per* 
tinent. 

Extras 
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JExtraSl of a Letter from an American, dated Paris; 
Feb. 14, 1796. 

" Could you imagine, my dear Sir, that any Ame- 
" rican citizens could be fo abandoned as to invite 
" France to attempt, by coercion, to prevent the 
4C free exercife of the judgment of our country con- 
" cerning its own interefts, and to awe it into a fur- 
" render of its own opinion to the mandate of a fo- 
4€ reign country ? Yet fo the fa6t undoubtedly is. — 
" Influential men on your fide of the water have, in- 
u vited the French Government tofteak to ours a decided 
" language againfi the execution of the treaty with 
" Great Britain, and even to go fofar as to claim our 
" guarantee of the French Weft Indies ; placing before 
" us the alternative of war with France or Great Bri- 
" tain. The idea has been liftened to by tfie Go- 
€€ vernment, and it has been in contemplation to 
" fend a new Minifter with a fleet to carry the plan 
" into effeft : though I am inclined to hope that 
<c it has been recently laid afide. The extreme em- 
li barraflments of the affairs of their country, ef- 
4C pecially with regard to its finances, and more fe- 
u rious reflexions on the hazard of driving us into 
■ €€ an election to take fide with Great Britain, as 
" well from the expofed flate of our commerce, 
" as from the refentment which fo dictatorial a con- 
" dud-t would naturally infpire, have at laft produced 
i( a halt ; and I truft that the hefitation which has 
" begun, will end in a refolution not to rifle fo un- 
IC juft and fo mad a proceeding. Would to heaven 
<c that the war was at an end ! For we fhall not be 
" fafe from the machinations of this wicked portion 
" of the globe till that event takes place. Juftice 
" and morality have fled from Europe — but, alas ! 
" pre they flying from America alfo ? / dare not 
" triift to this mode of conveyance the perfons fiippofed to 
" be the authors of this nefarious plot. But a few 
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" months may enable me to make the difclofure 
" with more certainty, where 1 can do it wilh perfect 
"fafety:* 

This intelligence, if true, at once decides the 
queftion of French influence and corruption ; it is 
therefore of the utmoft importance to forma corredt 
opinion concerning it. Let us firft fee what claims 
the letter itfelf has to authenticity, and then whether 
the alarming information it contains be corroborated 
by facls already known. 

The Gazette in which this extract firft appeared is 
remarkable for its impartiality. The editor is a man 
of much experience in his bulinefs, and enjoys a 
high reputation for candour and underftanding. It 
is not probable that fuch a man fhould be deceived 
with refpedl to the authenticity of the letter, and it 
is itill lefs probable, that he fhould be prevailed on 
to print it, not believing it authentic. The manner, 
toa, in which he introduces it to the public, feems 
to me to be a ftrong proof of his perfuafion, that it 
would be foon followed up with a more explicit ac- 
count. Indeed, had he pot believed that the whole 
affair muft finally come to light, it is hardly credible 
that he would have hazarded a piece of intelligence 
reflecting fuch indelible difhonour on a portion of 
his countrymen, and not capable of anfwering any 
good purpofe whatever. 

The editor has never fhown himfelf the enemy 
of France. He has not, indeed, like hundreds of 
others, approved of the maffacres in that country ; 
but the inftant thole maflacres ceafed, he contributed 
his dole of praife to the triumphant moderates. — 
He was among the firfl to oppofe the principles of 
the prefent Conftitution in France to thofe of our Ja- 
cobins ; and though he was mifiaken here, though he 
was oppoiing milchief to mifchief, themiftake proves 
that the prefent French Government had his appro- 
bation ; and as it flill continues the fame, it mull flill 

have 
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have that approbation. There is then no reaibn to 
fuppofe that he would lend his hand to a fabrication 
tending to difcredit the French Government. In 
truth, he is over-cautious in fpeaking of it. I f the in- 
telligence be true, the hardeft terms he has for the 
conduft of fuch an infamous and treacherous nature 
are, " utikindnefs and imprudence? A man who could 
fo for get the better of the feelings he muft enter- 
tain upon the fight of this intelligence, is rather to 
be fufpe&ed of a partiality for, than againft the 
French Government. 

The editor of the Minerva has, ; t is true, been a 
bold and able defender of the Britilh treaty ; he might 
therefore be fuppofed to be anxious for its fuccefk, 
as all men are zealous in a caufe they have decided- 
ly efpoufed ; but this caufe flood no longer in need 
of fupport when the extra ft appeared, the treaty 
having pafled the Houfe of Reprefentatives fixteen 
days before. Had this intelligence been a mere in- 
vention to ftir the people up againft the Opposition, 
or rather againft their deftrudHve projects, it fhould 
have made its appearance at the time when peti- 
tions were handing about for and againft the treaty. 
At that time fuch a battery might have been opened 
to good purpofe ; but after the treaty was fan&ioned, 
it would have been playing it off upon the defeated 
and the dead. 

In fhort, there is no reafon whatever to fuppofe, 
that the editor would have publilhcd the extract, 
believing it a fabrication ; and as it is almoft im- 
poflible he fhould be duped by any fabricator, we 
muft believe it authentic, efpecially when we fee the 
intelligence contained in it ftrongly corroborated by 
fadls already moft clearly and unequivocally afcer- 
tained. 

It is certain that every American who loves his* 

country, and who confequcntly feels a deep concern 
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for its honour, muft be fired with indignation upon 
hearing that " certain influential men on this fide of 
• c the water had invited the French Government to 
" force the Government of America to fet afide the 
" treaty, and that the French rulers had liftenedto 
« the propofal ;" but the editor of the Minerva muft 
excufe mc, if I think it rather furprifing, that he 
Jfhould imagine cither one or the other " impoffible." 
Says he, " It feems impoflible that any American 
" Citizens fliould be fo loft to all fenfc of virtue 
<c and duty, as to endeavour to bring upon their 
<c country fo great an evil ; and it feems lefs pro- 
cc bable, that the Government of France fhould fo 
" far forget our rights as an independent nation, 
" and be fo unmindful of the fpirit and genius of 
" freedom, as to be difpofed to follow the pernicious 
iC advice." Now the truth is, that what is here re- 
prefented as next to impoflible, is no more than a 
continuation of what we have been witnefles of du- 
ring four fucceffive years. 

In order to form a correct opinion as to the. pro- 
bability 6f the truth of the intelligence from Paris, 
we muft go back to the epoch when the ruinous and 
ruined French nation was firft called a Republic*, 
and trace down the chain of the machinations of its 
tyrants to the moment when the hoftile determina- 
tion, the ne ph^s ultra of impudence and of perfidy, 
is faid to have been formed. 

When BriJJot and his colleagues declared war 
again ft Great Britain, Holland, and Spain, they 
formed the plan of forcing this country to make a 
common caufe with them. For this ptirpofe Citizen 
Genet was fent out to replace Mr. Tcrnant, bring- 
ing with him the neceilary inftrudtions, and the 

* I fay called, becaufe France is no more a Republic in reality 
than Turkey or Morocco, or any other defpotic ftatc 
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flill more neceffary rouleaux of louis-cTors*. As it 
was forefeen that the Executive of the United States 
would refolutely oppofe the overtures for war, Genet 
was to effect by force what could not be effedted by 
perfuafion. If the Government of America was 
ready to aid the caufe of France, it was to be refpe&ed, 
but if not, it was to .be deftroyed by ftirring up the 
people to oppolition. 

Inftead, therefore, of coming diredtly to the feat 
of Government, the Citizen landed at one of the 
ports the moft diftant from it, and in a part of the 
Union the moft likely to be led aftray by his feduo- 
tive and feditious arts. On his arrival he found a pro- 
clamation of neutrality, ftridly forbidding the peo- 
ple of thefe States to do any thing contrary to their 
duty as a nation at peace with all the world; but, 
in place of acknowledging this right of a neutral 
nation, what did he do ? He iffued letters of marque 
and military commiflions : by lea he fent Americans 
to cruife on the Britifti, and by land to invade the 
Spanifh dominions. His journey through the fouth- 
ern States was a kind of triumphal proceffion, and 
he at laft made his public entry at Philadelphia 
more like a viceroy or a conqueror than a foreign 
xninifter. 

His introductory letter to the Secretary of State 
was a clear declaration of his intentions. " When," 
fays he, " the emiflarics of our common enemies are 
*/ making ufelefs efforts to neutralize the gratitude of 
" your fellow, citizens," &c. This language was 
an unequivocal proof that he defpifed the Prefident 



* Some time ago I had a note fent me, giving an account of 
the depofit as well as the removal of certain rouleaux, accompa- 
nied with a poem, entitled, " The Gonfeffions of Francois Louis* 
" d'or." The author has my thanks for both; but want of roonji 
has delayed their publication for the prefent. 

vol. in. £ £ and 
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and his proclamation of neutrality, and that he de- 
pended on the people for fupport. Accordingly, his* 
endeavours were all dire&ed towards this one objetf, 
exciting difcontcnt gnd difobediencc. 

Thole who had fucceeded in deftroying one Go- 
yernment by the infernal agency of Jacobin clubs, 
knew their utility too well to negledl employing 
them againfl: another. The Jacobins had hurled the 
King of France from his throne, and the democrats 
might hurl General Wafhington from his chair. It 
is fbmcthing truly fingalar, that a celebrated qflro- 
nomer and a Secretary of State, fhould be the Prefi- 
dent and Secretary of the mother- club in each coun- 
try; it is, however, a fa 61, haillj and Dumouriez 
once filled thofe honourable pofts in France, as 
David Rittcnlioufe and A. J. Dallas did in the firft 
club that was formed in America. 

On the plan, and at the reeommendatkm of the 
mother-club at Philadelphia, others were formed all 
over the Union. Their affiliations were as perfect in 
their nature as thofc of the Jacobins in France, or 
of the reformers in England and Scotland, and the 
principles and objedl of all were the fa trie. It w^uld 
be tedious to enter into a detail of their manoeuvres^ 
and difagreeable alfo, as it would not fail to bring 
to mind the condudl of many perfons who now wifh 
their folly to be forgotten. 

When the Citizen faw that the clubs were become 
numerous, and thought that things were ripe, he 
made an open avowal of his intentions of " appeal- 
cc ijng from the Prefident to the people/' This pre- 
cipitant avowal, di&ated by French vanity, happily 
difeoncerted all his plans* The he&oring Minifter 
was mistaken ; be thought he had the poor doltilh 
Parifians to deal with, but he was foon convinced 
of the contrary. The people of America, though 
their partiality for the French nation, and their ftill 

greater 
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greater partiality for what they then imagined to be 
the caufe of freedom, had Jed them into innume- 
rable fooleries, and diftiri&ions as unvvife as unjuft, 
fhowed, when it came to the trial, that they had 
too much love for their country, and for their friend 
and father, to efpoufe the caufe of a man who aimed 
at the deftru&ion of both *. 

From the moment the infolent Briflbtonian found 
himfelf baffled, his myrmidons began to cry havock. 
They attacked the citizens of Charlefton at the door 
of their playhoufe, cut the traces of their coach- 
horfes, wounded feveral perfons, and, if I am not 
miflaken, killed one or two. The militia were called 
out, and the city was firuck with terror. Not long 
after an American had his fknll cleft on board of one 
of their veflels, for a pretended injult to their tri-co- 
loured cockade. Many perfons of this city of Philadel- 
phia had the mortification to fee their peace-officers 
hacked with fwords in the middle of the fireet-f*. 
And yet we are now told, that u it feems impojfible 
" that the Government of France fhpuld attempt 
<l any thing againft our neutrality/' 

I know 1 fliall be told here to make a diftindtiott 
between the rulers in France and their minifters in 
this country ; and I would do this, if I faw the lead 
reafon for lb doing; if I were not well convinced 
that the latter have in no cafe furpafled their in- 
ftru&ions. The friends of the French Government 
make this diftindtion, and tell us that Genet was 



* The French republicans aflert, with their ufual infoleoce, 
that the people of this country began to exprefs their diflike t*> 
Genet only when they found he was recalled. This is falfe. Tht 
democratic focieties indeed played him this trick ; but the people 
expreflld their deteftation of his conduct, and that 90ft unequi- 
vocally too, the inftant he talked of his appeal. 

t How all the offenders came to efcape punilhmetit is a queftio^ 
to be put to the Governor of Pennfylvania and others, who ought 
to have feen the laws executed. 

U2 recalled 
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recalled for his mifconduft. The turbulent Minifter 
was indeed di/placed; but the manner of doing this 
fully proves, that it was a matter of expediency and 
not of choice. His matters, and the matters of un- 
happy France, could not reject the Prefident's re- 
quett, without difgufting the people of this country, 
who mutt: have looked on fuch a ftep as a decided 
mark of approbation of Genet's infolence ; nor 
could they call home without punifhing him. There- 
fore, at once to preferve the good-will of the Ame- 
ricans and avoid the punifhment of a man whofe 
condud they did in reality approve of, they dif- 
miffed him from his employment, and left him qui- 
etly amongft us, where, befides, it was poflible for 
him ftill to a£t, though unfeen, as thefhowman 
behind the canvafs gives movement and volubility to 
his puppets*. 

Let it be recolle6led too, that Genet was dif 
placed by Robefpierre and his crew, and I leave any 
one to determine whether the merciful Robefpierre, 
the very prince of cut- throats, could difapprove of 
the plans of our Long lflander. The gentle Robe- 
fpierre did indeed fend us word that it pained his hu- 
mane and generous foul to think that the Reprefent- 
ative of a great and brave nation fhould fo difobey 
its will ; but we fhould have afked this bloody vil- 
lain, what he would have faid, if Genet had fuc- 
ceeded in his " appleal from the Prefident to the 
" people.". Genet was difplaced, becaufe he had 
failed, and not becaufe he had attempted our de- 
finition. Robefpierre has been aptly termed the- 
fcape-goat of the Convention, in France ; and Genet 
may with equal aptnefs be termed their fcape-goat in 
America. 

rm i i 

* If fomc good foul would but give us a peep into th6 dif- 
ptches that now and then go over to Long Iliand, we! fhould, 
perhaps, fee fome more " precious coHfeflions." 

The 
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The infurre&ion in the weftern counties of 
Pennfylvania was undoubtedly a great evil, but 
much good has been derived from it. This infur- 
redtion was imputed to the machinations of Great 
Britain ; and as people's ears were all open to every 
thing, however abfurd, that was advanced againft 
that nation, it is not wonderful that many very 
well .■ aeaning men marched againft the infurgents 
with 1 full expectation of finding them under the 
co^-tt;. v:k1 of the Governor of Upper Canada. This 
was ; r uvng againft conviction certainly ; but what 
eii'-is «vill not men plunge into when blinded by 
prejudice and pricked on by revenge? Moft people 
were heartily afhamed of having been the dupes of 
this trick, long before the appearance of Citizen 
Fauchet's intercepted letter; but that truly ineftima- 
ble Eflay on bribery and corruption has placed the 
whole matter in a fair light, and, as the faying is, 
" clapped the faddle on the right horfe.'* 

Every man who feeks for truth and not for falfe- 
hood, will regret with me, that we are not in poC- 
feffion of the famous No. 2 and No. 6, mentioned 
in Citizen Fauchet's letter, and of the other difpatches 
preceding that letter. Had we the perufal of thefe 
precious pieces, we might enter into fome detail: . 
not having them, we muft content ourfelves with 
proceeding like mathematicians, from the known to 
the unknown. 

We know that the fame man who was Secretary 
to the firft Jacobin fociety in this country, and who 
afterwards denied his report concerning the " appeal 
" from the Prefident to the people ;° we know that 
this man is named in the intercepted letter, amongft 
the three or four who were balancing to decide on 
their party, when the overtures for money were made 
to the French Minifter. 

We know that all the leaders in the infurnSHon, . 
as well as their partifans here, were then, and are 

e e 3 now, 
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now, the decided fupporters of France in oppofition 
to Great Britain. If we look back to the meetings 
of the infurgent Committees, we fhall there find the 
names of two members of the prefent Houfe of Re-r 
prefentatives ; and if we turn to,the yeas and nays of 
that Houle, we fhall find them both voting againft 
the Britifh treaty, and oppofing every mcafureof tho 
Federal Government *. 

We know that poor Citizen Fauchet exprefied his 
fevere regret at the failure of the infurrc6tion ; and 
furcly we know that when a manexprcifes his regret 
at the failure of an enterprife, it is certain he wifhed 
it to fucceed. After having juiri fled the caufe of the 
infurgents, and whined out their difcomfit, he fays, 
u Thus will the Government acquire (lability, for one 
" complete fejfum atleafi ! Who knows what will be 
" the limits of this triumph ? Perhaps advantage will 
" be taken of it to obtain fome laws for Jlrengthening 
" the Government F I was tempted to throw in an 
alas or two here; nothing el fe is wanting to ren- 
der the patfage truly pathetic ; as thus : 4 My dear 
c maflers, in fpite of my teeth this Government will 
1 Lift onefejfion longer at leaft ! Alas ! who knows what 

* may be the limits of this triumph over our brothers ? 

* Perhaps the Government may be firengthened, and 

* then, oh hell! we fhall never be able to knock 
' it down/ 

Let the reader well remember, that thofe dreadful 
forebodings of Citizen Fauchet are to be found in a 
confidential difpatch, intended for the perufal of the 
Convention only. It is from documents like this, and 
not from public declarations, that we are to judge of 

■- ■ - ,*, . i ■ j . - -- - 

* When I faid in the Firft Part of the Bone to GWiu, that the 
enemies of Great Britain were invariably the enemies of the Fede- 
ral Government, the good democrats affe&ed to laugh at me : let 
them deny this now if they can. I defy even their impudence to. 
deny the fa£t. 

the 



MAY, 1796. 423 

the difpofitions of a foreign Government. Suppofe, 
for inftance, a letter from the Britifti Minifler had 
been ^intercepted, containing exprefllons of his re- 
gret at the fuccefs of tf)£ Government in quelling the 
infurreflion, and juftifying the condudl of the infur- 
gents— what would then have been feen ? Need I 
aflc this ? Poor man ! The Lord have mercy, upon 
him, if he had remained here after the difcovery. 
Our language is copious, and particularly in terms 
of execration ; but I am mifiaken if enough would 
have been found. Thofe who talk High-Dutch would 
have had an advantage, as it is faid a man can curfe 
harder in that language than in any other. 

Fauchet was recalled ; $nd as no mifcondudl was 
imputed to hirn, he went home, you fee. But here 
is one circunaflance that I muft beg the good reader 
to attend to, and that is, that Citizen Jofeph was 
called away after a defeat ', juft as his renowned pre- 
deceflbr was. As foon as it was known in France, 
that Father Jofeph's fatal difpatch had fallen iqto the 
frauds of the English Miniflry, it was perceived that 
the writer would become odious here ; that he would 
always be fufpc&ed by the Government, and that 
his friends would be afraid to truft their precious con- 
fejftons to his ear. How kind was it then to recall 
him, and fend another, whom rtQ mortal jnan could 
ever think of fufpedting ? Nq, certainly not ; it would 
be hard, indeed, to futpedfc a third. The mod un- 
fortunate gamblers reckon with confjderjee upon 4 
good throw out of three *. 

The 



* Having ftumblcd upon the word Gamblers^ it puts me in mind 
of the Faro Banks, Gaming Tables and Gambling Lotteries^ in 
all about two hundred, how in this city. Thefe noble inftitutiong 
we owe entirely to the French ; and when we add to thefe the pa* 
ganifli calendar, and the Age of Reafon, muft we not blufli to 
think that thefe generous eniighteners of the world are ftill obliged 

s E 4 to 
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The third (and I hope the laft) fair trial of tho 
ftrength of French influence was the attempt to fct 
afide the Britifli treaty. Here it failed alfo ; but we 
are not to conclude that, becaufe it failed, it never 
was made. For my part, I am confident the trial 
was made, and have not the Jeafl. doubt that it would 
Jiave fucceeded, had it not been for a difappointment. 

It would be yfelefs to repeat here what Jias been 
fo often faid refpe&ing the pondudt of poor Mr, 
Randolph, at the time of the ratification, or, to go 
over ^11 the manoeuvres of the partifans of France, 
from the moment the treaty firfi arrived in this coun- 
try till the meeting of Congrefs. Still lefs neceflary 
js it to enter into a detailed account of what has 
paffed fince that time, as it is frefh in every one's 
memory. One fad, however, I muft relate here, 
ps it is well worthy of attention. 

In the Cenfor for April, it was remarked, that 
u the petition againft the treaty, faid to be fign r 
" ed by fifteen hundred citizens of PhiladeK 
f c phia, was carried round for fignatureby a French- 
f € man.* 9 To this I have now to add, that in the 
State of New Jerfey, two Frenchmen went about fo- 
liciting fignatures to another petition of the lame 
import. The perfon who was fo obliging as to fur- 
jiifh this information, faw them at a public houfe 
prefling people to fign. He was himfelf prevaile4 
on to do fo ; but thinking, upon recollection, that 
he had done wrong, he returned to the houfe anc} 
Icratchcd out his name. Would to God that nunj- 
]Ders of his countrymen were as ready to correi£t 
their errors ! 



to cry out on our ingratitude t How much better are all thefij 
pretty things than the nafty broad-cloths and linens we get froni 
thofe fad dogs the Britifli ! And yet we make a treaty with them ! 
Ofye! ' ■ ■ - • ' 

Afte* 
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After having given this fliort iketch of the hiftory 
of French influence dowrt to the time when, as our 
Paris intelligence flates, it was to break out into ac- 
tion, let us compare that intelligence with the fitua- 
tion of things on this fide, of the water. A few fen* 
tences wilifuffice. 

The fqbftance of the Paris intelligence is this: 
€i that certain influential men in America had en- 
" tered into a negotiation with the French Govern- 
*' ment, the refult of which was, France was to 
* s oblige the Executive of the United States to aban- 
*' don the treaty with Great Britain, by threatening 
" it with a war in cafe of refufal ; but that this 
€( projedt, the writer believed to be laid alide on the 
" 14/A of February: 9 On the 24th of March, Mr. 
jLivingfton's motion patted by a majority of twenty- 
five. This was only 38 days after France had given 
up the projedt. On the 28th of April, 35 days 
later, this frightful majority changed into a minority, 
pnd the treaty patted very quietly. This was 6$ days 
after France had given up the proje&. So that it is 
poflible that this might be known when the latter 
vote was taken, and not when the former one was. 

I by no means pretend to fay, that any unfavour- 
able news from France had an influence on thefe 
votes ; on the contrary, I am, alas ! (as Citizen Fau- 
chet fays) too well convinced of the purity of the 
Oppofition, to fuppofe that they, or any of them, 
could be the " influential men" hinted at in the ex- 
tract. No, no ; God forbid I fhould think any fuch 
thing. Mercy on us all ! they, poor men, changed 
their votes becaufe their conftituents changed their 
notes. It is thefe conftituents who are to blame 
then, and, of courfe, the " influential men" are to 
be found among them. Now conftituents are every 
body, and every body is nobody ; and thus you. fee, 
reader, we 4II pf us draw purfelvfcs decently out of 
thp fcjrape. 

Letter 
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JLetter from Governor Shelby^ to Oliver Wov 
cott, Secretary of the Treafury. 
Sir, 
I have been informed, that in a letter addreffed by 
you during the laft feflion of Congrefs to the Chair- 
man of a Committee of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tivcs, you ftated, " that for want of a diftridt attor- 
ney in Kentucky, no duties could be collected ; that 
the Governor himfelf refufed to pay ; and that the 
people fheltered themfelves under his example. For, 
the fatisfa&ion of the public, I fhallflate a few fa£U 
concerning this bulinefs : I rented out my diftillery 
in Auguft, 1792 ; previous to which, no application 
had been made to me by any excife officer to meafure 
my ftills, or to take an entry of them ; I continued 
to rent out my ftills from that time until the latter end 
of the year 1793, and the tenants gave me their 
bonds to keep me indemnified from any demands 
ibat might be made on me for the excife during that 
period. I then took them again into my pofleffion^ 
*nd commenced working of them in January, 1794* 
About the month of April following, I was applied 
to by an excife officer (for the firft time) for the duties 
of that year. I informed him of the time I had taken 
my diflitlery intopofleffion, and that I did not con- 
cede any duties could then be due from the time I 
had commenced working my dilHllery ; which he ap- 
peared fatisfied with. He removed thortly afterwards 
out of the country, and there was not (to my know- 
ledge) an excife officer in it until about the month of 
January or February, 1795. I was then called upon 
to make an entry of my ftills from June, 1794, which 
I did immediately : After I had done this, the officer 
niked mc if I would pay the arrearages. I told him 
I did not know whether the law required it of mc, 
that I would take counfel on the fubjed ; and that \i 
I found the law did require it of me, that I 
would pay them on the fir it application, other- 
& wife 
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wife I would not. He faid he was not bound to call 
a fecond time to demand them : I told him if he did 
not choofe to do fq, he might execute His duty im- 
mediately, and take my property. This he did not do, 
but went away. I was fhortly afterwards advifed 
that the law would not compel me to pay the arrear- 
ages ; but when the duties from June, 1794, to June, 
1795,, became due, I counted out and laid by itfelf the 
amount of what was due from me for that period, 
that the officer, when he called again, might haveoc- 
cafion to flay as fhort a time as poffible in my houfe. 
No application of any kind has iince that time been 
made to me by any excile officer ; and I found upon 
inquiry that I could not procure a permit to remove 
whifkey which I had diililied between June, 1794, 
and June, 1795, owing to the want of an officer in 
the county. I have very lately been obliged to apply 
perfonally to the officer who is at this time a&ing in 
the county, to receive the taxes due from me for that 
period, and from June, j 795, to June, 1796. 

From this fiatement of fa$s, the public will find 
that your aflertion, as far as it concerns mc, is falfe ; 
and I believe k to be equally groundlefs, as far as it 
concerns thediftillers in general within this State. I 
have no doubt but that it will be found, upon an im- 
partial inquiry, that the diftillers have paid confider- 
able fums on account of the excife ; and that it has 
been owing to the negledl or milcondudl of the offi- 
cers of Government, that the duties have not been 
univerfally collected from June, 1794. 

It is a matter of indifference to me whether you 
fabricated your falfe flatement yourfelf, or received 
it from others : having made it, you are refponlible 
for the truth of it : but as the diftance between us 
renders a perfonal application to you impracticable, 
I fhall upon this, and all future occasions, where 
you may ufc my name improperly, take the liberty 

• of 
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of afTuring yon, in this public manner, that I defpifc 
. you moll heartily. 

Isaa'C Shelby. 



To Isaac Shelby, late Governor of Kentucky. 

Sir, 
Having very unexpectedly met with a publication 
of yours addreffed to Oliver Wolcott, I could not 
avoid reading it, becaufe I like to know whatever is 
laid to or of public officers in high flation; efpeci- 
ally by one who has been, or is himfelf in office. I 
found it was intended to refute a charge, which you 
fay was made againfl you, of having refufed to fay 
the excife. Judge then with what regret, as a friend 
of yours, I perceived, that your own words furnifh 
the fulleft evidence of your guilt. My dear Sir, I 
would have you confider (and I wifli I had been by 
you to have faid it, before you thus committed your- 
jelf), that the public, for whofe fatisfa&ion you were 
fo good as to write, is made up, as relative to your- 
felf, of two forts of people, that is to fay, friends and 
foes ; and that while you fhould xautioufly avoid 
furnifhing matter of fcandal to the latter, you fhould 
be no lefs careful not to render your defence too dif- 
ficult for the former. In the prefent cafe, Sir, the 
weight of this obfervation is felt with different kinds, 
but equal degrees of fenfibility on both fides ; there 
being much fubjeft of ridicule or flander, while 
there is but little ground for defence. For example — 
Had you faid, That as for what Oliver Wokott has 
feidof me, it is a damned lie ! and I defpife him, 
whether he made it or not i and added nothing more, 
your enemies could only have faid, that you were 31* 
inconsiderate, vulgar blackguard, which you know 
would have been true enough. But then your friends, 
admitting that, would have believed you, and all to 
a man would have flood up for your credibility. But, 

alas { 
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alas ! what are they now to think, what can they 
fay, when you ftate, as a part of the charge againft 
you (and the material part), " That the Governor 
himfelf refufed to pay ?" and in another place admit, 
that, when required to pay, you declined? — a modeft 
word for refufed^ to be fure. You wanted counfel— • 
if the law required it, you would pay ; otherwife you 
would not. You took counfel — you were advifed 
not to pay, and you did not pay, Now what were 
you charged with ? That you refufed to pay. — What 
have you admitted ? That you refufed to pay, — What 
have the popple done ? Refufed to pay. They too 
had legal advice ! Yet you tell Mr. Wolcott that 
the charge is falfc. You muft perceive, Sir, from all 
this, that it is as difficult to defend your reputation. 
for veracity, as it is to prove you a polite gentleman* 
Indeed, Sir, permit me to add, and be affured that 
I do it with much reluflance, that your friends, driven 
to defpair, find themfelves obliged to abandon you in 
both points to the pity or contempt of your enemies. 
Yet, Sir, there are other points in your cafe, which 
intercft them extremely, and upon which they pro- 
mife to beftow their heft endeavours, being fully im- 
preifed with the truth of an obfervation, that there 
are but few characters wholly deftitute of merit, or 
any caufe io bad, as not to furnifh fome favourable 
topics. 

You, Sir, have affumed as a part of the charge, 
" that the people fheltered themfelves under your ex- 
ample ;" and this you deny. Now, Sir, how much 
better it would have been, had you paffed this part of 
the fubje<ft over in filence! For you know that the 
people did refufeto pay ; but this, it is admitted, you 
do not mean to deny. You deny only, " that they 
fheltered themfelves under your example ;" and ad- 
mitting, alfo, that you were fo infignificant in com- 
mon eftimation, as to render your example of no in* 
fluence ; yet I find it impoflible, with all my ingc- 
3 nuity, 
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nuity, to defend your confeflion of the fa6l, from 
the imputation of wcaknefs, or to reconcile it to 
that love of notice and difiindtio'n, which is but too 
obvious to be denied, even in your addrefs to Mr. 
Wolcott. 

Again, Sir, it is faid, that your fiatcment of fa&s 
is partial and unconnected ; from whence is inferred 
your want of honefiy toward that public fop whofe 
fat is fad ion you profefs to make it. You may be fure 
that I demanded with promptitude an inftance that 
could give rife to fo grots a calumny as I then thought 
it. For, however irritable* imprudent, rafh, or rude, 
you may be, I could have vouched againft the world 
for your candour. What then raufl have been my 
confufion, when it was remarked, that you had taken 
particular notice that no officer had called on you 
to meafure or take entry of your flills, as an apology 
for not paying within a period, which the law made 
it the duty of the diftiller to call at an office and 
make entry of his ft ills ? Now, Sir, did you, while 
the law required it of you, as the owner of flills, 
make lawful entry at the office ? If you did, you 
ihould have faid fo. If you did not, then why do 
you reprefent that the officer did not do what you 
ihould .have done? 

Sir, there arc many other obfervations made on 
your letter, which the compafs I have prefcribed to 
rayfelf will not permit me to notice : at the fame 
time, there are others which are too flagrant to ef- 
cape attention. I have not a word *to fay about the 
conduit of the officers of excife, not even for Mr. 
Wolcott ; I leave that to themfelves and their betters* 
any further than I think you concerned. 

You fay, " it is a matter of indifference to you 
whether Mr. Wolcott fabricated his falfehood* or re- 
ceived it from others" — that he was equally refponfi- 
ble ; and that as you could not fee him perfonally, . 
you would tell him publicly, that you defpifed him 

moft 
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mod heartily— that is as much as you cotftd. Now, 
for'lhame I what a grofs idea you prefent us of your 
morality ! What ! make, no difference between a 
tttanV fabricating a falfehood, and his tranfmitticfg 
information in the line of his duty, which he might 
have received with evidences of truth fufficient to 
induce his belief! Is it, S\f t owing to this want of 
difcrimifiation in moral fubjedts, that you fb little r£- 
gard what you write yourfelf ? And do you believe 
that the public will as readily excufe you for a falfe- 
hood of your own rtiaking, as if you barely reported 
what you had heard and believed ? If you do, then 
wc can difcern your confiftency. If you do npt y 
then learn to judge as you would be judged. 

Having* Sir, thus gone over the mod embarraffing 
parts of your publication, and incidentally noticed 
fuch obfervations as have occurred, I find myfelf 
much relieved by the profpecft of ground much more 
tenable, and which I fhall now make hafte to 
occupy. 

It is this, Sir, that, although you have declined, that 
is, ref fifed to pay the excife, previous to June, 1 794, 
you txave entered your ftills from that time, and arc 
now difpofed to pay. Nay, fo anxious halve you been 
to pay, that lately you called on the officer for that 
purpufe. Now what can you fay, you vile calumni- 
ators ! againft Governor Shelby ? Dare you afk if 
he entered his ftills before the infurre6Uon in the 
weftern parts of Pennfylvania was quelled ? He 
tells you be entered them in 1795. Dare you afk, 
when he paid the firfl excife ? He tells you that he 
lately offered to pay it. Was this after he was told 
what Mr. Wolcott had faid of him ? Hufh your 
impertinence ! Was Governor Shelby a friend to 
the democratic focieties ? Did he countenance the 
proje<5t of Genet, to raife an armed force in Ken- 
tucky ? Let him alone ! he is on the ftool of re- 
pentance. Don't you perceive how much afhamed 

he 
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he is of his former conduit, and how he labours to 
excufe it ? Have you not already aflurances of his 
reformation ? Do you not difcern in him the 
timid finner who has not virtue enough to avoid 
a crime — nor effrontery fufficient to avow it ? 
Let him alone ! there is an attorney appointed to 
that diftridt ; , and fo long as he can be made to fear 
' the lafh of the law, the United States may count 
with certainty upon his fidelity. 

And now, Sir, if I have written as much to the 
public as yourfelf, I have your example for fo doing, 
which, if not my pride, muft be my apology *. 

A. B. 



Tlie Authors Complaint ;-*-The following complaint 
is taken from Brown's Gazette. " The author" is 
a hair-drefler, named Murdock, who (poor man !) 
dreamt, in evil hour, that he was born a poet. Of 
his play it may be truly faid, that it is the moft 
abominable nonfenfe that ever iffued from the fkull 
of a coxcomb, a republican coxcomb, who is always 
ten degrees more foolifh than coxcombs of any 
other fpecies. But, to the complaint. 

•* Mr. Brown, Knowing that a great number of 
citizens are daily expeiting to hear 4 The Triumphs 
of Love, or Happy Reconciliation/ announced for 
performance, it is requiiite they fhould be informed 
how that piece is lituated by a fair recital of fadts. 

" Occalionally vifiting the theatre, I was at times 
much difgufled to fee and hear pieces performed 
fo foreign to the circumftances of a republican people, 
which excited me, at my leifure moments, to throw my 
ideas into a train, to produce a drama, which would 



* This letter is now firfl: publiflied (in the Porcupine's Works), 
from the manufcript which was handed to me juft after Shelby's 
letter appeared in the public papers of Philadelphia. 

be 
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fce cotifonant to the ears of Americans. Upon ac- 
complishing a piecej and aware of the foible of hu- 
inan nature of being too partial to what originates 
with ourfelves, I put it for perufal into the hands of 
feveral perfons, moft of whom I knew to be judges 
of that peculiar fpecies of writing. It was returned 
with high encomiums. I was requefted by them to 
fubmit it to the managers of" the New Theatre. \ 
purfued their advice ; it lay with them fome weeks — • 
they finally rejected it. \ informed the gentlemen of 
their decifion; tney were not a little, fur pr if ed, and 
exprefled themfelves in terms of indignation : there 
matters refted — the piece was thrown afide, to fleep, 
as I fuppofe, the fleep of death. The flower w^s born, 
and born, as I expected, to blujh unfeen for ever from 
public view ; but upon the opening the New The- 
atre on the enfuing feafon, I was again requeued by 
the alluded to friends of the piece, to prefent it 
once more to the managers. I replied, it was in vain ; 
comparatively fpeaking, it would be like oppofing a 
feather to a ftrong north-wefler. I told them I thought 
I difcovered a confirmed temper in the managers to 
trample upon native productions ; they wiflied me to 

five it up to them, and leave it to their management : 
accordingly did. They waited upon the managers 
with it— were promifed by them to pay it due atten- 
tion. It remained with them a length of time with- 
out receiving a diredl: anfwer, though they were fre« 
quently importuned to give one, or return the play. 
At laft, beyond the eleventh hour, it was fhov % ed 
into the world moft unmercifully difledlcd, by what 
was called by the managers " neceflary expung- 
ing;" yet, notwithftanding its mutilated ftate, it 
was received with the Jlrongefl marks of approbation, 
by one of the moft refpedtable audiences the houfe 
ever contained. That, and the flattering compliments 
I had paid me the next day, joined with the defire 
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of many to have it printed, induced me to have it 
publiihed : by fo doing I am out of pocket. Some 
time agone 1 lent the managers afecond comfojition— 
a farce, in two a&s. I informed them how I was 
pircumflanced with refpe<5t to the firfl, and obferv- 
ed, if they played the two in concert, with fpirit, 
there was no doubt, that, in all human probability 9 
they would have an overflowing houfe, and would 
give, a ftart to the Jale of my firfl piece : but they 
were not difpofed to perform either. The reafons 
giVen were not fupported by the moft forcible ar-v 
guments. 

I fhall conclude, by aflerting to the managers, in 
the full face of the public, that the Triumphs of 
Love, or Happy Reconciliation, with the imperfec- 
tions which they or thofe who influence them, may 
charge it with, as it was well received in the firfl: ih- 
fhmce, has an undoubted right of taking its plate 
or chance in the early part of this feafon with other 



pieces *. 



The Author. 



The following is the letter received by the Com- 
mittee of Congrefs appointed to inquire into the 
fituation of the fon of General La Fayette : 
" Ramapagh, New-Jetfey, March 28, 1796. 
[translation.], 

" Sir, I have jufl: received the honourable refo- 
lution, which the merits of my father have procured 
for me. Deign to exprefs to the Reprefentatives of 
t;he people of America his gratitude: my youth for- 
bids me yet to fpeak of mine. Every day recalls to 



* In fpitc of all this, the poor barber's play, which, incredible 
as it may ieem, was worfe than the worft of Reynolds's or More- 
ton's, was condemned to everlafting obfcurity, 

a me 
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me what he taught me, at every period of his life, 
fo full of viciffitude, and what he has repeated in a 
letter, written from the depth of his prifon : * I am 
convinced (he fays), that the goodnefs of the United 
States, and the tendernefs of my paternal friend, 
will need nothing to excite them.' 

" Arrived in America, fome months fince, I live 
in the country, in New-Jerfey, occupied in the pur- 
fuits of my education. I have no wants ; if I had 
felt any, I fhould have anfwered to the paternal fo- 
Jicitude of the Prefident of the United States, either 
by confiding them to him, or by accepting his offers. 
I fhall hereafter confider it a duty to impart them 
to the Houfe of Reprefentatives, which deigns to 
inquire into my fituation. 

" I am as happy as a continual inquietude relative 
to the object of my firft affe&ions will permit. 1 have 
found benevolence wherever I have been known, 
and have often had the fatisfaflion of hearing thoie 
who were ignorant of my connexions, fpeak of their 
intereft in the fate of my father, exprefs their admi- 
ration of, and partake the gratitude I feel for the 
generous Dr. Bullman, who has done fo much to 
break his chains. 

" It is amid all thefe motives of emulation, that 
I (hall continue my ftudies ; every day more con- 
vinced of the duties" which are impofed by the good- 
nefs of Congrefs, and the names 1 have the honour 
to bear, 

" Geo. Washington Motier La Fayette, 
u The Hon. Edward Livingfton, 
" Chairman, &c" 

I have no objection to this young fprig of rebel- 
lion being fupported by the Whigs pf America ; they 
were weak and wicked enough to employ the father, 
and they QUght to have the charge of fupporting the 
children entailed upon them unto the third and 
fourth generation ; but I fee no reafon why thofe 

F F Z whQ 
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who never accepted of the fervices of the father; 
fhould be compelled to pay towards the maintenance 
of the fon. Why fhould the honeft and peaceable 
part of the people of America be taxed for the pur- 
pofe of giving a fplendid eftablifhment to a French 
boy i If Livingfton and others of the fame fiamp 
have fuch a regard for Fayette as they pretend to 
have, let them put their hands in their own pockets-, 
and not rob the farmers of America, who neither 
know nor care any thing about the defcendants of 
the wretch that betrayed his king, and plunged his 
country into mifery. That generofity is very cheap, 
which is gratified by giving away the money of 
others. There is, indeed, an apology for Ned Li- 
vingfton, who might probably put his hand in his 
pocket, twice before he would find a dollar ; but let 
him then fupprefs his generous feelings, till his own 
debts are paid, and not fquander away the money of 
the public. 

Befides, if the public money is to be beftowed on 
thofe who rendered fervice to the caufe of the re- v . 
bellion, why are not the poor Irifh and Americans to 
have fome fmall fhare of it ? How many hundreds 
and thoufands of the poor fellows who fought for 
" liberty ," have now the mortification to come beg- 
ging in vain for a trifling relief from the men for 
whofe exaltation they were fiupid enough to fa- 
crifice their time, their property, their health, and 
their limbs ? There are hundreds, who were com* 
miffioned officers even, during the whole of the rebel- 
lion, ^nd who are now in mifery the moft complete. 
As an inftance of this kind, I here infert the copy of 
a begging petition, which a moft miferable-looking 
creature preiented at my door about fix. weeks ago. 



To 
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" To Thomas M'Kean, Efq. DoBor of Laws, and Chief 
" Jujiice of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
€€ The humble petition of John Lochman, fur* 
rc gedn, daring the late war, in the army of the 
" United States, humbly fhoweth, that your pe«- 
" titioner, having almotl loft the ufe of his limbs, 
" by the exertions which he made, and the hard* 
" fhips which he fuffered in the glorious caufe vf IU 
" herty and independence ; and being now poor and 
" pennylefs,- having had his bed fold from under 
" him, and his aged wife, &c. &c. &c." 
Then followed this certificate : 
" We do certify, that we have long known the 
" above John Lochman, and that we know his cafe 
<f to be what it is iiated in his petition. 

(Signed) " Robert Harris. 

" John Steel. s • 

" Henry Hornberger.** 
€C I do not fee why charitable perfons may not contri- 
u hute to thefupport of the above John Lochman, and 
" I have given him a dollar ! (4J. 3*/. fterling.) 

(Signed) " Thomas M'Kean." 

<f Philadelphia, 
" 24/A Oftober, 1794." 

This requires 110 comment. It is a wholefomc 
leffon to thofe who may in future be tempted to bear 
arms againft their lawful fovereign. Had this poor 
man btcxizloyali/l foldier, he would not have been left 
to beg his bread in his old age, and to receive a pitiful 
alms from a little, upftart tyrant, whofe charity even 
i§ beflowed in a manner well calculated to kill the 
receiver of it. 



T fhall clofe this Cenfor with recording an account 
of the rejoicings for peace, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, in the year 1783. After the Reader has gone 
through it, let him recollect that, on the very fpot 
where the triumphal arch was ere&ed, and where 
z Louis 
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Louis the XVIth was thus flattered, even there, at 
this very moment, the citizens of Philadelphia are 
entertained, amufed, and delighted, with an exhibi- 
tion of this fame Louis XVI. fuffering, in effigy, 
under the axe of the guillotine, which forty tiipes 
a day fevers his head from his body, amidft the ap^ 
plauding ftiouts of thofe who Crawled to him like 
fpaniels in the year 1 783 ! A flriking inftance of the 
bafenefs and ingratitude of Republicans. 

Philadelphia. — In AJfembly, Tuefday> December ad f 
1783, A. M. 

The report of the Committee, read November 29th, relative to 
the preparations to be made for public demonftrations of joy, was 
read the fecond time, and adopted as follows, vifc. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Council concerning 
the public demonftrations of joy it may now be proper to autho- 
rize th this State, upon the definitive treaty of peace between the 
United States and Great Britain, beg leave to report, as the joint 
opinion of that Board and your Committee — 

That a triumphal arch be erected at the upper end of High or 
Market Street, between Sixth and Seventh Streets, tobt embelirflied 
with illuminated paintings and fuitable infcriptions ; and that fame 
fireworks be prepared for the occalion. 

That fuch an exhibition, in point of elegance, as well as in re- 
gard to the convenience and fafety of the fpectators, will prove 
ipoft generally acceptable ; it being intended there mould be no 
other illumination in the city ; that thefe preparations may be com- 
pleted in three or four weeks, and will require, by the moft exa£t 
computation they could at prefent make, about five or at moft fix 
hundred pounds : And therefore, * 

Refolvtd, That a fum not exceeding fix hundred pounds be, and 
is hereby appropriated for the purpofe of enabling the fupremc 
Executive Council to make public demonftrations of joy upon the 
definitive treaty of peace between the United States and Great 
Britain. 

As thefe demonftrations of joy are prescribed and regulated by 
the directions and at the expenfe of the State, it is expected, that 
no perfon or perfons whatever will prefume, in defiance of the 
authority of the Commonwealth, to require or to make any other 
demonftrations of joy upon the occalion, than thole directed an4 
authorized as aforefaid. 
A Description of the Triumphal Arch and its Ornaments* 

The arch is fifty feet and fix inches wide, and thirty-five feet 
and fix inches high, exclufive of the, baluftrade, which is three> 
feet and nine inches in height* The arch is fourteen feet wide m 
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theclear, and each of the fmaller arches nine feet. The pillars are 
of the Ionic order. The entablature, all the other parts, and the 
proportions, correfpond with that order ; and the whole edifice is 
hnilhed in the ftyle of architecture proper for fuch a building, and 
ufed by the Romans. The pillars are adorned by fpiral iefloons of 
flowers in their natural colours. 

The following devices and infcriptions are diftributed in the fe- 
veral parts appropriated by the ancients to fuch ornaments. 

I. Over the centre area, the temple of Janus u>ut. 

Numine favente 
Magnus ab integro fieculorum nafcitur ordo. 

By the Divine favour 
A great and new order of ages commences. 

II. On the fouth (ide of the baluftrade, a buftof Louis XVI. 

Merendo memores facit. 
His merit makes us remember him. 

III. On the other fide of the baluftrade, a pyramidal cenotaph 
to the memory of thofe brave men who have died for their country 
in the late war. 

Ob patriam pugnandovumera pafli. 
Thefe received their wounds for their country. 

IV. On the fouth fide of the frize, three lilies, the arms of 
France. 

Gloriam fuperant. 
They exceed glory. 

V. On the left of the former, a plough, (heaves of wheat, and 
a (hip under fail, the arms of Pennfylvania. 

Terra fuis contenta bonis. 
A land contented with its own bleffings. 

VI. On the left of the. preceding, a fun, the device of France, 
—and thirteen liars, the device of the United States. 

Coelo fociati. 
Allied in the heavens. 

VII. On the left of the laft, two hands joined, holding branchet , 
of olive and the caduceus of commerce. 

Concordia gentium. 
The concord of nations. 

VIII. On the fouth pannel, confederated America leaning upon 
a foldier, military trophies on each fide of them. 

Fides exercitus. 
The fidelity of the army. 

IX. On the other pannel, Indians building churches in the wil- ' 
diernefs. 

Ponunt ferocia corda. 
Their favage hearts become mild. 

X. Cn*the dye of the fouth pedeltal, a library, with inftrument* 
and emblems of arts and fciences. 

Emolliunt mores. 
Thefe foften manners. XI. 
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XI. On the dye of the next pedeftal, a large tree bearing thir- 
teen principal and dtTtinct branches loaded with fruit. 

Robore ftipitis maturabunt. 
By the ftrength of the body thefe will ripen. 

XII. On the dye of the pedeftal upon the right hand in pafling 
through the centre arch, Cinqinnatus, crowned with laurel, re- 
turning to his plough — the plough adorned with a wreath of the 
fame — the countenance of Cincinnacus is a finking referublance 
of General Wafhington. 

Viftrix virtus. 
'■* i Victorious virtue. 

Xlfi. On the dye of the next pedeftal, militia exercifing. 
Protegentcs gaudebnnt. 
Protecting they (hall enjoy. 

On the fpandrels of the centre arch thefe letters, S. P. Q^ P. 
The Senate and People of Pennfylvania. 

The top of the baluftrade is cuibelhfhed with figures reprefent- 
ing the cardinal Viitues, Juftice, Prudence, Temperance, and 
Fortitude. 

The whole building illuminated by about twelve hundred lamps. 

Directions will be put up in Market Street near Fifth Street, for 
paving the following regulations obferved, in order that the citizens 
may nave an opportunity of viewing and examining the exhibition 
with the greateft convenience and fatisfaclion to themf elves : 

jft, Perfons walking will pleafe to advance towards the. exhibi- 
tion by the ways on theoutfide of the foot-pavements, which lead 
in ftraight Iin©6 from Fifth Street through the fide arches. Thofo 
that advance on the fouth fide, after paffing the fouth arch, will 
turn on the left hand down Market Street on the foot-pavement to 
Fifth Street. Thofe who advance on the north &de } after pafling the. 
north arch, will turn on the right hand down Mai ket Street on the 
foot-pave rr.ent to Fifth Street. In this manner they may pafs and 
return as often as they choofe. 

2d, Perfons on horfeback or in carriages are to advance in the 
middle of Market Street, and palling through the centre arch, coa* 
tinur on to Seventh Street ; then turning to the right or left, re- 
turn by Arch Street or Chefnut Street, to Fifth Street, and fo pafa 
and return as often as they pleafe. 

Any boys or others, who difturb the citizens by throwing Cquibs 
or cracken, or otherwife, will be immediately apprehended and 
fent to the workhoufe ! ! I 
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